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After decades in an Ox-
ford museum, the ancestral
remains of 39 Naga ances-
tors are set to return to
Nagaland, marking a sig-
nificant moment in the Naga
community’s efforts to re-
claim its history, heritage
and dignity.

The Pitt Rivers Museum
in Oxford is working with
Naga representatives to
finalise the date for the for-
mal handover. A Naga del-
egation from India is also
being planned to accom-
pany the ancestral remains
on their journey back
home.

The University of Ox-
ford approved the return of
39 of the 40 ancestral re-
mains claimed by the Fo-
rum for Naga Reconcilia-

39 Naga Ancestors to Return
Home from Oxford After Decades

tion (FNR) in February this
year. On July 13, the Ox-
ford University Council for-
mally approved their repa-
triation. The return of one
remain was declined as its

provenance could not be
clearly established as
Naga. The repatriation fol-
lows years of consultations
involving the FNR, the
museum’s Recover, Re-
store and Decolonise
(RRaD) team, Naga tribal
Hohos, elders, churches
and communities across the
Naga homeland. The Pitt
Rivers Museum said the
process, which began in
2020, has evolved into a

wider Naga movement
centred on healing and
unity.

Museum Director Pro-
fessor Laura Van
Broekhoven described the

return as a deeply significant
process, saying she was
honoured to have worked
with Naga representatives
in finding a path for the 39
ancestors to return to their
homeland.

Following the handover
ceremony, the remains will
travel to Nagaland with a
delegation comprising lead-
ers and elders of several
tribal Hohos, along with
representatives of the FNR

and RRaD.
The remains were re-

moved from public display
at the Pitt Rivers Museum
in 2020, when the institu-
tion took all human remains

off exhibition. The museum
holds one of the world's
largest collections of Naga
material, much of it gath-
ered by British colonial ad-
ministrators during the early
20th century. Historical
records indicate that the
first Naga ancestral remains
reached the museum more
than a century ago through
John Henry Hutton, a Brit-
ish colonial administrator
and anthropologist. Further

collections were brought to
Oxford by Hutton and
James Philip Mills between
1910 and 1940.

For the Naga commu-
nity, the repatriation carries
significance far beyond the
physical return of ancestral
remains. The Naga-Oxford
Declaration describes the
initiative as a collective ef-
fort to provide the ances-
tors with a dignified resting
place and create a lasting
symbol of healing, peace
and Naga unity.

Supported by the
Homebound Project, the
planned handover repre-
sents the culmination of
years of dialogue between
Naga organisations and
Oxford University—and a
long-awaited homecoming
for 39 ancestors separated
from their homeland for
generations.

Pitt Rivers Museum, Naga representatives
finalise repatriation; homecoming seen as a

historic step towards healing, dignity and unity

Jan Jan Vichar
KOHIMA

The alleged leak and publica-
tion of a key witness statement in
the Zubeen Garg death case has
triggered a judicially ordered inves-
tigation, with the Exclusive Fast
Track Sessions Court, Kamrup
(M), directing the Assam CID to
trace how the confidential statement
reached two local media platforms.

The order, passed on Friday by
Judge Sharmila Bhuyan, came af-
ter counsel for Zubeen Garg’s
widow, Garima Garg Saikia,
brought to the court’s notice two
Facebook posts purportedly re-
producing the Section 183 BNSS
statement of prosecution witness
Prateem Lahkar, including a copy
carrying the signature and seal of
the magistrate who recorded it.

The development assumes sig-
nificance as Lahkar, listed as PW-
118, was appearing before the
court for cross-examination when
the alleged publication was brought

WITNESS STATEMENT LEAK TRIGGERS CID PROBE
Jan Jan Vichar
Guwahati

Zubeen Case
to the judge’s
attention. His
cross-exami-
nation by ac-
c u s e d
S i d d h a r t h
Sharma had
been com-
pleted, while
questioning by
the remaining
accused was deferred.

The prosecution raised a seri-
ous objection, submitting that pub-
lication of the witness statement
could interfere with the administra-
tion of justice and warranted im-
mediate judicial intervention.

After examining printouts of the
posts and viewing the material on
the mobile phone of the victim’s
counsel, the court observed that the
conduct of the two media platforms
prima facie appeared to directly
interfere with the administration of

justice.
The court

has now
tasked the
Assam CID
with finding out
how the media
outlets ob-
tained the wit-
ness statement,
who was re-

sponsible for providing it and how
it came to be published. The inves-
tigating agency has been directed
to submit a detailed report and take
action in accordance with law.

Screenshots of the two social-
media posts have also been or-
dered to be preserved on the court
record. A copy of the order has
been sent to the Special DGP, CID,
Assam, for immediate action.

The court simultaneously raised
another serious issue involving
documents bearing the signature of

accused Shyamkanu Mahanta.
The Inspector General of Prisons
has been directed to take appro-
priate action against the Superin-
tendent of Baksa District Jail after
the court noted that certain docu-
ments were not the same as those
sent by the court.

All seven accused—Siddharth
Sharma, Shyamkanu Mahanta,
Shekhar Jyoti Goswami,
Amritprava Mahanta, Sandipon
Garg, Nandeswar Borah and
Paresh Baishya—remain in judicial
custody until September 14.

The case returns to court on
September 14, when further cross-
examination of PW-118 is sched-
uled, along with production of the
accused through video
conferencing and objections to
Petition No. 66/2026. The latest
development adds a fresh layer to
an already closely watched inves-
tigation into the death of Assam’s
celebrated singer Zubeen Garg,
putting the handling and protection
of sensitive trial material firmly un-
der judicial scrutiny.
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Rising Star English
School celebrated Teach-
ers’ Day on September 5,
2026, with an impressive
exhibition showcasing the
creativity, knowledge and
talents of its students.

The exhibition was
organised by the students
with the guidance and sup-
port of their teachers. A
wide range of interesting
and innovative projects pre-
pared by the students was
displayed, reflecting their
understanding of different
subjects and their ability to
connect classroom learning
with practical experiences.

The exhibits covered di-
verse areas including Sci-

Rising Star English School Celebrates
Teachers’ Day with Creative Exhibition

Jan Jan Vichar
Guwahati

ence, History, Mathemat-
ics, local culture, Art and
Craft, among others. The
science projects demon-
strated the students’ curi-
osity and interest in explor-
ing scientific concepts,
while the History section
presented informative dis-
plays highlighting important
events and aspects of the
past. Mathematics projects

showcased logical thinking
through creative models
and activities.

The exhibition also gave
special importance to local
culture, enabling students to
present aspects of their rich
cultural heritage through
colourful and thoughtful dis-
plays. The Art and Craft
section added vibrancy to
the event, with students pre-

senting a variety of creative
works prepared with en-
thusiasm and imagination.

Teachers played an im-
portant role in guiding the
students throughout the
preparation of the exhibits.
The event provided an op-
portunity for students to
learn beyond textbooks,
develop teamwork and
communication skills, and

confidently explain their
projects to visitors.

The Teachers’ Day ex-
hibition was widely appre-
ciated and reflected the
school’s commitment to
activity-based and holistic
education. It also high-
lighted the valuable role of
teachers in encouraging stu-
dents to explore, create and
learn with confidence.

Meghalaya’s political
landscape is showing fresh
signs of turbulence after
UDP MLA Olan Sing Suin
claimed that eight legisla-
tors from his party are in
talks with the BJP and
could join the saffron party
“anytime” if a set of de-
mands is agreed upon.

Suin’s claim, if  it
materialises, could trigger a
major political realignment
in the state and significantly
strengthen the BJP’s efforts
to expand beyond its exist-
ing footprint in Meghalaya.

According to Suin, the
negotiations are focused
not on ministerial positions
but on issues he said are of
wider concern to the
people of Meghalaya.
These include constitutional
recognition for the Khasi
language under the Eighth
Schedule, changes in coal-
mining regulations, reloca-
tion of the Harijan Colony
from Them Iew Mawlong,

Meghalaya Politics Heats Up
8 UDP MLAs In Talks With BJP

and matters
relating to the
Foreign Con-
t r i b u t i o n
Regulation
Act (FCRA)
and the
Meghalaya
R e s i d e n t s
Safety and
Security Act (MRSSA).

The UDP legislator spe-
cifically maintained that the
legislators were not bar-
gaining for ministerial
berths, suggesting that the
discussions are centred on
policy and regional de-
mands rather than personal
political rewards. The de-
velopment comes at a po-
litically significant moment,
with the BJP visibly step-
ping up efforts to build an
independent organisational
and electoral base in

Meghalaya.
A d d i n g

weight to the
unfolding po-
litical activity,
senior BJP
leader AL
Hek met
Union Home
Minister Amit

Shah in New Delhi and dis-
cussed the state’s emerging
political situation as well as
the party’s future strategy.

Hek said he briefed
Shah on Meghalaya’s po-
litical scenario and sought
guidance on strengthening
the BJP’s organisation
across the state. He also
raised the contentious
FCRA Bill, which has been
referred to a Joint Parlia-
mentary Committee.

According to Hek,
Shah said he had already

held discussions with at
least 35 Christian forums
and leaders on the issue and
would invite stakeholders
to Delhi for further consul-
tations after the JPC pro-
cess is completed.

The BJP leadership,
Hek said, is now aiming for
more than a supporting role
in Meghalaya. The party
wants to emerge as a
“strong, credible and inde-
pendent political force” and
ultimately form its own gov-
ernment. The immediate
question, however, is
whether Suin’s claim about
the eight UDP MLAs trans-
lates into an actual political
migration. There has been
no collective confirmation
from the eight legislators
that they have decided to
join the BJP. For now, the
claim has nevertheless
added a new layer to
Meghalaya’s increasingly
fluid political equations—
and placed the UDP under
renewed scrutiny as the BJP
intensifies its push for power.

Jan Jan Vichar
SHILLONG

Olan Sing Suin claims legisla-
tors may switch sides anytime

BJP eyes independent power in state

‘BJP-Tipra
Motha-IPFT
Alliance Will
Win VC Polls’

AGARTALA :
Tripura Chief Minister
Manik Saha has ex-
pressed confidence that
the BJP-Tipra Motha-
IPFT alliance will emerge
victorious in the upcoming
Village Committee elec-
tions under the Tripura
Tribal Areas Autonomous
District Council
(TTAADC).

The elections will be
held on September 28
across 587 Village Com-
mittees, covering 2,634
constituencies and 4,597
seats. Saha said the three
NDA partners have
decided to contest the
polls together after holding
seat-sharing discussions at
the state and grassroots
levels. A committee has
been formed to finalise the
seat-sharing arrangement,
with the exact allocation
expected to be clear after
the nomination withdrawal
process. Saha also said
there was no obstacle to
joint campaigning, though
the final decision would be
taken by the committee.



National/InternationalFriday, 11 September 2026 17||

Pakistan’s Army Tightens Its Grip

Pakistan’s latest consti-
tutional upheaval has
opened a far bigger ques-
tion than the distribution of
political power: has the
country’s military establish-
ment succeeded in building
a legal shield around its vast
economic and real-estate
interests?

At the heart of the con-
troversy is a 300-acre
luxury property project and
a Naval Sailing Club on the
banks of Rawal Lake—de-
velopments that had come
under severe judicial scru-
tiny before a key Islamabad
High Court ruling was
overturned this month.

The chain of events has
fuelled allegations that
Pakistan’s constitutional re-
structuring is not merely
about governance, but
could also strengthen the
military’s hold over state
assets while making judicial
scrutiny of senior command-
ers increasingly difficult.

In 2022, the Islamabad

Jan Jan Vichar
ISLAMABAD

Constitution Changed, Court Order Reversed, Military Land Shielded

High Court had delivered a
landmark verdict declaring
the transfer of the land to
the Pakistan Navy and the
related approval granted
by the Capital Develop-
ment Authority unconstitu-
tional. The court had also
ordered a detailed financial
audit of the project, where
luxury farmhouses, houses
and gardens had reportedly
been developed.

The court’s action in the
Naval Sailing Club case
was even more striking. It
ordered criminal proceed-

ings against then-Navy
chief Admiral Zafar
Mahmood Abbasi and di-
rected that the club be de-
molished. The judgment
held that the land around
Rawal Lake belonged to
the Small Dams Authority
and fell within the Margalla
National Park.

It was an unusually di-
rect judicial challenge to
Pakistan’s powerful military
establishment.

From Courtroom Chal-
lenge to Constitutional
Shield? The picture

changed dramatically after
Pakistan’s 27th Constitu-
tional Amendment. The
amendment strengthened
the position of Field Mar-
shal Asim Munir, including
his elevation as Chief of
Defence Forces, placing
the three service chiefs un-
der the new command
structure.

Critics contend that the
changes could make scru-
tiny of senior military offi-
cials far more difficult. The
creation of a Federal Con-
stitutional Court has also

fundamentally altered the
country’s constitutional ju-
dicial architecture.

Then came the judicial
reversal. On September 2,
a two-judge Islamabad
High Court bench over-
turned the earlier ruling con-
cerning the Naval Sailing
Club. The demolition order
was stayed and criminal
proceedings against former
Navy chief Admiral Abbasi
were set aside.

The timing has intensi-
fied questions over whether
Pakistan’s rapidly changing
constitutional order is
weakening judicial checks
on the military. The contro-
versy is therefore no longer
simply about a sailing club
or a 300-acre tract of land.
It goes to the heart of
Pakistan’s power structure.

If the military can influ-
ence the constitutional
framework, command the
security establishment and
escape earlier judicial scru-
tiny, the bigger question is
stark: who ultimately con-
trols Pakistan-the elected
state or the generals?

Guwahati:  Hare Krishna Movement
Guwahati celebrated Sri Krishna
Janmashtami 2026 with devotion, enthu-
siasm and spiritual fervour at the Hare
Krishna Temple in North Guwahati on
September 3 and 4. The two-day celebra-
tion began on September 3 with cultural
programmes, Tulasi Arati and Sandhya
Arati, followed by Laddu Gopal Abhishek,
Jhulan Utsav and Palki Utsav. Prasadam
was also distributed among devotees and

Janmashtami Celebrated with
Devotion at Hare Krishna Temple

visitors. On September 4, devotees par-
ticipated in special darshan and various de-
votional programmes. The Maha Abhishek
of Lord Krishna was one of the major at-
tractions of the celebration. At 12:01 am,
the Maha Mangala Arati was performed
to mark the auspicious appearance of Lord
Krishna. A large number of devotees, fami-
lies, well-wishers and visitors attended the
festival, creating a vibrant spiritual atmo-
sphere at the temple.

GUWAHATI : The Terapanth Yuva Parishad,
Guwahati, organised an eye donation awareness rally and
street play, ‘Roshni – Ek Prayas Manavta Ki Ore’, as
part of the National Eye Donation Fortnight being ob-
served from August 25 to September 8 under the guid-
ance of the Akhil Bharatiya Terapanth Yuva Parishad. The
programme was held at Gauhati Gaushala, Chatribari, at
5:30 am on Tuesday. Members of the Parishad and young
volunteers took part in the awareness rally and raised slo-
gans highlighting the importance of eye donation and en-
couraging people to contribute towards the noble cause.
The street play presented a powerful message that the
eye donation of one person can bring new light and hope
into the life of someone who has lost their vision. Through
impactful performances, the artistes highlighted the hu-
manitarian significance of donating eyes and urged soci-
ety to overcome misconceptions surrounding the prac-
tice. The play featured Avkash Kumar Jhamad, Anant
Chhajed, Sandeep Bhadani, Pankaj Sipani, Mehak Dugad,
Kamlesh Ranka, Dev Mehanot, Lokesh Bhansali and
Kaushal Jain. It was directed by Avkash Kumar
Jhamad.““Speaking on the occasion, Parishad Vice-Presi-
dent Ravi Kundaliya said eye donation was not merely a
social service but a noble commitment capable of bringing
the light of vision and hope into the lives of those in need.

TYC Organises Eye Do-
nation Awareness Drive
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Meghalaya’s Politi-
cal Crossroads

The political signals emerging from
Shillong and Delhi suggest that
Meghalaya may be heading towards a sig-
nificant realignment, even as all major
players remain cautious about publicly
acknowledging it. Speculation over a
possible shift of UDP legislators to-
wards the BJP has raised important ques-
tions about the future of regional poli-
tics in the state. At present, the NPP-led
government under Chief Minister
Conrad K. Sangma appears numerically

secure. With 33 MLAs in a 60-member
Assembly, its survival does not depend on
the UDP. Yet, the real issue is not whether
the government will fall today, but whether
Meghalaya’s political landscape is gradu-
ally being reshaped ahead of the 2028
Assembly elections. The BJP has every
democratic right to expand its political
base. However, expansion should come
through the mandate of voters, not through
the systematic weakening or absorption of
regional parties and elected representa-
tives. Meghalaya’s regional political
forces have historically played an impor-
tant role in representing the distinct aspi-
rations of the Khasi, Jaintia and Garo Hills.

The growing talk of “political poach-

ing” deserves serious public scrutiny.
Frequent switching of elected represen-
tatives can undermine voters’ trust and
reduce democratic mandates to mere
arithmetic. Political alliances may
change, but democratic principles must
remain constant. If Meghalaya is wit-
nessing the beginning of a larger politi-
cal contest, the people-not backroom
negotiations-must ultimately decide its
direction. The coming months will re-
veal whether the present whispers are
merely political manoeuvring or the be-
ginning of a major transformation. Ei-
ther way, Meghalaya deserves transpar-
ency, accountability and respect for the
people’s mandate.

EDITORIAL

Why Sankardev Matters in 2026
Jan Jan Vichar
 Upen Goswami

More than five centuries after his
time, the relevance of Srimanta
Sankardev is perhaps greater than
ever. We live in an age of extraor-
dinary technological progress, yet
society continues to struggle with
old questions-Who belongs? How
do we live together despite our dif-
ferences? What holds a community
together? And can culture become
a force for social harmony?

Sankardev's life offers compel-
ling answers. He understood that
religion could not remain confined
to rituals and institutions. It had to
touch everyday life. Through the
Naamghar, Satra, devotional mu-
sic, literature and theatre, he cre-
ated spaces where people could
participate, communicate and de-
velop a shared sense of commu-
nity. That idea remains remarkably
relevant in 2026.

In an age of division
he spoke of inclusion

Sankardev's devotional move-
ment crossed many of the social
boundaries of his time. His empha-
sis on devotion rather than social
status offered a powerful challenge
to exclusion and hierarchy.

Today, when societies across
the world are witnessing
polarisation-whether based on
caste, community, language, ideol-
ogy or identity-his message of hu-
man dignity and collective belong-
ing deserves renewed attention.
His legacy reminds us that diver-
sity need not become division.

 When social media divides,
the Naamghar brings people

together
There is an interesting contrast

between Sankardev's Assam and

today's Assam. The medieval
Naamghar brought people physi-
cally together to listen, sing, discuss
and participate. The modern world
has given us smartphones and so-
cial media that connect us instantly,
yet often leave people socially iso-
lated. The Naamghar therefore has
a lesson beyond religion: a healthy
society needs shared physical
spaces where people meet as
members of a community, not

merely as users behind screens.
His greatest lesson may be

the power of culture
Sankardev understood some-

thing that remains relevant to every
generation: people may resist a ser-
mon, but they remember a story;
they may forget an argument, but
they remember a song.

He used poetry, music, drama,
dance and visual expression to
communicate ideas.“In today's

world of films, digital media,
YouTube and social platforms, this
insight is even more powerful. Cul-
ture remains one of the most effec-
tive ways to communicate values
and bring people together.

A legacy beyond Assam
Sankardev's contribution should

not be viewed only through the lens
of Assamese religious history. His
work represents a remarkable
chapter in India's wider tradition of
devotional movements, vernacular
literature and cultural
democratisation. He demonstrated
that profound philosophical ideas
could be expressed in the language
of ordinary people—and that a re-
gional language and culture could
become vehicles for extraordinary
intellectual and artistic achievement

The question for 2026
Remembering Sankardev

should therefore mean more than
organising annual celebrations,
quoting his verses or building
monuments in his name. The real
question is: Can we practise the
values that made his movement
transformative? Can we build com-
munities rather than deepen divi-
sions? Can we use culture to con-
nect rather than separate? Can we
make knowledge and creativity
accessible to everyone? Can faith
become a source of compassion
rather than conflict?

If the answer is yes, then
Sankardev is not merely a figure
from Assam's past. He is a voice
for Assam's future. And perhaps
that is why, in 2026, the most
meaningful way to remember
Srimanta Sankardev is not simply
to look back at what he created
five hundred years ago—but to ask
ourselves what we can create to-
day in the spirit of his vision.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s message to the graduating
students of the Indian Institute of
Technology Delhi was simple but
powerful: the ability to keep learn-
ing will determine who succeeds in
a rapidly changing world.

Addressing the 57th convoca-
tion of IIT Delhi, Modi congratu-
lated the graduating students and
presented medals to meritorious
performers, while urging the young
generation to look beyond degrees
and remain lifelong learners.

The Prime Minister’s interaction
with the students came at a signifi-
cant moment for India’s technology
ambitions. During his visit, he also
inaugurated Param Pragya, an ar-
tificial intelligence-powered high-
performance supercomputing facil-
ity at IIT Delhi’s Sonipat campus,
underlining the growing importance
of advanced computing and AI in
the country’s development.

Beyond the Degree
For the graduating students, the

convocation marked the culmina-
tion of years of demanding aca-
demic work. But Modi’s address
sought to redefine the meaning of
the moment. A degree, he sug-
gested, should not be viewed as the
destination of learning but as the
beginning of a much larger journey.

In an era when artificial intelli-
gence, automation and emerging
technologies are rapidly transform-
ing workplaces, the capacity to
acquire new knowledge and adapt
to change is becoming increasingly

One Who Learns Will Win
PM Modi’s Message to Gen ZJan Jan Vichar

New Delhi

important.
His message to Gen Z was

therefore rooted in a straightfor-
ward principle: those who continue
to learn will remain equipped to
compete, innovate and lead.

A Different Convocation
Experience

Modi also recalled his previous
participation in an IIT Delhi con-
vocation during the COVID-19
pandemic. At that time, he had
joined the ceremony virtually as the
country was navigating one of its
most difficult periods.

This time, he was physically
present among the students. Re-
calling the contrast, he said that
while the earlier convocation took
place virtually during the pandemic,
being present among the young
graduates in person made the oc-

casion particularly meaningful.
He congratulated the students

and their families, acknowledging
the hard work and sacrifices be-
hind their achievements.

Just as your families are feeling
proud today, I, too, am proud of
all of you,” Modi said.

Celebrating Merit
and Asking a Question

The Prime Minister also con-
gratulated students who received
medals for their academic achieve-
ments. At the same time, he drew
attention to the representation of
women among the medal winners,
asking why there were not more
girls among the achievers.

The observation brought a
broader dimension to the convo-
cation: excellence in education must
increasingly be accompanied by

greater participation and represen-
tation of women in science, tech-
nology and engineering.

AI and the Next Generation
The inauguration of Param

Pragya added a technological di-
mension to the Prime Minister’s
visit. High-performance computing
and artificial intelligence are ex-
pected to play an increasingly im-
portant role in scientific research,
healthcare, industry, governance
and national security.

For IIT Delhi’s graduates,
therefore, the message was par-
ticularly relevant. They are enter-
ing professional lives at a time when
technological change is moving
faster than ever before.  The chal-
lenge is no longer simply to master
what is known. It is to keep learn-
ing what is yet to come.

As India seeks to strengthen its
position as a technology and inno-
vation powerhouse, young engi-
neers and researchers will have a
crucial role to play. Their ideas,
skills and willingness to experiment
could shape everything from artifi-
cial intelligence to climate solutions,
manufacturing and digital infrastruc-
ture. The convocation thus became
more than a ceremonial farewell to
graduating students. It was a re-
minder that education does not end
when the degree is awarded.

For Gen Z, the real competition
may belong not to those who know
the most today, but to those who
are prepared to learn the most to-
morrow.

One who keeps learning,
Modi’s message suggested, is the
one best placed to win.

guards could expose society to
risks that are difficult to reverse.
The concern is not that today’s
chatbots are suddenly going to take
over the world. The bigger issue is
what future systems might be ca-
pable of if they acquire greater au-
tonomy, reasoning ability and ac-
cess to digital infrastructure. This
is known as the AI alignment prob-
lem-ensuring that increasingly pow-
erful machines continue to behave
according to human intentions and
values. Researchers have repeat-
edly pointed out that making an AI
system useful is not the same as
making it reliably safe. The danger
becomes more complicated be-
cause AI development is also a
business race. Companies compete

for investment, talent, market share
and technological leadership. In
such an environment, slowing down
for safety can appear commercially
costly. The question is whether the
industry can resist the temptation to
move faster simply because com-
petitors are doing so. Yet AI is not
merely a threat. Its potential ben-
efits are enormous. It can assist doc-
tors in detecting diseases, help stu-
dents learn, accelerate scientific re-
search, improve agriculture and
support businesses and public ser-
vices. The objective, therefore, can-
not be to stop AI development al-
together. What is urgently needed is
responsible development. Govern-
ments, researchers and technology
companies must establish stronger

safety standards, independent
oversight, transparent testing and
mechanisms to monitor increasingly
autonomous systems. There is also
an environmental cost. Large data
centres require enormous amounts
of electricity and water, making
sustainable AI development an-
other important challenge. The AI
revolution may ultimately become
one of humanity’s greatest techno-
logical achievements-or one of its
greatest tests. The real challenge is
not simply building smarter ma-
chines. It is ensuring that human
wisdom, accountability and con-
trol remain ahead of machine ca-
pability. The future of AI should not
be determined by a race to become
first. It should be determined by the
ability to become safe, responsible
and worthy of human trust.

Artificial intelligence is no
longer a distant concept. It writes
emails, creates images, analyses
businesses, develops scripts and
increasingly performs tasks once
considered uniquely human. But
as AI systems become more pow-
erful, a difficult question is gaining
urgency: what happens if machines
become more capable than hu-
mans at controlling their own de-
velopment?

Recent warnings from within
the AI industry have intensified this
debate. Anthropic researcher
Jacob Coxon reportedly resigned
and raised concerns that leading
AI companies are racing towards
increasingly advanced, potentially
superintelligent systems. His
warning was blunt: technological
ambition without adequate safe-

AI’S RACE AGAINST TIME
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There are personalities
who belong to history, and
there are those who continue
to live through the people.

Srimanta Sankardev be-
longs to the second category.

More than five centuries
after his birth, the great saint-
scholar, poet, dramatist, so-
cial reformer and cultural ar-
chitect of Assam remains
deeply woven into the every-
day life of the state. His influ-
ence can be found not merely
in religious institutions and
prayer halls, but also in
Assamese literature, music,
dance, theatre, painting and
the collective cultural con-
sciousness of the Assamese
people.

Sankardev did not simply
preach a philosophy. He cre-
ated a cultural movement.
And perhaps that is why his
legacy has survived the pas-
sage of centuries.

A saint born in
a changing Assam

Sankardev was born in
1449 at Bordowa in present-
day Nagaon district of Assam,
at a time when society was
marked by religious divisions,
complex rituals and rigid so-
cial hierarchies. From an early
age, he displayed an extraor-
dinary intellectual and artistic
ability. Tradition records that
he was a gifted student,
deeply interested in philoso-
phy, literature and the spiritual
questions of life. But
Sankardev was not destined
to remain confined to schol-
arship. His extensive travels
exposed him to different reli-
gious and cultural traditions
across the Indian subconti-
nent. These experiences pro-
foundly influenced his under-
standing of spirituality and
society. When he returned to
Assam, he began articulating
a remarkably simple yet pow-
erful idea: devotion to one
supreme God could be a path

Srimanta Sankardev: The Saint
Who Gave Assam a New Soul
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accessible to everyone.
The revolution of
Ekasarana Naam

Dharma
At the heart of

Sankardev's spiritual phi-
losophy was Ekasarana
Naam Dharma, a devo-
tional tradition centred
on surrender to one su-
preme God, Krishna,
and the remembrance
and chanting of His
name. Its appeal lay
partly in its simplicity.
Spirituality did not have
to be hidden behind
elaborate rituals or re-
stricted to a privileged
few. Singing, remember-
ing God's name, listening
to sacred narratives and
participating collectively
in devotional life could
become a path to spiri-
tual fulfilment. This was
not merely a religious
proposition. In the social
context of medieval
Assam, it carried a pow-
erful message of commu-
nity and human dignity.

The naamghar be-

came one of the most en-
during institutions associ-
ated with this movement.
The Naamghar: More
than a place of worship

Walk into a traditional
Assamese village and the
naamghar often stands as
much more than a religious
space.

It is a gathering place.
A cultural centre.
A space where commu-

nities come together.
Through the institution

of the naamghar and satra,
Sankardev helped create a
distinctive community-
based cultural system. De-
votion was accompanied
by music, drama,
storytelling and collective
participation.

In many ways, the
naamghar became an early
example of a community
institution where spirituality
and social life intersected.

That is one reason
Sankardev's influence can-
not be understood merely
through theology. He
changed the way people

came together.
When theatre became a
vehicle for spirituality

Perhaps one of
Sankardev's most remark-
able contributions was his
use of art as a means of
communication. He cre-
ated Ankiya Naat, a dis-
tinctive form of one-act
devotional drama. His cel-
ebrated work 'Kirtana
Ghoxa' became one of the
foundational texts of
Assamese Vaishnavite lit-
erature. His dramatic tradi-
tion also gave rise to
Bhaona, a form of devo-
tional theatre that remains
an important part of
Assam's cultural life. For
Sankardev, the stage was
not simply a place of enter-
tainment. It was a class-
room. A platform for moral
reflection. And a means of
bringing philosophical ideas
to ordinary people.
Through music, costumes,
dialogue, masks and per-

formance, stories from the
Bhagavata Purana and
other sacred traditions
could reach audiences re-
gardless of their level of for-
mal education.

The birth of Sattriya
Sankardev's cultural vi-

sion extended into dance
and music as well. The de-
votional traditions associ-
ated with him and his dis-
ciples eventually developed
into Sattriya, one of India's
recognised classical dance
traditions. The distinctive
movements, musical com-
positions, dramatic expres-
sion and devotional themes
of Sattriya reflect the ex-
traordinary synthesis of
spirituality and artistic cre-
ativity that Sankardev en-
couraged. Few spiritual
leaders have left behind
such a broad cultural foot-
print. Literature, music, the-
atre, dance and visual art—
all became instruments of
his message.


