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ASSAM SEEKS CBI PROBE
INTO FLOOD DISASTER

Jan Jan Vichar
....25Guwahati

Nearly four months after dev-
astating floods ravaged Upper
Assam, the state government has
decided to seek a Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) inquiry into
the disaster, bringing the questions
of flood management, administra-
tive preparedness and public ac-
countability back into focus.

The Assam Cabinet, chaired by
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma, on November 3 approved
aproposal to request a CBI inves-
tigation into the unprecedented
flooding that struck Sivasagar and
Charaideo districts in
July 2026. The deci-
sion is significant as it
signals the
government's willing-
ness to seek an inde-
pendent investigation
into the circumstances
behind a disaster that
caused widespread destruction
across parts of eastern Assam.

Announcing the decision after
the Cabinet meeting at Lok Sewa
Bhawan in Dispur, the Chief Min-
ister said the state government
would send a formal request to the
Centre within the next 10 days.
However, he clarified that the final
decision on accepting the request
and conducting the investigation
would rest with the Centre and the
CBIL

The stated objective of the pro-
posed investigation is to establish
the exact causes of the floods. But
for thousands of affected residents,
the larger question remains: could
the scale of the devastation have

been reduced through better plan-
ning, stronger infrastructure and
timely administrative intervention?
A disaster that exposed the
vulnerability of Upper Assam

The July floods were among the
most devastating episodes experi-
enced by Upper Assam in recent
years. Sivasagar, Charaideo and
neighbouring Jorhat district wit-

Who is accountable for the

July floods? Sivasagar and
Charaideo await answers.

nessed extensive inundation as riv-
ers and their tributaries overflowed
following exceptionally heavy rain-
fall in the region. According to re-
ports, at least 66 people had died
and nearly seven lakh people had
been affected across Assam dur-
ing the intense phase of flooding.
The situation was particularly se-
vere in Upper Assam, where sev-
eral areas remained inaccessible
even after floodwaters began to
recede.

The Dikhow, Disang and
Dhansiri rivers rose above their
danger levels, inundating residen-
tial areas, agricultural fields and
essential infrastructure. The impact
was particularly severe in parts of

Sivasagar and Charaideo, where
residents faced displacement, dam-
age to homes, loss of crops and
disruption of normal life.

The state government had ini-
tially pointed to exceptionally heavy
rainfall in neighbouring Nagaland as
amajor factor behind the sudden
rise in water levels. However,
weather experts also raised ques-
tions about the role of changing
rainfall patterns,
land-use changes,
excavation and de-
forestation in aggra-
vating flood condi-
tions. The exact
contribution of
these factors re-
mains to be established.

‘What should the CBI
investigation examine?

The proposed inquiry is ex-
pected to focus on identifying the
circumstances and causes behind
the flooding. However, its public
significance will depend on how
comprehensively it examines the
issues surrounding flood manage-
ment.

Several questions deserve at-
tention:

1. Embankment safety and
maintenance: Were existing em-
bankments, drainage channels and
flood-control structures adequately
maintained? Were there any struc-
tural weaknesses, breaches or de-

lays in repair work that contributed
to the damage?

2. Administrative prepared-
ness: Were warnings about heavy
rainfall and rising river levels com-
municated in time? Were district
authorities adequately prepared to
evacuate vulnerable communities
and organise emergency relief?

3. River management and
environmental changes: Did de-
forestation, hill cutting, excavation
or other human activities aggravate
the flow of floodwater? Was there
adequate coordination between
Assam and neighbouring Nagaland
in monitoring rainfall and river con-
ditions?

4. Use of public funds: Were
funds allocated for flood protec-
tion, embankment repairs and
drainage improvement utilised ef-
fectively? If shortcomings are es-
tablished, who should be held ac-
countable?

These are questions requiring
evidence-based investigation rather
than assumptions. The CBlinquiry,
if accepted, could provide an op-
portunity to examine them system-
atically.

Relief announced, but
rehabilitation remains crucial

The government announced
several relief and rehabilitation mea-
sures following the disaster, includ-
ing financial assistance for affected
families, compensation for dam-
aged houses and agricultural losses,
and concessions on land revenue
and electricity bills in Sivasagar and
Charaideo.

The Chief Minister also an-
nounced interim assistance of Rs

Continued on page 19
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6,000 BIGHA DEFENCE PARK

A New Industrial Future For Assam Or Another Big Promise?

Jan Jan Vichar
...25Guwahati

Assam has taken another sig-
nificant step towards expanding its
industrial and infrastructure ambi-
tions, with the state Cabinet ap-
proving 6,000 bighas of land near
Nellie in Morigaon district for a
proposed Defence Park aimed at
attracting defence equipment manu-
facturers and building a new indus-
trial base in the state.

The decision, taken at a Cabi-
net meeting chaired by Chief Min-
ister Himanta Biswa Sarma at Lok
Sewa Bhawan in Dispur on No-
vember 3, is being projected as an
important opportunity for Assam to
enter India's expanding defence
manufacturing sector. Alongside the
proposed industrial hub, the Cabi-
net also approved five ropeway
projects across the state and addi-
tional financial support for paddy
farmers, raising the procurement
price to Rs 2,640 per quintal. To-
gether, these decisions indicate the
government's intention to push in-
dustrial development, tourism infra-
structure and agricultural welfare.
However, the real test will lie not in
the scale of the announcements but
in their implementation, the invest-
ments they attract and the benefits
they deliver to ordinary people.

Defence Park: 6,000 bighas,
but where are the industries?

The proposed Defence Park
near Nellie is arguably the most
ambitious of the Cabinet's latest
decisions. Spread across approxi-
mately 6,000 bighas, the project is
intended to create a dedicated
manufacturing ecosystem for de-
fence equipment and related indus-
tries. The government believes that
Assam has the potential to attract
investors in a sector that has tradi-
tionally remained concentrated in a
few industrial regions of the coun-
try. The proposed park is expected
to provide industrial land and in-
frastructure to companies inter-
ested in manufacturing defence-re-
lated products. The Chief Minister
has indicated that the government
will approach potential investors
through roadshows and investment
promotion activities.

The project is also being posi-
tioned within the broader national
objective of strengthening domes-
tic defence production and reduc-

ing dependence on imported mili-
tary equipment. However, a major
industrial park cannot be built on
land allocation alone. It requires
committed investors, reliable elec-
tricity, road and rail connectivity,
water supply, skilled manpower,
specialised infrastructure and a pre-
dictable industrial policy.

The Cabinet has approved the
land allocation, but specific anchor
investors, manufacturing agree-
ments, confirmed investment com-
mitments and a production com-
mencement schedule have not yet

been publicly established. This
raises an important question: how
soon will the proposed Defence
Park move from the planning stage
to actual industrial production?

Land acquisition and local

interests cannot be ignored

The proposed project also
brings land-related concerns into
focus. Reports indicate that the
identified land includes govern-
ment-owned land as well as plots
that may need to be acquired from
local residents. The government
must ensure that the process is
transparent and that the interests of
affected landowners and
neighbouring communities are pro-
tected. Fair compensation, proper
consultation, rehabilitation wherever
required and clarity over land own-
ership will be essential to maintain-
ing public confidence. The success
of the Defence Park should not be
measured merely by the amount of
land brought under industrial use.
It must also be judged by how
much economic opportunity it cre-
ates for the people living in and
around Nellie.

Local youth should receive pri-
ority in skill-development

programmes and employment op-
portunities wherever their qualifica-
tions match industrial requirements.
Technical training institutions and
local educational establishments
should also be linked with the pro-
posed manufacturing ecosystem.
Otherwise, there is a risk that a
large industrial project could come
up on local land while the most sig-
nificant employment and business
benefits go to people from outside
the region.

Five ropeways: Tourism boost

or a new transport reality?

In another major decision, the
Cabinet approved a Ropeway De-
velopment Agreement between the
Assam government and the Na-
tional Highways Logistics Manage-
ment Limited NHLML), a com-
pany under the National Highways
Authority of India. Five ropeway
corridors have been identified un-
der the proposed programme:
Kamakhya Railway Station—
Kamakhya Temple: /.43 km,
Guwahati.
Khanapara—Guwabhati Rail-
way Station: /] km, Guwahati.
Ganganagar Part-VII-
Bhuban Pahar Mahadev
Temple: 2.80 km, Cachar
Jatinga Bird Watching
Tower—Hempeupet Peak: 3.50
km, Dima Hasao district.
Agnigarh-Bhairabi Mandir:
1.80 km, Sonitpur district.
These projects are expected to
improve connectivity to important
religious and tourist destinations,
reduce road congestion and en-
courage tourism in different parts
of Assam.
The proposed Khanapara—
Guwahati Railway Station ropeway
could offer an alternative transport

corridor in a city where traffic con-
gestion has become a persistent
concern. Similarly, the Kamakhya
ropeway could improve access to
one of the country's most impor-
tant pilgrimage destinations.

For the hill districts, the projects
could provide better access to
tourism locations and create op-
portunities for local businesses,
transport operators, guides and
hospitality services. However, the
government must clarify project
costs, construction schedules, en-
vironmental clearances, safety stan-
dards and passenger fares. With-
out affordable fares and proper in-
tegration with existing public trans-
port, the benefits of these projects
could remain limited.

Paddy procurement price

raised to Rs 2,640 per quintal

While the Defence Park repre-
sents the government's industrial
ambitions, the increase in paddy
procurement support directly con-
cerns Assam's agricultural popula-
tion. The Cabinet approved an ad-
ditional Rs 200 per quintal for
paddy procurement during the on-
going Kharif Marketing Season.
With this additional support, the
announced procurement price will
rise to Rs 2,640 per quintal. The
decision is expected to provide
additional financial relief to farm-
ers and improve returns from paddy
cultivation. For Assam's farming
community, however, the an-
nounced price is only one part of
the larger agricultural challenge.
Farmers also face rising cultivation
costs, expensive fertilisers and ag-
ricultural inputs, labour shortages,
uncertain weather conditions and
difficulties in accessing organised
procurement facilities. The govern-
ment must ensure that farmers can
actually sell their produce at the an-
nounced rate through functioning
procurement centres. Timely pay-
ments, adequate procurement ca-
pacity and transparent purchasing
procedures will be equally impor-
tant. A higher announced price will
have limited impact if small and
marginal farmers are unable to ac-
cess the procurement system.

The latest Cabinet decisions re-
flect an ambitious development
agenda, ranging from defence
manufacturing and tourism infra-
structure to agricultural support and
private investment.
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A Blue Tsunami, A Red Crisis: Trump’s
GOP Faces a Battle for Survival

Jan Jan Vichar
...2"Washington
The Republican Party of

US President Donald
Trump is facing one of its
biggest political setbacks
following a sweeping
Democratic victory in the
midterm elections, trigger-
ing a fresh battle over the
party’s leadership and fu-
ture direction. With Demo-
crats taking control of both
the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate, the
election has not only weak-
ened Trump’s political po-
sition but also exposed
growing divisions within the
Republican camp.

The defeat across tradi-
tionally Republican strong-
holds, including Texas,
Kansas, South Carolina,
Towa, North Carolina and
Ohio, has raised serious
questions about the effec-
tiveness of Trump’s politi-
cal strategy and the future
of the Make America Great
Again (MAGA) move-
ment. For Republicans, the
challenge is now twofold:
confronting a Democratic-
controlled Congress and
deciding who will lead the
party in the post-Trump era.

Blue Tsunami’ Signals

Voter Backlash

The scale of the Demo-
cratic victory has been de-
scribed by Republican
Senator Ted Cruz as a
“Blue Tsunami” and a re-
jection comparable to the
political fallout of
Watergate. Cruz argued
that the setback was not

Democrats

Capture
Both

Houses of

Congress

. TEEN——

simply the result of Repub-
lican supporters staying
away from polling stations,
but reflected a shift among
voters who had previously
backed the GOP.

He identified inflation,
corruption allegations, the
Iran war and Trump's tariff
policies as major factors
behind voter dissatisfac-
tion. His remarks have in-
tensified the debate within
Republican ranks over
whether the party needs to
reconsider its political mes-
saging and policy priorities.
The results suggest that
economic concerns and
dissatisfaction with the
administration's policies
have become significant
electoral challenges for
Trump and his party.

Succession Battle

Begins Within

Republican Ranks

Even as Trump remains
in the White House, the
question of who will inherit

his political legacy is in-
creasingly dominating Re-
publican discussions. Vice-
President JD Vance, once
widely viewed as the
frontrunner for the post-
Trump leadership, now
faces the challenge of de-
fending his political stand-
ing after actively campaign-
ing for Republican candi-
dates and playing a key role
in fundraising efforts for the
Republican National Com-
mittee.

The party's electoral set-
back could complicate
Vance's presidential ambi-
tions, particularly because of
his close association with the
Trump administration. Sena-
tor Ted Cruz, meanwhile,
has emerged as a vocal critic
of the party's electoral per-
formance. His blunt assess-
ment of the defeat has
strengthened speculation
that he may seek a more
prominent role in shaping
the GOP's future.

Secretary of State
Marco Rubio and Florida
Governor Ron DeSantis
are also being discussed as
potential contenders for the
party's leadership. Their
political positions and abil-
ity to appeal beyond
Trump's core support base
could become important
factors in the emerging suc-
cession contest.

Can MAGA Survive
Without Trump?

The biggest question
facing Republicans is
whether the MAGA move-
ment can remain politically
influential without Trump at
its centre. Some conserva-
tive strategists believe the
party must gradually move
away from Trump's con-
frontational political style
and return to a more tradi-
tional form of conservatism.
Others argue that MAGA
has become a powerful
political identity that cannot
easily be separated from

the Republican Party. The
Rockbridge Network, es-
tablished by conservative
strategist Chris Buskirk, is
reportedly working to con-
nect wealthy donors and
political activists in an effort
to sustain the MAGA
movement beyond Trump's
presidency.

A Difficult Road Ahead

for Trump

Trump is constitutionally
scheduled to complete his
presidential term in January
2029, but the Democratic
takeover of Congress could
significantly restrict his
administration's legislative
agenda. Congressional in-
vestigations, budgetary con-
frontations and disagree-
ments over domestic and
foreign policy could further
intensify political tensions in
Washington.

The midterm verdict,
therefore, represents more
than an electoral setback.
It could mark the beginning
of a defining struggle over
the Republican Party's
identity, leadership and po-
litical direction. For Trump,
the immediate challenge will
be to retain control over a
party facing growing inter-
nal dissent. For Vance,
Cruz, Rubio and DeSantis,
the coming political battle
could determine who
emerges as the leading face
of the Republican Party af-
ter Trump. The real test for
the GOP is no longer just
how to recover from the
Blue Tsunami, but whether
it can imagine a political fu-
ture beyond Donald Trump.

Abdul’s US Senate Victory Celebratedln Karnataka s Bhatkal

Jan Jan Vichar

tory with immense pride and happi-

...25Bhatkal ness. For Sarah’s family members
in Bhatkal, the electoral success is
Theelection of Abdul El-Sayed  notjusta political milestone but also

as the first Muslim senator in the
United States has sparked cel-
ebrations far beyond American
shores, reaching Bhatkal town in
Karnataka, where his wife Sarah’s
relatives have welcomed the vic-

a deeply personal moment. Her
cousins, Jukaku Shamsuddin Zia
and Bibi Husna, expressed happi-
ness over El-Sayed’s achievement
and described him as a humble, ap-
proachable and gentle person. Al-

though El-Sayed is a prominent
political figure in the United States,

his relatives in Bhatkal remember
him for his simplicity and courte-
ous nature. His victory has added
a special sense of celebration
among the family, turning an
American electoral milestone into
a moment of joy for relatives in
Karnataka.
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Cyber Warfare

The reported cyberattack on France’s
public blood service exposes a disturb-
ing new dimension of digital warfare.
Hackers allegedly attempted to manipu-
late the temperature of blood-storage
freezers, threatening supplies meant for
thousands of hospitals. Although alarm
systems detected the intrusion in time
and the stored blood products were re-
portedly secured, the incident raises
questions that governments can no
longer afford to ignore.

The danger goes far beyond France.
The country's blood service supports

more than 1,900 hospitals and provides
essential assistance to over a million pa-
tients annually. An attack on such infra-
structure is not merely a breach of com-
puter security; it is a potential threat to
human lives. Equally alarming is the ap-
parent exploitation of default passwords
and internet-connected refrigeration con-
trols. The same vulnerabilities have re-
portedly been used in attacks targeting
hundreds of European supermarkets, re-
sulting in food losses and disruption of
essential services.

The suspected involvement of Russia-
linked hacking groups adds a geopoliti-
cal dimension, although responsibility for
these incidents remains unconfirmed.

What is increasingly evident is that
critical infrastructure has become an at-
tractive target in the emerging landscape
of cyber conflict. Governments have in-
vested heavily in physical security, but
digital vulnerabilities often remain ne-
glected. Hospitals, blood banks, food
supply chains, power networks and wa-
ter systems cannot be protected by out-
dated passwords and inadequate moni-
toring.

Cybersecurity must now be treated as
a national security priority rather than
merely an IT concern. Mandatory secu-
rity audits, stronger authentication, iso-
lated control networks and emergency
response systems are essential.

Is UP Becoming Ulta Pradesh for the BJP

Jan Jan Vichar
....25Sunil Gatade

Chief minister Yogi Adityanath
is burning the midnight oil, stirring
through the politically key state to
secure power for a third term in the
polls just four months away. The
election scheduled in early 2027 is
taking place for the first time after
the massive donation theft scandal
at Ayodhya came to the fore. The
faithful have been hurt, and no one
knows how deep the wound is. The
Opposition is out to exploit it to the
fullest, to hit where it hurts most.

Coupled with this, the issues of
price rise and unemployment, as
well as student unrest; have become
a cause for concern. In the last Lok
Sabha polls, the BJP had got a
shock of its life with its tally sharply
plunging from 62 to 33 in the state’s
80 seats. The election had wit-
nessed the Akhilesh Yadav
Samajwadi Party coming out with
its best-ever performance of 37
seats. Whatever the reasons, the
word is out that the state BJP is not
fully behind him and that the chief
minister is facing backlash for pro-
moting ‘thakurvad’. State BJP chief
Pankaj Chaudhary is not known to
be aYogi fan.

This does not mean the end of
the road for the Yogi, who looks
unfazed and could come up the win-
ner by doing what he knows best —
the communal polarisation card, the
vicious 80-20 game that has seen
him come on the top. Anything can
happen by the time of the elections
is what is being said ominously. This
means there could be a slip between
the cup and the lip for rival sides
given the BJP’s propensity to play
the communal card to a devastating
effect.

Uttar Pradesh is the jewel of
BJP’s Hindutva politics, and it is not
for nothing that the former Gujarat
CM had turned it into his
karmabhumi. There are many ifs and
buts if the BJP is to repeat its dismal
performance in the Lok Sabha polls,
which had resulted in Narendra
Modi failing to get an absolute ma-
jority for the third term. It
should not be forgotten that
the BJP had lost Ayodhya in
the polls, much to the shock
of the world’s largest party.

The Yogi is posing to be
deferential to Mr Modi,
knowing fully well that the
PM mightbe facing a crisis
at the national level but still
has the wherewithal to turn
things topsy-turvy for him.
All is not well in the
organisation, as is clear from
the fact that party chief Nitin Nabin,
as well as some central office bear-
ers and RSS leaders, recently held
feedback sessions with regional
leaders, which saw issues of ‘neglect’
by a section of leadership coming
to the fore. Reports of Amit Shah
coming to Uttar Pradesh soon for
tightening the nuts and bolts have
also appeared. But the thing is that
the scenario in the state ahead of the
2027 polls is not the one that was in
2022 or2017. The Brahmins, who
have a traditional rivalry with the
Thakurs, are not happy with Yogi,
who has used his power to spread
the influence of his community far
and wide. The problem for the Brah-
mins is that since they have aligned
with the BJP for long, they have
become alien to other parties. The
community shifted from the Con-
gress lock, stock and barrel after the
beginning of the Ram Janmabhoomi
movement in the late 80s, making

the grand old party a cripple in the
most crucial state. Will the TINA
(There Is No Alternative) factor
help the BJP to keep a majority of
Brahmins with it? The answer could
be in the affirmative at the present.
The dominance of Thakurs at the
police station level too has affected
other communities.

e d

Akhilesh Yadav had lost power
after people were fed up with the
Yadav control of police stations that,
according to their perception, had
helped the Yadavs and the Muslims
alone. However, Yogi's take on his
governance is different: “We have
razed mafia to dust.” He insists that
his government’s zero-tolerance
policy towards crime has resulted
in better facilities, economic growth,
and investment in the state. While
the BJP is making every effort to
come up as the winner in UP, it is
not unduly worried as to whatever
the outcome.

A section in the BJP believes
that whatever happens in Uttar
Pradesh, it is unlikely to affect the
party at the national level or the
Modi dispensation. This meant that
an upset for Yogi is not necessarily
an upset for the PM. The BJP, es-
pecially Modi, has honed the art of
managing the states to his will from

the Centre; whatever the dispen-
sation there, goes the refrain. It was
the Modi brand of ‘cooperative
federalism’ or whatever the detrac-
tors say. Besides, an Opposition-
ruled state helps the BJP grow
there in the Lok Sabha polls, is the
reasoning. Heads, I win; tails, I win.
In the last Assembly polls, there
were a number of seats won by the
BJP by a very lesser margin. Yogi
had pygmed all other leaders, be
they Deputy CMs or ministers, to
such an extent that the impression
for the past decade is that Yogi
alone rules. This was bound to
have its fallout at a time when the
Samajwadi Party is looking a seri-
ous contender for power. In the just
concluded UP Legislative Council
(MLC) elections, the BJP lost the
Varanasi Teachers' constituency, a
politically significant seat because
Varanasi is the PM’s Lok Sabha
constituency. The outcome of the
Assembly polls also depended
upon the index of Opposition unity
in the state. If the much-talked-
about Samajwadi Party-Congress
alliance takes place without much
friction, the BJP will get a run for
its money, as the Opposition would
be raring to cause an upset. But if
the Opposition’s alliance-making
falters, it could lead to an advanta-
geous situation for the BJP, which
had won a number of seats last time
by a slender margin.

BSP supremo Mayawati is be-
coming a spent force day by day
as she has become inactive to the
core. In recent elections, she has
played a role that supports the BJP
by her inaction and helping to split
the opposition vote. With the UP
polls on the cards, 2027 is going
to be politically significant for the
BJP.
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CM Samrat Choudhary’s
Remark Triggers Political Row

Jan Jan Vichar
...25Varun Kumar, Patna

Bihar Chief Minister Samrat
Choudhary’s remark that there is
no ‘apraadh’ in the state, although
crimes may occur, has triggered a
political controversy, with the Op-
position questioning the
government’s claims on law and
order.

Speaking at an event organised
by the National Highways Author-
ity of India (NHAI) in Delhi on
Tuesday, Choudhary said, “Hamare
yahan koi apraadh nahi hai.
Apraadh ka concept hi khatam ho
chuka hai. Crime ho sakte hain,
lekin apraadh nahi, koi apraadhi
nahihai.”

The statement drew a sharp re-
sponse from Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJD) working president and
Leader of Opposition in the Bihar
Assembly, Tejashwi Yadav, who
shared a video of the Chief
Minister’s remarks on social me-
dia platform X.

Questioning Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s leadership,
Yadav asked whether he wanted

to see Bihar ruined under
Choudhary’s leadership.

Taking a further swipe at the
Chief Minister, the RJD leader
questioned whether the bureaucrats
present on the stage felt honoured
or humiliated while working with
someone who, according to him,
had once been named in a case
related to the murder of seven
people.

Choudhary, who began his po-
litical career with the RJD, has con-
sistently maintained that he was
falsely implicated in a case regis-
tered in the 1990s in his home dis-
trict of Munger.

First BJP Chief Minister After
Nitish Kumar’s Exit

Choudhary took over as
Bihar’s Chief Minister in April
2026, becoming the first BJP leader

to hold the post in the state. His
elevation followed the departure of
Nitish Kumar, Bihar’s longest-serv-
ing Chief Minister, from the office.
Nitish Kumar is now a Rajya
Sabha MP, while his son Nishant
Kumar has joined the Bihar Cabi-
net as Health Minister.
Chirag Praises Choudhary’s
Crime-Control Vision
Union Minister Chirag Paswan,
whose Lok Janshakti Party (Ram
Vilas) is part of the NDA alliance,
declined to comment directly on the
Chief Minister’s controversial re-
marks but praised his approach to
crime control. Paswan said that
Choudhary, being both the Chief
Minister and Home Minister, must
have facts and figures to support
his statement. As a Bihari, I would
like to see the state become crime-
free and emerge as a fertile desti-
nation for investors,” Paswan said.
The contrasting reactions from
the Opposition and NDA allies
have brought the issue of law and
order in Bihar back into the politi-
cal spotlight, with the Chief
Minister’s remarks becoming the
centre of a fresh political debate.

Continued from page 15

ASSAM SEEKS CBI
PROBE INTO
FLOOD DISASTER

15,000 per severely
affected family. In September,
the government reported
transferring Rs 25.12 crore to
16,746 flood-affected fami-
lies in Sivasagar, Charaideo
and Jorhat. However, imme-
diate financial assistance
cannot by itself address the
long-term consequences of a
major flood disaster. Dam-
aged agricultural land, lost
livelihoods, destroyed houses
and disrupted local economic
activities require sustained
rehabilitation.

For farming families, the
loss of an entire agricultural
season can have conse-
quences extending well

beyond the period of inun-
dation. Small traders, daily
wage earners and rural house-
holds also need support to
restore their sources of in-
come.

A transparent assessment of
losses and timely delivery of
eligible compensation will
therefore remain essential.

Beyond investigation: Can

Assam build a stronger

flood-management system?

The Cabinet's decision to
seek a CBI inquiry is an impor-
tant administrative develop-
ment, but an investigation alone
cannot prevent another disas-
ter. Assam remains highly
vulnerable to floods because of
its river systems, intense
monsoon rainfall and geo-
graphical conditions. The
experience of July 2026 under-
lines the need for a compre-
hensive approach involving

scientific flood forecasting,
regular inspection of embank-
ments, improved drainage,
river-basin management and
coordination with neighbouring
states.

Climate change is also
increasing concerns over
extreme rainfall events, making
traditional flood-management
practices increasingly inad-
equate in certain vulnerable
areas. The state needs to move
beyond emergency relief and
adopt a long-term strategy that
combines infrastructure im-
provement, environmental
protection and community-level
disaster preparedness.
Accountability must go beyond

a Cabinet announcement

The proposed CBI inquiry
has raised expectations among
flood-affected residents that
the circumstances behind the
disaster will finally receive a

thorough examination. But
the announcement is only the
first step. The state govern-
ment must formally submit its
request, the competent
authorities must decide on
the investigation, and any
inquiry undertaken must be
allowed to proceed indepen-
dently.

The people of Sivasagar
and Charaideo deserve clear
answers about what hap-
pened, why the devastation
was so extensive and
whether preventable adminis-
trative or infrastructural
failures contributed to the
disaster. For the flood-hit
population, the real test will
not be the announcement of
an investigation, but whether
it produces accountability,
meaningful rehabilitation and
concrete measures to prevent
a recurrence.
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Not every dream of a
better life requires a bigger
house or a more luxurious
address. Sometimes, happi-
ness lies in the familiar sur-
roundings, old friendships
and memories that turn a
house into a home. Dilwali
Diwali explores this simple
but meaningful idea through
the story of a Punjabi family
caught between modem as-
pirations and emotional at-
tachment to its roots.

The film centres on the
Sikka family. Goggi (Manoj
Pahwa), his wife Sukhi
(Neelu Koli) and their
daughter Mahi (Aurra
Bhatnagar Badoni) liveinan
old house surrounded by
memories and a close-knit
neighbourhood. Their son
Ansh (Mihir Ahuja), who
has been living in Norway
for years, wants to improve
his parents' lifestyle. With
that intention, he buys them
a luxurious apartment in a
high-rise building.

But the parents are un-
willing to abandon the home
and neighbourhood where
they have spent much of
their lives. Rather than dis-
appoint their son, they pre-
tend to have shifted to the
new apartment while con-

tinuing to live in their old
house. The situation takes
an emotional turn when
Ansh returns home for
Diwali and discovers the
truth.

Written by Ritu Mago
and directed by Ritesh
Menon, the film addresses
a familiar conflict between
generations. For many
young people, progress
means better facilities, mod-
ern homes and a more com-
fortable lifestyle. For their
parents, however, happiness
is often rooted in relation-
ships, familiar faces and the

A Heartwarming Reminder
That Home Is Where the

Heart Belongs

emotional security of a
neighbourhood. The film's
Punjabi setting, everyday
humour and opening scenes
featuring Goggi's morning
conversations with friends
over chole bhature lend the
story an appealing cultural
warmth. However, the film's
promising subject is not ex-
plored with sufficient depth.
The screenplay remains pre-
dictable, and several emo-
tional situations feel hurried.
Sukhi's character briefly
raises an interesting question
about women who spend
their lives prioritising family

Anupam Kher Appeals to Audiences
as ‘Ramayanam Hits Theatres

Actor Anupam Kher, who lends his
voice to Jatayu and serves as the
narrator in the mythological film
Ramayanam, has shared a special
message on the film’s worldwide

lights.

release on November 5. Congratulating
the cast, producers, technicians and
entire team, Kher expressed hope that
audiences across the world would
shower the film with love and blessings.
He concluded his message with “Jai
Shri Ram”. The veteran actor also
revealed that he has been receiving
congratulatory messages and calls for
his performance. A dramatic face-off
between Jatayu and Ravana, played by
Yash, is among the film’s major high-

responsibilities while setting
aside their own aspirations.
Unfortunately, the film does
not develop this aspect
meaningfully. The conflict
between Ansh's intentions
and his parents' emotional

A

attachment to their old home
also deserved a more nu-
anced treatment.

The performances are
among the film's strongest
points. Manoj Pahwa is par-
ticularly impressive as
Goggi, balancing humour,
warmth and vulnerability
with ease. Neelu Koli brings
sincerity to Sukhi, while
Mihir Ahuja convincingly
portrays a son whose de-
sire to provide comfort
gradually turns into an emo-
tional realisation. Aurra
Bhatnagar Badoni offers
dependable support. At just
61 minutes, Dilwali Diwali is
ashort and accessible fam-
ily entertainer. Its limited
runtime, however, becomes
a weakness as the story
moves too quickly to allow
its characters and emotional
conflicts to develop fully.
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