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Commercial aviation is built
around layers of safety. The cock-
pit is the most protected part of an
aircraft, secured by procedures,
technology and trained profession-
als. Yet Flydubai Flight FZ1073,
travelling from Dubai to Tel Aviv,
faced a terrifying emergency when
a violent confrontation reportedly
erupted inside the cockpit. Indian
Captain Smit Machchhar was se-
riously injured, and the aircraft sub-
sequently lost thousands of feet of
altitude in a matter of seconds.
What followed was an extraordi-
nary sequence of decisions by the
injured captain, crew members and
passengers that helped prevent a
potentially catastrophic outcome.

The aircraft, carrying 174
people, was eventually diverted to
Tabuk, Saudi Arabia, where it
landed safely. Machchhar was
taken to hospital and was reported
to be in stable condition.

WHAT HAPPENED
According to reports, the emer-

gency unfolded around two and a
half hours after departure. A con-
frontation between the pilots re-
portedly turned violent, with
Machchhar suffering serious inju-
ries. The aircraft transmitted an
emergency signal and then under-
went a rapid descent. Reports have
put the loss of altitude at more than
14,000 feet in roughly 30 seconds.
The precise sequence of events in-
side the cockpit remains under in-
vestigation. However, the critical
moment came when the injured
captain managed to activate the
cockpit door's emergency release
mechanism. Despite his injuries,
Machchhar was able to unlock the
door and allow others to gain ac-
cess to the flight deck. That action
proved crucial.

HOW THE AIRCRAFT
WAS SAVED

Once the cockpit became ac-
cessible, crew members and pas-
sengers were able to intervene and
restrain the attacker. Reports also
indicate that two off-duty pilots

Crisis at 33,000 Feet: The Pilot
Who Fought to Save His Flight

Jan Jan Vichar
New Delhi

were among those travelling on the
aircraft and assisted during the
emergency. Their aviation experi-
ence became particularly valuable
as the situation was brought under
control. The episode was therefore
not the result of one action alone.
It was a chain of responses:
Machchhar managed to open the
cockpit door; crew members and
passengers responded; aviation-
trained people on board assisted;
and the aircraft was diverted for an
emergency landing. The reported
rapid loss of altitude underlines just
how little time was available.

In an aircraft travelling at cruis-
ing speed, losing more than 14,000
feet in less than half a minute is an
extraordinary event. The fact that
the aircraft was subsequently
stabilised and landed safely at
Tabuk made the response even
more significant.

WHAT WENT WRONG?
The most disturbing aspect of

the incident is that the reported
threat came from inside the cock-
pit. Modern aviation security is
designed around multiple layers of
protection. Cockpit doors are re-
inforced and access is tightly con-
trolled. Pilots undergo professional

training, licensing and medical and
operational checks. But no secu-
rity system can eliminate every hu-
man risk.

The incident raises important
questions: How did the confronta-
tion begin? Were there warning
signs before the flight? Could the
behaviour of the co-pilot have been
identified earlier? Were existing
procedures sufficient to deal with
a violent emergency involving flight-
deck personnel? These questions
require evidence, not speculation.

Authorities in the UAE have
ordered an investigation into the
incident. The probe is expected to
examine the circumstances of the
confrontation, the actions of those
involved and the possible motive.
Public claims about terrorism or
other motives should therefore be
treated cautiously until investigators
establish the facts.

WHAT AVIATION
MUST LEARN

The incident highlights a difficult
problem for the aviation industry:
how should an aircraft respond
when the threat originates from in-
side the flight deck? The answer
cannot simply be stronger cockpit
doors. Security must also consider

situations in which one or both pi-
lots become incapacitated, or when
control of the cockpit itself be-
comes contested. Emergency pro-
cedures, crew training, access pro-
tocols and systems for recovering
control of an aircraft all deserve
careful examination.

At the same time, aviation au-
thorities face a delicate challenge.
Strengthening screening and moni-
toring must not become an exer-
cise in hindsight or assumptions
about individual behaviour. A per-
son can pass every formal check
and still face circumstances that
emerge later.

The lesson, therefore, is not that
existing aviation safeguards have
failed entirely. Rather, the incident
demonstrates why safety systems
must continually be tested against
even the rarest scenarios.

BEYOND A STORY
OF COURAGE

Captain Smit Machchhar's ac-
tions have understandably attracted
widespread appreciation. Seriously
injured and under extreme pres-
sure, he reportedly managed to
open the cockpit door, creating an
opportunity for others to intervene.
But the larger story is about layers
of safety working under extraordi-
nary circumstances. The captain's
actions, the response of the crew
and passengers, the assistance of
other pilots and the aircraft's emer-
gency procedures collectively
helped bring 174 people safely to
the ground. Now the investigation
must answer the harder questions.

What triggered the confronta-
tion? Why did the aircraft lose alti-
tude so rapidly? How was control
regained? Did existing procedures
work as designed? And what
changes, if any, are needed to pre-
vent a similar crisis? The aircraft
landed safely. The immediate dan-
ger passed. But the real measure
of this incident will be what the
aviation industry learns from it.
Courage may have helped save the
flight that day. The responsibility
now is to ensure that stronger sys-
tems make such courage less likely
to be needed again.
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BJP eyes independent power in state

A serious controversy has
erupted in Assam after an ambu-
lance carrying a critically ill patient
was allegedly stopped to allow
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma’s convoy to pass through
Silchar.

Four traffic police personnel
have been suspended following the
incident, which came to light after
a video of the ambulance being
held up near Ramnagar ISBT sur-
faced on social media.

The ambulance was carrying
47-year-old Rajraj Chakraborty,
who was suffering from liver cir-
rhosis and was being taken to
Silchar Medical College and Hos-
pital (SMCH) in critical condition.
According to the report, the am-
bulance was stopped for around
four minutes to facilitate the Chief
Minister’s convoy.

Roha Senior Citizens’
Sammelan Observes
International Day of

Older Persons
ROHA: The Roha branch of

the Assam Senior Citizens’
Sammelan observed the Interna-
tional Day of Older Persons with
a special programme at the
Purani Charia Ali Community
Hall, honouring five senior citi-
zens for their contribution and
service to society.

The programme began with
the unfurling of the national flag
by Roha branch president
Jatindra Kumar Parai, followed
by the lighting of the ceremonial
lamp by executive president
Bhadrakanta Nath. Members
also paid tribute to deceased
members of the organisation
through a memorial cer-
emony.““

The open meeting was pre-
sided over by Jatindra Kumar
Parai. Branch secretary Girish
Chandra Das and joint secretary
Prafulla Kumar Nath explained
the objectives of the
programme, which commenced
with the organisation’s
Sammelan song.

Senior advocate Satyananda
Talukdar, who attended as the
designated speaker, spoke about
the legal safeguards and rights
available to senior citizens. State
Senior Citizens’ Sammelan ex-
ecutive member Hemodhar
Hazarika and Roha branch
member Ghanakanta Nath also
addressed the gathering and
highlighted the significance of
the International Day of Older
Persons.

Five senior citizens-
Krishnakanta Sharma, Narayan
Hazarika, Prafulla Das, Kadami
Saikia and Junu Das-were felici-
tated on the occasion. Each was
presented with a fulam gamusa,
seleng, japi and a certificate of
appreciation, along with wishes
for good health and well-being.

The programme concluded
with a performance of the Jatiya
Sangeet. Among those present
were adviser Maniram Nath,
former president Madhab
Chandra Nath, executive mem-
ber Dr Lakshidhar Das, artist
and pensioner Abani Kumar
Saikia, Neeru Bora,
Krishnakanta Tamuli, and Roha
Municipal Board deputy chair-
person Anima Das, besides
members of the Roha branch.

CM Convoy Is No Big-
ger Than a Patient’s Life

Jan Jan Vichar
Silchar

Himanta Apologises Over Ambulance Halt

The incident assumed greater
significance after Chakraborty sub-
sequently died while undergoing
treatment at SMCH. The Chief
Minister ordered an inquiry and
publicly apologised over the inci-
dent, while stating that emergency
medical services must always re-
ceive priority over VIP movements.

Sarma said ambulances and
other emergency vehicles should
not be stopped under any circum-

stances to facilitate a VIP convoy.
He also stressed that there is no
place for VIP culture in the “new
Assam” and described the Chief
Minister as a “chief servant”.

At the same time, the Chief
Minister said the patient had been
suffering from a serious illness and
that the few minutes' delay in reach-
ing the hospital could not be directly
linked to his death. The tragedy has
nevertheless raised serious ques-
tions over the implementation of
emergency-response protocols
during VIP movements. For
Chakraborty’s family, the loss has
also brought a devastating financial
burden. His wife has appealed for
government assistance, saying he
was the family's sole breadwinner
and left behind two young children.

The episode has put the spot-
light on a basic principle of public
administration: when every minute
can matter, an ambulance carrying
a patient must never become an
obstacle to a VIP convoy.

Rakibul Hussain Was Born Eat-
ing Dry Fish, Not Biryani: Ajmal

The political rhetoric sur-
rounding the Nagaon Lok Sabha
bypoll intensified further after
AIUDF chief Badruddin Ajmal
took a fresh swipe at Congress
MP Rakibul Hussain, making a
remark about his food prefer-
ences and upbringing.

Reacting to Hussain’s earlier
comments concerning biryani,
Ajmal said, according to a state-
ment circulated on social media,
that the Congress leader was
“born eating dry fish, not
biryani”. Ajmal also referred to
Hussain as coming from a poor
background and questioned
how he could have afforded
biryani.

The latest remarks have
added another layer to an in-
creasingly heated exchange in-
volving Hussain and Assam

Jan Jan Vichar
Guwahati

Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma during the campaign for the
Nagaon bypoll.

Sarma had earlier used the term
“Bakasura” while referring to
Hussain and subsequently made a
controversial remark involving
those who were “born to eat
biryani”. Hussain responded with
his own comments on the subject,
turning food into an unlikely theme
of political campaigning.

Ajmal’s latest statement has
now brought the AIUDF chief di-
rectly into the verbal confrontation.
The exchange comes at a time when
political parties are intensifying their

campaigning ahead of polling on
October 6, with votes scheduled
to be counted on October 9.

The increasingly personal na-
ture of the remarks has shifted
attention away from policy issues
and towards the rhetoric being
used by political leaders and
candidates during the campaign.
With polling day approaching,
the Nagaon contest is witness-
ing an increasingly charged po-
litical atmosphere, with
speeches, counter-statements
and personal jibes becoming
prominent features of the cam-
paign.
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Artistic sculptures and installations adorn the Durga Puja pandal of Behala Young Men's
Association amid preparations ahead of the upcoming Durga Puja festival, in Kolkata.

Drunk Software
Engineer Rams Into
Seven Pedestrians in

Hyderabad
HYDERABAD: Seven pe-

destrians were injured after a car
allegedly driven by a drunk soft-
ware engineer rammed into a group
of people in Hyderabad’s Kamala
Nagar area on September 29.
Three of the victims reportedly suf-
fered serious injuries.

The incident occurred under the
jurisdiction of the Kushaiguda Po-
lice Station, where police have ar-
rested the driver, identified as
Pawan, and another person who
was travelling with him in the car.

According to police, Pawan
was allegedly driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol when the vehicle
struck pedestrians walking along
the roadside. The injured persons,
reportedly from Bihar, were rushed
to a hospital in the ECIL area for
treatment.

CCTV footage of the incident
has surfaced and is circulating on
social media. The footage report-
edly shows a group of pedestrians
walking along the road before a
speeding car approaches from be-
hind and crashes into them.

Police said the vehicle hit the
pedestrians while the driver was
allegedly intoxicated. The presence
of another person inside the car at
the time of the incident is also be-
ing investigated.

The arrests have brought re-
newed attention to the dangers
posed by drunk and reckless driv-
ing, particularly in areas where pe-
destrians share busy roads with
vehicles.

Police have registered a case
and are conducting further investi-
gation to establish the complete cir-
cumstances surrounding the crash.

The incident once again high-
lights the potentially devastating
consequences of driving under the
influence and the need for strict
enforcement of road-safety laws.

NEW DELHI: Google has
taken an ambitious step towards
moving artificial intelligence com-
puting beyond Earth with the suc-
cessful launch of a prototype sat-
ellite carrying the company’s
specialised Tensor Processing Unit
(TPU) chips under Project
Suncatcher.

The satellite was launched
aboard SpaceX’s Transporter-18
rideshare mission, using a Falcon
9 rocket from California’s
Vandenberg Space Force Base.
Google CEO Sundar Pichai wel-
comed the launch, describing it as
an important early milestone for an
idea that could potentially reshape
the future of AI computing.

Developed in partnership with
Planet Labs and SpaceX, Project

Google Takes AI to Space: Project
Suncatcher Satellite Successfully Launched

Suncatcher is aimed at studying
whether AI computing infrastruc-
ture could eventually operate in
space. Google is particularly inter-
ested in the potential availability of
solar power in orbit, where satel-
lites can have much greater expo-
sure to sunlight than facilities on
Earth.

The prototype mission, how-
ever, is only an initial experiment.
The company must determine how
AI processors perform under the
harsh conditions of space, includ-
ing radiation and extreme tempera-
ture fluctuations. Google has said
that contact with the satellite has
been established and that it is op-
erating as expected.

The data collected during the
coming weeks will be crucial in as-

sessing the feasibility of space-
based AI computing. Researchers
will need to examine not only chip
performance but also power gen-
eration, communication, reliability
and the practical challenges of op-
erating computing infrastructure in
orbit.

The project comes as demand
for AI computing continues to grow,
putting increasing pressure on con-
ventional data centres for electric-
ity and cooling.

Project Suncatcher does not
mean that space-based data cen-
tres are arriving tomorrow. But the
successful prototype launch marks
a significant experiment in testing
whether the next generation of AI
infrastructure could one day extend
beyond Earth.

NEW DELHI: Indian pilot
Captain Smit Machchhar has re-
ceived praise from senior Indian
Union Muslim League (IUML)
leader Panakkad Syed Munavvar
Ali Shihab Thangal for his cour-
age and presence of mind during
a serious incident aboard a
Flydubai flight.

Captain Machchhar was pilot-
ing Flydubai flight FZ1073, a
Boeing 737 MAX 8 travelling

IUML Leader Praises Pilot Captain Smit Machchhar for Courage

from Dubai to Tel Aviv, when the
co-pilot allegedly attacked him and

attempted to take control of the
aircraft. According to reports, the
aircraft rapidly lost altitude during
the incident.

Despite sustaining injuries,
Machchhar is reported to have
managed to regain control of the
situation, seek assistance and pre-
vent the alleged attempt from suc-
ceeding. The aircraft was subse-
quently diverted and made an
emergency landing at Tabuk in

Saudi Arabia with the help of ad-
ditional pilots.

The flight was carrying 174
passengers, who were reported to
have survived the incident.
Thangal praised Machchhar’s
courage and professional commit-
ment.

The 39-year-old pilot is cur-
rently receiving medical treatment
and has reportedly been moved
to Abu Dhabi for further care.
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From Digital Credits to
Real Student Mobility

EDITORIAL

Why ECs Too Are To Blame for India’s Worst Electoral Crisis
Jan Jan Vichar
Shikha Mukerjee

Large-scale deletions and ap-
peals have intensified scrutiny of the
Election Commission’s process
Election Commission of India. The
total number of adults not eligible to
vote in India, 13 crore by some ac-
counts, which is 15 crore by others,
is approximately the population of
all men, women and children in coun-
tries like Mexico, Japan and the
Democratic Republic of Congo.
These adults are victims of the Elec-
tion Commission of India’s purifica-
tion of electoral rolls through a new
fangled methodology, the software-
driven Special Intensive Revision.

 The innovations in use of tech-
nology and the “logical discrepan-
cies” could have been, in the over-
whelming majority of cases, recti-
fied had human intelligence been
applied by the electoral registration
officers in conjunction with the block
level officers, and that would have
solved most of the problems. There
is evidence to suggest that this is a
truthful statement; in West Bengal,
where the SIR controversy contin-
ues to rage, over 93 per cent of
appeals to the Supreme Court-or-
dered adjudication tribunals, follow-
ing discoveries of mostly “logical dis-
crepancies,” have been found to
have been filed by “eligible” voters.
In other words, eligible voters were
struck off the electoral rolls by the
machinery of the ECI.

There are confirmations of re-
ports that voters who exercised their
vote in West Bengal have now found
themselves scratched off the elec-
toral rolls, post the May elections.
Reckoned at its current speed of
disposing appeals, the tribunals
could take 12 years or more to re-

store voting rights to some 37 lakhs
of voters in West Bengal. If this is
the consequence of the ECI’s inno-
vations in one of India, what then
will happen to the 13 crore or 15
crore adults living with uncretainty
as the thrid phase of SIR nears its
end?

The question of who is respon-
sible for this enormous mess is
“problematic”, as Chirag Paswan,
Union minister and leader of the Lok
Janashakti Party, described it would
be “if people begin to doubt the
electoral process itself”. Is it the
chief election commissioner,
Gyanesh Kumar, or the trio, mean-
ing the other two election commis-
sioners, Messers Sandhu and Joshi,
as well? The issue was raised by the
news report in the Indian Express
that, finally, shook the Indian politi-
cal establishment which, it must be
pointed out, already knew the con-
sequences of the ECI’s decisions as
the numbers of delisted voters
zoomed. But was it just one man
who led the assault on India’s free
and fair election process or was it
all three?

The simple answer is all three.
Regardless of how culpable
Gyanesh Kumar is, neither of the
two ECs quit office for the
misdemeanours of the Election
Commission. It is the Election Com-
mission which has acted against the
interests of the people, meaning that
national interest has been danger-
ously compromised by the decisions
of the trio selected to see that the
machinery of elections runs without
a glitch. As many as 13 crore or 15
crore glitches are not a pardonable
mistake; the magnitude points to a
reckless abuse of power amounting
to irresponsibility, at the root of
which is the 2023 law giving immu-

nity from consequences to the ECs
for decisions taken. If the two elec-
tion commissioners, Sukhbir Singh
Sandhu and Vivek Joshi, had dif-
ferences with the chief election com-
missioner, who incidentally is not
their boss, the difference between
the three being of designation rather
than authority, they had every rea-
son, backed by the authority they
enjoyed, to say so. Earlier election
commissioners did. Legendary elec-
tion commissioner T.N. Seshan
challenged the appointment of M.S.
Gill and G.V. Krishnamurthy. The
Supreme Court rapped his knuck-
les for thinking his status was supe-
rior to his colleagues. In 2009, chief
election commissioner N.
Gopalaswami sent a 90-page report
to the President asking for the re-
moval of his colleague, election com-
missioner Navin Chawla. Differ-
ences of opinion are routine in a
collegium-style commission or judi-
ciary or even the Cabinet or as is so
public, inside corporate board-
rooms as in the Tata Trusts-Tata
Sons case. Dissent, in writing, is
another matter. Taking responsibil-
ity for dissenting is one step up,
where resignation is the usual action
taken. Neither Mr Sandhu nor Mr
Joshi resigned; hiding behind a leak,
these two individuals, guilty of gross
violation of the law, did not make
their views public and fall on the
sword, as it were. These two ECs
actually wrote official memos to the
Cabinet Secretary of India, know-
ing that it was a grave transgression
of the autonomy principle that un-
derlies the constitutional provision
that set up the Election Commission
in the first place. Demanding the res-
ignation or submitting a motion call-
ing for the impeachment of CEC
Gyanesh Kumar in the Lok Sabha

and Rajya Sabha is good politics.
Punish the guilty is what the law
does, and legislative power is all
about making good laws. However,
the impeachment in a sense, ab-
solves the CEC and, in fact, the trio
of all responsibility for the SIR mess
and the crisis of confidence in the
public mind about the impartiality,
neutrality and basic competence of
the Election Commission as an in-
stitution. For the first time in inde-
pendent India, the totality of all vot-
ers, 97.97 crore Indians in 2024,
equal to the number of all adults resi-
dent in India, have lived with the un-
certainty of being declared “ineli-
gible”, and subject to the threat by
Gyanesh Kumar endorsed by the
Union home minister Amit Shah in
Lok Sabha on December 10 that
the purpose of the SIR process is
to DETECT, DELETE, DEPORT.

While detection and deletion are
the usual job of the Election Com-
mission — done through the now
delayed Special Summary Revision
and the additions that happen as a
matter of routine during the usual
Summary Revisions — deporta-
tion as a consequence of electoral
roll revision was a new addition.
After DETECT and DELETE, that
was normal revision process, the
DEPORT was genuflection to the
BJP’s political agenda of exclud-
ing allegedly two crore
“ghuspaithiyas”, illegal Muslim im-
migrants from Bangladesh, who ap-
parently had changed the “demog-
raphy” of the border districts in
Assam and West Bengal.

The politics of demographic
change posing a threat to the Hindu
majority by the Muslim minority un-
derlay the DEPORT conclusion to
the Election Commission’s SIR ex-
ercise.

The National Education Policy (NEP)
2020 placed flexibility at the heart of
higher education reform. Its vision is
compelling: students should be able to
change institutions or programmes, ac-
cumulate academic credits, pause their
studies and return later without losing
their educational progress. The Aca-
demic Bank of Credits (ABC) was cre-
ated to make this vision possible.

India has certainly built an impressive
digital foundation. Thousands of higher

education institutions are now connected
to the ABC system, while millions of aca-
demic records have been mapped to stu-
dents. Yet digital connectivity alone can-
not guarantee academic mobility

The real challenge begins when a stu-
dent wants to transfer credits from one
institution to another. A credit stored digi-
tally has value only when another institu-
tion is prepared to recognise it. Differences
in curricula, course content, examinations,
academic calendars and degree require-
ments can make portability uncertain. In-
stitutional autonomy is important, but stu-
dents also need clear and predictable rules
before they decide to transfer.

There is also an economic dimension

that cannot be ignored. Moving to another
city may involve additional costs for ac-
commodation, food, transportation and
other expenses. For financially con-
strained families, the formal freedom to
transfer may therefore remain largely
theoretical.

The next phase of NEP implementa-
tion must move beyond counting regis-
trations and digital records. Authorities
should publish regular data on actual
credit transfers, successful transfers and
rejected requests, along with reasons for
rejection. Universities should clearly
disclose their equivalence and transfer
policies so students can make informed
choices.
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Gandhiji: The Mahatma and the
Controversies We Rarely Discuss

that the problem was much deeper:
caste itself had to be dismantled,
and oppressed communities
needed independent political
power. Their confrontation came to
a head in 1932 over separate elec-
torates for the Depressed Classes.
Gandhi opposed separate elector-
ates, fearing that they would divide
Hindu society. Ambedkar sup-
ported them as a means of ensur-
ing genuine political representation.
The dispute eventually produced
the Poona Pact, under which re-
served seats for the Depressed
Classes were provided within a
joint electorate. The agreement re-
mains historically significant pre-
cisely because it represented a
compromise between two very dif-
ferent visions. For Gandhi, social
unity was essential. For Ambedkar,
social justice required political au-
tonomy. Any serious discussion of
Gandhi's legacy must therefore in-
clude Ambedkar's criticism rather
than presenting Gandhi's position as
the final word on caste.
The power-and controversy-of

Gandhi's fasts
Gandhi's fasts were among his

most powerful political instruments.
He regarded fasting as a form of
moral discipline and self-purification.
But the method also generated a dif-
ficult political question: when a leader
possesses enormous moral author-
ity, can a personal act become a
form of political pressure on others?
The Poona Pact illustrates this ten-
sion. Ambedkar later remained criti-
cal of the circumstances surround-
ing the agreement and the pressure
created by Gandhi's fast. This does
not diminish Gandhi's sincerity. It
demonstrates something more com-
plicated: moral authority can itself
become political power. That is a
question worth remembering in ev-
ery age.

Gandhi versus the
revolutionaries

Gandhi's absolute commitment
to non-violence also placed him at
odds with revolutionaries who be-
lieved armed resistance against
colonial rule could be justified. The
disagreement was not simply about
tactics. It concerned the nature of
freedom itself. Gandhi believed that
violent means could corrupt the
society created after indepen-
dence. Others argued that an em-

The Gandhi India remembers
The temptation in today's po-

litical culture is to turn historical fig-
ures into political property. Gandhi
is claimed by different ideological
camps because his legacy contains
elements that speak to very differ-
ent political traditions. But Gandhi
cannot be reduced to a few quota-
tions. The man who preached
equality had troubling racial atti-
tudes in his youth. The man who
fought untouchability disagreed pro-
foundly with Ambedkar about how
caste should be destroyed. The
apostle of non-violence opposed
those who believed armed struggle
was legitimate. The advocate of
women's public participation held
controversial views about sexuality
and morality. The champion of truth
was also a thinker whose ideas
evolved repeatedly throughout his
life. These contradictions do not
make Gandhi insignificant. They
make him human-and therefore his-
torically worth examining.
Beyond worship and rejection

India does not have to choose
between worshipping Gandhi and
rejecting him. There is a more ma-
ture alternative: understand him.
That means reading Gandhi along-
side Ambedkar. Examining his
South African record alongside his
later transformation. Studying his
relationship with Bose. Discussing
his fasts, his economic ideas, his
views on caste, religion, women
and sexuality without fear or rev-
erence. A democracy should be
able to question even its most re-
vered figures. Gandhi's legacy
should therefore not be protected
from scrutiny. Nor should his
achievements be erased because
his record contains contradictions.
The real Gandhi was neither a flaw-
less saint nor a figure who can be
dismissed through a list of contro-
versies. He was a complex politi-
cal and moral thinker whose ideas
changed over time-and whose life
continues to provoke arguments
about power, equality, freedom,
religion, caste, violence and truth.
Perhaps that is the Gandhi India
needs to remember today. Not the
Gandhi who is beyond question, but
the Gandhi who forces us to ask
difficult questions. Because when
history becomes mythology, truth
loses its power. And Gandhi, above
all, claimed that truth mattered.

pire built through violence could
not necessarily be defeated through
moral persuasion alone. His differ-
ences with Subhas Chandra Bose
reflected this larger ideological di-
vide. Both wanted independence,
but they differed profoundly over
strategy, political organisation and
the role of force. The freedom
struggle was therefore not a single
Gandhi-led story. It was a much
larger movement containing com-
peting visions of India's future

The controversy over
Gandhi's celibacy experiments

The most personal controversy
surrounding Gandhi concerns his
experiments with brahmacharya.
In his later years, Gandhi con-
ducted experiments in self-control
that included sleeping beside
young women, including his
grandniece Manu Gandhi. Gandhi
regarded these experiments as
tests of his ability to maintain celi-
bacy and spiritual discipline. But the
practice has generated serious ethi-
cal questions. The fact that Gandhi
considered the experiments spiritu-
ally meaningful does not automati-
cally resolve questions concerning
age, consent, vulnerability and the
enormous power imbalance be-
tween him and the women involved.
At the same time, his views must
be understood within his broader
philosophy of self-restraint and his
campaigns against several forms of
social oppression. The contradic-
tion remains. Gandhi could chal-
lenge social conventions while si-
multaneously holding intensely per-
sonal and restrictive ideas about
sexuality.

 Women: Empowerment and
contradiction

Gandhi played an extraordinary
role in bringing Indian women into
mass politics. Women participated
in civil disobedience, protests,
picketing and the freedom move-
ment in large numbers. Yet Gandhi's
ideas about women were not iden-
tical to modern concepts of gen-
der equality. He placed enormous
emphasis on chastity, sacrifice, pu-
rity and self-control. Thus, even
here, the historical picture is mixed.
He expanded women's political
participation while retaining ideas
about sexuality and morality that
many contemporary readers would
question.

Every October 2, India remem-
bers Mohandas Karamchand
Gandhi as the Mahatma-the apostle
of non-violence, the champion of
truth and one of the central figures
of India's freedom struggle. His
image is everywhere. His name is
invoked across political ideologies.
His words are quoted by leaders
who otherwise disagree on almost
everything. Yet there is another
Gandhi-the Gandhi of contradic-
tions, disagreements and uncom-
fortable questions.
To examine that Gandhi is not to
erase his contribution. It is to
recognise that history becomes
weaker when great personalities
are transformed into flawless icons.

The uncomfortable
South African chapter

One of the most debated as-
pects of Gandhi's life concerns his
early years in South Africa. Histori-
cal research has documented in-
stances in which Gandhi used
deeply problematic language about
Africans and sought to distinguish
the Indian community from the
Black population within the racial
hierarchy of colonial society. Some
of his early writings contain atti-
tudes that, judged by today's stan-
dards, are unmistakably disturbing.
The historical context explains
some of these attitudes but does
not erase them.

Gandhi was a young lawyer
fighting discrimination against Indi-
ans, and his political consciousness
evolved considerably during his
South African years and afterward.
His later philosophy moved toward
a much broader opposition to ra-
cial and imperial oppression. But
that evolution itself is important. The
Gandhi of his youth was not identi-
cal to the Gandhi who later became
a global symbol of equality and
non-violent resistance.

Gandhi and Ambedkar: The
battle over caste

Perhaps the most consequential
disagreement in Gandhi's political
life was with Dr B.R. Ambedkar.
Both opposed untouchability, but
their approaches were fundamen-
tally different. Gandhi sought to re-
form Hindu society and eliminate
untouchability. Ambedkar argued

Jan Jan Vichar
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Reality television thrives
on competition, but in Rise
& Fall 2, the competition
is increasingly spilling be-
yond the boundaries of the
tasks. The latest episode
turned a fireworks challenge
into a heated confrontation
between Tej Pratap Yadav
and Manish Kashyap, as an
argument over the game
quickly expanded into a
larger clash over authority,
effort and the treatment of
contestants.

The season, hosted by
former Indian cricketer
Virender Sehwag, brings to-
gether 15 contestants from
television, entertainment,
social media and public life.
They are divided into Rul-
ers and Workers, with the
unequal distribution of
power forming the central
theme of the game. The lat-
est fireworks task exposed
just how intense that power
struggle can become.
A task designed to test

patience
The challenge appeared

straightforward: Workers
had to prepare fireworks
that would pass a quality in-
spection and, in the process,
increase the Prize Pot. But
there was a major catch.
Repeated rejection of fire-
works could force the
Workers to eliminate one of
their own members. The
pressure was therefore not
limited to completing the
task. Every rejected fire-
work potentially threatened
the position of someone in-
side the Basement.

The tension began early
when Shehzad Poonawalla
rejected a firework and
questioned whether his de-
cision was being viewed as
unfair. The exchange with
Priyanka Chahar
Choudhary added another
layer of friction before the

When Politics Entered the Game
Tej Pratap–Manish Kashyap Clash Raises the Heat in Rise & Fall 2

A fireworks challenge turns
into a battle over authority,

effort and respect as tensions
rise between the Rulers and

Workers

task moved into more seri-
ous territory. Then came the
rejection that changed the
mood.

Manish's firework
becomes the flashpoint

When Shehzad rejected
a firework prepared by
Manish Kashyap, Manish
objected to the decision.
Tej Pratap Yadav became
involved in the discussion,
and what began as a dis-
agreement over the task
soon turned into a much
sharper confrontation.

Tej accused Manish of
attempting to manoeuvre
the situation in his favour.
Manish, on the other hand,
argued that the Workers
were putting in the effort
and were not being treated
fairly by those in power.
The argument gradually
moved beyond the rejected
firework.

Issues of identity, privi-
lege, hard work and the dif-
ference between Rulers and
Workers entered the con-
versation. At one point, Tej
objected to politics being
brought into the game. The
exchange became one of the
episode's major talking
points-not simply because
two contestants disagreed,
but because it exposed the
central tension built into Rise

& Fall: those who exercise
power and those who must
work under it.

Rejections turn into
a survival battle

The fireworks challenge
became even more difficult
when the quality-control
officials could not reach a
consensus on certain fire-
works. The Ultimate Ruler
was eventually given the au-
thority to make the final
decision. Then came an-
other blow. Three fire-
works were rejected in one
round, leaving the Workers
with the difficult choice of
sacrificing one of their own.
Anish Bhagat volunteered
to leave, but the crisis re-
turned in the following
round. After Kajal
Raghwani's mistake involv-
ing the colours, all three
fireworks in that round
were rejected. Niharika
Tiwari was subsequently
selected to leave the game.
The decision visibly af-
fected her and led to an-
other confrontation, this
time involving Gautam
Gulati. Kaira Anu at-
tempted to intervene as ten-
sions escalated but eventu-
ally stepped away from the
situation. What was sup-
posed to be a manufactur-
ing challenge had now be-

come a test of loyalty, pa-
tience and internal unity.

36 fireworks made
only 20 approved
The Workers eventually

managed to recover some
ground. Three fireworks
were approved in the fourth
round, while all the fire-
works in the fifth round
passed inspection. But by
then, the damage had al-
ready been done. The
Workers produced 36 fire-
works, of which only 20
were approved. The result
added Rs. 10 lakh to the
Rulers' Prize Pot and
handed the Rulers victory in
the first Prize Pot challenge.

The financial gap also
became significant. The
Rulers' pot reached Rs. 38
lakh, while the Workers
were left with Rs. 3.25 lakh.
For the Workers, there-
fore, the task was not
merely a lost challenge. It
widened the power and fi-
nancial divide that already

defines the Tower.
The Penthouse is

changing too
While the Basement

was dealing with the fallout
of the fireworks challenge,
the equations in the Pent-
house were also shifting.
Swara Bhasker praised
Shehzad Poonawalla for
standing by his position dur-
ing the task. Meanwhile, the
confrontation between Tej
Pratap and Manish added
another dimension to the
existing power equations.
Tej had already emerged as
a major power figure in the
game. He became the first
Ultimate Ruler after winning
the petrol challenge, giving
him considerable influence
within the Tower. With
Manish increasingly vocal
about the Workers' posi-
tion, their confrontation
now has the potential to
become one of the more
closely watched personal
dynamics of the season.


