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Bengal CMSets November 30
Deadline for CAA Hearings

Jan Jan Vichar
...25Raiganj

West Bengal Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari has announced
a tough approach towards alleged
illegal infiltration from Bangladesh,
declaring that his government will
identify those who entered India
unlawfully and initiate steps to send
them back. At the same time, he
has set November 30 as the dead-
line for completing hearings on
9,000 pending citizenship applica-
tions filed by Hindu refugees un-
der the Citizenship (Amendment)
Act (CAA).

Speaking during his first visit to
North Dinajpur district since as-
suming office, Adhikari addressed
an administrative meeting in
Raiganj and later spoke at a pub-
lic gathering. He said the district
administration had been directed to
complete the pending CAA hear-
ings within the stipulated deadline.
Adhikari said Hindu refugees who
had allegedly been forced to leave
Bangladesh because of their reli-
gious identity would be considered
for Indian citizenship under the
CAA. Heappealed to eligible refu-
gees who had not yet applied to
submit their applications without
delay.

Iwill give citizenship certificates
to the refugees,” he said, referring
to the 9,000 applications pending
in the district. He also said the le-
gal process should be completed
promptly so that eligible applicants
do not remain in uncertainty.

Holding stations
and border vigilance

On theissue of illegal infiltration,
the Chief Minister said the state
government would identify sus-
pected illegal entrants, place them
in holding stations and take steps
for their return to Bangladesh in
accordance with the law. He ap-
pealed to residents of border ar-
eas to assist the police and the
Border Security Force (BSF) in
identifying suspected cases ofille-
gal entry. He also directed officials
to take strict action against illegal
madrasas operating in border ar-
eas.

North Dinajpur shares an inter-
national boundary with Bangladesh
and has frequently figured in de-
bates over border security, migra-
tion and citizenship. Adhikari's an-
nouncement places these issues at

the centre of the new state
government's priorities. However,
any identification, detention or de-
portation must follow established
legal procedures, including verifi-
cation of nationality and compliance
with applicable laws.
Amit Shah praised over
citizenship drive

The Chief Minister described
Union Home Minister Amit Shah
as an “Iron Man” and said Shah
had entrusted him with the respon-
sibility of ensuring that eligible Hindu
refugees receive citizenship certifi-
cates. Adhikari also said no Hindu
refugee from Bangladesh should
remain in Raiganj jail and called for
the speedy completion of legal pro-
ceedings in such cases. His remarks
underline the state government's
stated intention to distinguish be-
tween refugees seeking protection

and people alleged to have entered
India unlawfully. The CAA pro-
vides an eligibility-based route to
citizenship for specified religious
communities from Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Afghanistan who
entered India on or before Decem-
ber31,2014. It does not automati-
cally grant citizenship to every per-
son claiming refugee status.
‘Warning to separatist groups

Adhikari also targeted separat-
ist slogans and groups, saying that
those raising demands such as
“Kashmir wants freedom” should
not be allowed to expand their ac-
tivities in border areas. He used
strong language against what he
described as the “tukde-tukde
gang” and warned against activities
that, in his view, could threaten na-
tional unity.

On cow protection, he ap-
pealed to people not to harm cattle,
describing cows as sacred to Hin-
dus. He warned that those respon-
sible for harming them would face
a strong response.

The Chief Minister's visit com-
bined three politically sensitive
themes-border security, citizenship
and religious identity. While his gov-
ernment has promised action
against illegal infiltration, the imple-
mentation of that promise will de-
pend on evidence-based identifica-
tion and lawful procedures. Equally,
the completion of the 9,000 CAA
applications by November 30 will
be an important test of the
administration's ability to translate
its announcement into action.

Jan Jan Vichar
...&sKokrajhar
Kokrajhar MLA Sewli
Mobhilary marked her birthday on
October 28 by planting 500
saplings at Ultapani in Sikhna
Jwhwlao National Park and
hosting a community feast for
villagers from her constituency.
Moving away from conven-
tional celebrations, Mohilary

/N
/

combined environmental conserva-

tion with community service. She

Kokrajhar MLA Plants 500 Saplings on Birthday

urged people to plant at least one
sapling on their birthdays and make

protecting nature a part of their
celebrations.

The community feast featured
traditional local dishes, reflecting
the region’s culinary heritage.
Mohilary said she would continue
working for public welfare with
renewed commitment, adding that
personal milestones could become
more meaningful when marked
through initiatives benefiting soci-
ety and the environment.
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Mukul Sangma Sounds Alarm
Over Possible Militant Revival

Jan Jan Vichar
...25Shillong

Meghalaya Leader of the Op-
position Dr Mukul Sangma has
raised concerns over reports that
former militant groups may be at-
tempting to reorganise, urging the
state government to strengthen po-
lice preparedness, improve emer-
gency response and insulate police
appointments and transfers from
political interference.

The concerns were raised at a
meeting of the State Security Com-
mission on October 28, where po-
lice operations and security chal-
lenges across Meghalaya came
under review. Sangma stressed that
the state must remain prepared to
deal with possible security threats,

Assam Police Register
28 Child Marriage Cases

mob violence, civil disturbances
and other emergencies.

Calling for a stronger and more
responsive police force, the oppo-
sition leader emphasised the need
to fill vacant posts in the police de-
partment without delay. He also ar-
gued that appointments and trans-
fers should be based on profes-
sional considerations rather than
political or external influence.

Border Security, Immigration
in Focus

Sangma also called for strict en-
forcement of the Meghalaya Resi-
dents Safety and Security Act,
2016, citing concerns over
unauthorised influx and illegal immi-
gration. Highlighting the security
challenges along the Assam-—
Meghalaya inter-state boundary, he

stressed the importance of better co-
ordination between the two states
to maintain peace and stability. He
further drew attention to difficulties
faced by landowners along the In-
dia—Bangladesh border, particularly
residents whose access to their
properties has reportedly been re-
stricted by border fencing. He said
the concerns of affected families
must be addressed alongside efforts
to strengthen border security.
Seeks Probe into Suspected
Illegal Coal Trade

The opposition leader also de-
manded a comprehensive investi-
gation into suspected illegal coal
mining and transportation in
Meghalaya. Citing alleged discrep-
ancies in official coal stock records,
he raised concerns about possible

irregularities and alleged that influ-
ential backing could be allowing
unlawful activities to continue.

He called for a thorough inquiry
to establish the facts, identify those
responsible and ensure account-
ability. Sangma’s remarks brought
several pressing issues—including
police preparedness, possible mili-
tant regrouping, border manage-
ment, immigration and suspected
illegal coal operations—into focus.

The allegations concerning mili-
tantactivity and coal-related irregu-
larities remain matters for verifica-
tion by the authorities. The state
government’s response and the ef-
fectiveness of enforcement mea-
sures will be crucial in addressing
the concerns raised at the security
commission meeting.

Assam to Train Moran, Matak Youths
to Assist with Online Land Applications

Jan Jan Vichar The Chief Minister said
#Guwahati the government would con-
tinue its efforts until child

Assam Police have reg-
istered 28 cases of child
marriage and arrested 32
people in Sribhumi district
as part of a special en-
forcement drive against the
illegal practice. The opera-
tion, conducted on the night
of October 26 across sev-
eral areas of the district,
targeted alleged offenders
and those accused of facili-
tating child marriages.

Additional Superinten-
dent of Police Pranab Jyoti
Kalita said the arrested in-
dividuals included 28 prin-
cipal accused and four al-
leged abettors. All 32 were
produced before the court,
and police sought remand
for further interrogation
wherever required. Cus-
tody was granted in some
cases. The action comes
amid a renewed statewide
campaign against child mar-
riage.

Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma announced
on Wednesday that more
than 500 people had been
detained during the latest
phase of the drive.

marriage was completely
eliminated from Assam. In
a post on X, he reiterated
that no one would be al-
lowed to curtail the aspira-
tions of girls through child
marriage.
Dhubri Records
63 Detentions

Dhubri district has also
witnessed extensive police
action, with 63 people de-
tained from areas under
nine police stations in con-
nection with alleged child
marriage cases. Those de-
tained reportedly include
individuals accused of in-
volvement in the practice,
as well as parents and
guardians suspected of fa-
cilitating such marriages.
The police station-wise
breakdown of detentions is

as follows:
Dhubri Sadar: 18,
Golakganj: 15,

Bilasipara: 9, Gauripur:
8, Chapar: 5, Fakirganj:
5, Tamarhat: 2,
Agomoni: 1
The figures provided for
these police stations ac-
count for 63 detentions.

Jan Jan Vichar

In a move aimed at improving access
to land settlement services, the Assam
government will train youths from Moran-
and Matak-inhabited areas to help com-
munity members submit online applica-
tions under Mission Basundhara 4.0.
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
announced the initiative after meeting rep-
resentatives of Moran and Matak
organisations in Dibrugarh on October 28.

The meeting focused on pending land
settlement cases, difficulties faced by ap-
plicants, deadlines for payment of land
premiums and other long-standing griev-
ances of the two communities.

Sarma said the guidelines for land
settlement under Mission Basundhara
4.0 for the Moran and Matak commu-
nities would be uploaded to the scheme's
online portal. Selected youths would re-
ceive training to assist applicants in navi-
gating the digital application process,
enabling more people to access the
scheme without facing unnecessary pro-
cedural hurdles.

The government is also considering
extending the deadline for payment of
pending land premiums and addressing
eligible settlement applications within a
stipulated timeframe.

Tribal Land Grievances Under Review

In a separate meeting, the Chief Min-
ister reviewed land-related grievances
raised by tribal communities in

Lakhimpur, Dhemaji and Majuli districts.
The discussions involved district commis-
sioners, forest department officials and
representatives of tribal organisations.
Among the key issues discussed were
difficulties in dealing with the revenue
department, pending applications under
Mission Basundhara 2.0 and 3.0, and the
proposed allotment of up to 50 bighas of
land to tribal families.

The government plans to review pend-
ing applications under the earlier phases
as part of Mission Basundhara 4.0 and
take steps to resolve eligible cases. Sarma
said the administration would work to-
wards resolving land disputes and ensur-
ing permanent ownership rights for eli-
gible tribal families.

Focus on Accessible Land Services

The proposed training initiative is in-
tended to bridge the gap between digital
land services and applicants who face
difficulties completing online procedures.
By involving trained local youths, the gov-
ernment hopes to make the application
process more accessible to Moran and
Matak residents. The proposed exten-
sion of payment deadlines could also pro-
vide additional time to applicants who
have yet to clear their pending land pre-
miums. However, the specific duration of
any extension and the final implementa-
tion schedule were not announced in the
available report. The meetings were held
during the Chief Minister's two-day visit
to Dibrugarh and Tinsukia districts.
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India Pitches AI-Powered Maritime Secu-
rity for 2028-29 UN Security Council Bid

Jan Jan Vichar
....25New Delhi
India has placed mari-
time security and artificial
intelligence (Al) at the cen-
tre of its campaign for a
non-permanent seat on the
United Nations Security
Council for the 2028-29
term, signalling its intention
to play a stronger role in
addressing emerging
threats to international
peace and security.

Addressing a high-level
Security Council debate on
emerging technologies and
maritime security, India's
Permanent Representative
to the UN, Ambassador
Harish Parvathaneni, said
technology should make
shared maritime spaces
safer rather than turn them
into arenas of greater com-
petition and conflict.

He described oceans
as vital arteries of global

Jan Jan Vichar
...25Chirang

Bhutan is preparing for
an extraordinary spiritual ini-
tiative, with 108 Buddhist
stupas, known as Jangchub
Chortens, set to be con-
structed along a 12-km
stretch of the Mao Chhu
river in Gelephu on Novem-
ber 1. The initiative, dedi-
cated to world peace and
spiritual harmony, is ex-
pected to draw more than
one lakh visitors, including
Buddhist monks, tourists,
investors and diplomats from
over 20 countries.

Around 4,000 volun-
teers and construction
workers are expected to
participate in the ambitious
undertaking. Work is
scheduled to begin at mid-
night on November 1, with
the construction targeted
for completion within 14

commerce, connecting
economies and supporting
livelihoods, food security
and energy supplies. Any
disruption to major shipping
routes, he warned, could
have consequences far be-
yond the region where it
occurs.

India has proposed
greater use of Al, satellite

hours.

The event has also put
Assam's Chirang district in
focus, with the Bodoland
Territorial Council (BTC)
administration stepping up
preparations to facilitate the
movement of visitors trav-
elling to Bhutan through the
India-Bhutan border.

Chirang Gears Up for
International Visitors

The Chirang district ad-
ministration has strength-
ened security and arrange-
ments along the approxi-
mately 40-km road con-
necting Samthaibari with
Gelephu. The BTC admin-
istration has also con-
structed two welcome
gateways at Samthaibari
and Dadgiri to receive visi-
tors heading to Bhutan for
the event.

BTC chief Hagrama
Mohilary formally inaugu-
rated the two gateways on

surveillance, radar systems
and vessel-tracking data to
improve maritime aware-
ness, identify suspicious
activities and strengthen
search-and-rescue opera-
tions. The country has also
called for stronger protec-
tion of commercial vessels,
seafarers, ports, communi-
cation networks and under-

Wednesday, October 28,
marking a significant step in
preparations for the antici-
pated international gather-
ing

The arrangements re-
flect the growing impor-
tance of the Assam-Bhutan
corridor, particularly as
Gelephu advances its pro-
posed development as
Bhutan's Mindfulness City.
Dadgiri Envisioned as a

Future Township

Mohilary has also out-
lined plans to develop
Dadgiri, located along the
international border oppo-
site Gelephu, into a town-
ship that could complement
Bhutan's proposed urban
development project. To
improve facilities for foreign
visitors, the BTC adminis-
tration has established in-
frastructure near the newly
set up immigration centre at
Dadgiri. These facilities in-

sea infrastructure against
both physical and cyber
threats.

Parvathaneni stressed
that technological progress
must not widen the gap be-
tween developed and de-
veloping countries. Devel-
oping nations, he said,
need access to technology,
training and institutional

clude a guesthouse, a
handloom and weaving
centre, and three exhibi-
tion-cum-marketing centres
linked to eri and muga silk
and the tourism sector.

The initiatives are in-
tended to provide visitors
with better facilities while
creating opportunities for
local artisans, traditional
weavers, tourism operators
and small businesses.

Spiritual Diplomacy
Meets Economic
Opportunity

Bhutan's plan to con-
struct 108 Buddhist stupas
within a tightly scheduled
14-hour period is being
presented as a collective
expression of peace and
spiritual harmony. The an-
ticipated participation of
visitors from more than 20
countries is expected to
give the event an interna-
tional dimension.

capacity to protect their
maritime infrastructure and
participate in shaping glo-
bal technology rules.

India also underlined
the need for human over-
sight, accountability and
safeguards in the use of au-
tonomous systems and
other emerging technolo-
gies. It called for interna-
tional cooperation in ac-
cordance with the UN
Charter and the United
Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea.

The campaign comes
ahead of the June 2027
election, when India and
Tajikistan will compete for
the Asia-Pacific Group's
sole non-permanent seat
for the 2028-29 term. The
two-year membership, if
secured, would give India
a place among the 10
elected members of the
15-member Security
Council.

For Assam, the gather-
ing presents an opportunity
to strengthen cross-border
connectivity and showcase
the cultural and economic
potential of the Bodoland
region. Improved visitor
facilities, local handicraft
promotion and tourism in-
frastructure could help
communities along the bor-
der benefit from increased
movement between the two
countries. However, the
scale of the expected eco-
nomic benefits will depend
on visitor numbers, travel
arrangements and the long-
term development of tour-
ism infrastructure.

As Bhutan prepares for
its landmark spiritual gath-
ering, Chirang is positioning
itself to welcome interna-
tional visitors and explore
new opportunities in tour-
ism, traditional crafts and
cross-border cooperation.
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EDITORIAL

Arab Voters: An
Emerging Political
Force in Israel

Israel's Arab community, long con-
fined to the margins of the country's
political establishment, is increasingly
emerging as a decisive force in its elec-
toral politics. Making up approximately
21.1 per cent of Israel's population, or
around 2.147 million people, Arab citi-
zens can no longer be treated as a pe-
ripheral political constituency.

Since Israel's establishment in 1948,

Arab citizens have had voting rights, but
their political representation remained
limited for decades. Until 1966, they lived
under military administration, facing re-
strictions on movement and other aspects
of daily life. Independent Arab political
movements gradually emerged, seeking
equal rights, greater representation and
recognition of Palestinian identity. The
formation of the Joint List in 2015
marked an important attempt to consoli-
date Arab political influence. The latest
election has once again highlighted their
importance. In the 120-member Knesset,
a government needs at least 61 seats. With
Benjamin Netanyahu's bloc securing 53
seats and the opposition bloc 48, the 19

seats held by Arab parties have become
politically significant. This does not au-
tomatically mean Arab parties will join
a governing coalition. Their ideological
differences and the reluctance of major
political blocs to depend on their sup-
port remain significant obstacles. Nev-
ertheless, their electoral strength gives
them considerable influence in govern-
ment-formation negotiations.

The larger message is clear: Israel's
democracy cannot afford to overlook a
community representing more than one-
fifth of its population. Electoral partici-
pation must translate into meaningful
political representation, equal rights and
social inclusion.

Farooq Rash, But Govt Too Must Engage Valley’s Complex Voices

Jan Jan Vichar
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To mistake provocation for
treason is to misunderstand Kash-
mir. Farooq Abdullah often de-
serves criticism for his words, but
Indianeeds to win over its regional
voices, not drive them away.
Farooq Abdullah has perfected the
art of being simultaneously exas-
perating and indispensable. At an
age when most political veterans
retreat into ceremonial irrel-
evance, the National Conference
patriarch continues to provoke
and unsettle. His latest assertion
that Pakistan’s persistent
internationalisation of the Kashmir
question is “saving us”, coupled
with his suspicion of New Delhi’s
intentions, has invited accusations
of being “anti-national” and “se-
ditious”. The outrage is under-
standable. Reducing a compli-
cated political career to a single
incendiary remark is not.

Mr Abdullah’s statement was
hardly a model of political discre-
tion. To suggest that Pakistan,
whose history of sponsoring mili-
tancy and destabilising Kashmir is
well documented, is somehow
protecting Kashmiris is both un-
gracious and dangerously mislead-
ing. A leader of his stature should
know the difference between ac-
knowledging international attention
and implying gratitude to a
neighbour whose actions have in-
flicted immense suffering on the
Valley. His simultaneous insistence
that Kashmiris have never dis-
avowed their Indian identity com-
plicates the charge against him,
but does not erase the reckless-
ness of his rhetoric.

Farooq Abdullah has never

been a politician of immaculate
consistency. He is a flamboyant
contrarian, a secularist comfort-
able singing bhajans and a regional
leader who oscillates between na-
tional affirmation and denunciation
of the Centre. His instinct is to
speak to his constituency’s anxi-
eties, sometimes illuminating genu-
ine grievances, sometimes obscur-
ing them through theatricality. He
can be infuriatingly imprecise
about his words, regardless of
their consequences. But
unpredictability is not proof of dis-
loyalty.

The larger question is whether
every provocation by a Kashmiri
leader must become a referendum
on his patriotism. Mr Abdullah has
repeatedly affirmed Jammu and
Kashmir’s place within India, in-
voking the legacy of Gandhi,
Nehru and Maulana Azad. This is
the central tension of his politics,
i.e., he claims India as a constitu-
tional home, while challenging
what he perceives as its treatment
of Kashmir. Whether one agrees
with his diagnosis or not, the dis-
tinction matters.

The ‘Idea of India’ cannot
mean uncritical applause for the
government of the day. Nor can it
demand that regional politicians
suppress every grievance to estab-
lish their national credentials. A
plural republic must accommodate
dissent without converting it into
a loyalty test. Otherwise, patrio-
tism becomes a performance mea-
sured by political conformity rather
than commitment to the constitu-
tional order. There is an inconve-
nient irony in the denunciations
emanating from the ruling estab-
lishment. The BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance governed

with Abdullah’s National Confer-
ence as an ally. His son, Omar
Abdullah, served as Union minis-
ter of state for external affairs from
2001 to 2002 under the Vajpayee
government. These facts do not
grant Farooq immunity from scru-
tiny. They expose the convenience
with which political respectability
is bestowed upon regional lead-
ers when their support is useful,
and questioned when their rheto-
ric becomes inconvenient. The
BJP’s alliance with the People’s
Democratic Party offers an even
sharper illustration. In 2015, the
ideological adversaries formed a
coalition government under Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed and subse-
quently Mehbooba Mufti. The ar-
rangement collapsed in June 2018
when the BJP withdrew support.
Political engagement with a party
accused by critics of accommo-
dating separatist sentiment was
evidently not incompatible with
governance, until circumstances
changed. The lesson is not that
Farooq Abdullah, Mehbooba
Mufti or other regional leaders
should be spared criticism. Their
rhetoric can be irresponsible and
their political calculations oppor-
tunistic. Mr Abdullah should be
challenged directly — how does
Pakistan’s diplomatic posturing
translate into tangible protection
for Kashmiris? What justifies his
distrust of Delhi? Can he distin-
guish advocating Kashmiri rights
from lending credibility to a hos-
tile neighbour’s geopolitical
agenda? Such questions are more
democratic than simply branding
him a traitor. Kashmir’s regional
politicians occupy a space that
national parties cannot easily rep-
licate. They speak the language of

local anxieties, historical wounds,
identity and alienation. They can
translate disaffection into consti-
tutional politics, or, if persistently
delegitimised, lose their ability to
persuade those who feel unheard.
This is not appeasement, but stra-
tegic engagement. Alienating these
intermediaries may satisfy the na-
tional appetite for denunciation
while weakening the democratic
links that bind Kashmir to India.
India’s sovereignty is not so frag-
ile that every intemperate sentence
by an elected politician threatens
it. A confident constitutional de-
mocracy distinguishes objection-
able speech from demonstrable
disloyalty, and dissent from crimi-
nal conduct. Accountability must
be proportionate, evidence-based
and consistent, not calibrated to
partisan outrage. Farooq Abdullah
is neither beyond reproach nor
beyond redemption. His remarks
deserve a searching rebuttal and
a clear explanation. But the an-
swer cannot be to erase the po-
litical space he occupies.
Kashmir’s integration requires
more than territorial control; it de-
mands political trust, constitutional
credibility, and a sense of belong-
ing that survives disagreement.

The ultimate test of the ‘Idea
of India’ is not whether Farooq
Abdullah always speaks wisely.
He plainly does not. It is whether
India can challenge his excesses
while recognising the citizen, poli-
tician and constituency behind
them. To win Kashmir’s confi-
dence, India must do more than
silence its enfant terrible. It must
give him, and those he represents,
compelling reasons to believe that
their future lies within the repub-
lic.




JAN JANVICHAR ! Friday, 30 October 2026

Youth/Education

For tederalism to be truly coopera-
tive, revive the Inter-State Council
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It’s been rumoured for weeks
that the government wished to re-
convene Parliament (whose mon-
soon session has deliberately not
been prorogued) in order to push
through the delimitation bill that it
hopes will lock in a two-thirds ma-
jority for the states in which the BJP
is strong. Now it seems that isn’t
happening, either because the gov-
ernment isn’t sure it has the votes,
or because it fears that convening
Parliament in the present environ-
ment will merely give the Opposi-
tion one more forum to raise a
clamour about the Election
Commission’s malfeasance.

Whatever it eventually does,
deciding the issue of delimitation in
Parliament is not enough: It by-
passes an essential element in our
federal system, the states. Any de-
limitation should only follow a
grand national conversation that
takes the views of state govern-
ments into account. But what fo-
rum would permit them to express
their views on a matter of such tran-
scendent importance?

There’s no obvious answer, un-
less the government is prepared to
revive the Inter-State Council from
its long-standing state of desuetude.
Framed under Article 263 of the
Constitution, the Council was con-
ceived by the founders as a vital
institutional mechanism to foster
federalism, facilitate inter-govern-
mental consultation, and harmonise
the disparate interests of the Union
and the states. Yet, despite its po-
tential, the council lay dormant for
over four decades following Inde-
pendence, only to be formally con-
stituted in 1990 on the recommen-
dation of the Sarkaria Commission.

This initial activation was her-
alded as a watershed moment for
Indian democracy, promising a
consultative platform where state
governments could engage directly
with the national executive on equal
terms. However, it has been sub-

ject to institutional atrophy and sys-
temic neglect. Deprived of opera-
tional autonomy, regular meetings,
and independent authority, it re-
mains largely ineffective, leaving a
critical structural void at the heart
of Indian federalism.

In the process, we have be-
trayed the visionary intent embed-
ded within Article 263. The fram-
ers of the Constitution were con-
scious that they had created a fed-
eral structure that featured a strong
centralising impulse in an extraor-

appendage of the Home Ministry,
subject to its bureaucratic impera-
tives and political priorities. This
subordination rendered it a minor
department within a central minis-
try rather than an independent ad-
ministrative entity capable of set-
ting an unbiased national agenda.
The council’s statutory obligation to
meet regularly was repeatedly dis-
regarded by successive govern-
ments; long gaps of several years
between meetings became the
norm. This circumscribed author-

portance.

India needs a continuous, systematic process of
shared deliberation and consultation with the
states. The Constitution gives us one. It’s time
we took it out of cold storage, reconstituted it as
a genuinely autonomous body and re-energised it
to serve the demands of modern governance. The
Council’s Secretariat should be reimagined as an
independent statutory authority, staffed by a di-
verse pool of civil servants and technical experts.
Its meeting schedule must be strictly
institutionalised, ensuring that the Prime Minis-
ter, key Cabinet ministers, and State Chief Minis-
ters are convened at predictable, regular intervals
to deliberate on matters of shared national im-

dinarily diverse country. Article 263
was deliberately drafted in flexible
and wide-ranging language, em-
powering the President to estab-
lish a council that could investigate
and discuss subjects in which some
or many states, or the Union and
one or more states, have a com-
mon interest. It was designed to
bring about better coordination of
policy and action between the Cen-
tre and the states. No wonder the
Sarkaria Commission identified the
dormant Inter-State Council as the
missing link in India’s federal equi-
librium. It envisioned, as the Con-
stitution did, a body that would
serve as the premier arena for in-
ter-governmental negotiation,
policy alignment, and political con-
flict resolution — a dedicated con-
stitutional organ to navigate the
complexities of power-sharing in a
pluralist polity.

Unfortunately, rather than oper-
ating as a constitutional chamber
mediating between the Centre and
the states, the Council became an

ity reflected a preference for uni-
lateral central policymaking or for
informal negotiations over
institutionalised dialogue, and the
Council never acquired the pres-
tige and leverage necessary to in-
fluence legislative initiatives or
policy decisions affecting state
rights, revenues, or constitutional
questions like delimitation.

The result of the Inter-State
Council’s atrophy is the erosion of
trust between central authorities and
states, especially those ruled by
Opposition parties. In contempo-
rary governance, most policy chal-
lenges, ranging from economic and
tax reforms to ecological preser-
vation, public health crises, and in-
ternal security, cut across jurisdic-
tions. When a platform like the In-
ter-State Council is inactive, cen-
tral policies are made without
meaningful consultation with state
CMs. This top-down approach in-
evitably triggers political friction,
administrative resistance and con-
stitutional controversy — as is cer-

tain to occur over delimitation.

India needs a continuous, sys-
tematic process of shared delib-
eration and consultation with the
states. The Constitution gives us
one. It’s time we took it out of
cold storage, reconstituted it as a
genuinely autonomous body and
re-energised it to serve the de-
mands of modern governance.
The Council’s Secretariat should
be reimagined as an independent
statutory authority, staffed by a
diverse pool of civil servants and
technical experts. Its meeting
schedule must be strictly
institutionalised, ensuring that the
Prime Minister, key Cabinet min-
isters, and State Chief Ministers
are convened at predictable, regu-
lar intervals to deliberate on mat-
ters of shared national importance.
The Council should serve as the
primary locus for negotiating ma-
jor policy reforms, evaluating the
local impact of national schemes,
and mediating inter-state disputes
regarding resource sharing, infra-
structure, environmental manage-
ment and constitutional change.

Rebuilding the Inter-State
Council as an empowered body
would fundamentally alter the tra-
jectory of Indian governance. By
providing a permanent, inclusive
platform for transparent dialogue,
the Council can bridge the struc-
tural gap between central legisla-
tive authority and state administra-
tive execution. It would transform
Centre-state relations from an er-
ratic cycle of political confronta-
tion into a cooperative partnership
grounded in mutual respect and
constitutional legitimacy. It would
permit state views to be taken into
account before national policies
are made. In a nation
characterised by vast socio-eco-
nomic diversity and complex fed-
eral dynamics, a fully functional
and independent Inter-State
Council is not a luxury, buta struc-
tural necessity.

Prime Minister Modi
popularised the phrase “coopera-
tive federalism”, but it has re-
mained a platitude without a plat-
form. He now has a chance to give
it substance — and he doesn’t
even require a law. The Inter-State
Council is already in the Constitu-
tion. Just bring it to life.
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Guwahati’s Nocturnal Treasures
Study Records Eight Owl Species

Jan Jan Vichar
....25Guwahati

Guwahati’s bustling
streets and expanding ur-
ban landscape conceal a
fascinating world of noctur-
nal wildlife. A new scientific
study has documented eight
owl species across the city,
revealing the richness of its
night-time biodiversity while
raising concerns about ur-
ban noise pollution and the
shrinking natural habitats
that these elusive birds de-
pend on.

Published in the journal
Urban Ecosystems, the
study recorded owls in 24
of the 33 one-square-
kilometre grid cells sur-
veyed across Guwahati
between November 2023
and July 2025. The findings
offer an important glimpse
into the city’s lesser-known
ecological wealth and un-
derline the need to integrate
wildlife conservation into
urban development.

The Barn Owl and
Spotted Owlet emerged as
the most frequently de-
tected species during the
survey. Six other species
were also recorded: the
Brown Hawk Owl, Brown
Fish Owl, Collared Scops
Owl, Mountain Scops Owl,
Oriental Scops Owl and
Asian Barred Owlet.

Together, these findings
demonstrate that Guwahati
continues to support a di-
verse community of noctur-
nal birds despite the pres-
sures of urban expansion,
traffic and changing land
use.

Eight Species, One

Urban Landscape

Owls are among the
most elusive inhabitants of
the natural world. Their
largely nocturnal habits,
quiet movements and abil-
ity to remain concealed
among trees and vegetation
make them difficult to ob-

serve. Yet their presence in
an urban environment can
reveal important informa-
tion about the health of lo-
cal ecosystems. The eight
species recorded in
Guwahati represent a sig-
nificant component of the
city’s nocturnal biodiversity.
Their occurrence across
multiple surveyed areas
suggests that suitable habi-
tats continue to exist within
the urban landscape, even
as buildings, roads and
other infrastructure trans-
form the surroundings.
Owls also perform an
important ecological func-
tion by helping regulate ro-
dent populations. As natu-
ral predators, they contrib-
ute to the balance of urban
ecosystems and highlight
the value of conserving
wildlife that often goes un-
noticed in everyday city life.
However, the presence
of these birds should not be
taken as a guarantee that
their habitats are secure.
Continued urban growth
may place pressure on nest-
ing locations, feeding
grounds and roosting sites,
making the protection of
remaining natural spaces
increasingly important.
‘When the City’s Noise
Drowns Out Nature
One of the study’s key
observations concerns the

impact of urban noise on
wildlife surveys. Traffic and
other background sounds
can mask owl calls, mak-
ing it harder for research-
ers to detect birds even
when they are present in an
area.

This creates a significant
challenge for monitoring
urban biodiversity. Owls
are often identified through
their calls, but the sounds
of a busy city can interfere
with this method of detec-
tion. Consequently, a sur-
vey that fails to record an
owl does not necessarily
establish that the species is
absent from that location.
The distinction is important
for scientists and urban
planners alike. If detection
difficulties are not taken
into account, wildlife popu-
lations may be underesti-
mated and the ecological
value of certain areas may
be overlooked.

Noise pollution is there-
fore more than a question
of human comfort. It can
also affect how researchers
assess the distribution of
wildlife and understand the
relationship between ani-
mals and their changing sur-
roundings.

The findings reinforce
the need for systematic,
long-term monitoring meth-
ods that account for the

limitations of studying wild-
life in noisy urban environ-
ments.
Green Patches: Life-

lines for Urban Wildlife

As Guwabhati expands,
its remaining green spaces
are becoming increasingly
important for wildlife. Veg-
etated areas, wetlands,
mature trees and other
natural patches can provide

shelter, nesting opportuni-
ties, roosting locations and
feeding grounds for birds.
For owls, the availability of
suitable habitat can be par-
ticularly important. The
conservation of mature
trees and connected green
spaces may help sustain the
conditions needed for these
birds to survive alongside a
growing human population.
Wetlands and vegetated
patches also support
broader ecological net-
works, benefiting a range of
species beyond owls. Pro-
tecting them can help main-
tain ecological connectivity
within the city and reduce
theisolation of wildlife habi-
tats. Urban development
and biodiversity conserva-
tion need not be opposing
goals. Thoughtful planning
can accommodate the
needs of residents while
retaining natural areas that
contribute to the city’s en-
vironmental health.
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