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 


      

     




      




   

   

   
   


     
      

 
 







     
     
 

   








   


    

     
      
     
     
     
     

  



2 ||






















  

 


  



  



   




  



  



  







  



  



 


  




-




 




       



      





   





  


     




     
    



   

  


       















    

  










    



    
    
 
       





 


     

      

    
   

 










  


 
    


  

     







    





 


 

 
      
   







      
    




     



     








    








  



3||

  




      








        





           





 




           
  











- 



 

  

  
     

  

    


        


    
    






      

 
  



      

    
    
   
  






   
     

     











 



     
 





 


   
    
 




          




    
    
     






 




    


 

     
 

    







   




    



     



    
 










 
  


































  







4  ||

   
      

    










       
      


   

        




     


       

    



     


        
      












 










       





     




     






















         











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  

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
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






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






 

 




     

    



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
    




     
 

     



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
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      
     









   












      

  








  
           






5||



 
 









  






      

 







  

 

         

  




 


    



   



         
   








           


 
     


  




    


         


    


     


  




  
      










    
  


      


   
  






      

  

         


     






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


     





  
   


       
   












  





 





    
   





     







     






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       
         






         






  
         

    























       
   



  












     


   
      





     

   





  





       




      











     

    

      




 













  






   
   









  



    





   
  

  







    
     


    





    

     


    





    

 



    


  

   
     




    








  





|| || 



    
   





    

     




 









    

  





      











      




     


      
 


     









     





     



     



    



    





     





 
     





  

  

    
  
  




    


     




   

    




    

   

  

    

    
 



    
 


     

    




              


    





  



    


 


    
   


   














    
    










 ||


     


     




     


    






     

 




   





     















      











 











    














     

     


    
    







    


    






     








    



     














     





 




        





        
          

 





       



    
     
   




      




     






 


 


    

 





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Guwahati, Friday, 18 September 2026

Jan Jan Vichar
New Delhi/Imphal
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The security situation in
the Northeast remains a
major concern as the Cen-
tre has extended the Armed
Forces (Special Powers)
Act, or AFSPA, for another
six months in parts of
Manipur, Nagaland and
Arunachal Pradesh, even as
the killing of four civilians in
Manipur's Kamjong district
has brought fresh attention
to the fragile security situa-
tion along the India-
Myanmar border.

According to the Minis-
try of Home Affairs notifi-
cation, the extension will
take effect from October 1,
2026. In Manipur, the law
will continue to apply to
most of the state, with ar-
eas under 13 police stations
in five districts kept outside
its ambit. The government
has classified the remaining
areas as “disturbed areas”
under Section 3 of the
AFSPA.
Nine Nagaland districts

under AFSPA
In Nagaland, AFSPA

has been extended to nine
d i s t r i c t s - D i m a p u r ,
Newland, Chumoukedima,
Mon, Kiphire, Noklak,
Phek, Peren and Meluri.
Areas under 21 police sta-
tions in five other districts
have also been covered by
the notification.

In Arunachal Pradesh,

AFSPA Extended Across Northeast
Fresh Killing Deepens Manipur Security Concerns

the extension covers Tirap,
Changlang and Longding
districts. The latest move
comes despite the Centre's
stated objective of gradu-
ally reducing the geographi-
cal spread of AFSPA in the
Northeast. Union Home
Minister Amit Shah has pre-
viously said that the gov-
ernment expects to remove
AFSPA from most of the
region, apart from one or
two states, in the coming
year.

Four civilians killed
in Kamjong

The AFSPA extension
coincides with a deadly in-
cident in Manipur's

Kamjong district, where
the bodies of four Tangkhul
Naga civilians were recov-
ered near the India-
Myanmar border. Police
and multiple reports identi-
fied the victims as Phami
Jajo, Ningthem Kashak,
Betterson Jajo and
Vareishim Jajo. Two of the
victims were reported to
be father and son.

The incident took place
at Pilong village, around 35
kilometres from the
Kamjong district head-
quarters. Police suspect
that armed militants oper-
ating from across the
Myanmar border may have

been involved. The allega-
tion by local Naga
organisations regarding the
involvement of the
Myanmar-based Kuki Na-
tional Army-Burma faction
has not been independently
verified. A 24-hour shut-
down was subsequently
called by the Tangkhul
Naga Long in protest
against the killings, with es-
sential services exempted.

Security challenge
remains

The simultaneous exten-
sion of AFSPA and the lat-
est civilian killings underline
the continuing security chal-
lenges confronting parts of

the Northeast. While the
Centre has repeatedly spo-
ken of restoring normalcy
and reducing the areas un-
der the special law, inci-
dents of violence along vul-
nerable border and hill re-
gions continue to test that
objective. For residents of
affected areas, the imme-
diate concerns remain se-
curity, protection of civil-
ians and accountability for
violence. The latest devel-
opments also place re-
newed focus on how effec-
tively security measures can
be balanced with the return
of lasting peace and normal
civilian life in the region.

Centre extends special
law for six months in

parts of Manipur,
Nagaland and Arunachal

Pradesh

Itanagar: Arunachal Pradesh
Chief Minister Pema Khandu is
likely to visit Siang, Upper Siang
and East Siang districts to meet lo-
cal residents, village elders, civil
society organisations and commu-
nity groups raising concerns over
the proposed Siang Upper Multi-
purpose Project (SUMP).

Khandu has said the state gov-
ernment is open to dialogue on the

Arunachal CM likely to visit Siang, Upper Siang
amid concerns over mega dam project

proposed mega project and is will-
ing to hear concerns raised by
organisations including the Adi Bane
Kebang (ABK) and other commu-
nity bodies from the Siang region.

The Chief Minister has main-
tained that the government is not
forcing the SUMP project on local
people and has indicated that dis-
cussions and consultations will
continue.The proposed project,

however, has faced opposition from
sections of local residents and
organisations, particularly over the
ongoing Pre-Feasibility Report
(PFR) activities. The ABK-U has
publicly called for the PFR activi-
ties to be stopped. The SUMP is-
sue has emerged as a major point
of discussion in Siang and Upper
Siang, with government representa-
tives stressing dialogue while oppo-

nents continue to raise concerns
over the proposed project and sur-
vey-related activities. Meanwhile,
the Arunachal Pradesh Cabinet re-
cently approved the constitution of
an Empowered High-Level Com-
mittee to guide and coordinate the
PFR survey and related activities
for the SUMP and facilitate en-
gagement with communities in Siang
and Upper Siang.



||Friday, 18 September 2026Assam/North East16

BJP eyes independent power in state

Jan Jan Vichar
Guwahati

Former Chief of Army Staff
General Upendra Dwivedi (Retd)
on September 25 described the
Northeast as a "true gateway" to
India, calling on young people to
combine technological skills with
adaptability, ability and a strong
grounding in Indian values.

Dwivedi was speaking at
'Namami Bharatam', a collective
singing programme organised by
Vidya Bharati Northeast Region at
the Srimanta Sankaradeva Interna-
tional Auditorium in Guwahati to
mark the 150th anniversary of
Vande Mataram.

Addressing the gathering,
Dwivedi said, "The Northeast is not
the place where India ends, but the
place from where India begins. It
is the true gateway to the nation."

He said he was addressing the
gathering not merely as a former
Army chief but as an alumnus of
Saraswati Shishu Mandir, and
urged students to play an active
role in nation-building.

Dwivedi called upon young
people to focus on three pillars —
attitude, adaptability and ability —
as India works towards the goal of
becoming a developed nation by
2047.

Urging students to become so-
lution providers rather than merely
identifying problems, he encour-
aged them to follow a continuous

‘Northeast is not where India
ends, but where India begins’

Gen Upendra Dwivedi in Guwahati

process of "learn, unlearn and re-
learn". He also stressed the need
for young people to understand
emerging technologies while re-
maining rooted in Indian values.

Dwivedi suggested a daily
'Zero-Ten' routine, asking young
people to spend the first 10 min-
utes of every morning away from
mobile phones, using the time to
focus on their goals, express
gratitude and set their intentions
for the day.

The event brought together stu-
dents, educators, alumni and mem-

bers of civil society for a
synchronised rendition of Vande
Mataram. Vidya Bharati Northeast
organisational secretary Dr Pawan
Tiwari said the national song rep-
resented India's cultural unity and
highlighted the Northeast's histori-
cal and cultural contributions.

Tiwari referred to the spiritual
legacy of Maa Kamakhya and
Srimanta Sankaradeva, as well as
the military history associated with
Ahom general Lachit Borphukan,
while speaking about the region's
place in India's national conscious-

ness. The programme was attended
by Air Vice Marshal Sanjeev
Bordoloi (Retd), Dr Jagadindra
Ray Choudhury, Shishu Shiksha
Samiti Assam president Kulendra
Kumar Bhagwati, programme co-
ordinator Gaurav Kalita and Assam
Gaurav awardee Meenakshi Das,
among others.

Speaking to reporters, Vidya
Bharati Assam media architect
Sailendra Pandey said the collec-
tive singing from Assam highlighted
the Northeast's role in India's cul-
tural and strategic landscape.

Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma on September 25 said
the Northeast can emerge as one of
India's "living laboratories" for tech-
nology and practical problem-solv-
ing, as he launched the North East
Seva Innovation Challenge
(NESFIC) in Guwahati.

Speaking at the launch of
'NESFIC-Ashtalakshmi for Viksit
Bharat', Sarma said the initiative
would provide a platform for young
people across the region to identify
real-world problems and develop

Northeast can emerge as India's 'living
lab' for tech, problem-solving: Himanta

Jan Jan Vichar
Guwahati

solutions that can eventually be
implemented. "The Northeast can
emerge as one of India's living labo-
ratories for technology and problem-
solving. A solution developed for
flood management in Assam could
potentially find applications in other
parts of India, while a low-cost
healthcare technology developed for
remote communities could serve
people far beyond the region," he
said. Sarma said NESFIC was not
intended to promote innovation
merely for creating new products,
but to connect young innovators with
problems faced by citizens, govern-
ment departments and industries.

"A startup does not always be-
gin in a large office or a corporate
laboratory. It can begin in a hostel
room, a college workshop or an in-
stitutional laboratory," he said, urg-
ing engineering colleges, polytech-
nics and ITIs across the Northeast
to participate in the initiative.

Under NESFIC, 50 real-world
challenges have been identified —
40 from government departments
and 10 from industry organisations.
The challenges are based on prob-
lems faced by government depart-
ments, industries and citizens. Sarma
said one of the key objectives was
to create an opportunity for the gov-

ernment to become the first cus-
tomer for young innovators. He said
startups often struggle to enter gov-
ernment markets because conven-
tional procurement requirements in-
clude criteria related to turnover,
prior experience and bank guaran-
tees. Among the challenges identi-
fied by the Health and Family Wel-
fare Department are early detection
of pregnancy-induced hypertension,
improving access to obstetric ultra-
sound in remote areas, infection
control in labour rooms, faster iden-
tification and referral of sick new-
borns and early detection of con-
genital deformities.
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Will BJP get isolated on Gyanesh Kumar
issue? Allies ask CEC to explain his stand

Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) Gyanesh Kumar must "dis-
pel misgivings in the minds of the
people" and clarify the differences
in the poll panel over Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls, BJP's allies said on Friday.

The Telugu Desam Party, the
Lok Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas),
and the Rashtriya Lok Morcha
(RLM) issued statements as the
Opposition sought answers over
the rift in the Election Commission
(EC). On September 23, The Elec-
tion Commissioners Sukhbir Singh
Sandhu and Vivek Joshi had ob-
jected on record at least 14 times
in 10 months to SIR-related deci-
sions taken without their knowledge
and glaring gaps in processes.

NDA ally Upendra Kushwaha
on Friday called for an immediate
clarification from the Election Com-
mission to clear what he described
as "confusion" among the public,
amid the ongoing controversy over
the Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls and questions sur-
rounding Chief Election Commis-

sioner Gyanesh Kumar.
Rashtriya Lok Morcha chief

Kushwaha, in a post on X on Sep-
tember 25, said the controversy
around SIR had created consider-
able confusion among people and
needed to be addressed. He said
the Election Commission should
immediately clarify its actual stand
so that the confusion is removed.

Kushwaha's statement came a
day after he had initially declined
to comment on the row when ques-
tioned by reporters in Patna. He
had then said the issue was related
to the Election Commission and
that differences of opinion were not
unusual, adding that disagreements

could happen between individuals.
This comes days after reports

highlighted alleged objections by
Election Commissioners Sukhbir
Singh Sandhu and Vivek Joshi over
aspects of the poll panel's function-
ing, including matters related to
electoral rolls and the SIR exercise.
The Election Commission has said
differences of opinion and internal
notes are a normal part of delib-
erations in a multi-member consti-
tutional body and maintained that
its final decisions were taken unani-
mously.

What Chirag Paswan said?
Kushwaha's demand follows

similar remarks by Union Minister

and NDA ally Chirag Paswan. On
Friday, Paswan said if questions
were being raised against the Elec-
tion Commission, it was the poll
panel's responsibility to firmly
present its position. He stressed
that the matter was not about re-
sponding to the Opposition but
about maintaining public confi-
dence in the electoral process. “If
questions are being raised on the
Election Commission, responsibil-
ity lies with the CEC to present his
stance clearly,” Paswan said, add-
ing that it would be problematic if
people began doubting the elec-
toral process.

Both Kushwaha and Paswan
are allies of the BJP-led NDA in
Bihar. Their remarks come amid a
broader political debate over the
SIR exercise and the functioning of
the Election Commission, with Op-
position parties also raising questions
about the process. The Election
Commission has rejected sugges-
tions that internally recorded differ-
ences amounted to a breakdown in
its functioning, saying discussions and
differing views are part of the deci-
sion-making process.

Suraj Yadav, a wiper from Uttar
Pradesh, suffered fatal head
injuriesNineteen other Indian crew
members were evacuated by the
Royal NavySonowal said maritime
authorities were told to speed up
repatriation

Indian seafarer Wiper Suraj
Yadav from Uttar Pradesh died af-
ter sustaining head injuries when the
Antigua and Barbuda-flagged bulk
carrier MV Cape Dao came under
a missile attack off the east coast
of Oman, Union Minister for Ports,
Shipping and Waterways
Sarbananda Sonowal said.

Yadav was among 20 Indian
seafarers aboard the vessel. The
remaining 19 Indian crew members
were rescued and safely evacuated
by the Royal Navy of Oman and
are currently ashore, Sonowal said.

Entire nation stands with his family: Sarbananda Sonowal
after Indian seafarer dies in Oman vessel attack

Expressing condolences over
Yadav's death, Sonowal said the
country stood with his family in their
hour of grief.

“Entire nation stands with his
family in this hour of grief,”
Sonowal said in a post on X.

The minister said directions had
been issued to maritime authorities
to coordinate with Omani authori-
ties and the ship management com-

pany for the immediate and safe
repatriation of the surviving crew
members.

“Directions have been issued to
maritime authorities to coordinate
closely with Omani authorities and
the ship management company to
ensure the immediate and safe re-
patriation of our surviving crew,” he
said.

Sonowal also said the govern-

ment would ensure that Yadav's
mortal remains were brought back
to India with full dignity and that all
possible assistance was extended
to his family.

The Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) separately condemned the
attack on MV Cape Dao and ex-
pressed concern over continuing
attacks on commercial shipping in
the region.

“We condemn the attack on the
commercial vessel MV Cape Dao
earlier today off the east coast of
Oman,” the ministry said in a state-
ment.

The MEA confirmed that 19 of
the 20 Indian seafarers aboard the
vessel had been rescued, while one
Indian national had died.

The attack adds to growing se-
curity concerns for commercial
shipping operating through the re-
gion, with the safety of seafarers
remaining a key concern.

Jan Jan Vichar
New Delhi
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Vande Mataram
and the Freedom

of Conscience
The Supreme Court’s intervention in

the debate over compulsory singing of
Vande Mataram has brought an important
constitutional principle back into focus:
patriotism cannot be enforced by pun-
ishment. Vande Mataram occupies a re-
vered place in India’s freedom struggle
and remains the national song. Its his-
torical contribution to the national
movement deserves respect. At the same

time, respect for a national symbol does
not necessarily mean that every citizen
must express that respect in an identical
manner. The Supreme Court’s reference
to its 1986 judgment on the national an-
them is significant. In that case, the Court
recognised that a citizen could respect-
fully refrain from singing the anthem on
grounds of conscience without being sub-
jected to criminal action. The same con-
stitutional reasoning becomes relevant
when questions arise over religious belief,
freedom of expression and individual con-
science.

India’s strength lies in accommodating
differences rather than demanding unifor-
mity. Articles 19 and 25 of the Constitu-

tion protect freedom of expression and
freedom of conscience and religion, sub-
ject to constitutionally permitted re-
strictions. These freedoms are meaning-
ful only when they also protect unpopu-
lar or minority choices.National sym-
bols should unite citizens, not become
instruments for testing their patriotism.
A person who refuses to sing a song for
reasons of conscience need not be
treated as someone who rejects the na-
tion. The Supreme Court’s decision to
examine the legal protection available to
such citizens is therefore an important
reminder that constitutional patriotism
is built on liberty, dignity and equal citi-
zenship-not compulsion.

EDITORIAL

Why 100% Tariffs on India, China Unlikely
Jan Jan Vichar

Sunanda K. Datta-Ray
By so expeditiously signing the

Russia sanctions bill into law, US
President Donald Trump appears
to have paved the way for up to
100 per cent tariffs on countries
buying Russian oil and gas, put-
ting India and China under threat.
But that need not mean that a huge
hike in tariffs is imminent. We
know from experience that Mr
Trump’s bark is often worse than
his bite. Moreover, not for noth-
ing has diplomacy been called a
feminine art involving a great deal
of delicately suggestive moves and
contortionist footwork. This is
where the comparison/contrast
between a diplomat and a lady
comes in. As an old English say-
ing has it, if a diplomat says “yes”,
he means “maybe”, if he says
“maybe” he means “no”, and if he
says “no” he's no diplomat. If a
lady says “no” she means “per-
haps”, when she says “perhaps”
she means “no”, and if she says
“yes”, she is NO LADY!  Or to
be candid, can people who ride
roughshod over their own high-
falutin’ rules when it comes to mak-
ing a fast buck (as the American
slang has it) be called gentlemen?
The United States’ imports from
Russia were valued at $4.05 bil-
lion during 2025, according to the
United Nations COMTRADE da-
tabase on international trade. Such
heavy purchases deprive Mr
Trump of the moral right to point
any kind of accusing finger at any-
one else who tries to follow the
same path.

The “Lindsey O Graham Sanc-
tioning Russia and Iran Act of
2026”, as the new US measure

named after the late Senator
Lindsey Graham - one of
Ukraine’s staunchest defenders in
Washington who died in July this
year shortly after returning from a
trip to Kyiv - is no exception. But
although Mr Trump’s nod came
only two days after the Republi-
can-led House of Representatives
passed the sweeping sanctions bill
by a vote of 262-159 following no
less than 17 months of discussions
on Capitol Hill, even that may not
signal immediate and dire follow-
up action.

For one thing, even after Mr
Trump’s signature, the bill doesn’t
automatically target India even if
we are the second biggest buyer
of Russian oil and gas. Secondly,
even if it did, 100 per cent is the
upper limit of the punitive tariff that
can be imposed, it is not the new
default tariff. The intention of the
US legislation is to reduce the fi-
nancial resources sustaining
Russia’s war against Ukraine. It
targets Russian officials, banks,
energy interests, and foreign enti-
ties supporting Moscow’s military
operations. The law authorises Mr
Trump to impose tariffs on coun-
tries doing business with Russia in
order to cut their dependence on
Russian oil and gas.

According to the US House
Ways and Means Committee, the
legislation directs tariffs of up to
500 per cent on Russian goods. It
also provides for duties of up to
100 per cent on goods from coun-
tries covered by its Russian oil and
gas purchase provisions - which
cover major Russian energy im-
porters and leading facilitators of
oil sanctions evasion. Additionally,
the bill includes sanctions against
the Russian President, Vladimir

Putin, personally, as well as against
other senior figures in the Kremlin
regime. Undeniably, India faces a
new tariff threat now that Mr
Trump has signed the Russia sanc-
tions bill into law. An amendment
introduced by Democratic Con-
gressman Steny Hoyer had called
for explicitly naming 10 nations-
starting with India, but including
China, the UAE, Turkey,
Singapore, Azerbaijan,
Kazakhstan, Hungary, Kyrgyzstan
and Slovakia - to be eligible for
tariffs of up to 100 per cent under
the bill's secondary tariff provi-
sions. However, the amendment
does not itself impose a 100 per
cent duty on India. The tariffs
could be imposed on India only if
Trump chooses to exercise his
power under the new law. If he
does do so and levies the 100 per
cent tariff on India, it would be on
top of a 10 per cent tariff that the
US currently imposes on imports
from New Delhi as a penalty for
allegedly not doing enough to stop
the import of goods made using
forced labour. However, the ex-
act impact of new tariffs on Indian
exports can be assessed only af-
ter the US announces the tariff
rates. Despite all that we are told
at home by various levels of offi-
cial and semi-official spokesmen
about how hunky-dory relations
are between those best of global
chums, Narendra Modi and
Vladimir Putin, ties between India
and the US were strained last year
when Mr Trump imposed an ad-
ditional 25 per cent tariff on In-
dian imports of Russian crude, on
top of a 25 per cent reciprocal
tariff. But better sense prevailed
in the Kremlin and the damaging
impact wasn’t long-lived. The ad-

ditional tariffs were removed in
February 2026, while the recip-
rocal tariff was reduced to 18 per
cent as part of a slightly more re-
laxed US-India trade framework.
Perhaps this was in recognition of
the fact that India had made it
abundantly clear when the US
Congress passed the Russia sanc-
tions bill that it is determined to
take all necessary measures to
protect its trade and economic in-
terests. “As stated on several ear-
lier occasions, India remains firmly
committed to ensuring energy se-
curity for its 1.4 billion people. It
will continue to do so through di-
versified sourcing and based on
evolving market dynamics,” de-
clared an external affairs ministry
statement. According to the exter-
nal affairs ministry, the issue of
India’s oil trade with Russia has
been discussed at high levels in
recent months with various US in-
terlocutors. “Its potential implica-
tions for not just the bilateral rela-
tionship but also the international
energy market has been very
clearly articulated by the Indian
side,” the ministry said. While
most Republican lawmakers sup-
ported the legislation, privately,
many urged party leaders to take
out new tariff powers from the bill,
reported CNN.

According to media reports,
they warned that the tariffs could
further hike prices. That is also
something for Mr Trump to bear
in mind. But the guessing seems
to be that he is possibly looking
for some advantage in the long-
protracted negotiations over a bi-
lateral India-US trade agreement.
Some form of transactional ad-
vantage also often passes for di-
plomacy
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 The union's initial years were
not easy, particularly when it came
to finances. On March 27, 1953,
the university’s Executive Commit-
tee considered a request from the
University Students’ Union for fi-
nancial assistance.

The university noted that Rs 500
had already been given to the union
during that year and said it should
work towards becoming financially
self-sufficient. A year later, the fi-
nancial gap had become more vis-
ible. Records from March 14,
1954, showed that the union had
spent Rs 1,995 against an income
of Rs 815. The same records noted
that DUSU had received a consti-
tution and had conducted elections
for the first time.

A caretaker committee was
proposed to manage its affairs un-
til the following academic year,
while additional spending was to be
restricted. A grant of up to Rs 1,100
was also proposed to cover ex-
penses that had already been in-
curred, subject to approval of the
bills.

A new constitutional structure in
1973 DUSU's organisational struc-
ture came under fresh consideration
nearly two decades later. On Au-
gust 2, 1973, the Executive Coun-
cil considered scrapping the exist-
ing constitution and introducing an
interim constitution for the union.
The new framework brought in fi-
nancial controls.

Initially, spending above Rs 100
required approval from the union's
Executive Committee. It also de-
fined the administrative roles within
DUSU. The Delhi University vice-
chancellor was designated as the

From Rs 150 in 1947 to powerful student
body: The story of DUSU’s rise

Jan Jan Vichar
New Delhi

union's patron, while a staff adviser
and treasurer were to be appointed
from the university's teaching fac-
ulty and by the patron.

The constitution provided for
four elected office-bearers: presi-
dent, vice-president, secretary and
assistant secretary. These positions
were to be directly elected by
DUSU members. What are the key
posts in DUSU? The four central
positions in the DUSU election are
president, vice-president, secretary
and joint secretary. The president
serves as the union's main repre-
sentative, while the vice-president
performs the president's duties in
their absence. The secretary
handles the union's administrative
work, while the joint secretary has
responsibilities related to commu-
nication, events and student griev-
ances under the current structure.

The current DUSU constitution
also places the vice-chancellor of
Delhi University in the role of pa-
tron and sets out the union's ob-
jectives, including representing stu-
dents before university authorities
and promoting student welfare.
How much does DUSU member-
ship cost?

The subscription fee for DUSU
remained relatively low for de-

cades. Students paid Rs 5 until the
2012-13 academic year. The fee
was increased to Rs 20 in 2013-
14 and was later raised to Rs 40
on June 21, 2024, according to
university officials cited in reports.
DUSU elections become a major
campus event Over the decades,
DUSU elections developed into a
major event in Delhi University's
political and campus life.

The union's elections have tra-
ditionally involved student groups
with links to larger political
organisations, including the ABVP
and NSUI, as well as Left-backed
student groups and independent
candidates. The 2026 election was
contested for the four central posts,
with ABVP, NSUI and the AISA-
SFI alliance among the major
groups in the contest. Voting took
place on September 18, while
counting began at 8 am on Sep-
tember 19 at the Multipurpose Hall
of the University Sports Stadium in
North Campus.

The election recorded a voter
turnout of 40.46%. What issues
dominated the 2026 DUSU elec-
tion? Student safety, affordable ac-
commodation and campus facilities
were among the major issues raised
during the 2026 campaign. The

collapse of a five-storey building
housing a boys' PG in south Delhi's
Satya Niketan, which killed seven
people, including students, also
brought student accommodation
and safety into sharper focus. Can-
didates and student groups also
raised issues related to transport,
campus infrastructure and security.

Who contested the 2026
DUSU election?

ABVP fielded Yash Dabas for
president, Ishu Maurya for vice-
president, Riya Chhawadi for sec-
retary and Lakshya Raj Singh for
joint secretary. NSUI nominated
Vijay Shankar Meena for president,
Vir Chatrath for vice-president,
Namrata Chaudhary for secretary
and Gopal Choudhary for joint sec-
retary.

The AISA-SFI alliance fielded
Ananya Raturi for president,
Akshat Shikhar for vice-president,
Stanzin Deskyong for secretary
and B Parijaat for joint secretary.
As counting progressed on Sep-
tember 19, the four races saw
changing leads, reflecting a closely
watched contest. From a Rs 150
proposal to a nationally watched
election DUSU's journey reflects
how student representation at Delhi
University has changed over nearly
eight decades.

What started in 1947 with a
proposal for a student union and a
possible Rs 150 grant gradually
developed into a structured elected
body with multiple office-bearers,
a formal constitution and represen-
tation across the university. Today,
DUSU elections attract attention
well beyond the university campus,
with student organisations using the
contest to raise issues concerning
education, safety, accommodation
and student rights.

New Delhi: Students appear-
ing for the Central Board of Sec-
ondary Education (CBSE) Class
10 and Class 12 board examina-
tions in 2027 are awaiting the re-
lease of the official date sheet. As
of now, CBSE has not an-
nounced the timetable or con-
firmed the date on which the sub-
ject-wise schedule will be re-

CBSE : Class 10, 12 Students Await Exam Schedule
leased. The official date sheet is ex-
pected to be published on the
CBSE website, cbse.gov.in, once
it is finalised. The release pattern
of previous years suggests that the
CBSE Class 10 and 12 date sheet
for 2027 could be announced in the
latter part of 2026. However, stu-
dents should note that this is an ex-
pectation based on earlier sched-

ules and not an officially confirmed
release date.

For the 2026 board examina-
tions, the final date sheet was re-
portedly issued on October 30,
2025, following a tentative sched-
ule released on September 24,
2025. For the 2025 examinations,
the timetable was released on No-
vember 20, 2024, while the 2024

schedule was announced on De-
cember 12, 2023. The 2027
CBSE board examinations are
expected to follow the traditional
academic calendar, with exami-
nations likely to be conducted
during February and March
2027. The exact dates, however,
will only be known after CBSE
publishes the official timetable.
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Some films arrive with
hundreds of crores behind
them. Hanuman Ansh ar-
rived with an estimated bud-
get of just  Rs 2 crore-and
refused to leave. In an in-
dustry where expensive
productions, established
stars and massive promo-
tional campaigns often
dominate the box-office
conversation, this modestly
made film has quietly pro-
duced one of the year's
most striking theatrical sto-
ries.

Directed by Vishal
Chaturvedi and starring
Shobhinav Satya in the
lead, Hanuman Ansh has
completed 47 days in cin-
emas. According to the fig-
ures cited in the report pro-
vided, the film has accumu-
lated around Rs 279.07
crore in reported net box-
office collections, while its
reported gross collection
has reached approximately
Rs 329.54 crore.

The contrast is what
makes the numbers re-
markable: a film reportedly
made for around  Rs 2
crore has generated a re-
ported net collection that is
many times its production
budget. But the film's big-
gest achievement may not
be the number itself. It is the
fact that it managed to sur-
vive long enough to reach
this stage.

From Slow Starter to
Long-Running Release

The film's subject may

Hanuman Ansh: Refused to
Leave the Box Office

have played an important
role in creating this sus-
tained interest. Hanuman
Ansh is based on the life of
Neem Karoli Baba, giving
the film a spiritual and de-
votional dimension. Rather
than relying entirely on the
conventional ingredients of
a big commercial release,
the film appears to have
connected with an audience
interested in its subject. Its
journey also illustrates the
importance of audience re-
sponse after the opening
weekend. A film may begin
quietly but can continue to
grow if viewers recom-

mend it to others and main-
tain interest over several
weeks. That appears to
have been the case with
Hanuman Ansh, according
to the figures cited in the
report.

When Bigger Films
Could Not Push It Aside

The film's endurance
becomes even more no-
table when viewed against
the competition it faced.
During its run, several new
and larger films entered the-
atres. Yet Hanuman Ansh
continued to retain audi-
ence attention instead of
disappearing after the ar-

rival of fresh releases. That
is unusual in a theatrical
market where screen space
is constantly contested and
new releases can quickly
replace older films. The
film's ability to remain in the
conversation for more than
six weeks therefore be-
comes a story in itself.

The film now stands at

the doorstep of another
major box-office landmark.
At a reported Rs 279.07
crore net, Hanuman Ansh
is around Rs 21 crore
away from Rs 300 crore.
If its pace remains strong
enough, the film could po-
tentially reach the milestone
during its current theatrical
run.

Jan Jan Vichar
New Delhi

The Film Was Almost
Out of the Race

The early days of Hanuman Ansh gave little indi-
cation of what was to come. The film reportedly had
a sluggish first two weeks. With bigger releases wait-
ing to arrive, its theatrical run appeared vulnerable.
In normal circumstances, a low-budget film struggling
in its opening phase can quickly lose screens and au-
dience attention. Yet Hanuman Ansh did something
unexpected. Instead of disappearing from theatres, the
film began finding an audience. Its momentum report-
edly improved from the third week, changing the tra-
jectory of its theatrical run. That turnaround is now
one of the most interesting parts of the film's story.

47th Day: The Numbers
Still Refuse to Slow Down

The film's 47th day is particularly significant. Ac-
cording to the supplied figures, Hanuman Ansh col-
lected approximately  Rs. 3.04 crore on its 47th day,
taking its cumulative reported net collection to Rs
279.07 crore. Its reported gross collection has already
crossed the Rs 329-crore mark. For a film that started
with an estimated Rs 2-crore production budget, the
scale of this reported theatrical performance is extraor-
dinary. The next major target is now clearly visible:
Rs. 300 crore in net collections. The film needs roughly
another Rs 21 crore to reach that figure. Whether it
achieves the milestone will depend on how its collec-
tions behave in the coming days, but its 47-day run
has already given it an unusually long theatrical life.

The Hanuman Ansh story also raises a
broader question about the changing na-
ture of the theatrical business. For years,
box-office expectations have often been
associated with production scale, star
power and marketing budgets. Those fac-
tors remain important, but films occasion-
ally demonstrate that audience connection

can take an unexpected route. A smaller
film with a relatively unfamiliar cast can find
space if its subject resonates with viewers.
In the case of Hanuman Ansh, its spiritual
theme, connection with Neem Karoli Baba
and reported word-of-mouth response
appear to have helped it remain relevant
far beyond its initial theatrical window.

The Power of a Film Finding Its Audience


