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  



  



  



  







  

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




  




       





















     
   


    




  

     

   




    





    

  
    


    
  


    
       

 
   







  
   

  




   









  

   
     


  





    

     





  
    
  






    



   
    
     




     








3||






     















      

    


       






     
 

     












   
  


    






  





    
   


  
 
    





    
  






     










      

     


      



     





      
  



     

   














  






 


   

  
     



    
      






 

   








    

  
      


     





     















    



    


    
    








  









     

 


           




     



    


   
    





  


  



    
        
 




4  ||

 
  















 

 

  
  


        
       




      


       


















         

 









    
     




       
                  

   
     


      






     
         


       
      


     












  
       


      

     






   





        
      
  


      
     






      
 

       


  


    
 

      
       







        










       






5||

    
   



 


 






          



    














      

     


  
    
    
   

    
    
     

    







   
    



    
  


      
     
 
    


     

     





     
     
 

 




  


   



   





  
   




    

    



     

 

   




 


       



















 



  


    
  







 

 


    


      

      
   


       



    



      







    
    


      


     







||









   




    











   

   
   


 


 
   


    

   




   

   
   
   



   
   









        






 




 


   






    






    





    








   







 

  




   





      




   


























      







|| || 





     
  

       

       




     









     
     

      


    


     






    

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




     



    
 
      



 






   

     



  
  






 
  

  


 

  


 
    




     













     



      


     

      





   

    


   












    
    



   

    








    








 ||


     
 





  











  








   
  



      
 
    


     


     



    



     



     



  







    




















       
   
       



  


 
 


















      





       
 





 


       










     


   
      
     


 








    








    



      














  

       

      

     


      


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 WEEKLY

Guwahati, Friday, 16 October 2026

The Election Commission of
India (ECI) has ordered a Special
Summary Revision (SSR) of elec-
toral rolls in 17 states and Union
Territories, setting the stage for a
nationwide exercise to update
voter lists ahead of the 2027 quali-
fying date and upcoming Assem-
bly elections.

The exercise will use January 1,
2027, as the qualifying date and
focus on enrolling eligible citizens,
particularly young and first-time
voters, correcting errors in existing
records and identifying duplicate or
otherwise ineligible entries. The
Commission has directed election
officials to ensure that no eligible
citizen is left out and no ineligible
person is included in the electoral
rolls.

Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Punjab, Manipur and Goa, all
scheduled to hold Assembly elec-
tions in 2027, are among the juris-
dictions covered by the exercise.

Full List of 17 States and
Union Territories : The Special
Summary Revision will cover the
following 14 states and three Union
Territories:

Andaman and Nicobar Islands,
Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Goa,

ECI Orders Voter Roll Revision in 17
states and UTs, Assam among them

Gujarat, Kerala, Lakshadweep,
Madhya Pradesh, Manipur,
Puducherry, Punjab, Rajasthan,
Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, West Bengal.

Assam is included despite the
Commission's decision not to con-
duct the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) there.

The other jurisdictions are
among those where the SIR has
been completed, according to re-
ports on the Commission's an-
nouncement.

Key Dates for Voters:
The Commission has announced

the following schedule:
November 2, 2026: Deadline

for rationalisation and rearrange-
ment of polling stations.

November 12, 2026: Publica-
tion of draft electoral rolls.

December 11, 2026: Last date

for filing claims and objections.
December 28, 2026: Deadline

for disposing of claims and objec-
tions.

January 4, 2027: Scheduled
publication of final electoral rolls.

The process will give voters an
opportunity to check their registra-
tion details and seek inclusion or
correction within the prescribed
period. Applications for deletion of
names will also have to follow the
Commission's prescribed proce-
dure.

SSR and SIR: What Is the
Difference?

The Special Summary Revision
updates existing electoral rolls, al-
lowing eligible voters to be added
and incorrect entries to be cor-
rected or removed through the pre-
scribed process. The Special In-
tensive Revision, by contrast, in-

volves a more extensive verifica-
tion and revision of electoral rolls.

The Commission had not con-
ducted its regular annual SSR in
2026 as the SIR exercise was un-
derway or being planned in differ-
ent phases across several states.
The latest decision seeks to resume
the annual revision process in the
jurisdictions covered by the new
schedule.

The ECI has said that states and
Union Territories where the SIR is
ongoing or has recently been com-
pleted will receive a separate SSR
schedule. Separate arrangements
will also be announced for
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and
Kashmir, and Ladakh, where the
SIR had not begun, taking local
conditions into account.

Electoral Rolls in Focus
Ahead of Assembly Elections

The revision assumes signifi-
cance as political parties prepare
for the next round of Assembly
elections. The accuracy and com-
pleteness of electoral rolls are cen-
tral to ensuring that eligible citizens
can exercise their right to vote.

The coming weeks will there-
fore be important for voters to
verify their particulars, apply for
inclusion if eligible, and raise ob-
jections or seek corrections before
the final electoral rolls are published
in January 2027.

Jan Jan Vichar
New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Union Sports and Youth Af-
fairs Minister Mansukh Mandaviya during an interaction
programme with the athletes of the Asian Games 2026, in New
Delhi. Boxer Lovlina Borgohain and others are also seen.

Washington: The Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh-USA has ex-
pressed deep concern over an alleged plot to carry out a mass shoot-
ing at the Sri Venkateswara Temple in Aurora, Illinois, urging Hindu
communities across the United States to remain vigilant and strengthen
security measures. A 19-year-old man, identified as Alexandros
Papourekis in the report, was arrested near Chicago in connection
with the alleged plot. According to the report, the attack was thwarted
after the suspect’s firearm reportedly jammed and failed to fire. The
organisation urged temples, community groups and families to maintain
contact with local law enforcement, review security arrangements and
promptly report threats or suspicious activities. It also called on politi-
cal leaders to condemn anti-Hindu hatred, anti-Indian racism and threats
against places of worship. Several US lawmakers, including Ro Khanna,
Ami Bera, Jamie Raskin, Raja Krishnamoorthi, Shri Thanedar, Haley
Stevens and Pramila Jayapal, condemned the alleged plot and stressed
that everyone must be able to practise their religion without fear.

US Hindu Community Alarmed by Foiled
Mass Shooting Plot at Illinois Temple
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BJP eyes independent power in stateAssam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma has
announced plans to expand
the state’s Mukhya Mantrir
Nijut Moina and Mukhya
Mantrir Nijut Babu
schemes, with the govern-
ment considering an in-
crease in monthly financial
assistance to encourage stu-
dents to continue their edu-
cation.

Speaking at a
programme on October 15
to distribute cheques for the
October instalment, Sarma
said the two initiatives to-
gether cover around 5.42
lakh students. The schemes
aim to ease the financial
burden on families, reduce
school and college drop-
outs, and address social
challenges such as child
marriage and early mother-
hood. Under Nijut Moina,
4,39,598 girl students are
covered, with  Rs 48.22
crore earmarked for the
first instalment. The Nijut
Babu scheme supports
1,02,501 male students,
with Rs 10.37 crore being
disbursed as the first instal-
ment.

Assam to Expand Nijut Moina
Nijut Babu Schemes

Jan Jan Vichar
New Delhi

More universities and
nursing courses to be

covered
Sarma said the schemes

would be expanded next
year to include students of
Srimanta Sankardeva Uni-
versity,  Auniati University,
Krishnaguru Adhyatmik
University and
Pragjyotishpur University.
Female students pursuing
ANM, GNM and BSc
Nursing courses will also
be brought under the Nijut
Moina scheme, he an-
nounced. The government
will consider increasing the
financial assistance under

both initiatives. Students
are also expected to re-
ceive the September instal-
ment through Direct Ben-
efit Transfer after the Durga
Puja celebrations, accord-
ing to the chief minister.

Education push to
tackle child marriage

Highlighting the link be-
tween education and social
development, Sarma said
child marriage and early
motherhood remained con-
cerns in several districts. He
referred to the state’s cam-
paign against underage
marriage and said more
than 10,000 people had

been arrested in cases re-
lated to child marriage. The
chief minister said the Nijut
Moina scheme, launched in
2024, was intended to help
girls remain in education
rather than face pressure to
marry early. He claimed
that college enrolment
among girls had risen and
student dropouts had de-
clined since the scheme’s
introduction. He also cited
National Family Health
Survey findings to point to
a decline in child marriage.

The Nijut Babu scheme,
meanwhile, seeks to en-
courage boys to pursue

higher education and re-
duce the financial pressure
on their families.
Focus on skills, startups

and employment
Sarma urged students to

attend classes regularly and
make effective use of edu-
cational opportunities. He
also called for stronger links
between colleges, practical
learning and entrepreneur-
ship, advocating incubation
centres and startup ecosys-
tems in educational institu-
tions. The chief minister fur-
ther said the state had pro-
vided around 1.60 lakh
government jobs over the
past five years, while two
lakh young people had
been covered under a self-
employment promotion
scheme. He added that the
government was working
to attract investment and
promote industrialisation to
create more employment
opportunities.

The planned expansion
of the student assistance
schemes is part of Assam’s
wider effort to improve ac-
cess to higher education
while addressing financial
and social barriers that can
interrupt students’ aca-
demic journeys.

From the timeless spiritual
charm of Varanasi to the towering
skyline of Dubai, Assam’s Tinsukia
district is turning Durga Puja into a
spectacular celebration of art, ar-
chitecture and cultural diversity.
This year, seven distinctive pandals
are attracting attention with themes
inspired by sacred destinations,
royal palaces, modern landmarks
and cherished childhood memories.
Beyond traditional worship, these
elaborate structures reflect how
Durga Puja has evolved into a
major cultural event, bringing com-
munities together through creativ-

ity, craftsmanship and collective par-
ticipation.
Seven themes, one festive spirit

One of the notable attractions
is the Manav Kalyan Shri Marwari
Durga Puja pandal, inspired by Assi
Ghat in Varanasi. Its concept
evokes the sacred atmosphere and
cultural heritage of Kashi, offering
visitors a glimpse of one of India’s
most revered spiritual destinations.
At Sripuria Purvanchal Durga Puja,
the theme Lost Childhood takes a
different approach. Instead of
monumental architecture, it focuses
on nostalgia, innocence and the
simple joys of growing up, inviting
visitors to reconnect with memo-
ries of an earlier time. Modern ar-

chitecture takes centre stage at
Thanda Ghar Durga Puja, whose
Dubai-inspired concept brings the
glamour of a contemporary global
city to Tinsukia. A similar fascina-
tion with iconic architecture shapes
the Shah Colony Durga Puja
pandal, inspired by Dubai’s world-
famous Burj Khalifa.

The celebrations also travel
south to Tamil Nadu through
Durgabari Durga Puja, which
draws inspiration from the re-
nowned Ramanathaswamy Temple
in Rameswaram, celebrated for its
distinctive temple architecture and
religious significance. Royal India
finds its expression at Chaliha
Nagar Durga Puja, where

Rajasthan’s palatial heritage pro-
vides the central inspiration. The
theme evokes the grandeur of
royal residences, intricate deco-
rative traditions and the state’s rich
cultural legacy. Meanwhile,
Makum Road Durga Puja places
its focus on Maa Baglamukhi,
highlighting faith, divine power
and the spiritual belief in over-
coming negativity.

Together, these seven pandals
illustrate the expanding creative
canvas of Durga Puja in Assam.
Ancient pilgrimage centres, South
Indian temple traditions, royal ar-
chitecture, global skyscrapers and
personal memories have all found
a place in this year’s celebrations.

From Varanasi’s Sacred Ghats to Dubai’s Burj Khalifa
Tinsukia Turns Durga Puja into a World of Wonders

Jan Jan Vichar
Tinsukia
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The Indian Embassy in Riyadh
has urged Indian nationals living in
Saudi Arabia to remain calm, stay
alert and follow safety instructions
amid recent attacks targeting the
kingdom. The advisory comes as
flight operations face disruptions,
with Air India and IndiGo cancel-
ling services from Saudi Arabia,
while Saudi carriers continue op-
erating flights to India.

In a video message to the In-
dian community on Thursday, Oc-
tober 15, India's Ambassador to
Saudi Arabia, Vipul, said that the
Indian government had condemned
attacks on civilian facilities and in-
frastructure in the kingdom. He
expressed solidarity with the Saudi
people and leadership and offered
condolences to the families of those
killed, along with wishes for the
speedy recovery of the injured.

India Imposes
Windfall Tax on
Petrol, Diesel
Exports

New Delhi : The
Central Government has
imposed a windfall tax on
petrol and diesel exports,
setting the levy at Rs 2.50
per litre for petrol and Rs
8.50 per litre for diesel.
The revised rates came into
effect on Friday, October
16, following an official
government order issued
late Thursday night.

The decision brings
fresh changes to the tax
framework governing the
export of petroleum prod-
ucts. The levy is intended
to capture extraordinary
gains under exceptional
market conditions, particu-
larly when exporters benefit
from unusually favourable
prices.

According to the notifi-
cation cited in the report,
the new rates apply to
exported petrol and diesel.
The measure could affect
the cost calculations of
refiners and exporters,
depending on international
fuel prices, export volumes
and prevailing market
conditions.

A windfall tax is gener-
ally imposed when busi-
nesses earn unusually high
profits because of excep-
tional market circum-
stances. Governments use
such levies to capture a
portion of these gains
rather than allowing the
entire benefit to accrue to
producers or exporters.

The impact of the latest
decision will depend on
how petroleum exporters
adjust their pricing and
export strategies in re-
sponse to the additional tax
burden. The move does
not, by itself, establish that
domestic petrol and diesel
retail prices will change.

The revised levy marks
the latest government
intervention in the taxation
of petroleum exports, with
its effects likely to be
assessed against global
energy prices and the
economics of domestic
refining.

Indian Embassy Issues Advisory
for Citizens in Saudi Arabia

The ambassador said the em-
bassy was in contact with the fam-
ily of an Indian national who died
in an attack on Riyadh airport on
October 10. It was also coordinat-
ing with hospital authorities and the
families of 11 Indian nationals who
were injured in the incident.

With Riyadh airport closed, Air
India and IndiGo had cancelled
flights from across the kingdom,
according to the ambassador.
However, Saudi carriers Saudia,
flynas and flyadeal were continu-
ing to operate services to India.
Travellers could also consider
routes through neighbouring Gulf
countries, subject to flight availabil-
ity and prevailing conditions.

The embassy has established
helplines to assist Umrah pilgrims
affected by the disruption. Indians
planning to travel to Saudi Arabia
have been advised to take possible
flight cancellations and other inter-
ruptions into account before mak-

ing travel arrangements.
Urging the community to exer-

cise caution, Ambassador Vipul
said people should remain indoors
in the event of an aerial attack. He
also warned Indian nationals against
sharing photographs or videos of
the attacks, noting that doing so
could violate Saudi law and lead
to legal complications.

Meanwhile, India's Ministry of
External Affairs reiterated its con-
demnation of attacks on civilian in-
frastructure in Saudi Arabia, de-
scribing them as “unacceptable” and
expressing solidarity with the king-
dom in safeguarding its sovereignty.

The situation has disrupted
travel between India and Saudi
Arabia, affecting passengers, in-
cluding pilgrims. Indian nationals
have been advised to follow offi-
cial announcements, remain vigilant
and stay in touch with the embassy
for assistance and updated travel
information.

Jan Jan Vichar
New Delhi

The Nagaon Lok Sabha bypoll
has come under fresh political con-
troversy after former Dhing MLA
Aminul Islam alleged that the BJP
manipulated votes to secure victory
for its candidate, Devasish Sharma,
claiming that AIUDF chief
Badruddin Ajmal was the actual
winner.

Islam levelled the allegations
while joining Ajmal at a thanksgiv-
ing rally in Samaguri, where the
leaders thanked voters for their
support. He claimed that the people
had elected Ajmal but that the BJP
had allegedly ensured Sharma’s vic-
tory through electoral manipulation.

The former MLA further alleged
that BJP workers, in coordination
with independent agents, deployed
16 to 20 agents at a single polling
station to facilitate alleged irregu-
larities. He also claimed that votes
were cast in the names of people
working outside Assam.

Islam alleged that between one
and two lakh votes belonging to

AIUDF Leader Alleges Vote
Rigging in Nagaon Bypoll

Jan Jan Vichar
Samaguri

Muslims working outside the state
had been fraudulently cast. How-
ever, he did not provide support-
ing evidence for these claims in his
statement, and the allegations could
not be independently verified.

Political rhetoric intensifies
The remarks have added a new

dimension to the political contest
between the AIUDF and the BJP
in Assam. Allegations of electoral
malpractice are serious and require
substantiation through verifiable
evidence and the appropriate legal
or electoral mechanisms.

At the same rally, Hafiz Ilyas

Hussain Ansari thanked the people
of Samaguri for what he described
as a change in the constituency. He
also predicted a massive defeat for
the BJP in Dhubri in a future elec-
tion, claiming the party would lose
by a margin of 20 lakh votes.

The claims and predictions re-
flect the political rhetoric at the rally
and should not be treated as es-
tablished facts.

The central question remains
whether the allegations of vote
manipulation will be backed by
evidence that can be examined by
the relevant authorities.
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Reservation
Beyond Religion

EDITORIAL

Festival Of Barricades: Who Is Covered In Viksit Bharat?
Jan Jan Vichar

Patralekha Chatterjee
Last week, as I walked around,

relishing Delhi’s festival of barri-
cades, watching young activists and
Opposition coalitions throng the
streets to protest alleged electoral
manipulation, notching 10,000
steps, the visual punchline was im-
possible to miss. Outside Nirvachan
Sadan, the headquarters of the Elec-
tion Commission of India in the heart
of Lutyens’ Delhi, there was a wall
of yellow steel barricades effectively
sealing the building off from the pub-
lic. Behind this cordon, half-hidden
by trees, hung an official placard tell-
ing Indian citizens to “celebrate the
biggest festival of democracy”.
There were other signs carrying the
promise that “Every Voter Counts.
Wherever they Are”.

Down the road, there was a
massive posse of Delhi Police and
paramilitary forces, flanked by mi-
crophone-wielding media and
freelance photographers hired by the
police to document the unrest. Sip-
ping adrak chai, the incongruity of
the scene struck me when one po-
lice-hired photographer casually
confided that these protests were a
welcome “lean-season” gig before
the wedding photography season
sets in.

In barricaded Delhi, public an-
nouncements warned people of the
consequences of going too close to
the protesters. I had rarely seen so
many people in uniform gathered in
one place. What leapt out was how
tightly disenfranchisement was
bound to India’s “developed” coun-
try aspiration by 2047. Disenfran-
chisement and development are not
binaries because the citizen oppos-
ing one is often demanding the other

at the same time. Those behind the
barricades are not rejecting Viksit
Bharat. They want to make sure
they are counted inside it.

The streets around the Election
Commission brought together things
that are usually discussed separately:
the right to be counted, the right to
protest without fear, behaviour of the
police, erosion of trust and safety of
women in public spaces. At the cen-
tre of the protests is a dispute over
who gets to vote. India’s Election
Commission, the constitutional body
responsible for overseeing elections,
has removed more than 130 million
names from draft electoral rolls, in-
cluding names of people who had
died, relocated or could not be
traced through its Special Intensive
Revision (SIR), a large-scale exer-
cise to verify voter lists. Protesters
argue that eligible voters are being
wrongly excluded and that the pro-
cess lacks transparency. They are
demanding the resignation of chief
election commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar, a halt to the exercise and
the restoration of earlier voter lists.
Citizens say they need not prove
every deletion wrongful before they
can demand transparency and
peacefully protest. The past week
has seen extraordinary security,
transport restrictions and police
high-handedness. Heartbreaking
accounts of mass detentions, brutal
beating of young Indians demand-
ing greater transparency in electoral-
roll revision, Internet shutdowns, re-
strictions on mobility and harass-
ment of journalists have dominated
news coverage and social media.
Despite detentions, protesters in
Delhi and other Indian cities are not
giving up. The courageous, and stra-
tegically brilliant Neha Bora, 29, of
the All-India Students’ Association

(AISA) and the youth-led Cock-
roach Janta Party have flipped the
protest playbook, emerging as in-
spiring leaders, and bringing a gen-
erational edge to a wider
mobilisation against alleged electoral
manipulation. On October 12, after
a weekend filled with huge protests
in Delhi, Congress leader and
Leader of the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, alongside
other Opposition figures, activists
and student groups, led another huge
procession through Delhi, this time
towards the Supreme Court. As I
write, Delhi Police have denotified
Jantar Mantar as a protest site. The
decision has been challenged in the
court. CJP leaders Saurav Das and
Ashutosh Ranka have been re-
manded in five days’ judicial cus-
tody. Security forces and barricades
remain. Yet, tellingly, while the state
can cordon off a stretch of road, it
cannot so easily contain the ques-
tions that bring people there. The
massive removal of voters has
moved beyond a purely political
battle and risks hampering economic
and human development (Vikas)
through institutional data-linking.
West Bengal and Bihar govern-
ments, for example, have sought to
link electoral roll deletion to welfare
access, creating the risk that an ad-
ministrative voting decision can af-
fect food security and other benefits.
Citizens struck off the rolls poten-
tially face exclusion from vital wel-
fare programmes, and subsidised
rations — even as the linkage re-
mains under challenge in court. How
scientific is this “purification” of elec-
toral rolls? The government invokes
the threat of infiltrators; the Election
Commission has cited the exclusion
of “foreign illegal immigrants” as one
rationale for the SIR. Yet, it leans

heavily on opaque automated soft-
ware whose “no mapping” and
“logical discrepancies” filters have
flagged even prominent public fig-
ures, raising questions about how
ordinary citizens with fewer re-
sources can challenge errors. An-
other anomaly: Form 6, intended for
new electors, requires a declaration
that the applicant seeks inclusion as
a new voter, complicating re-enrol-
ment for existing voters. Ordinary
citizens and their advocates have hit
the streets, braving police barri-
cades, tear gas and severe restric-
tions, because they fear permanent
political lockout. Going missing from
the draft rolls in a critical election
cycle can effectively silence their
democratic voice for that entire
term, as appeals are often too slow,
or burdensome to address in time.
Once a government is formed with-
out their input, it has no electoral in-
centive to direct resources or de-
velopment to their communities. For
dalits, adivasis and women, the vote
represents decades of struggle for
dignity. Data showing that the SIR
disproportionately deleted mobile
labourers, women who relocated
after marriage and other
marginalised groups have fuelled
fears of a structural rollback of so-
cial progress. Indeed, it is precisely
because people have a stake in
India’s future that they insist on hav-
ing a say. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s phrase “We will do it” is a
promise about collective national ef-
fort. The street is asking a surpris-
ingly simple question of Viksit Bharat:
Who is included in that “we”? A coun-
try asking its citizens to imagine a
transformed India cannot be sur-
prised when those citizens ask
whether they will still have a place in
determining that transformation

India’s reservation policy rests on a
fundamental principle: equality is not
achieved merely by treating everyone
alike; it requires addressing the disad-
vantages that prevent some communities
from enjoying equal opportunities. The
Supreme Court’s ruling on reservation
benefits for converts to Islam brings this
principle into focus, raising difficult
questions about the relationship between
religious conversion, community iden-
tity and social backwardness.

On October 15, 2026, the Supreme
Court dismissed Tamil Nadu’s challenge
to a Madras High Court judgment that
struck down a state government order con-
cerning reservation certificates for
people who converted from specified
Hindu communities to Islam. The central
legal issue was whether their previous
backward-class status could, by itself, es-
tablish eligibility under notified Backward
Class Muslim categories.

The distinction matters. Scheduled
Caste status is governed by specific con-
stitutional provisions and eligibility re-
strictions under the Constitution (Sched-
uled Castes) Order, 1950. Other Backward
Classes, however, are identified under a

different framework, based on
recognised social and educational back-
wardness. Neither category permits eli-
gibility to be assumed without regard to
the applicable law.

The Court’s position underscores the
importance of legally defined criteria and
the integrity of reservation policy. Ben-
efits cannot automatically follow an in-
dividual from one recognised commu-
nity to another merely because both are
considered backward. Such recognition
must comply with the rules governing the
relevant category. Yet, the broader ques-
tion deserves equal attention. Does con-
version necessarily end the social dis-
advantages a person has experienced?
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Last month, in Liluah, a few
thousand mobile phones rose into
the dark like obedient moons.
Bageshwar Baba had asked for a
show of lights. Bengal, he con-
fessed, hurt him. Meat should not
be sold near the Goddess; those
who ate it on holy days were hypo-
crites. Then the phrase that gave
the game away: Free Bengal, he
said, this Navratri.

The word sat in the sentence like
a stranger at a family wedding: Cor-
rectly dressed, entirely wrong. Ben-
gal knows Navratri. It simply does
not live there. Bengal lives in Pujo:
Mahalaya before dawn, bodhon
under the bel tree, the long ache of
Nabami night, the terrible clarity of
Dashami morning. The two calen-
dars overlap the way a map of
Kolkata overlaps a memory of it.
Roughly.

What followed was farce with
the weight of a referendum. Con-
gress filed police complaints. Even
the BJP’s own leaders hurried to
defend the goat-sacrifice prasad.
And Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari went to Kalighat on
Kaushiki Amavasya and sat down
to basanti pulao, fried fish and a fish
head offered to Ma Kali. “As a
Bengali,” he said, “I accept the
bhog offered to Maa with fish.” A
saffron Chief Minister eating saf-
fron pulao to rebut a saffron sadhu.
Bengal likes its irony slow-cooked.

The quarrel was about some-
thing older than the plate.

Begin with the arrival. Elsewhere,
pilgrims climb to the Goddess. In
Bengal, she comes down. She
leaves Kailash, the ash-smeared
husband with his ganja and uncer-
tain income, and travels to her
father’s house, where Menaka has
been waiting since the month of
Bhadro. She brings the children:
Lakshmi, Saraswati, Ganesh with his
belly, Kartik with his peacock and
too-careful hair, all pressed into one
ekchala like a family in an Ambas-
sador on the way to the parents’
home. The icon is a family photo-
graph before it is theology.

Ramprasad and Kamalakanta
sealed this intimacy in song:
Agamani for the coming, bijoya for
the going. Their Menaka is a Bengali
mother who has heard that her son-
in-law is a vagabond and her
daughter has grown thin. She makes
the oldest promise mothers make:

Our Durga doesn’t fast, she feasts
Jan Jan Vichar

Partha Sinha

This time, when Uma comes, I will
not send her back. A society that
married its daughters young and far
gave its Goddess the itinerary of a
naiyor (homecoming). Four days at
her parents’. Then sindoor, tears,
the river.

So the Bengali in a pandal does
not merely bow. He visits. He
checks her face. Thinner this year?
You do not critique a deity’s
makeup. You worry over a niece’s.

Yet the loudest sound in that
pandal is the Chandi. At four on
Mahalaya morning, Birendra
Krishna Bhadra rises from the ra-
dio, and half of Bengal, most of
whom have never opened the
Markandeya Purana, knows every
cadence of Ya devi sarvabhuteshu
in the dark. At Sandhi Puja, in the
48 minutes when Ashtami bleeds
into Nabami, 108 lotuses are of-
fered as Chamunda bursts from the
Goddess’s brow. The dhak enters
a trance; so does the para. The
same face holds a homesick
daughter and a 10-armed fury with
a trident through a buffalo’s heart.

Bengal never felt compelled to
choose. That is the Shakta inherit-
ance of the delta: Annapurna in the
kitchen, Kali on the burning ghat,
no contradiction needing repair.
The Goddess eats what field and
river offer; fish, as the old joke
goes, is a vegetable that swims.
Nabami brings mutton cooked

without onion or garlic, which Ben-
gal calls, with a straight face,
niramish mangsho. Vegetarian meat.
The Baba called it hypocrisy. A
semiotician might call it range.

Look at what she is made of.
Where other forms of the Devi en-
dure in stone, Bengal’s autumn
Goddess is river clay and straw,
built to dissolve. In Kumartuli, tra-
dition still asks that she begin with
earth from a sex worker’s door-
step. The holiest body is incom-
plete without soil from a threshold
society calls impure. A god with an
expiry date turns worship into hos-
pitality. You do not build a perma-
nent room for a guest. You cook
for her, and you weep at the gate.

In much of the north the season
is a fast: nine nights of vrata, end-
ing with Ravana going up in flames.
Pujo is a feast that happens to have
a priest. Khichuri, labra, new
clothes counted by the day, addas
that outlast the drums. One ends in
a victory parade. The other ends
on a railway platform.

Why, then, the guard dog at the
gate? Because Bengal has lost
much of what once certified its im-
portance. The mills closed, the
head offices took the evening flight
west, and the bhadralok discovered
that India could think without him.
What remained was cultural capi-
tal, in Bourdieu’s sense, and when
the money leaks away a class

guards the last good silver. Go to
CR Park on Ashtami: The Kali
Mandir on its little hill and, a short
walk away, the fish market roaring
with bhetki and rui. An embassy,
with its consulate. The farther the
probasi lives from the Ganga, the
more fiercely he insists on fish in
his pujo meal.

So when a sadhu calls Pujo
“Navratri”, he is offering a transla-
tion, and every translation proposes
an owner. Homogenisation rarely
arrives as decree. It comes as
kindly correction. Bengal hears in
that kindness the soft click of a lock
being changed.

Bengalis are not innocent. We
have no business looking at garba
with the condescension of people
who read the menu in French. We
cheer the slaying of Mahishasura
and seldom ask the Asur villages
of Purulia why they spend these
days in mourning. Every family
photograph has someone cropped
out of the frame.

On Dashami, the image will tilt
into the river at Bagbazar, the chil-
dren going with her. Women will
smear sindoor on her cheek and
then on each other’s, as if to keep
a little of her. Someone will call out
ashchhe bochhor abar hobe, as
though it were a promise and not a
prayer.

She was never ours to lend. We
only ever had her for four days.

She brings the children: Lakshmi, Saraswati, Ganesh with his belly,
Kartik with his peacock and too-careful hair, all pressed into one
ekchala like a family in an Ambassador bound for her parents’ house.
The icon is a family photograph before it is theology.
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The timeless Indian epic
Ramayana is preparing for
a global cinematic journey.
With the release of its in-
ternational trailer and strik-
ing new character posters
featuring Ranbir Kapoor as
Lord Rama and Yash as
Ravana, Ramayana Part 1
is building anticipation
among audiences in India
and overseas.

Released on October
15, the 2-minute-29-sec-
ond international trailer of-
fers a glimpse into the film’s
grand visual world, action
sequences and larger-than-
life portrayal of one of
India’s most enduring
mythological narratives.
The trailer is available in
English, Hindi, Tamil,
Telugu, Kannada and
Malayalam, signalling the
makers’ ambition to reach
audiences across linguistic
and cultural boundaries.

Rama and Ravana
take centre stage
The newly unveiled

posters have quickly at-

tracted attention on social
media. Ranbir Kapoor ap-

Ramayana Goes Global

pears as Rama, wielding a
bow and presenting a pow-
erful image of the revered
prince. Yash, meanwhile,
appears as Ravana, stand-
ing amid fallen warriors with
a spear in hand. The con-
trasting visuals offer an
early glimpse of the film’s
central conflict between
two iconic figures.

The casting has been
among the project’s biggest

talking points. Sai Pallavi
plays Sita, Sunny Deol por-

trays Hanuman, and Ravi
Dubey takes on the role of
Lakshmana. Directed by
Nitesh Tiwari, the film seeks
to bring the epic to the
screen through a combina-
tion of mythology, large-
scale action and contempo-
rary cinematic technology.

An international
release strategy

The film is being posi-
tioned for overseas audi-
ences under the title
Ramayana: The Rise of
Legend. Advance book-
ings have opened in inter-
national markets, according
to the announcement ac-
companying the trailer. The
reported overseas release
is scheduled for November
5, ahead of its Indian the-
atrical debut planned for
Diwali.

The international distri-
bution effort is backed by
Sony Pictures’ global dis-
tribution network. Produc-
tion brings together Namit
Malhotra’s Prime Focus
Studios, the visual-effects
company DNEG and
Yash’s Monster Mind Cre-
ations.

The involvement of
DNEG, known for its work
in visual effects, points to
the scale of the film’s tech-
nical ambition. However,

Ranbir Kapoor and Yash Lead
the Epic’s International Push

the film’s ultimate impact
will depend not only on
spectacle but also on how
convincingly it presents a
story deeply embedded in
India’s cultural memory.
More than mythology

on screen
For generations,

Ramayana has travelled

Jan Jan Vichar
Entertainment Desk

across languages, regions,
performing traditions and
religious practices. Its char-
acters have been inter-
preted differently across
communities, making any
large-scale adaptation both
an artistic opportunity and a
considerable responsibility.

The challenge for the
filmmakers is to balance
cinematic grandeur with the
emotional and philosophi-
cal depth of the epic. Inter-
national audiences may be
drawn by the stars, action
and visual effects, but the
story’s enduring appeal lies
in its exploration of duty,
sacrifice, loyalty, power
and the consequences of
moral choices.

With Ranbir Kapoor
and Yash at the forefront,
Ramayana Part 1 is seek-
ing to transform a familiar
Indian narrative into a glo-
bal theatrical event.
Whether the film achieves
that ambition will become
clearer when audiences fi-
nally experience the epic on
the big screen.


