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Earthquake Hits
Tibet, 16 Dead

and 54 Injured

New Delhi: A powerful
7.0-magnitude earthquake
struck Tibet on Thursday
evening, killing at least 16
people and injuring 54
others, according to reports
from Chinese state media.
The tremor caused exten-
sive damage in Nagqu city
in northern Tibet, where
hundreds of houses and
livestock enclosures report-
edly collapsed.

Authorities have
launched rescue and relief
operations in the affected
areas, deploying more than
1,600 rescue personnel.
Emergency supplies have
also been dispatched,
including around 3,000
tents, 1,000 prefabricated
housing units, folding beds,
torches and winter clothing
to support people displaced
by the disaster.

According to the US
Geological Survey (USGS),
the earthquake occurred at
a depth of approximately 18
Kkilometres, with its
epicentre around 191
kilometres east-northeast
of Nagqu. The affected
area lies in a sparsely
populated, high-altitude
region of northern Tibet.
Nagqu is situated more
than 300 kilometres north
of Lhasa, the Tibetan
capital.

Data released by India's
National Centre for Seis-
mology (NCS) recorded 18
seismic events across
Tibet, China and Myanmar
between the night of Octo-
ber 22 and 12:51 am on
October 23. These included
13 events in Tibet, four in
China and one in Myanmar.

The strongest earth-
quake, measuring 7.0 on
the Richter scale, was
recorded in Tibet at 8:03:42
pm Indian Standard Time
on October 22. Several
subsequent tremors were
also reported, with magni-
tudes ranging from 4.3 to
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Bihar’s Electoral Roll Gains
14 Lakh Voters After SIR

Jan Jan Vichar
... ZSPATNA

Bihar’s electoral roll has added
nearly 14 lakh voters since the pub-
lication of the post-Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) list in Septem-
ber 2025, taking the state’s elec-
torate to approximately 7.55 crore,
according to officials associated
with the Chief Electoral Officer’s
(CEO) office.

The latest electoral roll, updated
on October 1, 2026, contains
around 7.55 crore voters, com-
pared with 7.41 crore in the list
published after the SIR exercise
concluded on September 30,
2025. Officials said approximately
18.7 lakh applications were sub-
mitted using Form 6, the pre-
scribed form for inclusion of a
name in the electoral roll under the
Registration of Electors Rules,
1960. Of these, nearly 14 lakh ap-
plications resulted in successful en-
rolment.

The increase includes first-time
voters, young people reaching vot-
ing age and individuals seeking to
have their names restored to the
electoral roll.

Enrolment Usually Rises

Before Elections

Electoral officials said voter en-
rolment generally increases during
election years, whether ahead of
Lok Sabha, Assembly or
Panchayat elections. Bihar re-
corded an increase of around 41.9
lakh voters in 202324, the year
of the Lok Sabha elections, and
approximately 41.4 lakh in 2024—
25, when Assembly elections were
held in the state. In comparison, the
increase was around 13 lakh in
2022-23 and 24.5 lakh in 2025—
26, according to figures cited by
officials. The latest addition of
nearly 14 lakh voters comes after
the intensive revision exercise,
which significantly changed the
composition and size of the state's
electoral roll.

SIR Removed and Restored
Names After Verification
The three-month SIR exercise

was conducted in Bihar between

June 25 and September 30, 2025.
It was the first exercise of its kind
in the current nationwide series.

Before the revision, the state
had approximately 7.89 crore reg-
istered voters. During the initial ex-
ercise, around 65.6 lakh names
were removed from the rolls. These
included approximately 22.3 lakh
voters reported dead, 36.4 lakh
who had shifted residence and 6.8
lakh entries identified as duplicated
across locations.

During the subsequent claims
and objections period, approxi-
mately 21.5 lakh voters were
added, while another 3.6 lakh
names were removed. The final
post-SIR electoral roll contained
around 7.41 crore voters. Bihar
has not conducted a summary re-
vision of the electoral roll since the
2025 SIR exercise, officials said.

Form 6 Applications
Under Scrutiny

Allindividuals added to the elec-
toral roll after the SIR, including
first-time voters, were required to
submit Form 6. Booth-level offic-
ers (BLOs) have been examining
applications and verifying support-
ing documents before recommend-
ing names for inclusion. Electoral
Registration Officers (EROs) con-
duct further scrutiny before ap-
proving enrolment. In Patna's Raja
Bazar area, a booth-level officer
said most applicants had submit-
ted their forms online through the
Election Commission of India por-

tal. She added that enrolment ac-
tivity generally gathers pace before
elections, while officials working as
teachers are currently occupied
with academic responsibilities.

In Thakurganj Nagar Panchayat
in Kishanganj district, a BLO re-
ceived around 3,600 applications
over the past year and recom-
mended approximately 636 names
for inclusion after verification. Seven
additional applications were being
examined after a mobile application
flagged them as possible duplicate
entries. The Election Commission's
Demographic Similar Entry (DSE)
software identifies potentially simi-
lar records by comparing details
such as names, fathers' names and
ages. Such flags require verification
and do not, by themselves, estab-
lish that an entry is duplicate. In
Patna's Kadamkuan area, a BLO
assigned to booth number 419 ata
school for visually impaired students
received around 24 applications
over the past year.

Separate Declaration Not

Required for Form 6

The latest enrolment drive fol-
lows a communication from the
Election Commission stating that eli-
gible citizens applying through Form
6 need not submit a separate decla-
ration seeking parental linkage with
the previous SIR. The Bihar CEO's
office has also been asked to
organise a campaign to identify and
enrol first-time voters and eligible
citizens left out of the electoral roll.
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Petrol Bomb Attack on Building
Housing ED Office in Shillong

Jan Jan Vichar
...25Shillong
Security concerns have mounted
in Meghalaya’s capital after two
motorcycle-borne men allegedly
hurled petrol bombs at a building
housing the Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) office in Shillong early
Thursday, marking the second at-

Jan Jan Vichar
...&5Itanagar

In the hills of Arunachal
Pradesh, where rugged landscapes
shelter places of worship shaped
by nature and tradition, Menga
Mandir stands apart. Also known
as the Meghna Cave Temple, this
natural rock shrine near Daporijo,
in Upper Subansiri district, draws
devotees with its unusual cave for-
mations and its distinctive form of
Shiva worship. Unlike temples built
around elaborate architecture,
Menga Mandir is formed within a
natural cave. Its spiritual centre is
a large stalagmite-a mineral forma-
tion created over time by the depo-
sition of minerals from dripping
water-which devotees revere as a
Svayambhu Shiva Lingam, ora self-
manifested representation of Lord
Shiva. But the temple’s significance
goes beyond its natural beauty.
Here, Shiva is worshipped as
Lakulisha, a revered figure in the
Shaivite tradition associated with
one of the important historical
schools of Shaivism. Lakulisha is
traditionally regarded as the 28th
incarnation of Shiva, giving the
shrine a distinctive place in the
region’s religious landscape.

A journey into the
heart of the cave

Reaching Menga Mandir in-
volves climbing a flight of steps
along a hillside. The approach of-
fers a transition from the open land-
scape outside to the cave’s dark
and enclosed interior. Inside, the
natural rock formations create an
atmosphere markedly different
from that of a conventional temple.
The cave contains two dark pas-

tack on a government establishment
in the city within two days. The inci-
dent took place in the Langkyrding
area of East Khasi Hills district. No
structural damage to the building
was reported, Superintendent of Po-
lice Vivek Syiemsaid. According to
the police, the guard stationed in-
side the building was unaware of the
incident until Thursday morning. In-

sages, one of which begins with a
relatively broad entrance before
narrowing sharply. Further inside,
the passage becomes so con-
stricted that visitors may have to
crawl to move ahead. These con-
fined tunnels are among the cave’s
most striking features. They make
the visit not merely an act of wor-
ship but also an encounter with a
natural space whose shape and
scale have been determined over
centuries by geological processes.
The cave’s darkness, uneven rock
surfaces and narrow passages add
to its sense of mystery. For devo-
tees, however, the central attrac-
tion remains the sacred rock for-
mation worshipped as Shiva.
Where faith meets history
Regional accounts associate the
cave with a history extending back
approximately 5,000 years, while
its rediscovery is said to have taken
placein 1962. Such claims contrib-
ute to the shrine’s reputation as an
ancient place of worship, although
independently verified archaeologi-
cal evidence would be needed to
establish its precise age.
Inscriptions within the cave have

vestigators are examining CCTV
footage in an effort to identify the
suspects, while a case is being reg-
istered in connection with the attack.
Police have also intensified patrol-
ling in the area as the investigation
continues. The latest incident follows
a similar attack on the Health De-
partment office in Shillong’s
Laitumkhrah area on Wednesday

also been described as references
to ancient Sanskrit religious texts
associated with the Kali Purana.
These reported connections add
another layer to the temple’s sig-
nificance, linking its local traditions
with the wider history of Hindu re-
ligious literature. The distinction
between religious belief and docu-
mented history is important here.
The cave’s naturally formed shrine
is visible, while claims about its an-
tiquity and textual associations re-
quire careful historical verification.
Together, however, these traditions
help explain why Menga Mandir
occupies a special place in the spiri-
tual imagination of the region.
A distinctive Shaivite tradition
in the Northeast
Arunachal Pradesh is known for
its diverse cultural and religious tra-
ditions, shaped by its geography,
communities and historical connec-
tions with neighbouring regions.
Menga Mandir adds to this land-
scape through its association with
Lakulisha and the worship of a
naturally formed Shiva Lingam. The
shrine also illustrates how places of
worship can emerge from the rela-

morning. The back-to-back inci-
dents have raised questions about
the security of government establish-
ments in the Meghalaya capital. Al-
though no structural damage was
reported in the latest attack, the use
of petrol bombs against a building
housing a central investigative
agency has added to concerns over
public security.

tionship between landscape and
belief. Rather than imposing a
structure upon nature, the temple’s
sacred identity is closely tied to the
caveitself.

For pilgrims, the visit offers an
opportunity to pray and experience
a place where the natural rock for-
mation is central to worship. For
travellers interested in the cultural
heritage of the Northeast, the cave
presents a different perspective on
the region’s religious geography—
one that is rooted in a specific land-
scape and a distinctive tradition.

More than a destination

Menga Mandir is not simply a
cave with an unusual rock forma-
tion. Itis a place where natural ge-
ology, religious devotion and re-
gional tradition converge. Its nar-
row passages and dark chambers
may attract the curious, but its en-
during importance lies in the faith
attached to the sacred formation
within. The worship of Shiva as
Lakulisha gives the shrine a distinc-
tive identity, while the cave’s physi-
cal features make the experience
unlike that of many conventional
temples. As interest in Arunachal
Pradesh’s cultural and natural at-
tractions grows, Menga Mandir
offers a reminder that the
Northeast’s heritage is not confined
to monuments, monasteries or cel-
ebrated tourist sites. Some of its
most compelling stories are found
in quieter places, where the land-
scape itself becomes part of the
sacred experience.

At Menga Mandir, the cave is
both the setting and an essential part
of the story-a natural sanctuary
where faith finds expression in
stone.
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NETANYAHU INVITES MODI & MACHCHHAR

Jan Jan Vichar
....sNEW DELHI/JERUSALEM

In a gesture highlighting India—
Israel ties and recognition of an In-
dian pilot’s actions during a mid-
air emergency, Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu has in-
vited Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Captain Smit Machchhar
to jointly light a ceremonial torch
at Israel’s Independence Day cel-
ebrations in 2027.

The invitation was extended
during a telephone conversation
between Netanyahu and Modi on
Thursday, October 22. The Israeli
leader praised Machchhar, a
Flydubai captain who was seriously
injured when his co-pilot allegedly
attacked him inside the cockpit of
a Dubai-to-Tel Aviv flight on Sep-
tember 30.

Netanyahu announced the invi-
tation in a post on X, saying Modi
had thanked him and emphasised
the longstanding relationship be-
tween the two countries. Accord-
ing to Netanyahu, Modi also said
that India and Israel were fighting
terrorism together, both on land
and in the air.

Captain Machchhar, a Gujarat-
born Indian commercial pilot, was
operating Flydubai flight FZ1073

when the reported attack occurred.
According to accounts of the inci-
dent, the co-pilot allegedly struck
him repeatedly inside the cockpit
while the aircraft was flying over
Saudi airspace.

Despite sustaining serious head
and arm injuries, Machchhar man-
aged to open the cockpit door, al-
lowing other crew members and a
fellow captain to intervene and re-
strain the attacker. The aircraft sub-
sequently made an emergency
landing in Saudi Arabia.

The incident triggered an inves-
tigation into the circumstances sur-
rounding the attack and the
aircraft’s rapid loss of altitude. Re-
ports said the plane descended by
approximately 17,000 feet during

the emergency. All passengers and
crew survived.

Netanyahu had previously spo-
ken to Machchhar and described
him as a hero of India, Israel and
the wider world. The proposed
torch-lighting ceremony would give
the Indian pilot a prominent role in
Israel’s national Independence Day
celebrations.

However, the ceremony’s par-
ticipants are selected through an
established Israeli government pro-
cess, meaning the invitation does
not by itself guarantee final selec-
tion.

The latest conversation between
the two leaders also focused on the
progress of India—Israel relations
and the volatile situation in West

Asia. In a statement posted on X,
Modi said the leaders reviewed the
sustained momentum in bilateral re-
lations and reaffirmed their commit-
ment to strengthening the partner-
ship. They also exchanged views
on developments in West Asia and
stressed the urgent need to restore
peace and stability in the region.

India and Israel have expanded
cooperation across defence, secu-
rity, technology, agriculture and in-
novation. The two countries have
also sought to strengthen their stra-
tegic partnership while maintaining
diplomatic engagement on regional
and international issues. The pro-
posed joint appearance at Israel’s
Independence Day ceremony car-
ries diplomatic significance, bring-
ing together the Indian prime min-
ister and a civilian pilot whose ac-
tions during a reported cockpit at-
tack drew international attention.

For India, the episode has
placed the spotlight on the role of
professional training, presence of
mind and crew intervention in an
aviation emergency. For Israel, the
invitation provides an opportunity
to publicly acknowledge the pilot’s
actions while underscoring the
longstanding relationship between
the two countries.

Retired Customs Officer’s Murder: Main
Accused Arrested at Kolkata Airport

Jan Jan Vichar
...&Patna/Ara

The Bihar Special Task
Force (STF), in coordina-
tion with Bhojpur Police,
has arrested Chandan
Singh, the main accused in
the murder of retired Assis-
tant Customs Commis-
sioner Ram Kumar Singh.
He was apprehended on
Monday at Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose Interna-
tional Airport in Dum Dum,
Kolkata, while allegedly at-
tempting to flee to Nepal.

According to police
sources, Chandan Singh
had been absconding since
the murder took place on
October 15. Investigators
suspect that he was trying
to evade arrest by leaving
the country through Nepal.
Bhojpur Superintendent of
Police Awadhesh Dixit con-
firmed the arrest, saying the

accused was being brought
to Ara on transit remand.
He added that another sus-
pect, Manoj Singh alias
Vicky, had already been
arrested and that Chandan
would be questioned after
reaching Ara
Land Dispute
Suspected as Motive

Police suspect that a
land dispute may have led
to the murder. According to
the deceased's family,
Chandan Singh and his as-
sociates had allegedly
threatened Ram Kumar
Singh over a plot situated
in a prime location.

The deceased's son,
Amit Kumar alias Goldy,
named the land dispute in
the FIR lodged in connec-
tion with the killing. Inves-
tigators are examining the
allegations to establish the
motive and determine the
roles of those involved.

Chandan Singh has previ-
ously faced allegations re-
lating to land grabbing, ac-
cording to the supplied re-
port. However, the allega-
tions and their connection
to the present case remain
subject to investigation.
Retired Officer Shot
‘While Leaving for
Morning Walk
Ram Kumar Singh was
attacked by three motor-
cycle-borne assailants
while leaving his residence
for his morning walk on
October 15. He was taken
to Ara Sadar Hospital,
where doctors declared
him brought dead.
Thekilling triggered pro-
tests by local residents, who
demanded the immediate
arrest of the perpetrators.
Protesters also blocked the
Ara—Patna Road. The
blockade was lifted after
police officials assured

them that action would be
taken. The arrest of the al-
leged main accused is ex-
pected to advance the in-
vestigation, though police
questioning and further evi-
dence collection will be cru-
cial to establishing the se-
quence of events.

Family Raises
Allegations Against
Local Officials

The deceased's family
also accused Mufassil po-
lice station SHO Ram
Kalyan Yadav and revenue
employee Vishnu Deo
Singh of allegedly being in
collusion with Chandan
Singh. These are allega-
tions made by the family
and have not been estab-
lished as fact. Their valid-
ity, if part of the formal in-
vestigation, will need to be
examined by the authorities.

Meanwhile, Chandan
Singh's wife, Chandani

Singh, has claimed that her
husband is innocent and
has been falsely impli-
cated. In a recorded
video statement, she ac-
knowledged that her hus-
band had differences with
the deceased over a plot
of land but denied the al-
legations against him. She
also said she had been liv-
ing with her parents for the
past three months.
Police Investigation
Continues

With Chandan Singh in
custody, police are ex-
pected to question him
about the alleged land dis-
pute, the circumstances of
the attack and the identi-
ties of the other people in-
volved. Investigators will
also examine the allega-
tions made by the
deceased's family and the
defence presented by the
accused's wife.
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Women’s Quota
Delimitation

The government’s reported plan to
convene a special session of Parliament
to push through constitutional amend-
ments on women'’s reservation and de-
limitation raises a larger question: does
a parliamentary majority automatically
translate into democratic legitimacy?
The answer is no. Constitutional change
demands more than arithmetic; it de-
mands argument, transparency and politi-
cal trust. At a time when Parliament is
already caught in bitter confrontations

over the NEET controversy and the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls, another high-stakes legislative battle
could deepen the divide. The government
may believe it has the numbers, but treat-
ing constitutional amendments as a test of
strength would be a grave misreading of
parliamentary responsibility. Women’s
reservation is a long-overdue step towards
more representative politics. But delimi-
tation is far more complex. It touches the
distribution of political power, the repre-
sentation of states and the delicate balance
of Indian federalism. Any attempt to push
these changes through without adequate
consultation risks turning a reform agenda
into a political confrontation. Article 368

lays down the special majority required
for constitutional amendments. Yet meet-
ing the legal threshold is not the same as
securing wider democratic acceptance.
The government must explain its propos-
als, address legitimate concerns and al-
low Parliament to scrutinise their conse-
quences. The Opposition, too, must look
beyond disruption. Dissent is essential to
democracy, but obstruction without con-
structive engagement serves neither Par-
liament nor the public. The real danger is
not disagreement in Parliament; it is the
belief that numbers can replace dialogue.
Constitutional reform should strengthen
democratic institutions, not become an-
other instrument of partisan advantage.

[s Protest Only Means Left To Us To Take Back Democracy?

Jan Jan Vichar
... Aakar Patel

The three democratic tools
available to us are the vote, the
courts and protest. The only one
over which Indians have real agency
is protest. Voting is considered to
be the same thing as democracy,
as if democracy vanishes between
elections. For decades, the elec-
tion process in India has been
accretive in adding prestige and
credibility. That phase is behind us.
The Constitution says that every In-
dian aged 18 or above, who is not
“disqualified under this Constitution
or any law made by the appropri-
ate legislature on the ground of non-
residence, unsoundness of mind,
crime or corrupt or illegal practice”,
shall be entitled to be registered as
a voter at any such election.

This direction is more like a sug-
gestion to the present Election Com-
mission. It assumed, no doubt on the
orders of the government, that its
exercise to gratuitously put crores of
people through trauma would carry
on undisturbed. A survey of how
manyrollbacks and clarificationsithas
issued over the last four weeks
throws up a list of about one dozen.
These include a “special enrolment
drive” to bring in people left out by
the previous special disenfranchise-
ment drive. Then there is the removal
of a declaration for some people, a
waiver for in-person appearance for
other people, areview of flawed soft-
ware, limiting (but not ending) the
malicious practice of objections be-
ing filed by third party individuals
against voters, mostly Muslims of
course.

Then there is the introduction of
searchable voter lists after resist-
ing them all this time for no reason

other than opacity. And now pri-
vate school teachers being made to
do the extracurricular work that
hapless public school officials have
been running door to door doing,
and other things besides. The num-
ber of measures shows the sloppi-
ness with which this adventure was
embarked upon. The speed at
which the measures are coming
betrays the panic. The disclosure
that the commission’s majority was
being disregarded in decisions
taken would have surprised few.

have been erected by the architect
of minimum government, maximum
governance. The second demo-
cratic tool we have is the courts.
Article 32 says our right to move
court for the enforcement of fun-
damental rights “is guaranteed”.
Note that what is guaranteed is the
liberty to move court. What fol-
lows from there in proceedings is
something we can witness daily in
this country and need not be ex-
pounded on further. Our finest law-
yers have already spoken about

Voting is considered to be the same thing as democ-
racy, as if democracy vanishes between elections. For
decades, the election process in India has been accretive
in adding prestige and credibility. That phase is behind
us Protest is our most effective tool at getting the state
to stop misbehaviour. This is why there is such energy
expended by the government in attempting to curb it,
limit it and throttle it. The farm laws, once Indians were
mobilised in the tens of thousands and arrived in Delhi,
were dead. It took a full year for the government to
finally strike them down, and those months were wasted
because the monarch did not want to be seen as surren-

dering to the people.

Will these subsequent corrections,
rollbacks and reviews resolve the
mess? Of course not. We have al-
ready been divided into several tiers
of Indian citizens: some voters,
some struck off, some in appeal,
some without information about
their status, some beyond care, oth-
ers awaiting judgment.

This steaming pile of excrement
cannot be solved by anything other
than a full rollback. Alas, now with
elections already having taken
place, even this action will lead to
problems of electoral legitimacy, for
instance in Bengal. So, no. This
mess is of a scale that could only

where things stand. As with the
Election Commission, there has
been erosion here also.

The third democratic tool, the
only one over which we have real
agency, is protest. Showing up to
tell the state that we feel violated and
it must stop. The government can
mess around with our vote, as it is
doing, and the justice system can toy
with us as it does in service of the
executive. Itis harder for it to force
itself on our bodies, though it tries.
Protest is our most effective tool at
getting the state to stop
misbehaviour. This is why there is
such energy expended by the gov-

emment in attempting to curb it, limit
it and throttle it. The farm laws, once
Indians were mobilised in the tens
of thousands and arrived in Delhi,
were dead. It took a full year for
the government to finally strike them
down, and those months were
wasted because the monarch did not
want to be seen as surrendering to
the people. But it was immediately
clear to many the moment the
mobilisation happened, that the
people would win. Deliciously, this
victory was accompanied by an
apology. An apology that was a
qualified one, as may be expected
from the person offering it, but an
apology nonetheless. The brave
Muslim women who led the protests
against the National Register of Citi-
zens succeeded in halting what has
happened in Assam from happen-
ing elsewhere in India. Yes, it is true
that the road this SIR has putus on
ultimately takes us to the same des-
tination, but recent events show that
this will not be easy for the govern-
ment to do uncontested no matter
how much the BJP leadership sali-
vates at the thought of crores of dis-
enfranchised, disentitled and in-
terned. Peaceful assembly (Article
19) is a fundamental right, meaning
one thatenjoys a high degree of pro-
tection from encroachment by the
government. But in practice, the
encroachment has exceeded the
freedom over the decades. And
there it will remain, caged in desig-
nated areas and subject to govern-
ment approval. Unless it is taken
back, as today it is being by young
women and men on the streets of
Delhi. For many of us, this is the
most heartening feature of our times.
A hard, authoritarian state finally
challenged by a spirited public re-
sponse from our youth.
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Two Bangladeshis Executed in Mecca
The Unanswered Questions Behind Saudi Arabia’s Shocking Verdict

Jan Jan Vichar
....285New Delhi

Saudi Arabia’s execution of
two Bangladeshi nationals over
what its authorities described as
an “indecent act” inside a mosque
in Mecca has brought renewed at-
tention to the kingdom’s strict le-
gal system-and to the rights of for-
eign nationals facing its harshest
punishment.

The executions were carried
out on October 14, 2026, in the
Mecca region. Saudi Arabia’s
Ministry of Interior identified the
individuals as Nazrul Islam Abdul
Basir and Siti Akhtar. According
to the ministry, an investigation
was followed by criminal charges,
a court verdict imposing the death
penalty and approval by the rel-
evant judicial authority before a
royal order authorised the execu-
tions.

Yet one central question re-
mains unanswered: What exactly
did the two individuals do? The
Saudi statement did not identify
the mosque, describe the alleged
act in detail or disclose the evi-
dence presented in court. Social
media speculation has suggested
that the case involved physical in-
timacy, but such claims should not
be treated as established fact. The
available official statement does
not confirm them.

Bangladesh learned of the
executions after they happened

The controversy has taken on
a diplomatic dimension because
Bangladesh says its government
and diplomatic mission in Saudi
Arabia were not informed before
the executions. Following the an-
nouncement, Bangladesh’s Con-
sulate General in Jeddah sought
formal clarification from Saudi au-
thorities. Dhaka subsequently
raised the matter with the Saudi
ambassador and requested details
about the allegations, the judicial
proceedings and the reasons its
diplomatic mission had not been
informed in advance. As of Octo-
ber 21, Bangladesh was still await-
ing a substantive response, ac-
cording to a Reuters report. The
government said it would consider
its next steps after receiving the rel-
evant information and court docu-
ments.

The absence of advance noti-

fication has become a particularly
sensitive issue. Consular access
can be crucial for foreign nation-
als who may face language barri-
ers, unfamiliar legal procedures
and difficulties securing legal rep-
resentation in another country.

However, the precise legal im-
plications of the notification issue
cannot be settled without the full
case record. Article 36 of the
Vienna Convention on Consular
Relations provides for communi-
cation with and access to a for-
eign national’s consular authorities,
including notification without de-
lay when the detained person re-
quests it. Whether and how those
requirements applied in this par-
ticular case needs to be assessed
against the facts, including what the
authorities knew and what steps
were taken during the proceed-
ings.

What does ta’zir mean—and
why does it matter? Saudi Arabia
said the death sentences were im-
posed under ta’zir, a category of
punishment in Islamic jurispru-
dence that gives judges discretion
within the applicable legal frame-
work for offences whose penal-
ties are not fixed in the same way
as prescribed punishments.

The Saudi ministry cited the
gravity of the offence and the vio-
lation of the mosque’s sanctity as
reasons for the sentences. It said
the verdicts had been upheld by
the relevant judicial authority be-
fore the executions were
authorised.

The term itself, however, does
not explain why the death penalty
was considered appropriate in this
case. Nor does it establish that
every act described as immoral or
improper at a religious site auto-
matically carries a death sentence.
That distinction matters. The se-
verity of a punishment makes the
clarity of the charges, the quality
of evidence, the opportunity to
mount a defence and the availabil-
ity of judicial review especially im-
portant. Without the judgments
and a fuller account of the pro-
ceedings, outsiders cannot inde-
pendently assess the court’s rea-
soning.

The question is not whether a
country can regulate conductat its
religious sites. It is whether the de-
tails of a case involving the ulti-

mate punishment are sufficiently
clear for the public to understand
the legal basis on which that pun-
ishment was imposed.

A sacred place, a severe

punishment

Mecca occupies a unique place
in Islam, and its sacred sites hold
profound religious significance for
Muslims across the world. Saudi
Arabia has consistently maintained
that it must protect the sanctity and
security of these locations. For the
Saudi authorities, the case was
presented as enforcement of the
law against conduct they consid-
ered a serious violation of a
mosque’s sanctity. But the lack of
publicly disclosed details has left
a gap between the official justifi-
cation and the information avail-
able to the wider public. The dis-
tinction between religious rever-
ence and judicial scrutiny should
not be overlooked. Respect for a
sacred place and questions about
the fairness and transparency of
legal proceedings are not neces-
sarily opposing positions. A legal
system’s credibility rests not only
on its ability to punish offences but
also on its ability to explain the
basis of its decisions, particularly
when the consequences are irre-
versible. It is also important not to
treat Saudi Arabia’s legal interpre-
tation as representative of every
Muslim-majority country or of all
Muslims. Legal systems and inter-
pretations of Islamic jurisprudence
vary across countries and institu-
tions.

The stakes for Bangladesh’s
migrant workers

The case carries wider signifi-
cance because Saudi Arabia is a
major destination for Bangladeshi
migrant workers. Reuters re-
ported that an estimated 3.5 mil-
lion Bangladeshis live and work in
the kingdom, sending remittances
that support households and con-
tribute to Bangladesh’s economy.

For a migrant worker, arrest in
a foreign country can mean sepa-
ration from family, uncertainty over
legal representation and limited
access to information about pro-
ceedings. The risk is especially
serious when a case could result
in a death sentence.

The executions have therefore
placed the question of consular
protection under scrutiny.

Bangladesh needs to establish
when the two individuals were de-
tained, what charges they faced,
whether they had access to legal
assistance, what opportunities they
had to challenge the verdicts and
why the diplomatic mission was
not notified before the sentences
were carried out.

Some of these questions may
be answered only when Saudi
Arabia provides the requested
records. Until then, conclusions
about the precise conduct, the
evidence or any procedural fail-
ure would be premature.

The case also presents a chal-
lenge for Bangladesh’s diplomatic
system: how can its missions iden-
tify vulnerable nationals, monitor
serious criminal cases and inter-
vene effectively when thousands of
citizens are held in detention
across a foreign country?

The verdict is final, but the
questions remain

Saudi Arabia says the two
Bangladeshis were convicted,
their sentences were upheld and
the executions were authorised
through the kingdom’s legal pro-
cess. Bangladesh, meanwhile, is
seeking the detailed information
needed to understand what hap-
pened and why it was not informed
beforehand. The central facts are
stark: two people have been ex-
ecuted; the precise act described
by Saudi authorities has not been
publicly specified in the ministry’s
statement; and Bangladesh says it
learned of the executions after
they had taken place. This case
should not be reduced to unveri-
fied social media claims, nor
should the seriousness of the pun-
ishment be used to close off le-
gitimate questions. The full court
judgments, evidence and explana-
tion of the consular communication
process are essential to a clearer
understanding. A sacred site’s dig-
nity is a matter of profound impor-
tance to believers. So, too, is the
need for justice to be demonstra-
bly fair, especially when the pun-
ishment cannot be reversed. Until
the outstanding details are dis-
closed, the execution of the two
Bangladeshis remains not only a
case of severe punishment, but also
atest of transparency, consular pro-
tection and public confidence in the
administration of justice.
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A Rs 35-Lakh Singer, an Angry
Minister and a Humiliated Audience

Jan Jan Vichar
....2SEntertainment Des—kl

InIndia, a stage is rarely
justastage. It is a platform
for celebrity, a display of
political influence, a source
of public entertainment and,
sometimes, a reminder of
how power operates. At
Uttarakhand’s Kunjapuri
Mela, all these elements
collided when Cabinet Min-
ister Subodh Uniyal
walked onto the stage dur-
ing Daler Mehndi’s perfor-
mance and questioned the
singer’s ability to deliver the
show.

The minister alleged that
the veteran Punjabi singer
appeared intoxicated,
questioned whether he was
singing live and said he had
been paid Rs 35 lakh for
the performance. Videos of
the confrontation quickly
spread across social media,
turning a cultural event into
anational controversy. The
allegation of intoxication,
however, has not been in-
dependently established.

The incident raises a dis-
tinctly Indian question:
when an artist is paid a sub-
stantial fee to perform at a
public event, who is ac-
countable to whom-the
performer to the audience,
the organiser to the public,
or the politician to every-
one watching?

The audience is
not an extra

India has an enduring
fascination with celebrity. A
famous singer can attract
thousands of people, com-
mand a substantial fee and
turn an ordinary cultural
programme into a major
attraction. But the public
often disappears from the
conversation once a con-
troversy begins.

The Kunjapuri incident
is a case in point. The min-
ister argued that people
had gathered to hear

Mehndi and deserved a

performance worthy of the
occasion. His stated griev-
ance was that the singer
was not doing justice to his
reputation or the money
spent on bringing him to the
event.

That concern cannot
simply be dismissed.
Whether the money came
from public funds, sponsor-
ship or an event budget, a
substantial professional fee
creates legitimate expecta-
tions. The organisers must
ensure that the contracted
performance is delivered,
and the artist must commu-
nicate honestly if illness or
another difficulty makes
that impossible.

But there is an equally
important distinction: de-
manding accountability is
not the same as publicly hu-
miliating someone. A
minister's displeasure does
not automatically justify
turning a performance into
a confrontation before a
crowd.

When political power
enters the spotlight

The most striking feature
of the episode is not merely
the accusation against a
singer. It is the manner in
which a political office-
holder intervened.

A minister has the au-
thority to raise concerns
about an event, question its
arrangements and seek ex-
planations from organisers.
But a public stage is not a
disciplinary chamber. The
higher the office, the greater
the responsibility to exercise
restraint.

In India, public events
frequently bring together
politicians, celebrities and
officials. Their presence can
lend prestige to a
programme, but it can also
create an imbalance of
power. When a disagree-
ment occurs, the politician's
words carry a weight that
an ordinary organiser's
complaint may not.

That is why the method
of intervention matters. If a

performer fails to meet con-
tractual obligations, the ap-
propriate response is to
document the shortcoming,
seek an explanation and in-
voke the agreed terms. A
public confrontation may
generate headlines, but it
does not necessarily estab-
lish the truth.

A familiar Indian habit
Worship the star, then
condemn him

The reaction from the
entertainment industry re-
vealed another contradic-
tion. Several celebrities
defended Mehndi, with his
brother Mika Singh and
actor Anupam Kher refer-
ring to health concerns and
arguing that the singer de-
served dignity. Singer
Sona Mohapatra, mean-
while, raised questions
about professional ac-
countability and the
audience's expectations.

Both concerns deserve

examination. India often
treats established entertain-
ers as institutions in their
own right. Their achieve-
ments become part of
popular culture, and their
fans develop a deep emo-
tional attachment to them.
But a long career cannot
guarantee that every per-
formance will be satisfac-
tory. Equally, a disappoint-
ing performance cannot
erase decades of contribu-
tion to music. The relevant
question is not whether
Daler Mehndi is a legend.
His place in Indian popu-
lar music can be acknowl-
edged without assuming
that every criticism of his
work is an insult. Nor
should one difficult ap-
pearance become grounds
for an unverified accusa-
tion about his personal
conduct. The allegation
that Mehndi was intoxi-
cated remains unproven in
the available reporting.
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