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Jan Jan Vichar
....25New Delhi

A fresh political controversy has
erupted in West Bengal after the
Election Commission of India is-
sued an interim order freezing the
use of the All India Trinamool Con-
gress name and its traditional ‘Jora
Phool’ (twin flowers) symbol in the
upcoming Assembly bypolls. The
decision comes amid a dispute be-
tween rival factions claiming the
party’s identity and electoral sym-
bol.

The Commission has directed
the rival factions to submit alterna-
tive names and symbols for the
bypolls. The order is interim in na-
ture and does not amount to a final
determination of which faction has
the legitimate claim over the party’s
original identity and symbol.

Reacting sharply to the devel-
opment, Congress leader and
Leader of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi accused the
BJP and the Election Commission
of working together to weaken
political parties. In a post on X,
Gandhi said the issue was not
merely a fight concerning Mamata
Banerjee but involved every politi-
cal party and voter who wants free
and fair elections.

Gandhi described the develop-
ment using the phrase “vote theft,
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TMC Name and Symbol Frozen

‘Vote Theft, Government Theft, Now Party Theft’

Rahul Gandhi
Raises Alarm
Over Election

Commission
Order

government theft, now party theft”
and alleged that a similar pattern had
emerged in earlier disputes involv-
ing the Shiv Sena and the Nation-
alist Congress Party. These are po-
litical allegations made by Gandhi
and have not been established as
findings against the Election Com-
mission or BJP.

‘Why the TMC Symbol Matters

For decades, the twin-flower
symbol has been closely associated
with the Trinamool Congress and
Mamata Banerjee's political iden-
tity in West Bengal. The
Commission's interim order means
that neither of the rival factions can
use the original party name and re-
served symbol in the affected
bypolls while the dispute remains
unresolved.

The immediate issue is therefore
not simply a dispute over a sym-
bol. It raises questions about how
election symbols and party identi-

ties should be handled when com-
peting groups claim to represent the
same political organisation.

The Trinamool Congress has re-
portedly submitted alternative
names and symbols to the Election
Commission, doing so under what
it described as its strongest protest.
A Test of Political Identity and

Electoral Clarity

The development has added
another layer to the political con-
test in West Bengal. For voters, an
election symbol is often a crucial
means of identifying a political party
on the ballot. The Commission's
interim arrangement is aimed at
avoiding confusion during the
bypolls while the competing claims
are considered.

@-

The controversy also places the
spotlight on the larger question of
the Election Commission's role in
resolving disputes over party names
and symbols. Gandhi and other
opposition leaders have questioned
the Commission's handling of the
matter, while the legal and electoral
process will ultimately determine
how the dispute over the TMC's
identity is resolved.

For now, the ‘Jora Phool” sym-
bol remains frozen for the upcom-
ing bypoll process, while both fac-
tions face the task of contesting
under alternative names and sym-
bols. The larger battle over who can
legitimately claim the Trinamool
Congress identity, however, re-
mains unresolved.

PM Modi’s Gifts Worth Millions Put Up for
E-Auction; 1,498 Memorablha Items on Offer

Jan Jan Vichar
...25New Delhi
More than 1,400 memo-
rable gifts and mementoes
received by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi are up for
auction as part of the eighth
edition of the PM Memen-
tos e-auction. The auction
began on Thursday, Sep-
tember 17, marking the
Prime Minister’s 76th birth-
day, and will remain open
until October 31, coinciding
with Gandhi Jayanti.
Among the most valu-
able items on offer are a sil-
ver idol of Lord Ram from

Karnataka, carrying a base
price of Rs 13.5 lakh, a sil-
ver replica of the Kakatiya

Kala Thoranam, or
Warangal Gate, priced at
Rs. 9 lakh, and a ‘Tree of
Life’ Gond painting, with a

base price of Rs 7.5 lakh.
According to the Minis-
try of Culture, a total of
1,498 mementoes have
been listed in this edition, in-
cluding 50 specially identi-
fied items representing some

of the most distinctive pieces
in the collection. The cata-
logue includes traditional
handicrafts, sculptures,
paintings, sports memora-
bilia and other works re-
flecting India’s cultural diver-
sity. Members of the public
can participate in the online
auction by registering
through the official PM Me-
mentos portal. The collec-
tion can also be viewed at
the National Gallery of
Modern Art in New Delhi.
The proceeds from the auc-
tion will be donated to the
‘Namami Gange’
programme, which focuses

on the conservation and re-
juvenation of the Ganga.
According to Culture and
Tourism Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat, the pre-
vious seven editions saw
7,441 items auctioned, gen-
erating around Rs 52 crore.
The funds were dedicated to
theNamami Gange initiative.
The auction has once again
turned gifts presented to the
Prime Minister into a public
fundraising initiative, while
also giving collectors and
members of the public an
opportunity to acquire items
associated with India’s po-
litical and cultural life.
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Northeast Can Become a New
Engine of India’s Growth: Himanta

Jan Jan Vichar
...25New Delhi

Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma has
called for greater business
attention to Northeast In-
dia, highlighting the region’s
potential to make a signifi-
cant contribution to the
country’s broader eco-
nomic growth.

Speaking at the ICC
Global Business Summit
2026, Sarma described the
gathering as an important
platform for presenting the
Northeast’s development
possibilities to a wider busi-
ness and investment audi-
ence. He stressed that the
region should be viewed not
merely as a geographically
distinct part of India, but as
an important contributor to
the country’s future growth
trajectory.

Sarma said the devel-
opment of the Northeast

could provide a substantial
boost to India’s overall eco-
nomic progress. He also
invited businesses and en-
trepreneurs to explore op-
portunities in the region, sig-
nalling the need for wider
private-sector engagement
with the northeastern states.

The Chief Minister un-
derlined the importance of
continued national attention
towards the Northeast and
referred to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s focus on
the region. According to
Sarma, platforms such as

the ICC summit provide an
opportunity to bring the
Northeast’s economic po-
tential into the national
business conversation.
The region possesses
significant opportunities
across sectors, including in-
frastructure, tourism, agri-
culture, connectivity, natu-
ral resources, manufactur-
ing and entrepreneurship.
Greater investment and
stronger business networks
could, in turn, create em-
ployment and expand eco-
nomic activity across the

Assam Chief Minister pitches the
region’s vast development potential
at ICC Global Business Summit
2026, urges businesses to explore
opportunities across the Northeast

northeastern states.

Sarma’s remarks come
ata time when connectivity
and infrastructure develop-
ment have increasingly be-
come central to discussions
on the Northeast’s eco-
nomic future. Improved
links with the rest of India
and neighbouring countries
are also being viewed as
important for expanding
markets and trade oppor-
tunities.

For Assam, which
serves as a major gateway
to the Northeast, greater
business participation could
have wider regional impli-
cations.

The Chief Minister’s
message at the summit
was therefore aimed at
taking the Northeast’s
economic story beyond
the region and placing its
opportunities before a
much larger business
community.

The ICC Global Busi-
ness Summit thus became
a platform for Assam to
make a clear pitch: the
Northeast’s development
is closely linked with
India’s larger growth am-
bitions, and the region
needs greater business
engagement to realise that
potential.

Better India-China Ties Could Open New
Doors for Arunachal Pradesh : Pema Khandu

Jan Jan Vichar maintaining peace
and tranquillity
MI along the border.
Arunachal Pradesh Chief The BRICS
Minister Pema Khandu has New Delhi Decla-
welcomed the recent emphasis on ~ ration also reaf-
improving cooperation between firmed the partici-
India and China, saying better pating countries’
bilateral relations could have commitment to
significant implications for the cooperation,
development of the border state. ~ connectivity and
Khandu pointed to Arunachal ~ mutually beneficial
Pradesh’s more than 1,200-km development.
border with China, saying the For Arunachal
state could particularly benefit Pradesh, improved
from greater cooperation in areas ~ regional connectiv-
such as connectivity, trade and ity and greater

people-to-people exchanges.
His remarks follow the
meeting between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chinese
President Xi Jinping on the
sidelines of the BRICS Summit
in New Delhi on September 12.
The two leaders discussed
improving bilateral relations,
expanding economic and
people-to-people ties, and

economic engage-
ment could carry particular
significance because of its
strategic location and proximity
to international borders. Better
relations between India and
China could potentially create
space for expanded economic
and cultural exchanges, subject
to the broader diplomatic
framework between the two

countries.

However, the prospects for
closer cooperation remain linked
to the longstanding boundary
issue. India and China continue
to have unresolved differences
over their border, and New
Delhi has consistently maintained
that peace and tranquillity in
border areas are essential for the

continued development of
bilateral relations.

There have also been signs of
renewed military-level engage-
ment. According to the Ministry
of External Affairs, senior
military commander-level flag
meetings in the eastern sector
have resumed, including a
meeting at Wacha in Arunachal
Pradesh on September 6.

Khandu’s remarks therefore
come against a backdrop of
cautious diplomatic engagement.
While the state could stand to
gain from improved connectivity,
trade and cross-border people-
to-people ties, the larger India-
China relationship continues to
depend on progress in maintain-
ing peace along the border. For
Arunachal Pradesh, the emerging
message is clear: better bilateral
relations could create new
development opportunities, but
lasting peace and stability remain
a key condition for turning those
possibilities into reality.
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India Signals Strong Support for
Nepal’s Flood Reconstruction

Jan Jan Vichar
....25New Delhi

India has indicated that
it will continue to support
Nepal’s recovery and re-
construction efforts follow-
ing the devastating
Bhotekoshi floods, with Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman telling her
Nepali  counterpart
Swarnim Wagle that India
would assess Nepal’s
needs before deciding the
extent of its assistance.

Wagle, on his first for-
eign visit as Nepal’s finance
minister, met Sitharaman in
New Delhi on Thursday
and sought Indian support
for rebuilding infrastructure
damaged by last month’s
floods. According to offi-
cials present at the meeting,
Wagle requested a recon-
struction grant but did not
specify a particular amount.
Sitharaman responded
positively, saying a decision
would be taken after Nepal
completes its Post-Disaster
Needs Assessment.

The scale of the recon-
struction challenge is sub-
stantial. A rapid assessment
by Nepalese authorities has
estimated recovery and re-
construction requirements
at around Rs 723.31 bil-
lion, with infrastructure ac-
counting for roughly three-
fourths of the estimated bill.
Roads, hydropower facili-
ties, homes and essential

services were among the

areas badly affected.
The discussions be-
tween Wagle and

Sitharaman went beyond
immediate disaster assis-
tance. The two sides dis-
cussed strengthening eco-
nomic ties, improving con-
nectivity, expanding
trade and investment, and
increasing people-to-
people exchanges. Energy
cooperation and the use of
Indian lines of credit were
also part of the broader
economic discussions.
A Relationship
Tested by Crisis
India’s support comes
against the backdrop of a
long history of assistance to

Nepal during major crises.
Following the 2015 earth-
quake, India pledged $1
billion for reconstruction,
comprising grants and
concessional loans. Nepal
is now also discussing how
to make use of portions of
earlier credit commitments,
including potentially redi-
recting them towards the
energy sector.

Wagle has said Nepal is
not currently seeking a fixed
amount from India. Instead,
Kathmandu is looking for
support comparable to the
assistance it received after
the 2015 earthquake, par-
ticularly as the country re-
assesses its reconstruction
priorities following the

Bhotekoshi disaster.

The latest talks there-
fore carry significance be-
yond relief and recon-
struction. For India, sup-
port for Nepal’s recovery
also intersects with a
broader economic part-
nership involving trade, in-
vestment, energy and
cross-border connectivity.

The two governments
have indicated that stronger
connectivity and economic
cooperation can deepen
commercial ties and
people-to-people ex-
changes. Wagle’s visit also
includes meetings with In-
dian policymakers and
business leaders, where
Nepal is expected to seek

greater investment and dis-
cuss measures aimed at fa-
cilitating business activity.
From Disaster Relief to
Long-Term Recovery

The immediate priority,
however, remains rebuild-
ing communities and infra-
structure damaged by the
floods. Nepal’s govern-
ment is conducting a de-
tailed assessment to deter-
mine the resources required
before approaching inter-
national partners for addi-
tional support.

For India and Nepal, the
reconstruction effort could
become another test of
their longstanding bilateral
relationship. New Delhi has
already provided relief sup-
plies and technical assis-
tance during rescue and re-
lief operations, while
Kathmandu has acknowl-
edged that support.

The message emerging
from the New Delhi talks is
therefore one of continued
partnership, but with assis-
tance tied to a clearer as-
sessment of Nepal’s needs.

AsNepal begins the dif-
ficult task of rebuilding af-
ter the floods, India’s re-
sponse could become an
important component of
that recovery-while the
wider discussions on trade,
energy, connectivity and in-
vestment point towards a
broader effort to strengthen
the two neighbours’ eco-
nomic relationship.

Late Wish, Quick Reply: Tarique Rahman Reaches Out
to Modi as Indla-Bangladesh Ties Enter New Phase

New Delhi: Bangladesh Prime
Minister Tarique Rahman extended
birthday greetings to Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on Thursday,
wishing him good health and con-
tinued strength in serving the people
of India. Rahman’s message came
late in the evening, while Modi re-
sponded shortly afterwards, thank-
ing the Bangladeshi leader and say-
ing he “deeply appreciate[d]” his

kind words.

The brief exchange comes as

India-Bangladesh relations enter a
new phase following the political
changes in Dhaka. Both sides have
indicated the importance of main-
taining communication, although
several issues-including trade, bor-
der management, water sharing and
the presence of former Bangladesh
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in
India-remain part of the wider bi-
lateral agenda.”

Rahman’s government has
shown interest in engaging with

New Delhi, while India has also
kept diplomatic channels open. The
two countries share close geo-
graphical, economic and people-
to-people links, making stable re-
lations important for both sides.
The birthday messages do not
by themselves signal a policy
change, but they underline the con-
tinuing channel of communication
between the two governments as
New Delhi and Dhaka navigate a
changing diplomatic landscape.
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EDITORIAL

Finding Zubeen
One Year On

A year after Zubeen Garg’s death,
Assam continues to remember him
through songs, photographs, perfor-
mances and personal memories. Yet the
more difficult question remains: have we
really understood the man behind the
legend?

Zubeen was never a simple personal-
ity. He was an artist of immense creativ-
ity, but also a human being marked by
contradictions, vulnerabilities, freedom
and restlessness. In remembering him,

there is a danger of turning a complex in-
dividual into a flawless symbol. That may
preserve an image, but it can obscure the
person.

Two conversations discussed in the
original essay—one with Rita Choudhury
and another with musician Utpal Sarma-
offer different windows into Zubeen’s
world. One helps us understand his life and
experiences; the other offers glimpses
into the creative environment that shaped
his music. Neither needs to be treated as
the final explanation of who he was.

Perhaps the most important lesson is
that understanding another human being
requires humility. We often convert meta-
phors into conclusions, contradictions

into labels and memories into convenient
narratives. But an artist’s mind cannot
always be reduced to biography.

Zubeen’s enduring legacy should
therefore not be confined to memorials
or nostalgia. It should live through new
musicians, experimentation, opportuni-
ties for young artists and the continuing
evolution of Assamese music.

One year on, perhaps the best tribute
is not to complete the story of Zubeen
Garg, but to keep listening. The captain,
the sea and the distant lighthouse can
remain symbols without demanding an
immediate explanation. Sometimes, re-
specting another mind begins with ac-
cepting that we may never fully know it.

A Seasoned Modi’s Brics Balancing Act

Jan Jan Vichar
....25 Parsa Venkateshwar Rao J1

The 18th Brics Summit held in
New Delhi with India in the chair
has been the most un-Modi-like in-
ternational conference of the last 12
years. It served as a contrast to the
G-20 Summit that India and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi hosted in
September 2023. This summit did
not reverberate with the empty
rhetoric  of  “vasudhaiva
kutumbakam” that has been the sig-
nature of Mr Modi. The Prime
Minister’s speech at the Summit
was sober in tone, and matter of
fact. It carried substantial sugges-
tions, including that of creating a per-
manent implementation structure
because the presidency rotates an-
nually, and decisions taken in one
summit need to be carried forward.
The pyramid simile was effective
where he compared the Global
South placed at the base of the
pyramid and the decision-makers
with power and pelf at the top, and
how the structure needs to be modi-
fied. There was no hint that the py-
ramidal structure needs to be re-
placed. The diplomatese is impres-
sive.

There was also not much fanfare
surrounding the summit even as the
leaders of the many countries flew
into the Indian capital. Life went on,
witha few traffic diversions, as usual.
There were the customary hoard-
ings announcing the summit and a
few featuring the Prime Minister. But
it was not in-your-face stuff. Twelve
years in power seems to have mel-
lowed the PM and the government.
The Rameswaram temple corridor
which served as the background at
the entrance where Mr Modi wel-
comed the guests remained an in-

conspicuous backdrop. There was
no effort to flaunt India’s cultural
riches. Trump’s Ukraine gambit to
make Europe the real loser Discover
more Compare E-Readers Stream
History Documentaries Send
Money Overseas Psychologists of

in Gaza, and also support for South
Africa’s move against Israel in the
International Criminal Court. It must
have been a bitter pill to swallow
for Mr Modi and the pro-Israel
lobby in the government, but it must
have been felt that in a large group-

Psychologists of power will have much work
to do explaining the change in the Modi style,
which leaned a little too much on vulgar pomp.

power will have much work to do
explaining the change in the Modi
style, which leaned a little too much
on vulgar pomp. It never reached
the heights of grandeur. Political ana-
lysts might suggest that the Gen Z
rebellion has been a pushback to the
overconfidence and swagger of the
Prime Minister and his aides, and
he is not riding his hobbyhorse of
India, the vishwaguru. Perhaps the
most relevant factor about the Brics
Summit this time round is that the
war in West Asia has turned pretty
grim on both the battlefront as well
as the economic front. Iran, Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab Emir-
ates, who are on opposite sides of
the conflict, were present at the sum-
mit, and what was needed was a
balancing act. Mr Modi had
reached out to Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian with respect
and friendliness. Though the Indian
media juxtaposed Mr Modi’s greet-
ings to his friend and Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on
the occasion of the Jewish New
Year with its coverage of the sum-
mit, it did not in any way cast a
shadow on the Modi-Pezeshkian
meeting.

Mr Modi and India showed dip-
lomatic restraint in including the con-
demnation of Israel over the violence

ing like that of Brics, there is need
to accommodate views and posi-
tions that India does not like. The
omission of the Russia-Ukraine war
is a clear signal that Brics, including
India, consider the Russia-Ukraine
as a European war. The situation in
West Asia is something that impacts
most members of Brics, including
Russia because of Moscow’s ties
with Tehran.

‘Winning strategies India and Mr
Modi had to do a difficult balanc-
ing act because the presence of ri-
vals at the summit was quite promi-
nent. Apart from Iran, Saudi Arabia
and the UAE, Egypt and Ethiopia
were not on the same page either.
China was in many ways the Big
Brother in the room with its gar-
gantuan economy but it was held
in its place. The Modi-Xi Jinping
bilateral did not overshadow the
summit unlike the case with the In-
dia-Pakistan bilateral at the Saarc
summit in Islamabad in 2004. Even
the mention of the Pahalgam terror
attack in the joint declaration did
not overshadow it in the Indian
media. It was a skillful conducting
of the Brics orchestra this time.
There were different notes from the
different corners, and they all had
to be fitted in if not integrated. Mr
Modi and India handled the chal-

lenge successfully. To do so, India
had to be less dominant and also
predominant. Given Mr Modi’s
penchant for the personalised di-
plomacy, it was against the grain for
him to maintain a relatively subdued
profile. Mr Modi was quieter, dig-
nified, yet quite firm and articulate
about the agenda. The agenda was
not about India, but the role India
is to play in Brics by showing the
way. The focus was on Brics, and
the Prime Minister pulled it off. He
played the quiet host and not the
role of the prominent man in the
room. So much so, that the Chi-
nese President Xi recalled his first
visit to India when Mr Modi took
him to his hometown, Ahmedabad,
which had coincided with his birth-
day. Of course, Mr Xi is a shrewd
leader and he does not let praise
escape his lips lightly. He knows
that China would need to keep In-
diahumoured on the trade front de-
spite the fact of its overwhelming
trade surplus with India. The Indian
media did not go overboard with
Mr Xi’s praise for Mr Modi. Ev-
eryone exercised restraint. The
point has become clear that the
world is going through a troubled
time on many fronts. Peace and
trade had to pushed with eyes on
the ground. Mr Modi talked about
the free sea lanes by giving ita nice
human touch when he said that
there should be a system of re-
sponding to sailors in distress and
the concerned national maritime
authorities should shoulder the re-
sponsibility. It was a nice diplomatic
googly. This is evidenced that Mr
Modi has become a seasoned in-
ternational leader who can handle
himself with ease if Mr Pezeshkian
and Mr Netanyahu were to be in
the same room.
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From College Projects to Freelancing

Al Is Helping Gen Z

For today's Gen Z, artificial in-
telligence is rapidly moving from
being a futuristic technology to be-
coming an everyday career and
learning tool. From preparing col-
lege projects and analysing docu-
ments to creating content, writing
code and conducting research,
young people are increasingly us-
ing Al to work faster and explore
new opportunities.

Just as earlier generations em-
braced computers, the internet and
smartphones to build new skills,
today's students and young profes-
sionals are turning to Al to keep
pace with a rapidly changing job
market.

Al as a Study Partner

Al tools can help students
organise information, understand
difficult concepts, generate ideas
and analyse lengthy documents.
Tools such as ChatGPT, Perplex-
ity and Claude are also being used
for research, brainstorming, coding
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and content creation.

But the real advantage comes
when students use Al as a learning
assistant rather than simply copy-
ing its answers. Verifying informa-
tion, understanding the reasoning
behind an answer and developing
one's own ideas remain essential.

From Skills to
Freelance Income

The growth of the gig economy

has created another opportunity.

Young freelancers can use Al-as-
sisted workflows for services such
as content writing, research, pre-
sentation development, coding,
data analysis, documentation and
digital marketing. Al can reduce the
time required for repetitive tasks,
allowing freelancers to concentrate
more on problem-solving, creativ-
ity and client requirements. For
example, a freelancer can use Al
to analyse a large document, iden-

tify key information and prepare an
initial draft before adding human
judgment and expertise.

The result is not simply faster
work-it can allow an individual with
the right skills to offer services that
previously required a larger team.

The New Career Skill

Knowing How to Use Al

Al itself is not a substitute for
professional expertise. The grow-
ing advantage lies in knowing how
to ask the right questions, verify
results, improve Al-generated out-
put and combine technology with
human creativity.

For Gen Z, this means that
learning Al tools could become as
important as learning conventional
software skills. Students who un-
derstand both their chosen profes-
sion and the technology support-
ing it can potentially build stronger
portfolios and explore new forms
of freelance work.

SSC CPO 2026: Don’t Chase the
Cut-Off, Aim for a High Score

For thousands of aspirants preparing for the
SSC CPO 2026 examination, clearing the cut-
off should not be the ultimate goal. Candidates
aiming for Delhi Police and Central Armed Po-
lice Forces (CAPFs) Sub-Inspector posts
need to think beyond the minimum qualifying
marks and build a preparation strategy focused
on achieving a high score.

A common mistake among aspirants is to
concentrate almost entirely on Paper-1 and as-
sume that a strong performance there guaran-
tees final selection. However, the recruitment
process also places significant emphasis on Pa-
per-1I and subsequent stages, including medi-
cal fitness. Experts therefore advise candidates
to target a score comfortably above the ex-
pected cut-off rather than preparing merely to
cross the qualifying line.

Begin With Previous-Year Papers

Instead of starting preparation simply by
reading the syllabus, candidates should first
analyse previous-year question papers. This
helps them understand the examination pattern,
difficulty level, frequently tested topics and the
manner in which familiar concepts are presented.

Previous papers also reveal which areas can
become reliable scoring opportunities and
which ones may consume valuable examina-
tion time.

Identify Scoring Areas and Time Traps

Every candidate should maintain two lists:

scoring areas and time traps. Scoring areas are
topics from which questions can be solved
quickly and accurately. Time traps are ques-
tions or chapters that may appear familiar but
consume disproportionate amounts of time.

Regular mock tests are particularly useful
for identifying these weaknesses. In Reason-
ing, candidates can classify questions into three
categories-those that can be solved immedi-
ately, those requiring moderate thought and
those likely to consume considerable time. This
classification can eventually make question se-
lection during the actual examination much
more instinctive.

Learn Patterns, Not Just Shortcuts

Shortcuts can improve speed, but they
should not be applied mechanically to every
question. Candidates should instead learn to
recognise the structure of a problem.

For topics such as percentage, ratio, profit
and loss, number system and algebra, main-
taining a pattern register can be highly effec-
tive. For every question type, candidates can
note how to identify the pattern, the shortest
method of solving it and the common mistakes
associated with it. Over time, this approach
can improve both speed and accuracy.

Give English a Dedicated
Place in Preparation

Paper-II preparation requires more than

memorising grammar rules. Candidates should

regularly practise Reading Comprehension,
Cloze Tests, Error Detection and Sentence
Rearrangement.

Reading quality newspaper editorials can
help improve comprehension speed, vocabu-
lary and familiarity with formal English. Rather
than memorising isolated words, aspirants
should also maintain lists of commonly used
word combinations, collocations and fixed
prepositions. Such practice can prove useful
in cloze tests and sentence-based questions.

Strengthen the GK Base

For General Knowledge, candidates should
focus on areas such as the Indian Constitution,
important constitutional Articles and modern
Indian history. Static GK should include art and
culture, classical dances, musical instruments and
other frequently tested subjects.

For current affairs, aspirants should system-
atically cover major developments from the pre-
vious six to eight months, along with important
government schemes and national develop-
ments.

The larger lesson for SSC CPO aspirants
is simple: preparation should be designed not
merely to survive the cut-off but to maximise
marks. A combination of previous-paper analy-
sis, targeted practice, mock-test evaluation,
time management and subject-wise revision
can help candidates enter the examination with
a clear scoring strategy.
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Ganesh Utsav is a time of
devotion, celebration and
elaborate rituals. Across
homes and temples, devotees
worship Lord Ganesha with
flowers, Durva grass, Shami
leaves, sandalwood and tra-
ditional offerings. Among the
many customs associated with
Ganesh worship, one stands
out: Tulsi leaves are tradition-
ally not offered to Lord
Ganesha.

The reason comes from a
Puranic legend associated
with Tulsi and Ganesha. Ac-
cording to the traditional
story, Tulsi once expressed
her desire to marry Ganesha.
Ganesha declined the pro-
posal, choosing a different
path. Angered by his refusal,
Tulsi is said to have cursed

The Story Behlnd a Unlque Puja Tradltlon

sweets or Modak as
naivedya. Incense and a
lamp are lit before the aarti.

Devotees may chant tra-
ditional mantras such as
“Shri Ganeshaya Namah”
and “Om Gam Ganapataye
Namah”, followed by
prayers and a request for
forgiveness for any mis-
takes made during worship.

A Tradition Rooted in
Devotion

The Tulsi-Ganesha story
is part of the rich body of
Hindu religious tradition in
which symbolic stories ex-
plain ritual practices. For
devotees, the custom is less
about prohibition and more
about preserving a tradition
passed down through gen-
erations.

Ganesha that he would marry
twice.

Ganesha, in turn, became
angry and cursed Tulsi that she
would marry an asura. Tulsi
later regretted her words and
sought forgiveness. Ganesha
then softened the curse, say-
ing that Tulsi would become
especially dear to Lord Vishnu

and would have an im-
portant place in Vishnu
worship. However, he
declared that Tulsi would
not be used in his own
worship. It is this legend
that is traditionally cited
as the reason for avoid-
ing Tulsi leaves during
Ganesha puja.

N
What Is Offered to
Ganesha?

Devotees commonly of-
fer Durva grass, red flow-
ers, Shami leaves, Bilva
leaves, sandalwood, in-
cense, lamps and sweets.
Modak, regarded as one of
Ganesha’s favourite offer-
ings in popular tradition, is

especially associated with
the festival.

A simple puja can begin
with cleaning the place of
worship and bathing the
idol or image of Ganesha.
Devotees may then offer
clothing, sandalwood or roli
fortilak, flowers and Durva,
followed by homemade

As Ganesh Utsav con-
tinues until September 25,
the practice offers a re-
minder that Hindu worship
is also shaped by stories,
symbolism and regional tra-
ditions-each adding an-
other layer of meaning to
the celebration of Lord
Ganesha.

Radha Ashtami : What
to Eat, What to Avoid

Radha Ashtami, celebrated as the
birth anniversary of Radha Rani, will be
observed on September
19, 2026. Devotees
mark the occasion with
special prayers, devo-
tional chanting and fast- }
ing. Traditional vrat prac- B
tices also prescribe certain dletary re-
strictions, although customs can vary
among families and religious traditions.

What Can Devotees Eat?

According to traditional vrat practices,
devotees observing Radha Ashtami may
take fruits, milk, curd, fresh juices and dry
fruits during the fast. Those unable to ob-
serve a strict fast may follow a lighter form
of fasting according to their capacity and
family tradition. Many devotees avoid
regular grains during the fast and prefer
phalahar. Some traditions permit a single
meal or limited use of salt, while others
observe a stricter fast.

What Should Be Avoided?
Traditional observances generally recom-
mend avoiding grains and
tamasic foods during the
vrat. Onion and garlic are
commonly avoided by
devotees following a strict
sattvic diet. he emphasis is
- =¥ not merely on food but also
on mamtammg a devotional atmosphere
through prayer, restraint and remembrance
of Radha Rani.

How Is the Fast Traditionally Broken?

The timing of parana-breaking the fast-
varies according to local customs and in-
dividual religious practice. Some devotees
break the fast after sighting the stars or
moon, while others do so after sunrise or
after completing the prescribed worship.
A traditional method involves bathing the
deity with Panchamrit during the afternoon
worship and offering clothes and other de-
votional items. Devotees following this
practice may first take charanamrit when
breaking the fast and then have their meal.
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