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E Pluribus Unum

Hyphenated Identity

"Accep-
tance, Respect and Protection"

Tolerance

Tolerance

 Acceptance
Respect

"Pluralistic" "Secular
republic"

"Free Speech" 

"E Pluribus Unum"
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Assam is set to strengthen its
policing and security infrastructure
with the creation of two new
specialised police battalions-one
dedicated to disaster response and
another to the security of oil and
gas installations, Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma announced
after a two-day conference of se-
nior police officers in Dergaon.

The decisions were taken at a
high-level conference aimed at
strengthening the Assam Police’s
ability to tackle crime, natural di-
sasters and emerging security chal-
lenges. One of the new battalions
will function as an expanded State
Disaster Response Force (SDRF),
while the second will provide dedi-
cated security to vital installations
of Oil and Natural Gas Corpora-
tion (ONGC) and Oil India Lim-
ited (OIL).

Anti-Narcotics Task Force
Within a Month

The government has also de-
cided to intensify its campaign
against drug trafficking. Sarma said
Assam will constitute an Anti-Nar-
cotics Task Force within a month,
in line with directions from the Cen-
tre. The proposed force will focus
not only on arresting drug traffick-
ers but also on dismantling their
wider networks.

Its responsibilities will include
attaching properties linked to traf-
fickers, strengthening forensic in-
vestigations, disrupting financial
networks and preventing proce-

Assam To Raise Two New Police Battalions
Jan Jan Vichar
DERGAON

dural lapses that could weaken
cases against accused persons.

Assam will also strengthen co-
ordination with neighbouring
Manipur, Mizoram and Arunachal
Pradesh to identify and disrupt
emerging drug-trafficking routes.
The government is considering
stronger preventive measures, in-
cluding preventive detention in ap-
propriate cases, against major
traffickers.

Sarma also said drug rehabili-
tation centres would be examined
following reports that narcotics
were allegedly available at some
such facilities.

Conviction Rate Target
Raised to 35%

Improving the quality of inves-
tigation and prosecution emerged
as another major priority at the
conference. Assam’s current con-
viction rate stands at around 29.30
per cent, and the government has

set a target of raising it to 35 per
cent. Sarma pointed out that the
conviction rate was only around 7
per cent in 2020, saying the gov-
ernment wants to build on the im-
provement through better investi-
gations, stronger evidence collec-
tion and more effective prosecution.

15,000–20,000 More Police
Personnel Planned

The government is also prepar-
ing for a major expansion of the
Assam Police. Around 5,000 per-
sonnel have been recruited during
the past five years, while the gov-
ernment plans to recruit another
15,000 to 20,000 personnel over
the next five years. Police infra-
structure will also be upgraded,
with a proposal to transform the
Lachit Borphukan Police Acad-
emy at Dergaon into a national-
level institution. The planned im-
provements include upgraded
shooting, horse-riding and sports

facilities, along with better resi-
dential accommodation for per-
sonnel.

Housing Remains a Major
Challenge

Sarma highlighted a serious
shortage of accommodation for
police personnel. Assam Police
has around 90,000 personnel, but
housing is currently available for
only about 10,000. The govern-
ment aims to increase police hous-
ing capacity to approximately
30,000, recognising that adequate
accommodation is essential for the
welfare and operational efficiency
of the force.

Six-Month Implementation
Roadmap

Sarma said the Dergaon con-
ference was the first such meeting
of senior police officers under the
new government. Decisions taken
during the two-day deliberations
are expected to be implemented
over the next six months. The next
senior police officers’ conference
is proposed to be held in
Bongaigaon in February next year,
when progress on the decisions
taken at Dergaon is expected to
be reviewed.

The proposed battalions, anti-
narcotics task force, higher con-
viction target and planned recruit-
ment together signal a broader at-
tempt by Assam to build a police
force capable of responding not
only to conventional law-and-or-
der challenges but also to disas-
ters, organised crime, drug traf-
ficking and threats to critical en-
ergy infrastructure.

ZUBEEN GARG CASE: SINGAPORE WITNESSES
READY TO TESTIFY, SAYS PARIKSHIT SHARMA

Several people who were
present in Singapore at the time of
the death of Assam’s cultural icon
Zubeen Garg are ready to testify
before the court and are awaiting
an opportunity to record their
statements, Singapore-based wit-
ness Parikshit Sharma said on
Thursday.

Sharma, who was present dur-
ing the incident, travelled from

Jan Jan Vichar
 Guwahati

Continued on Page 16

Singapore to India after receiving
a court summons and completed
his testimony before the fast-track
court hearing the case over two
days.

Speaking to the media after his
testimony, Sharma said a number
of people who were present at the
time were keen to cooperate with
the judicial process and present
their respective accounts before the
court. There were around 15 to 26
people there during the incident,
and everyone has their own per-

spective,” Sharma said, adding that
those who were in Singapore were
waiting for their opportunity to tes-
tify.

Sharma’s statement was re-
corded before the court on
Wednesday and Thursday, follow-
ing which he was cross-examined
by the counsel representing the ac-
cused. He said he had placed his
version before the judiciary and
hoped it would contribute to estab-
lishing the truth surrounding the
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ZUBEEN GARG CASE:...
case. If my truth helps even one per cent in

getting justice for Zubeen Garg, I will feel
grateful,” Sharma said. He declined to disclose
details of the incident, citing the ongoing trial
and his status as a witness.

Sharma said he received the court sum-
mons on August 25 and travelled to India on
September 2 to appear before the court.

He had previously appeared before the
court on October 13 last year and had also
recorded his statement before the one-mem-
ber judicial commission constituted to exam-

ine the circumstances surrounding the incident.
Sharma said those who were present in
Singapore had already shared their accounts be-
fore the judicial commission and would place
whatever further information is required before
the court when called upon.

Urging people to remain patient, Sharma said
the court’s eventual verdict would establish the
sequence of events. He stressed that the details
surrounding the incident should emerge through
the judicial process rather than through public
speculation. The verdict of the court will be a
public document, and that will establish the ac-
tual sequence of events. People should keep
faith in the justice system,” he said.

Speaking about what Zubeen Garg meant
to those who were with him in Singapore,
Sharma said the artiste’s significance was dif-
ficult to put into words. He expressed hope
that his testimony would make even a small
contribution towards securing justice for the
late singer and cultural icon. The testimony of
Sharma and the willingness of other
Singapore-based witnesses to appear before
the court could become significant as the ju-
dicial proceedings continue. However, the
actual sequence of events and responsibility,
if any, will ultimately be determined through
the evidence presented before the court and
its final verdict.

A late-night shooting at
a police outpost in Assam’s
Kamrup district left two
police personnel dead and
two others injured after a
colleague allegedly opened
fire on them, sending
shockwaves through the
local police establishment.

The incident took place
late Wednesday night at the
Gamerimura Police Out-
post, under Boko Police
Station. The deceased have
been identified as Fazrul Ali
and Indrajit Bora, the of-
ficer-in-charge of the out-
post. Two other personnel
sustained bullet injuries and
were rushed for medical
treatment. Their condition

ASSAM POLICE OUTPOST TURNS INTO BLOODSHED

TWO PERSONNEL KILLED IN
ALLEGED COLLEAGUE FIRING

Jan Jan Vichar
Guwahati

was not immediately
known.

According to prelimi-
nary information, the al-
leged firing was carried out
by police personnel
Chiranjeev Choudhury,
who reportedly used an
AK-47 service rifle. Au-
thorities have not yet dis-
closed the circumstances
that led to the shooting or
established a motive. It also
remains unclear whether an
argument, confrontation or
any other incident preceded
the firing. Investigators are
expected to reconstruct the
sequence of events and de-
termine how the service
weapon was accessed and
used. The incident assumes
added significance as
Assam witnessed a similar

shooting involving security
personnel only a month
ago. On August 4, a Cen-
tral Reserve Police Force
personnel allegedly opened
fire on colleagues at the 34
Battalion camp in Katimari,
Nagaon, killing two per-
sonnel and injuring another
before taking his own life.

The latest incident has
once again raised questions
about the pressures faced
by personnel operating
within security establish-
ments and the need for a
thorough investigation into
incidents involving service
weapons. The authorities
are expected to establish
the facts before drawing
conclusions about the mo-
tive or circumstances be-
hind the Gamerimura firing.

As many as 2,977
transport vehicles in
Mizoram’s Kolasib district
were found plying despite
having expired fitness cer-
tificates, resulting in an es-
timated  Rs. 35.36 crore in
unrealised fees and penal-
ties, according to a report
of the Comptroller and Au-
ditor General of India
(CAG) tabled in the
Mizoram Assembly.

The audit of the District
Transport Office (DTO),
Kolasib, found through

MIZORAM : 2,977 Vehicles Found
Plying With Expired Fitness Certificates

data extracted from the
VAHAN system on No-
vember 29, 2022, that the
fitness certificates of the
2,977 vehicles had expired.
The Transport Department
could not produce records
showing that these vehicles
had subsequently been
taken off the roads. The
CAG estimated that Rs.
35.17 crore in penalties and
another Rs. 19.35 lakh in
renewal and fitness-related
fees remained unrealised.

Under the Motor Ve-
hicles Act, 1988, transport
vehicles are required to
have valid fitness certifi-

cates. The continued op-
eration of vehicles with ex-
pired certificates, the audit
said, reflected inadequate
enforcement of the manda-
tory fitness regime. The de-
partment informed the au-
dit that demand notices had
been issued to defaulters in
January 2020 and January
2023. However, scrutiny of
seven sample notices re-
vealed that they primarily
concerned renewal of ve-
hicle registration and did
not specifically demand
payment of fitness fees and
penalties.

The CAG subsequently

raised the issue with the de-
partment and the State Gov-
ernment in October 2024.
In its response in Novem-
ber 2024, the government
said action was being taken
against transport-related
defaulters through District
Transport Offices and the
Directorate. It also cited en-
forcement drives and joint
operations with the
Mizoram Police. However,
the CAG noted that the gov-
ernment did not clearly
specify what action had
been taken to recover the
outstanding dues identified
during the audit.

Jan Jan Vichar
Aizawl

Orunodoi Protest Turns
Tense in Hailakandi

Hailakandi: A
protest over alleged
deletion of eligible
beneficiaries from
Assam’s Orunodoi
scheme turned tense
outside the Hailakandi
Deputy Commissioner’s
office on Thursday, after
demonstrators at-
tempted to enter the
premises. The protest,
led by Congress MLA
Jubair Anam, saw a
large number of people
rally to the DC office
on Kachari Road.
Police stopped the
protesters and resorted
to a mild lathicharge to
bring the situation under
control. Several people
who claimed their
names had been re-
moved from the

Orunodoi beneficiary
list also joined the
demonstration. Anam
alleged that repeated
reviews of the list had
resulted in the exclusion
of eligible beneficiaries
and warned of a larger
agitation if their griev-
ances were not ad-
dressed. The MLA also
raised allegations
concerning flood relief,
road construction and
other government
schemes, including
claims of irregularities
and harassment of
complainants. The
protesters were waiting
for the Deputy Com-
missioner to meet them
and respond to their
demands at the time of
filing the report.

Six Convictions
in One Day

Dibrugarh: A Dibrugarh
court convicted six
accused in six separate
criminal cases on
Wednesday, sentencing
five to life imprisonment
for murder and another to
four years’ rigorous
imprisonment for at-
tempted murder. Among
those sentenced to life
was police constable Biki
Chetia, convicted of
murdering his pregnant
wife with his service
pistol. Other murder
convicts included Sukram
Murah, Rajiv
Chungkrang, Raju Chetia
and Dipu Mech.
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India has achieved a
major milestone in space
technology with the suc-
cessful launch of the
GSLV-F17 carrying the
EOS-05 Earth observation
satellite, marking a signifi-
cant comeback for the In-
dian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) after
a difficult phase of launch
failures.

The GSLV-F17 lifted
off from the Satish Dhawan
Space Centre in
Sriharikota at 2:55 am on
Friday and, within around
19 minutes, placed the
2,376-kg EOS-05 satellite
into its designated geosyn-
chronous orbit. The mission
is particularly significant
because the GSLV Mk II,
once nicknamed “Naughty
Boy” because of its history
of launch failures, has now
demonstrated its reliability
at a crucial moment for
India’s space programme.

From Setbacks to a
Strong Comeback
The success comes af-

ter setbacks involving

ISRO’S ‘NAUGHTY BOY’ RISES AGAIN
India Achieves Major Space Milestone With EOS-05

Jan Jan Vichar
SRIHARIKOTA

India’s launch programme,
increasing the pressure on
the GSLV to deliver. The
successful GSLV-F17 mis-
sion has therefore restored
confidence in India’s abil-
ity to place heavy and ad-
vanced satellites into higher
orbits using indigenous
technology.

The achievement also
highlights decades of pains-
taking work by Indian sci-
entists to master cryogenic
propulsion technology.

India faced international
restrictions in the 1990s
when Western countries,
including the United States,

refused to share advanced
cryogenic technology.
Rather than abandoning its
ambitions, ISRO devel-
oped the technology indig-
enously through years of
research, testing, redesign
and repeated trials. That
technological journey has
now become one of the
strongest symbols of
India’s growing self-reli-
ance in space.

EOS-05: A New
Eye Over India

The EOS-05 satellite is
designed to significantly
strengthen India’s Earth-
observation capabilities.

Positioned around 36,000
km above Earth, the satel-
lite will provide advanced
observations useful for
monitoring cyclones,
floods, forest fires, weather
patterns and climate-re-
lated changes. Unlike con-
ventional low-Earth-orbit
satellites that pass over a
region at intervals, a satel-
lite operating from geosyn-
chronous orbit can maintain
continuous observation of a
broad area. Its advanced
imaging capability, including
visible, infrared, multispec-
tral and hyperspectral
bands, is expected to pro-

vide valuable data for disas-
ter management, weather
forecasting, environmental
monitoring and strategic
applications.

A Technological and
Strategic Achievement

The mission is more than
another successful satellite
launch. It demonstrates
India’s growing ability to in-
dependently develop
launch vehicles, propulsion
systems and sophisticated
Earth-observation plat-
forms. The success also
comes at an important stage
as India prepares for in-
creasingly ambitious
space missions, including
the human spaceflight
programme.

For ISRO, the message
from the mission is clear:
setbacks may slow a jour-
ney, but they do not have to
determine its destination.
The once-temperamental
“Naughty Boy” has deliv-
ered when India needed it
most-and in doing so, has
added another powerful
chapter to the country’s
journey towards greater
technological self-reliance
and global space leadership.

Abhinandan quits IAForce, joins private airline
Jan Jan Vichar
New Delhi

Group Captain
Abhinandan Varthaman,
the Indian Air Force fighter
pilot who was awarded the
Vir Chakra for shooting
down a Pakistani F-16 dur-
ing an aerial combat over
the Line of Control in Feb-
ruary 2019, has left the In-
dian Air Force and joined
private regional airline
Fly91, officials familiar with
the development said.

Abhinandan left the IAF
on March 31 and subse-
quently joined Fly91, ac-
cording to the officials.

His decision marks a
major transition for one of
India’s most recognisable
military aviators, whose
name became synonymous

with courage and compo-
sure during the tense India-
Pakistan confrontation of
2019.
The 2019 Aerial Battle

The dramatic dogfight
took place on February 27,
2019, a day after Indian Air
Force Mirage-2000 fighter
jets carried out strikes on

targets in Pakistan’s
Balakot. The strikes fol-
lowed the Pulwama terror
attack of February 14, in
which 40 CRPF personnel
were killed. Abhinandan,
who was then a Wing
Commander, was serving
with a MiG-21 Bison
squadron at Srinagar and

was on operational readi-
ness duty when a large Pa-
kistani fighter aircraft for-
mation was detected ap-
proaching the Line of Con-
trol. He was scrambled
within minutes to intercept
the formation. During the
ensuing aerial engagement,
Abhinandan pursued a re-
treating Pakistani fighter and
shot it down. His own MiG-
21 Bison was subsequently
hit by a missile, forcing him
to eject over territory con-
trolled by Pakistan.

Captured, Then
Returned to India
After ejecting,

Abhinandan was captured
by Pakistani forces. He re-
mained in custody for
nearly 60 hours before Pa-
kistan returned him to In-
dia on March 1, 2019. His

calm demeanour after be-
ing captured, including foot-
age of his interrogation that
emerged at the time, made
him a symbol of military
professionalism and na-
tional resolve.
Vir Chakra for Excep-

tional Courage
Abhinandan was later

awarded the Vir Chakra,
India’s third-highest war-
time gallantry award, for his
actions during the aerial en-
gagement. According to his
official citation published in
the Gazette of India, he en-
gaged Pakistani aircraft de-
spite their numerical and
technological advantage.
His aggressive manoeuvres
disrupted the opposing for-
mation and contributed to
tactical confusion among the
enemy aircraft.
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Meghalaya’s Politi-
cal Crossroads

The political signals emerging from
Shillong and Delhi suggest that
Meghalaya may be heading towards a sig-
nificant realignment, even as all major
players remain cautious about publicly
acknowledging it. Speculation over a
possible shift of UDP legislators to-
wards the BJP has raised important ques-
tions about the future of regional poli-
tics in the state. At present, the NPP-led
government under Chief Minister
Conrad K. Sangma appears numerically

secure. With 33 MLAs in a 60-member
Assembly, its survival does not depend on
the UDP. Yet, the real issue is not whether
the government will fall today, but whether
Meghalaya’s political landscape is gradu-
ally being reshaped ahead of the 2028
Assembly elections. The BJP has every
democratic right to expand its political
base. However, expansion should come
through the mandate of voters, not through
the systematic weakening or absorption of
regional parties and elected representa-
tives. Meghalaya’s regional political
forces have historically played an impor-
tant role in representing the distinct aspi-
rations of the Khasi, Jaintia and Garo Hills.

The growing talk of “political poach-

ing” deserves serious public scrutiny.
Frequent switching of elected represen-
tatives can undermine voters’ trust and
reduce democratic mandates to mere
arithmetic. Political alliances may
change, but democratic principles must
remain constant. If Meghalaya is wit-
nessing the beginning of a larger politi-
cal contest, the people-not backroom
negotiations-must ultimately decide its
direction. The coming months will re-
veal whether the present whispers are
merely political manoeuvring or the be-
ginning of a major transformation. Ei-
ther way, Meghalaya deserves transpar-
ency, accountability and respect for the
people’s mandate.

EDITORIAL

Is India's economy really growing
Jan Jan Vichar
 Pramode Mallik

Days after the Union govern-
ment claimed to have achieved a
GDP growth rate of 7.8% in the
first quarter of the current financial
year, former Finance Secretary
Subhash Chandra Garg contra-
dicted this, claiming that India
clocked just 2.6% growth during
the period. He questioned the sharp
revisions of the earlier estimates
and pointed out that the current-
price GDP figure had fallen from
Rs 86 lakh crore to Rs 80 lakh
crore. With this, many questions
have surfaced. Has consumption
increased or is it recovering? Which
sectors have performed well, push-
ing the growth rate as claimed?
How long can this growth rate con-
tinue amid supply-chain disruption
and increased fuel bills?

According to the data released
by the government agencies, most
of the growth has come from finan-
cial services, IT/professional ser-
vices, and high-end manufacturing
segments like electrical equipment,
transport equipment, and electron-
ics. The Press Information Bureau
(PIB) report says, "Within the sec-
tor, financial, real estate, IT and
professional services recorded
12.1% growth." A PIB chart shows
that electrical equipment registered
a growth of 27%, other transport
equipment 19.5%, computer, elec-
tronic and optical products 12.5%
and machinery and equipment
9.1%. These sectors do not absorb
a large number of workers as they
are highly automated and machine-
based.

Similarly, investment increased
by 11.9% in real terms. While credit
to industry soared by 20.0%, up

from 6.5% in July 2025, credit to
the services sector increased by
22.9%, compared with 10.2% in
July 2025. Besides, there has been
strong capex by the government
and improving private investment
sentiment. In nut shell in can be said
safely that services, manufacturing
and capex are the main pillars of
this growth.

On the other hand, growth in the
agriculture sector slowed down and
fell from 4.4% in FY 2025 to 3.6%
in FY 2026. According to the PIB
data based on the Periodic Labour
Force Survey, about 46.1% of the
country's working population are
dependent on farming, livestock,
forestry, and fishing for employ-
ment. Around 70% of rural house-
holds in India depend primarily on
agriculture for their daily livelihood.
A slowing down of the agriculture
sector, with this background tell a
lot about the growth and expansion
of employment opportunities.
(GDP Growth FY 2026) What
about the job opportunities, the real

and grassroots measurement of
growth? According to the data re-
leased by the Ministry of Statistics
and Programme Implementation,
the unemployment rate for people
aged 15 years and above increased
to a four-quarter high of 5.4% in
April-June 2026. The unemploy-
ment rose in both rural and urban
areas. The data suggest that 56.6
crore people aged 15 years and
above were employed in the coun-
try during April-June. The male-fe-
male divide continued as before,
with about 40.2 crore males and
16.4 crore females being em-
ployed.

The government data also sug-
gest that the unemployment rate
rose from 5.0% a quarter ago, the
highest since April-June 2025,
when it was 5.4%. While the rural
unemployment rate rose to 4.8%
in April-June from 4.3% a quarter
ago, the urban unemployment rate
went up to 6.7% from 6.6% in
January-March. Inflation rates too
do not paint a rosy picture. The

Consumer Price Index (CPI) hov-
ered at 3.93% across the first quar-
ter (April–June) of FY 2026-27.
It worked as follows:

April 2026: 3.48%
May 2026: 3.93%
June 2026: 4.38%
However, inflation remained

within the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI)'s band.   (India GDP Growth
Rate: AI-generated Infographic)

Former Finance Secretary
Subhash Chandra Garg appears to
be right when he says that the cur-
rent-price GDP for 2023-24 has
been revised upward by around Rs
6-6.5 lakh crore in the latest revi-
sion. He also points out that much
of the increase in employment is
concentrated in unpaid work in
family enterprises and agriculture,
which does not represent quality
and well-paid jobs.  Analysts be-
lieve that it will be difficult to main-
tain this growth rate in the time to
come due to supply chain disrup-
tions and increased fuel prices. As
India buys more than 85% of its
fuel needs and about 40% of that
flows through the Strait of Hormuz,
the energy bills are most likely to
go further north. This can increase
the input cost and further squeeze
the profit margins in transport, lo-
gistics, and some manufacturing
sectors, which may delay private
capex and hiring.  However, the
large forex reserves coupled with
better current-account manage-
ment can help absorb some pres-
sure. The service sector is likely to
remain strong; the government is
most likely to increase capex; there
may be credit growth in industries
and services. These may absorb the
oil shock to some extent, but they
are unlikely to boost economic ac-
tivity in the near future.
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Every year, on September
5, classrooms across India
come alive with greetings,
flowers, cultural programmes
and words of gratitude for
teachers. Yet, beyond these
celebrations lies a deeper
truth: a teacher’s influence of-
ten begins in a classroom but
continues throughout a
student’s life.

A good teacher does far
more than complete a sylla-
bus. They teach children to
ask questions, face failure, re-
spect others and, above all,
believe in themselves. Years
after leaving school, students
may forget many textbook les-
sons, but they rarely forget the
teacher who encouraged
them when they needed it
most.

For many, the memory of
a favourite teacher is not
linked to a particular chapter.
It may be a few encouraging
words, a patient explanation
after repeated mistakes, or a
simple gesture that made a
struggling student feel capable.
Sometimes, a single sentence
from a teacher can remain in
a person’s heart for decades.

The Hands That Shape Tomorrow

Every year on
September 5, India
celebrates Teacher’s
Day in honour of Dr.
Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan, one of
the country’s greatest
philosophers, teachers
and statesmen. His
birthday is a reminder
of the lasting influence a
teacher can have on an
individual and on
society.

Born on September
5, 1888, in Tiruttani,
Radhakrishnan rose
from a modest back-
ground to become a distinguished academic, phi-
losopher, India’s first Vice President and the
country’s second President. Yet, despite occupying
the highest constitutional offices, he remained deeply
attached to his identity as a teacher.

The tradition of celebrating September 5 as
Teacher’s Day has a meaningful origin. When his
students and admirers wished to celebrate his birth-
day, Radhakrishnan suggested that the day should

Dr. S. Radhakrishnan: The
Teacher Who Became a President

instead be dedicated to
teachers. His suggestion
turned a personal occasion
into a national celebration
of the teaching profession.

Radhakrishnan believed
that education should
develop not only knowl-
edge but also character,
wisdom and moral respon-
sibility. His ideas remain
relevant in an age when
technology provides
information instantly but
cannot replace human
guidance, compassion and
wisdom.

His remarkable journey
(from professor to President) demonstrates the dignity
and power of education. His life reminds us that
teaching is not simply a profession; it is a responsibility
to shape minds and build character.

On this Teacher’s Day, we remember Dr.
Radhakrishnan and millions of teachers who continue
his legacy. A great teacher may influence a student for
a few years, but the lessons they impart can shape an
entire lifetime.

Teaching is not merely a profession; at
its best, it is a responsibility to shape minds
and character. Teachers influence how young
people understand society, relationships, re-
sponsibility and their own potential.

In an age of smartphones, artificial in-
telligence and unlimited information, the
role of teachers has become even more

More Than a Profession
important. Information is available every-
where. Wisdom is not.

A student can find an answer online
within seconds, but a teacher helps deter-
mine whether that answer is correct, mean-
ingful and useful. Technology can provide
information; a teacher provides context,
encouragement and human connection.

The Teacher
Who Notices

Sometimes a teacher’s
greatest contribution never ap-
pears on a report card. It is no-
ticing the child who has stopped
raising a hand. It is recognising
that poor marks may reflect a
lack of confidence rather than
a lack of ability. It is encourag-
ing the student who believes
success belongs only to others.

Behind countless success-
ful doctors, engineers, artists,
scientists, entrepreneurs, sol-
diers and public servants, there
is often a teacher who saw po-
tential before anyone else did.

Teaching in Changing Times
Today’s teachers face challenges unimaginable to

earlier generations. Social media, misinformation,
rapidly changing technology and shorter attention
spans have transformed the classroom. Yet the es-
sential purpose remains unchanged: to help young
people become thoughtful, capable and responsible
human beings.

The classroom of tomorrow may be powered by
artificial intelligence and digital tools, but no technol-
ogy can completely replace the patience of a teacher
saying, “Try once more. You can do it.”

The Lessons That Stay
Teacher’s Day should be more than a celebra-

tion. It should remind society to value education,
support teachers and give them the dignity and
resources they deserve.


