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









    



   
    




     








   
  

      





2 ||





     

   


      













    









   


    

 


        
  
 
    
     

  

  




  



  







    



  











  




  









  




   



    


    

   




     
 
















  


   
   


   
    
   

          

  





      


  


  


     


    




    


   






     
 



        



 
    




   


   

   

   


  


 




   


   
   

  

    
    
  
    
  
    
 














3||




    
     





       




     



          
  



     

















 





  








 


  









 










           


 


  






     



- 



 
  
    
  



     

    


     
















    
    







  
    

     
    
    




   







    
   
    

 
           








    


   
   

    

   


   
  
   



    
 




    



    

  
   




   
    

    





   

   


   
 


    
      

   


   










4  ||



 


               


      
       


      


   
      








    

       







         
       
     
      





      



    
   








  


























 









      



















        

 


    
















         









         







          















          

    


         






   






       







5||










   
    
 













     

     
     
     



 


    




     

     
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


   










    



 


      






         
















       











   
    






 ||





















   
  

 


 
       



     

      










     






 


         
 
 





    
   

     









    
   




 
      










    





  


     




      








   
   



    














   
      



   












  
  




 




     

     











      






      
     






|| || 





     




        



     

 

     










  



     
    


 

     
     





       
      






      

   





     




   
    



    

     
    

     
    


  
 





      






  
  

    





    
   
     
     














    


    

   
   
     

    



   
     


   

   















   
   

   
      
   


    

















        
        





 ||

























    




































      























  
    





















  
  






































        
      

      

   















 
  




















   

 
























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The growing number of Indians
settling permanently overseas has
once again brought the issue of mi-
gration into focus. More than 9.25
lakh Indians acquired citizenship in
member countries of the
Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development
(OECD) between 2020 and 2024,
placing India at the top of the list of
countries whose citizens obtained
foreign nationality during the pe-
riod.

According to the OECD's In-
ternational Migration Outlook
2026, a total of approximately
925,000 Indians became citizens
of OECD member countries over
these five years. This represents an
increase of around 41 per cent
compared with the 2015–2019
period, when approximately 6.5
lakh Indians acquired citizenship in
these countries.

The trend reflects the growing
presence of Indian communities
across developed economies and
the increasing number of people
choosing to make their lives over-
seas. In 2024 alone, more than 2.30
lakh Indians acquired citizenship in
OECD countries.

Canada remains the
leading destination

Canada accounted for the larg-
est number of Indian citizenship
acquisitions in 2024, with 87,320
Indians becoming Canadian citi-
zens. The United States followed

9.25 Lakh Indians Acquire
Foreign Citizenship In 5 Years

with 48,820, while Australia re-
corded 28,969 and the United
Kingdom 24,888.

Canada has remained particu-
larly attractive to Indian migrants
because of its established Indian
community, employment opportu-

nities and immigration pathways.
The United States continues to at-
tract professionals, students and
skilled workers, while Australia
and the United Kingdom remain
important destinations for Indian
families and young professionals.

The figures also underline how
migration has evolved. For many
Indians, moving abroad is no longer
limited to temporary employment
or higher education. It increasingly
involves long-term settlement, fam-
ily relocation and eventual acquisi-
tion of citizenship.

India remains a major
source of global migration
The OECD report also high-

lights India's position as a major
source of international migrants.
However, the number of Indians
moving to OECD countries de-
clined from approximately 6.07
lakh in 2023 to 4.94 lakh in 2024,
a fall of 19 per cent.

Indian students continue to form
a significant part of the overseas
population. Around 8.3 lakh Indian
students were studying in OECD
member countries, reflecting the
continuing demand for international
education and professional oppor-

tunities.
At the same time, immigration

policies in several developed coun-
tries are becoming more restrictive.
Changes in student visa rules, work
permits and permanent residency
requirements have made migration
more challenging for many appli-
cants.
A challenge for India's future

The growing number of Indi-
ans acquiring foreign citizenship
presents both opportunities and
concerns. The overseas Indian
community contributes to India's
international standing through
business, technology, research, in-
vestment and remittances. Many
Indians have also established suc-
cessful careers in some of the
world's most competitive econo-
mies.

However, the steady move-
ment of people towards perma-
nent settlement abroad raises an

important question: why are so
many Indians choosing to build
their long-term future outside their
own country?

Better employment prospects,
higher salaries, quality education,
research facilities, professional

growth and improved living stan-
dards are among the factors that
influence migration decisions.
While citizenship figures alone
cannot establish the reasons be-
hind every individual's decision,
they provide an indication of the
scale of long-term settlement.

For India, the challenge is not
to discourage people from seek-
ing opportunities abroad. Rather,
it is to create an environment
where skilled professionals, young
graduates, researchers and entre-
preneurs also find attractive op-
portunities at home.

The OECD figures are there-
fore more than just migration sta-
tistics. They offer a reminder that
India's development will depend
not only on producing a skilled
workforce but also on creating
conditions that encourage talent to
contribute to the country's own
economic and social progress.

Jan Jan Vichar
New Delhi

India tops OECD list of citizenship seekers;
Canada, US and Australia emerge as major
destinations, raising questions over talent

retention and opportunities at home

Guwahati Celebrates Diwali with Rs 3.9 Crore Liquor Sales
cise Department, liquor
worth this amount was sold
across the city on Novem-
ber 8 and 9. The figures
offer a glimpse into the
city's festive spending pat-
terns, with liquor purchases
accounting for a substantial
volume of business during
the celebrations. However,
the latest sales total marks
a decline compared with the
corresponding Diwali pe-

riod in previous years.
Guwahati had recorded li-
quor sales worth Rs 4.80
crore during Diwali in
2024, while the figure
stood at Rs 6.20 crore in
2023. The latest reported
amount of Rs 3.9 crore is
considerably lower than
both these figures, although
the absence of comparable
data for 2025 makes a di-
rect year-on-year assess-

ment difficult.
Interestingly, the Excise

Department data also indi-
cates that liquor sales on
November 7 were higher
than those recorded on
November 8. However, the
exact sales figure for No-
vember 7 was not immedi-
ately available. The latest
figures have brought atten-
tion to the changing pattern
of festive consumption in

Assam's largest city.
While Diwali traditionally
drives increased com-
mercial activity across
several sectors, liquor
sales remain one of the in-
dicators of consumer
spending during the cel-
ebrations. The
department's figures
cover liquor sales across
Guwahati on the specified
dates.

Jan Jan Vichar
Guwahati

Diwali festivities in
Guwahati witnessed liquor
sales worth approximately
Rs 3.9 crore in just two
days, highlighting the scale
of alcohol consumption
during the festive season.
According to figures re-
leased by the Assam Ex-
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THE WEEK IN BRIEF

GUWAHATI: Nayanmoni Choudhury on Wednes-
day filed his nomination for the post of General Secre-
tary of the Assam Sahitya Sabha, intensifying prepara-
tions for the upcoming election.

Choudhury submitted his nomination papers at the
Sabha’s headquarters, Bhagawati Prasad Barua
Bhawan, in Guwahati. He was accompanied by repre-
sentatives of several Sabha branches and literary enthu-
siasts from different districts.

Around 10 vehicles were part of his convoy, while a
large number of supporters gathered at the central of-
fice during the nomination process.

The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has secured a
major early advantage in
Tripura’s upcoming civic
elections, winning 77 seats
unopposed across five ur-
ban local bodies even be-
fore polling begins. The
outcome has intensified the
political contest in the state,
with the opposition CPI(M)
alleging intimidation and co-
ercion of its candidates dur-
ing the nomination process.

According to the State
Election Commission, the
BJP candidates were
elected unopposed after
the completion of scrutiny
of nomination papers. The
five urban local bodies
where the party secured
these victories are
Mohanpur, Kamalpur,
Jirania, Ranirbazar and
Santirbazar.

Elections are being held
for 345 seats across 21 ur-
ban local bodies, including
the Agartala Municipal
Corporation. With 77 seats
already decided, polling
will now take place for the
remaining 268 seats on
November 27. Counting of
votes is scheduled for De-
cember 3.

State Election Commis-
sioner P.K. Chakraborty
said that 810 candidates are
contesting the remaining
seats. The BJP has fielded
the highest number of can-
didates at 342, followed by
the CPI(M) with 218 and
the Congress with 201, set-
ting the stage for a triangu-
lar contest among the prin-
cipal political parties.

However, the BJP's un-
opposed victories have
triggered a political contro-
versy. CPI(M) state secre-
tary Jitendra Chaudhury al-
leged that opposition can-
didates in Ambassa, Dhalai
district, were threatened
and intimidated, with some
reportedly facing attacks at
their residences and being
forced to withdraw their

BJP Sweeps Tripura
Civic Polls Before Voting

Wins 77 Seats UnopposedJan Jan Vichar
Agartala

nominations. The State
Election Commission, how-
ever, rejected the allega-
tions. Chakraborty said the
commission had sought re-
ports from the Dhalai Dis-
trict Magistrate and Super-
intendent of Police follow-
ing complaints of forced
withdrawals. According to
the reports received, no
such incidents had taken
place in Ambassa or else-
where in Dhalai district.

The controversy has
brought the issue of elec-

toral competition and the
political environment in
Tripura into focus ahead of
the remaining polling.
While the BJP enters the
next phase with 77 seats
already secured, the op-
position faces the challenge
of converting the remain-
ing electoral contest into a
credible fight.

The November 27 poll-
ing will therefore be crucial
in determining the balance
of power across Tripura's
urban local bodies.

The Left Front and the Congress have joined hands
to challenge the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in
Tripura's civic elections, seeking to consolidate anti-
BJP votes and prevent a division of the opposition vote.
The alliance assumes particular significance as the state
prepares for elections to 21 urban local bodies, in-
cluding the politically important Agartala Municipal
Corporation (AMC), on November 27.

The decision to contest the elections together was
announced by CPI(M) leader and Leader of the Op-
position in the Tripura Assembly, Jitendra Chaudhury.
He said the final seat-sharing arrangement would be
completed after Congress leaders return from New
Delhi, where they are attending an INDIA bloc rally
against the Chief Election Commissioner.

As part of the proposed arrangement, the CPI(M)
has already filed nomination papers for 26 of the 51
wards of the Agartala Municipal Corporation, leaving
the remaining 25 wards for the Congress. The under-
standing reflects an attempt by the two parties to put
aside their political differences and build a united elec-
toral challenge against the BJP.

The opposition alliance comes at a crucial moment
in Tripura politics. The BJP has already secured 77
seats unopposed across five urban local bodies, in-
cluding Mohanpur, Kamalpur, Jirania, Ranirbazar and
Santirbazar, ahead of the November 27 polling.

Left and Congress
Unite Against BJP

Nayanmoni Files Nomination
for Assam Sahitya Sabha Polls

GUWAHATI: The Assam Cabinet has approved
the merger of Krishna Kanta Handique Government
Sanskrit College in Guwahati with Kumar Bhaskar
Varma Sanskrit and Ancient Studies University in
Nalbari, with the college set to shift entirely to the uni-
versity campus.

Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma said the deci-
sion was taken due to low student enrolment, with only
65 students currently enrolled in the Guwahati college.
He said existing students would be accommodated in
the university, while the college's teaching staff would
be absorbed as university professors.

The Chief Minister also announced that another edu-
cational institution would be named after noted
Assamese scholar Krishna Kanta Handique.

Cabinet Approves Merger of Sanskrit
College with Nalbari University

DIRANG : Arunachal Pradesh Science and Tech-
nology Minister Dasanglu Pul on Tuesday inaugurated
a geothermal-powered drying facility at Dirang in West
Kameng district to reduce post-harvest losses and im-
prove farmers' incomes.

The facility uses natural geothermal heat to dry and
preserve locally produced kiwi, apples, persimmons
and yak meat, helping extend their shelf life and im-
prove market value. It has been funded by the Union
Ministry of Earth Sciences with additional support from
the state government.

Norwegian Ambassador to India May-Elin Stener,
Dirang MLA Phurpa Tsering and scientists and experts
from India, Norway and Iceland attended the inaugu-
ration.

Pul said the project would help translate scientific
research into practical benefits for farmers and pro-
mote renewable energy-based agricultural practices.
She also urged the Centre to issue the sanction order
for the approved Seismic Microzonation Project, cit-
ing Arunachal Pradesh's vulnerability to earthquakes
as a Seismic Zone V state.

Arunachal Opens Geothermal
Powered Drying Facility in Dirang
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A new political alliance has
stirred the electoral waters of Uttar
Pradesh ahead of the 2027 Assem-
bly elections. The All India Majlis-
e-Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM),
led by Asaduddin Owaisi, and
Chandrashekhar Azad’s Azad
Samaj Party (Kanshi Ram) have
joined hands to form the ‘Samajik
Parivartan Morcha’, with Azad
being projected as the alliance’s
chief ministerial candidate.

The formation of the alliance has
raised a crucial political question:
will this proposed Muslim-Dalit
combination emerge as a serious
challenge to the BJP, or will it pri-
marily eat into the traditional vote
base of the Samajwadi Party (SP)
and Congress? The two leaders an-
nounced the alliance at a joint press
conference in Lucknow on Thurs-
day, November 12. Owaisi ex-
pressed confidence that the new
platform would emerge as a strong
political alternative and prevent the
BJP from returning to power for a
third consecutive term. Azad,
meanwhile, rejected the description
of the alliance as merely a ‘third
front’, calling it the ‘Samajik
Parivartan Morcha’ and asserting
that it could become the first choice
of people seeking social and po-
litical change.

However, the electoral arith-
metic presents a more complicated
picture. Political observers believe
that the alliance could pose a
greater challenge to the INDIA
bloc, particularly the SP and Con-
gress, than to the BJP. Its potential
support base largely comprises
Muslims and Jatav Dalits-two com-
munities that played a significant
role in strengthening the SP-led
opposition in the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections. Together, these commu-
nities account for a substantial share
of Uttar Pradesh’s electorate. Ana-

Bhim-MIM Alliance Sets UP Politics Abuzz
Jan Jan Vichar
Lucknow

lysts suggest that even a modest shift
in their voting preferences could
influence the outcome in several
closely contested constituencies
across western and eastern Uttar
Pradesh. Some assessments put the
new alliance’s potential vote share
at around five per cent, a figure that
could prove decisive in a state
where electoral margins are often
narrow.

A challenge to SP’s
PDA strategy?

The alliance could also compli-
cate the SP’s efforts to consolidate
its PDA(Pichhda, Dalit and
Alpsankhyak) social coalition.
Owaisi’s emphasis on Muslim po-
litical representation may appeal to
sections of young Muslim voters
who feel that established opposi-
tion parties have not given the com-
munity adequate leadership oppor-
tunities.

AIMIM has repeatedly argued
that Muslims, who constitute
around one-fifth of Uttar Pradesh’s
population, remain inadequately
represented in the political power
structure. The party has questioned
the reluctance of mainstream par-
ties to offer meaningful positions of
authority to Muslim leaders.

At the same time,
Chandrashekhar Azad brings a dis-
tinct Dalit political identity and a

growing profile, particularly among
sections of younger voters. His
presence could potentially attract
voters who are dissatisfied with the
existing political choices, including
sections of the BSP’s traditional
support base.

For the BJP, the emergence of
the alliance could create opportu-
nities if opposition votes are di-
vided. However, whether the new
formation can translate its social
support claims into votes and seats
remains uncertain.

Past electoral performance
raises questions

The previous electoral record of
the two parties highlights the scale
of the challenge before them. In the
2022 Uttar Pradesh Assembly
elections, AIMIM contested 95
seats but failed to win any, secur-
ing approximately 0.49 per cent of
the vote. Azad Samaj Party also
failed to open its account, polling
around 0.13 per cent. The alliance
will therefore have to demonstrate
that its combined political appeal
can go beyond the individual vote
shares of its constituent parties. A
joint platform, a common campaign
strategy and the selection of cred-
ible candidates will be crucial to its
electoral prospects. Owaisi had
reportedly approached the
Samajwadi Party several times with

an offer of an alliance, but SP presi-
dent Akhilesh Yadav did not accept
the proposal. Following the refusal,
AIMIM moved towards an under-
standing with Chandrashekhar
Azad, who is seeking to expand his
party’s political footprint in Uttar
Pradesh.

The announcement has already
triggered criticism from Congress
leaders. Congress leader Vijay
Thottathil described the new for-
mation as a potentially ‘destructive
front’ and alleged that it could di-
vide secular votes, indirectly ben-
efiting the BJP. He also repeated
the charge that AIMIM acts as the
BJP’s ‘B-team’-an allegation that
Owaisi and his party have consis-
tently rejected.

The real test will be
at the ballot box

The BJP, meanwhile, is seeking
to retain its political advantage amid
a divided opposition landscape.
The SP and Congress will have to
assess whether the new alliance can
weaken their electoral coalition,
while the BSP may also face pres-
sure in constituencies where Dalit
voters remain politically decisive.
Yet, it would be premature to con-
clude that the new alliance will au-
tomatically damage the INDIA bloc
or benefit the BJP. Its actual impact
will depend on candidate selection,
local equations, campaign issues,
voter mobilisation and the extent to
which Muslim and Dalit voters re-
spond to its political appeal.

The ‘Samajik Parivartan
Morcha’ has entered the political
arena with an ambitious claim of
changing Uttar Pradesh’s power
equation. But the central question
remains: can the Bhim-MIM part-
nership emerge as an independent
force, or will it become a vote-
splitter in a contest dominated by
the BJP and the INDIA bloc? The
answer will begin to take shape as
the 2027 election campaign gath-
ers momentum.

Part of Madhubani Collectorate to Be Auctioned
Varun Kumar, Patna : In an

unusual development, a portion of
the Madhubani District
Collectorate in Bihar, which houses
key administrative and law enforce-
ment offices, is set to go under the
hammer on November 26 over
unpaid dues of Rs 4.17 crore to a
private company. The auction pro-
ceedings are set to continue after a
Supreme Court Bench comprising

Justice Arvind Kumar and Justice
Vipul M. Pancholi dismissed the
Bihar government's Special Leave
Petition (SLP) seeking a stay on the
execution proceedings ordered by
the lower court. Following the Su-
preme Court's refusal to intervene,
the Madhubani District and Ses-
sions Court issued a revised sale
proclamation, fixing November 26
for the auction of approximately 10

kattha of land and a two-storey
building located in the southern
portion of the Collectorate com-
plex. The auction is intended to re-
cover the outstanding amount of Rs
4.17 crore.

A senior district administration
official told The Indian Express that
the matter falls under the jurisdic-
tion of the Industry Department and
that the district administration has

no direct role in it. Asked why a
portion of the Collectorate had
been selected for auction, the offi-
cial reportedly said, “It is because
the Collectorate is the face of the
government.” A senior Industry
Department official said the depart-
ment would need approval from the
Finance Department to clear the
outstanding amount before the
deadline.
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Terrorism in J&K
Contained, Not

Defeated

EDITORIAL

The Battle for UP’s Educational Future
Jan Jan Vichar

Dr. Patanjali Mishra

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath’s
recent warning to young people
against the Samajwadi Party (SP),
which he has portrayed as an ad-
versary of education, is more than
a routine exchange of electoral
rhetoric. It revives a fundamental
question about the governance of
Uttar Pradesh: whether education
and public employment have been
insulated from political patronage,
administrative irregularities and in-
stitutional failures. His pointed re-
marks bring renewed attention to
recruitment controversies, exami-
nation paper leaks and the condi-
tion of schools during Akhilesh
Yadav’s tenure, while prompting a
comparison between the two ad-
ministrations’ approaches to edu-
cation and employment. At its
heart, the debate concerns not
merely political claims, but the
credibility of the institutions en-
trusted with shaping the aspirations
of the state’s youth.

During the Akhilesh Yadav gov-
ernment, public recruitment pro-
cesses repeatedly faced allegations
of irregularities, while examination-
related controversies fueled uncer-
tainty among aspiring candidates.
For many young people, the pur-
suit of government employment
became a prolonged test of pa-
tience, with the promise of oppor-
tunity often overshadowed by con-
cerns over fairness and transpar-
ency. Questions were also raised
about school infrastructure, teacher
appointments and the overall func-
tioning of the education system.
When recruitment procedures be-
come mired in controversy, the
consequences extend beyond indi-

vidual disappointments: they under-
mine public confidence, particularly
among candidates who have in-
vested years in preparation. Such
failures, where established, repre-
sent not merely administrative
shortcomings but setbacks to the
aspirations of an entire generation.

Under Yogi Adityanath, the
state government has emphasized
transparency in public recruitment
and sought to address concerns
associated with earlier practices.
According to figures cited by the
government, more than 950,000
jobs have been provided without
recommendations, while efforts are
under way to facilitate another
100,000 appointments. These fig-
ures form a central part of the
administration’s case that recruit-
ment has become more transpar-
ent and accessible. Yet, the signifi-
cance of this claim rests not on the
headline number alone, but on the
integrity of the selection process,
the equitable distribution of oppor-
tunities and the verifiability of offi-
cial records. Efforts to improve
examinations, appointments and
educational infrastructure likewise
merit assessment against measur-
able outcomes rather than political
assertions alone.

In Uttar Pradesh, the stakes are
particularly high. The state’s large

young population makes education
and employment central to its so-
cial and economic prospects, while
government jobs continue to rep-
resent a measure of stability and
upward mobility for many house-
holds. A credible recruitment sys-
tem rewards merit; an opaque one
breeds disillusionment and erodes
confidence in public institutions.
Yogi Adityanath’s remarks seek to
draw a sharp distinction between
the previous administration’s
record and his government’s stated
approach. The opposition may
characterize this as political point-
scoring, but the underlying con-
cerns cannot be dismissed merely
because they have resurfaced dur-
ing an election cycle. Equally, alle-
gations concerning the past must
be examined against documented
evidence rather than accepted
solely on the strength of partisan
rhetoric.

No administration can reason-
ably claim to be beyond scrutiny.
Despite the Yogi government’s
emphasis on recruitment transpar-
ency, unemployment remains a
pressing concern, and many young
people continue to look towards
private-sector employment or self-
employment. Government job an-
nouncements and appointment fig-
ures, though significant, do not by

themselves establish that the
broader employment challenge has
been resolved. The quality of
schooling, the availability of skilled
employment and the prevention of
examination fraud require sustained
institutional attention. The relevant
question, therefore, is whether the
measures introduced have delivered
durable improvements–and whether
those improvements can be dem-
onstrated through verifiable data.

Making education and employ-
ment subjects of political debate is
neither inherently inappropriate nor
undesirable. The danger arises
when substantive policy questions
are reduced to accusations and
counter-accusations. Paper leaks
compromise more than individual
examinations; they weaken confi-
dence in the institutions that admin-
ister them. Transparent recruitment,
accountable governance and func-
tioning schools, conversely, provide
the foundations on which public
trust can be rebuilt. Ultimately, edu-
cation and employment transcend
party affiliations. Their outcomes
shape the state’s future and deter-
mine whether young people can
translate aspiration into opportu-
nity. Yogi Adityanath’s remarks
have brought the contrast between
the two administrations back into
public discussion, but the credibil-
ity of either government must rest
on evidence, implementation and
outcomes. Remembering past con-
troversies is important; scrutinizing
present-day claims is equally nec-
essary. The future of education in
Uttar Pradesh will be determined
not by the force of electoral rheto-
ric, but by the establishment of in-
stitutions that are transparent, ac-
countable and capable of deliver-
ing meaningful opportunities.

The killing of two Special Police Of-
ficers (SPOs) in Kishtwar and the attack
on a CRPF party in Kulgam within two
days expose the continuing threat of ter-
rorism in Jammu and Kashmir. These in-
cidents are a grim reminder that, despite
significant security gains, militancy has
been contained but not eliminated. The
murder of the two SPOs, reportedly on
their way to join duty at an Army camp in

the remote Marwah sector, bears the hall-
marks of a terrorist attack. The disappear-
ance of their service weapons adds to the
suspicion. Similarly, the assault on CRPF
personnel in Kulgam shows that militant
groups retain both the intent and capability
to strike. Security forces have achieved
notable successes in eliminating terrorists
and disrupting militant networks. Yet, iso-
lated attacks reveal that underground sup-
port systems and pockets of militant activ-
ity remain. Difficult mountainous terrain
continues to provide opportunities for
armed groups to hide, regroup and operate.
The response must go beyond counter-in-
surgency operations. Better coordination
among security agencies, reliable intelli-

gence and sustained action against mili-
tant networks are essential. Equally im-
portant is winning the confidence of lo-
cal communities. Residents of vulnerable
areas must be partners in maintaining
peace, not merely recipients of security
measures. The government must ensure
that those responsible for these attacks
are brought to justice. Political assurances
are important, but they must be backed
by effective action. Jammu and Kashmir
has made considerable progress towards
peace, but these attacks show that the
journey is far from over. Terrorism must
not only be contained; its networks, sup-
port structures and ability to regenerate
must be dismantled.
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The Bihar Disaster Management
Department has directed all districts
to implement strict safety measures
during the four-day Chhath Puja
festival, scheduled from November
13 to 16. The directives include a
ban on firecrackers near Chhath
ghats and private boat operations
to prevent accidents and ensure the
safety of devotees, officials said.

According to a statement issued
by the department on Monday,
District Magistrates have been in-
structed to identify potentially dan-
gerous ghats and barricade them to
prevent devotees from entering
unsafe areas. Adequate security
personnel and volunteers must also
be deployed at all major ghats.
Divers, Motorboats & Rescue

Equipment to Be Deployed
The department has directed

district administrations to station
trained divers, swimmers, motor-
boats and essential life-saving

Bihar Government Orders Strict
Safety Measures for Chhath Puja

Jan Jan Vichar
Varun Kumar, Patna

equipment at river ghats. Medical
teams, ambulances and Quick
Medical Response Teams
(QMRTs) must remain on standby
throughout the festival to respond
to emergencies.

Adequate Lighting and
Electrical Safety

The guidelines also emphasise
adequate lighting arrangements at
ghats and approach roads. All
electrical installations must be in-
spected in advance to prevent in-
cidents of electrocution. District

administrations have also been
asked to ensure continuous pub-
lic announcements through loud-
speakers and keep district control
rooms operational round the clock
during the festival.

Measures to Prevent
Stampedes and Panic

To prevent panic and stam-
pede-like situations, District Mag-
istrates have been instructed to pre-
pare comprehensive disaster man-
agement and communication plans.
Coordination meetings with Chhath

Puja committees must be held to
ensure proper arrangements and
effective crowd management.

The department has further
stressed the need for continuous
monitoring and coordination among
all concerned departments through-
out the festival.
Four-Day Festival Begins on

November 13
Chhath Puja, dedicated to the

Sun God and Chhathi Maiya, is one
of Bihar's most significant religious
festivals. The four-day celebration
will begin on November 13 with the
traditional 'Nahay Khay' ritual and
conclude on November 16 with the
offering of prayers to the rising Sun.

Observed during the Hindu
month of Kartik, six days after
Diwali, the festival involves devo-
tees observing rigorous fasts and
offering prayers to the setting and
rising Sun for the well-being, health
and prosperity of their families. The
state government's directives aim to
ensure that devotees can observe
the festival safely and peacefully.

Mokama MLA Anant Singh is
preparing for a grand celebration
to mark the wedding of his daugh-
ter, Shivangi Singh, with Rishikesh
Kumar on November 25. The
wedding ceremony will be held at
Singh’s ancestral home in Ladma
village, where preparations are un-
derway on a massive scale.

The organisers are reportedly
making arrangements to accom-
modate and serve food to as many
as four lakh people. The scale of
the event is expected to make it one
of the major wedding celebrations
in the region. Artisans from Mau in
Uttar Pradesh have been engaged
to construct the wedding pandal
and the stage for the varmala cer-
emony. The main pandal is ex-
pected to be completed by No-
vember 20. A separate enclosure
is also being prepared for VVIP
guests. A 100-foot-long cemented
stage is being constructed for the
bride and groom. According to the

Anant Singh Plans Grand Feast for Daughter
Shivangi’s Wedding, 4 Lakh Guests Expected

Jan Jan Vichar
Varun Kumar, Patna

arrangements described, around
150 quintals of decorative material
will be used to adorn the stage,
where Shivangi and Rishikesh will
exchange garlands.

New Home Being
Prepared in Bihta

After the wedding, the groom’s
family will move to Ramakrishna
Nagar in Bihta, which will become
Shivangi’s new home. A new house
is being constructed there, and
wedding-related rituals and cel-
ebrations are also planned at the

residence. The wedding proces-
sion, or baraat, will travel from Bihta
to Anant Singh’s ancestral village
in Ladma, where the marriage ritu-
als will take place.

Political Leaders and Film
Personalities Invited

Anant Singh has said that invi-
tations are being extended to
prominent personalities from poli-
tics and the entertainment industry.
Leaders from both the ruling alli-
ance and the Opposition have been
invited, along with personalities

from different parts of the country.
Singh said that everyone had

been invited, including people from
outside Bihar and even Pakistan.
He added that there was no dis-
tinction between the ruling side and
the Opposition at a wedding and
that Prime Minister Narendra Modi
would also be sent an invitation.

Around three dozen film and
entertainment personalities are re-
portedly on the guest list. Names
mentioned include Sonu Sood,
Manoj Tiwari, Maithili Thakur,
Akshara Singh and Pawan Singh.
Their attendance, however, has not
been independently confirmed.
Supreme Court Directs Anant

Singh to Surrender
by December 1

The wedding celebrations will
be followed by a significant legal
development for the Mokama
MLA. Six days after the wedding,
Anant Singh is required to surren-
der by December 1 in connection
with the Dular Chand Yadav mur-
der case, following a direction from
the Supreme Court.
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As millions of devo-
tees gather along
riverbanks, ponds and
other water bodies to of-
fer prayers to the setting
and rising sun, Chhath
Puja once again brings
alive one of India's most
distinctive religious and
cultural traditions.
Deeply rooted in Bihar,
the four-day festival has
travelled far beyond the
state's boundaries, be-
coming a global symbol
of faith, discipline and
devotion.

But how did Chhath
become such an integral
part of Bihar's cultural
identity? Its origins are
associated with ancient
traditions of sun worship,
with popular religious
narratives tracing its
roots to the
Mahabharata and
Ramayana.

The Ancient Sun Worship
Tradition That Became

Bihar’s Cultural Identity

Chhath
Puja

Jan Jan Vichar
Patna

The grand festival of Chhath Mahaparv
was also featured in Doordarshan’s block-
buster television shows Mahabharat and
Ramayan. In these serials, Sita and
Draupadi were portrayed worshipping
Mother Ganga and the Sun God.

One of the most widely known legends associated with
Chhath Puja revolves around Karna, the son of Surya,
the Sun God, and Kunti in the Mahabharata. According
to popular belief, Karna regularly worshipped the Sun
God while standing waist-deep in water and offered
prayers at sunrise. Known for his extraordinary generos-
ity, he also distributed gifts and donations to the needy.

Karna was made the king of Anga Desh by
Duryodhana. The ancient Anga region is traditionally as-
sociated with parts of present-day Bihar, particularly the
Bhagalpur and Munger areas.““His devotion to the Sun
God is believed to have inspired people in the region to
adopt similar practices. Over generations, these traditions
became associated with the observance of Chhath, al-
though the precise historical origins of the festival remain
uncertain.

Karna & Mahabharata
connection

Another popular tradi-
tion connects Chhath with
the Ramayana. According
to local religious belief, af-
ter their return from
Lanka, Lord Rama and
Goddess Sita visited the
ashram of sage Mudgal in

The Ramayana connection: Sita's worship in Munger
the present-day Munger
region of Bihar. It is be-
lieved that on the sixth day
of the lunar month of
Kartik, Sita observed a
fast and offered prayers to
the Sun God. A site asso-
ciated with this tradition

is the Sita Charan Temple,
located on the Ganga in
Munger. The story has be-
come an important part

of the region's religious
heritage, strengthening
the association between
Chhath and Bihar.

A festival unlike any other
One of the most distinctive features of

Chhath is the offering of arghya to both
the setting and the rising sun. Unlike
many other Hindu festivals, worshippers
first offer prayers to the setting sun
before returning to the water bodies the
following morning to welcome the rising
sun.

The festival is observed over four
days:

Nahay-Khay: Devotees take a ritual
bath and prepare a simple, traditional
meal.

Kharna: After fasting throughout the
day, devotees break their fast after
evening prayers and distribute prasad.

Sandhya Arghya: Devotees gather at
riverbanks and ponds to offer prayers to
the setting sun.

Usha Arghya: The festival concludes
with offerings to the rising sun, followed
by the breaking of the fast.

The strict discipline, cleanliness,
simplicity and devotion associated with
these rituals make Chhath a remarkable
expression of collective faith.

Chhathi Maiya and the worship of nature
Chhath is dedicated to

Surya Dev and Chhathi
Maiya. According to
popular religious beliefs,
Chhathi Maiya is associ-
ated with the protection of
children, family prosperity

and well-being. The festi-
val also reflects a deep con-
nection with nature. Bam-
boo baskets, seasonal
fruits, sugarcane, coconuts
and other locally available
agricultural produce form

an essential part of the of-
ferings. There is no elabo-
rate display of rituals or
expensive decorations.
Devotees place their faith
in natural offerings, disci-
pline and sincere prayers.


