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While political attention remained
focused on the Opposition’s pro-
tests and parliamentary confronta-
tions, the Union Cabinet chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
cleared a major infrastructure pack-
age aimed at strengthening India’s
rail and road network, reducing lo-
gistics costs and improving indus-
trial connectivity.

The Cabinet approved five ma-
jor rail and highway projects worth
a combined Rs.13,041 crore. Four
railway multitracking projects will
strengthen the high-density
Howrah–Chennai network, while
an 83-km four-lane highway cor-
ridor in Bihar will improve connec-
tivity between Muzaffarpur,
Sitamarhi and Sonbarsa.

The biggest railway project is
the 173-km fourth line between
Kharagpur and Bhadrak (Ranital),
approved at a cost of Rs. 3,352
crore. Passing through West
Midnapore in West Bengal and
Balasore and Bhadrak in Odisha,
the project will include a 564-metre
bridge over the Subarnarekha along
with 41 major and 169 minor
bridges. It is expected to facilitate
faster movement of raw materials
and finished products between ma-
jor steel hubs and the Paradip and

Dhamra ports.
The project is estimated to cre-

ate an additional 13 million tonnes
of annual freight capacity, generate
logistics savings of around Rs. 466
crore a year and create nearly 59
lakh person-days of employment.
It is also projected to reduce car-
bon dioxide emissions by about
20.86 crore kilograms annually.

Another important project is the
75-km Bhadrak–Haridaspur fourth
line, costing Rs.1,583 crore. It will
strengthen the connection between
steel-producing areas and the
Paradip-Dhamra port complex.
The project includes major bridges
over the Baitarani and Brahmani
rivers and is expected to add 29
million tonnes of annual freight ca-
pacity.

The Cabinet has also approved

Rs. 2,229 crore for a 90-km third
and fourth line between
Gummidipundi and Gudur, improv-
ing connectivity among Chennai,
Vijayawada and Renigunta and
strengthening access to Chennai,
Kamarajar and Krishnapatnam
ports.

A further Rs. 2,286 crore has
been sanctioned for a 72-km third
and fourth line between Cuttack
and Paradip. The project will con-
nect Paradip port more efficiently
with the Kalinganagar steel cluster,
Keonjhar’s iron-ore mines and the
Talcher coal belt.

In Bihar, the government has ap-
proved Rs. 3,591 crore for an 83-
km four-lane Muzaffarpur–
Sitamarhi–Sonbarsa NH-22 cor-
ridor under the Hybrid Annuity
Model. The project is expected to

reduce travel time between
Muzaffarpur and Sonbarsa from
around two hours to nearly one
hour. It will include major bridges,
road-over-bridges, underpasses
and a 340-metre bridge over the
Bagmati.

Taken together, these projects
represent more than an expansion
of railway tracks and highways.
They are designed to address one
of the biggest challenges facing
India’s growth story-the cost and ef-
ficiency of moving goods. Better rail
capacity, faster port connectivity,
lower logistics costs and improved
road infrastructure can strengthen
manufacturing, agriculture, exports
and regional economies.

The projects are also expected
to generate substantial employment
while reducing dependence on
road-based freight movement and,
consequently, lowering carbon
emissions.

At a time when India is seeking
to strengthen its position as a glo-
bal manufacturing and logistics hub,
the Cabinet’s infrastructure deci-
sions underline the government’s
emphasis on connectivity-led eco-
nomic growth. The real test, how-
ever, will lie in timely execution,
cost control and ensuring that these
ambitious projects translate into
tangible benefits for industries, busi-
nesses and ordinary citizens.

Modi Cabinet’s Big Infrastructure Push
Jan Jan Vichar
New Delhi

15

Rs. 13,041
Crore for Rail
and Road
Projects to
Boost Freight,
Jobs and
Connectivity

WHEN DIMAAGI NAXAL BECAME A BANNER
A Digital Party Rises To Challenge The Political Narrative

A phrase used by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in his Independence
Day address has triggered
an unexpected wave of
activity on social media.
The term ‘Dimaagi Naxal’
(intellectual Naxal) has
now become the basis for
a satirical digital initiative
calling itself the ‘Dimaagi
Naxal Janata Party’
(DNJP).

The development
comes shortly after the
emergence of the ‘Cock-

Jan Jan Vichar
New Delhi

roach Janata Party’ (CJP)
on social media, which re-
portedly attracted millions
of followers within a short
period. The new digital ini-
tiative is similarly being pre-
sented as a political satire

and a platform for question-
ing those in power.

A Digital Party, Not
a Political Party

The DNJP is not a po-
litical party recognised by
the Election Commission of

India. Its presence is pri-
marily on social media,
where it has reportedly at-
tracted more than one lakh
followers within 24 hours
and crossed two lakh in the
following days.

Its stated slogan is
‘Think, Research, Ques-
tion.’ The initiative says its
central principle is simple:
irrespective of which party
is in power, citizens should
have the freedom to ask
questions.

The platform claims that
it is neither Congress, AAP,
Samajwadi Party nor any
other established political

organisation. It also dis-
tances itself from the ear-
lier Cockroach Janata
Party while saying that
people who question au-
thority should not neces-
sarily consider one an-
other political enemies.

How Did the
Controversy Begin?

In his August 15 ad-
dress from the Red Fort,
Prime Minister Modi re-
ferred to people he de-
scribed as ‘dimaagi
naxal’-those who, ac-
cording to him, may seek
to create social unrest
Continued on Page 16
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When Dimaagi Naxal...
through ideology even after the country has

achieved significant success against armed
Naxalism. The remark quickly became a sub-
ject of political debate and social-media re-
actions. Opposition leaders criticised the ter-
minology, while BJP leaders defended the
Prime Minister's statement. Congress leader
P. Chidambaram and other opposition figures
reacted sharply, while BJP spokesperson
Sudhanshu Trivedi sought to explain whom the
party considers to fall within the description.

The Politics of Viral Labels
The rise of DNJP and CJP highlights a grow-

ing phenomenon in Indian politics: political state-
ments are increasingly being transformed into
digital identities, memes and online campaigns.

The DNJP's online manifesto emphasises
questioning governments regardless of political
affiliation. It says it has no conventional flag, fixed
spokesperson or single public face, presenting
itself instead as a decentralised digital initiative.

Whether such online movements translate
into sustained political influence remains uncer-
tain. But their rapid growth demonstrates the
enormous power of social media to convert a

political phrase into a nationwide conversation.
The real story may not be the ‘party’ itself,

but the changing language of political resistance.
In the digital age, a controversial label can
quickly be turned into a badge of identity, sat-
ire or protest. The emergence of DNJP shows
that young and politically engaged social-me-
dia users are increasingly responding to politi-
cal rhetoric not merely through traditional pro-
tests, but through humour, branding and viral
campaigns. From ‘Cockroach’ to ‘Dimaagi
Naxal’, Indian political discourse appears to
be entering an era where one sentence can cre-
ate an entire digital movement.

The Dhopalia Sarbajonin Durga
Puja Committee has constituted a
new 51-member organising com-
mittee for the 29th edition of its
annual Durga Puja celebrations.
The decision was taken at a gen-
eral meeting held at the premises
of Jyotikuchi Primary School to dis-
cuss preparations for the upcom-
ing festival.

The meeting was chaired by
committee president Munindra
Deka (Moon). General Secretary
Hemanta Bey explained the objec-
tives of the meeting and presented
the income and expenditure state-
ment of last year's celebration.
Members present at the meeting
offered several suggestions aimed
at making this year's festivities more
organised and grand.
New office-bearers appointed

Tarun Kranti Ghosh has been
appointed Executive President,
while Hemanta Bey will continue as
General Secretary and Pankaj

Dhopalia Sarbajonin Durga Puja
Committee Forms New 51-Member Panel

Biswas has been entrusted with the
responsibility of Treasurer.

Union Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal has been appointed as
Chief Patron and former Rajya
Sabha MP Bhubaneswar Kalita
have been appointed Chief Advi-
sor. Guwahati MP Bijuli Kalita
Medhi, Dispur MLA Pradyut
Bordoloi, former West Guwahati
MLA and AMTRON Chairman
Ramendra Narayan Kalita,
Guwahati Municipal Corporation
Mayor Mrigen Sarania, Deputy
Mayor Smita Roy, and Manuram
Tumung have been appointed ad-
visers.

Six-day celebrations
from October 16

The committee said the Durga
Puja celebrations will be held from
October 16 to October 21, fol-
lowed by Sri Sri Lakshmi Puja on
October 25. As part of the 29th-
year celebrations, an All-Assam-

level Aarti Competition will be
organised on October 19
(Ashtami). The winners will receive
cash prizes of Rs. 7,000, Rs. 5,000
and Rs. 3,000 respectively.

Women Dhaki troupe from
West Bengal to perform
A major attraction of this year's

celebrations will be a women's
Dhaki troupe from Maslandapur in
North 24 Parganas, West Bengal,
led by Padma Shri awardee Gokul
Chandra Das.

On October 18 (Saptami), a
special performance titled ‘Mahila
Nagara’ will be presented by
Anamika Kalita of Ghorasapar,
Nalbari district.

The committee has appealed to
devotees and residents to partici-
pate in large numbers in the Durga
Puja and Lakshmi Puja programmes
and extend their cooperation to
make the 29th-year celebrations a
grand success.

Jan Jan Vichar
Guwahati

Six-day Durga Puja from October 16–21
All-Assam Aarti Competition on October 19
Women Dhaki troupe to be major attraction

GUNPOINT
ROBBERY

Guwahati: Security concerns
for jewellery traders have once
again come under the spotlight af-
ter a jewellery shop owner was al-
legedly robbed at gunpoint in Lal
Ganesh, Guwahati, on August 8.
The incident came to light on
Wednesday, nearly 11 days after
the alleged robbery.

According to information avail-
able, the businessman was return-
ing home at around 10.30 pm after
closing his jewellery shop when uni-
dentified assailants allegedly inter-
cepted him near his residence. The
attackers reportedly snatched a
bag he was carrying, which con-
tained cash and gold ornaments
worth several lakh rupees.

The incident took a serious turn
when the assailants allegedly fired
a shot into the air before escaping
with the valuables. The use of a fire-
arm has raised fresh questions over
the safety of traders handling cash
and precious metals in the city.

The Dispur Police are reportedly
investigating the case and have yet
to identify the perpetrators or make
a breakthrough. The exact value of
the stolen cash and jewellery has also
not been officially ascertained.

Assam Agriculture Min-
ister and Guardian Minis-
ter of Karbi Anglong Pijush
Hazarika launched a sharp
attack on the Congress on
Wednesday, accusing the
Opposition party of failing
to protect Kaziranga Na-
tional Park and its iconic
one-horned rhinoceros
during its earlier tenure.

Speaking in Diphu,
Hazarika said the Congress
was now raising questions

over Kaziranga’s protec-
tion despite what he de-
scribed as its poor record
on wildlife conservation.

“The Congress, which
killed rhinos and destroyed
Kaziranga, is now talking
about protecting
Kaziranga,” Hazarika said.

He also took a swipe at
Congress leaders over their
understanding of environ-
mental regulations, question-
ing whether they knew the
distinction between an Eco-
Sensitive Zone and an eco-
nomic-related terminology.

The minister challenged
the Opposition to explain
its past record on rhino con-
servation and questioned
what form of agitation it
proposed to undertake
over the Kaziranga issue.

Hazarika was in Diphu
to attend several official
and agricultural
programmes. He chaired a
review meeting with senior
officials of the Agriculture,
Irrigation and other depart-
ments at the Kazir
Ronghangpi Guest House.

Later, addressing an ag-
riculture industry
programme at Sertalin Au-
ditorium, he highlighted
various government-
backed agricultural loan
schemes and urged farmers
in the hill districts to make

greater use of them to
strengthen livelihoods and
achieve economic self-re-
liance.

The minister announced
that development projects
worth at least Rs. 400 crore
would be undertaken in
Karbi Anglong and West
Karbi Anglong over the
next five years. He further
announced plans to plant
five lakh fruit-bearing sap-
lings annually in each of the
five Assembly constituen-
cies across the two hill dis-
tricts.

Congress Failed Kaziranga : Pijush
Jan Jan Vichar
Diphu
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Jan Jan Vichar
Imphal

Manipur’s demand for a
National Register of Citi-
zens (NRC) before the
Census has moved beyond
an administrative debate,
emerging as a major politi-
cal and social issue with im-
plications for identity, land,
demography and represen-
tation.

Chief Minister Yumnam
Khemchand Singh on
Wednesday reiterated his
government’s support for
conducting the NRC before
the Census, recalling that
the state Assembly had al-
ready passed a resolution
on the issue in 2022. At the
same time, he appealed to
the Meitei, Kuki and Naga
communities to rebuild trust
and warned against blam-
ing an entire community for
the actions of a few indi-
viduals.

The Chief Minister’s re-
marks came as Manipur
witnessed the second day
of a 48-hour general strike
called by the Campaign for
Just and Fair Delimitation
(JFD). Markets remained
closed and educational in-
stitutions shut across sev-
eral valley districts, while
protests, road blockades
and clashes with security
personnel were reported
from multiple locations.

1951 proposed as
NRC base year

The Joint Tribes Coun-
cil Manipur (JTCM) has
demanded that the NRC be
implemented using 1951 as
the base year to identify
bona fide citizens and de-
tect illegal immigrants. It
has also called for postpon-
ing both the Census and de-
limitation exercise until the
NRC process is com-
pleted.

The council cited con-
cerns over alleged contin-
ued influx across the inter-
national border and its pos-
sible impact on the demo-
graphic composition of the
state. According to the

Manipur’s NRC Before
Census Demand Deepens

JTCM, the issue directly
affects the identity, land,
resources and political
rights of indigenous com-
munities.

The United Naga Coun-
cil (UNC) and the Coordi-
nating Committee on
Manipur Integrity
(COCOMI) have similarly
maintained that the NRC
should precede the Census
and delimitation exercise.
The two organisations had
submitted a joint memoran-
dum to the Prime Minister
through the Governor in
May 2024 seeking an NRC
before any Census exer-
cise.

Strike brings normal
life to a standstill
The agitation intensified

on Wednesday. At Khurai
Lamlong Bazar in Imphal
East, protesters blocked
roads and clashed repeat-
edly with security forces. A
security convoy was re-
portedly forced to turn back
after protesters obstructed
its movement, while a youth
sustained injuries.

Protesters also burnt ef-
figies of Chief Minister
Singh and Home Minister
Govindas Konthoujam. In
Thoubal, protesting groups
reportedly disrupted the
functioning of government
offices, while at Porompat,
security personnel pre-
vented protesters from en-
tering the Census office.
Road blockades were also
reported from Nomeibung
Ayangpali, Uripok and Air-
port Lines.

Government offices in
Thoubal, Kakching and
Bishnupur witnessed thin
attendance, although the

impact was reportedly lim-
ited in several hill districts,
including Churachandpur.

Census schedule
adds urgency

The controversy has as-
sumed greater significance
because the self-enumera-
tion phase of Census 2027
in Manipur began on Au-
gust 17 and will continue
until August 31. House-list-
ing and housing census op-
erations are scheduled
from September 1 to 30.

Opponents argue that
conducting the Census be-
fore resolving citizenship
and demographic concerns
could create a population
baseline with long-term con-
sequences for political rep-
resentation and delimita-
tion.

The government, how-
ever, faces a delicate bal-
ancing act: addressing con-
cerns over illegal immigra-
tion and demographic
change without allowing the
issue to deepen ethnic di-
visions in a state already
scarred by prolonged con-
flict.

The larger question
The present confronta-

tion is therefore not merely
about a Census exercise. It
reflects a deeper crisis of
confidence over who be-
longs to Manipur, how its
population should be re-
corded and how future po-
litical representation should
be determined.

Meanwhile, the state
government has indicated
that a delegation of legisla-
tors will travel to New Delhi
to raise the NRC-before-
Census demand with the
Centre.

SC Allows DNA Test in
Matrimonial Dispute

New Delhi: The Supreme Court has ruled that a
child’s DNA paternity test can be ordered in matrimo-
nial disputes, even if the child was born during the mar-
riage, when the test is relevant to the case.

A bench of Justices M.M. Sundresh and Prasanna
B. Varale upheld orders of the Pune Family Court and
Bombay High Court directing a DNA test in a divorce
proceeding. The husband had alleged that he was not
the biological father of the child and sought the test to
support his claim of marital infidelity.

The husband had earlier obtained a private DNA
test, which reportedly indicated that he was not the bio-
logical father. The Supreme Court observed that the
existing DNA report provided sufficient prima facie
material to justify ordering a court-directed test.

The Court rejected the woman’s plea opposing the
test, while noting that DNA testing cannot be ordered
routinely and must be considered in the context of the
facts and issues involved in a matrimonial dispute.

The ruling underlines that the presumption of legiti-
macy of a child does not automatically prevent DNA
testing when biological paternity becomes directly rel-
evant to adjudicating a matrimonial dispute.

Retired General Criticises
Ladakh Tourist’s Behaviour

New Delhi: Retired Lieutenant General D.P.
Pandey has criticised a 25-year-old woman tourist who
was seen arguing with security personnel in Ladakh
after restrictions linked to the Zojila tunnel closure.
Pandey said tourists should respect security person-
nel, who work under difficult conditions to maintain
peace and safety.

He stressed that soldiers and security personnel are
also taxpayers and rejected attempts to blame or insult
them for carrying out security checks. Pandey also said
the incident should not be used to portray the entire
Gen Z generation negatively, describing many young
people as respectful and well-mannered.

The retired officer said he would even be willing to
crowd-fund a month’s salary for the tourist to experi-
ence service in Siachen or a similarly challenging loca-
tion.

The woman later apologised for her behaviour, say-
ing she was frustrated at the time. She expressed re-
spect for the Indian Army and apologised to the Army,
Jammu and Kashmir Police, Ladakh Police, Chief Min-
ister Omar Abdullah and the people of the country.
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‘100% Pure’ : A
Misleading Promise

The latest action by the Food Safety
and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI)
against ‘100% pure,’ ‘100% natural’ and
similar claims on food products is a wel-
come step in protecting consumers from
misleading marketing. The message is
simple but important: a bold claim on a
packet is not necessarily a guarantee of
quality, purity or superiority.

In a market where consumers in-
creasingly seek natural, healthy and
trustworthy food, words such as ‘100%

pure’ carry enormous influence. They can
create an impression of absolute safety
and excellence even when such terminol-
ogy has no specific legal recognition as
an official quality certification under food
safety law. This is precisely where regu-
lation becomes essential.

The decision of several companies to
remove such claims from their packaging,
websites and advertisements demon-
strates that regulatory scrutiny can make
the food industry more accountable. How-
ever, action against a few companies can-
not be the end of the matter. Regular moni-
toring, transparent labelling and strict pen-
alties for repeated violations are equally
necessary.

Consumers, too, have a role to play.
They should not judge a food product
merely by attractive claims on its pack-
aging. Ingredients, nutritional informa-
tion, manufacturing details, licence or
registration information and expiry dates
deserve equal attention.

FSSAI’s initiative should ultimately
lead to a larger culture of truthful food
labelling rather than clever advertising.
Food is directly linked to public health,
and consumers have the right to know
exactly what they are buying.

The principle is clear: purity should
be established by standards and evi-
dence-not by the size of the words
printed on a packet.

EDITORIAL

The National Testing Agency
(NTA) was created in 2018 with
the promise of bringing scientific
rigour, technological sophistication,
and administrative neutrality to
India’s examination system. Eight
years later, it has become a byword
for recurring crises. Every exami-
nation season now carries a sense
of dread. Students approach na-
tional tests not with confidence but
with the fear that a leak, an error, a
cancellation, or a re-test may up-
end months of preparation. The
question confronting the country is
no longer why the NTA fails occa-
sionally, but why it fails with such
disturbing regularity. The answer
lies in a combination of structural
weaknesses, ethical lapses, and a
culture of bureaucratic impunity that
has hollowed out the institution
from within.

The recent sequence of failures
has been particularly damaging. The
cancellation of NEET-UG after a
paper leak affecting more than two
million aspirants, followed by the
withdrawal of the UGC-NET ex-
amination due to factual errors,
mistranslations, and repeated ques-
tions, has shaken public trust. Stu-
dents’ organisations have taken to
the streets, demanding accountabil-
ity and even calling for the NTA’s
dissolution. The government has
responded by removing hundreds of
subject experts, announcing multi-
layered question-paper checks, and
ordering a full audit of NTA pro-
cesses. These steps, though neces-
sary, do not address the deeper
malaise that has made the NTA a
fragile institution incapable of deliv-

Why the NTA keeps failing students
Jan Jan Vichar

Col G. S. Batabyal (Retd)
ering flawless examinations.

At the heart of the problem is a
chronic shortage of permanent
staff. The NTA operates with a
skeletal workforce and outsources
critical functions to private vendors.
Question-paper setting, translation,
proofreading, exam-centre opera-
tions, and even technical infrastruc-
ture are handled by external agen-
cies. This excessive dependence on
outsourcing has created opaque
chains of responsi-
bility. When errors
occur, no one is
clearly accountable.
When leaks happen,
the trail often leads
to intermediaries
outside the NTA’s
direct control.
Outsourcing was
meant to bring flexibility; instead, it
has produced fragmentation and a
diffusion of responsibility that under-
mines the integrity of examinations.

Security failures have com-
pounded the problem. Despite
claims of encrypted transmission,
GPS-tracked logistics, and bio-
metric verification, paper leaks
have become distressingly com-
mon. Investigations into recent
leaks have uncovered organised
networks operating through en-
crypted messaging platforms, sell-
ing access to question papers and
facilitating cheating. The NTA’s se-
curity architecture, impressive on
paper, has repeatedly collapsed in
practice. Each leak erodes public
faith further, and each re-test im-
poses emotional and financial costs
on students who have already en-
dured immense pressure.

Quality control in question-pa-
per setting has been equally defi-

cient. The UGC-NET fiasco re-
vealed glaring errors-incorrect
facts, mistranslations, and repeated
questions across sets. These are
not minor lapses; they reflect sys-
temic negligence. The removal of
hundreds of experts is an implicit
admission that the NTA’s question-
paper ecosystem is broken. The
absence of leadership stability has
worsened matters. After the 2024
NEET controversy, the NTA func-

tioned without a full-
time head for over a
year, leaving the institu-
tion adrift at a time when
it needed firm direction.

Yet the most corro-
sive factor is bureau-
cratic unaccountability.
When examinations col-
lapse, students suffer,

ministers resign, but senior bureau-
crats rarely face consequences.
The recent transfer of the Educa-
tion Secretary following the NET
fiasco is a familiar ritual in Indian
governance. Transfer is presented
as action but is little more than ad-
ministrative theatre. It neither inves-
tigates negligence nor punishes
wrongdoing. It merely relocates
responsibility. In a system where
dismissal is rare and inquiry is slow,
transfer becomes the preferred ges-
ture-visible, convenient, and ulti-
mately meaningless. It is an eye-
wash that protects the powerful
while offering no justice to the mil-
lions of students whose futures de-
pend on these examinations.

The ethical environment sur-
rounding national examinations has
also deteriorated. India’s exam
ecosystem has spawned a parallel
industry of coaching centres, pa-
per-leak syndicates, and corrupt

intermediaries. Investigations into
NEET-UG leaks have revealed
organised criminal networks ex-
ploiting vulnerabilities in the system.
The NTA’s weaknesses have be-
come opportunities for unethical
practices that thrive in the shadows.
Students, meanwhile, are left navi-
gating an extraction machine that
drains their resources while offer-
ing no guarantee of fairness.

If India is to restore trust in its
examination system, reform must
be structural rather than cosmetic.
The NTA needs a permanent,
skilled workforce capable of han-
dling core functions internally.
Outsourcing must be restricted to
non-critical tasks. Security proto-
cols must be redesigned with real-
time audit trails and
compartmentalised paper-setting
teams insulated from external influ-
ence. An independent examination
regulator should be established to
audit processes, investigate failures,
and publish findings. Most impor-
tantly, bureaucratic accountability
must be enforced. Transfers must
give way to measurable conse-
quences. Senior officials respon-
sible for repeated failures must face
inquiry and removal where war-
ranted. Anything less is an insult to
the millions of young Indians whose
futures hinge on these examinations.

The NTA’s repeated failures are
not accidents; they are symptoms
of a structurally flawed, ethically
compromised, and accountability-
averse system. India cannot afford
an examination body that collapses
year after year. Reform must be
deep, urgent, and uncompromising.
Until then, students will continue to
pay the price for a system that re-
fuses to fix itself.
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Partition of Bengal (1905–1911)
and the Swadeshi Movement

ASSEB :: Class X :: Social Science :: History :: Chapter 1

9. Morley-Minto
Reforms, 1909

The Morley-Minto Re-
forms of 1909 introduced
separate electorates for
Muslims. This meant that
Muslim voters could elect
representatives specifically
for Muslim seats. The sys-
tem strengthened the idea
of separate political repre-
sentation and contributed
to the growth of commu-
nal politics in India.
10. Repression of the
Swadeshi Movement

The British government
attempted to suppress the
movement through:-

arrests of nationalist
leaders, restrictions on
public meetings, censor-
ship, police action, re-
strictions on newspapers,
action against students
and political activists.

Despite repression, the
movement strengthened
Indian nationalism.

11. Annulment of the
Partition – 1911

The continued opposi-
tion to the partition even-
tually forced the British
government to reconsider
its decision.

On 12 December
1911, the annulment of the
Partition of Bengal was
announced. Thus, Bengal
was reunited. The capital
of British India was also
shifted from Calcutta to
Delhi in 1911.

Continued from Vol 30

A. Very Short Answer Questions –       1 Mark
1. Who was the Viceroy of India at the time of the Par-
tition of Bengal?
2. In which year was Bengal partitioned?
3. On which date did the Partition of Bengal come into
effect?
4. Who announced the Partition of Bengal?
5. When was the Partition of Bengal announced?
6. What was the capital of Eastern Bengal and Assam?
7. What was the official reason given by the British for
the Partition of Bengal?
8. What was the real political objective behind the Par-
tition of Bengal?
9. What is meant by Swadeshi?
10. What is meant by Boycott?
11. Name two important leaders of the Anti-Partition
Movement.
12. When was the National Council of Education es-
tablished?
13. Who played an important role in the development
of Bengal Chemicals?
14. Who presided over the 1906 Calcutta Session of
the Indian National Congress?
15. When was the All-India Muslim League established?
16. What were the Morley-Minto Reforms?
17. What was introduced by the Morley-Minto Reforms
of 1909?
18. Who painted the famous Bharat Mata?
19. When was the Partition of Bengal annulled?
20. What was the capital of British India before it was
shifted to Delhi?
B. Short Answer Questions –     2/3 Marks

1. Why did the British government decide to partition
Bengal?
2. What were the real objectives behind the Partition of
Bengal?
3. Why was the Partition of Bengal opposed by the
Indian nationalists?
4. What was the Anti-Partition Movement?
5. What is meant by the Swadeshi Movement?
6. Mention three important programmes of the Swadeshi
Movement.
7. What was the significance of the Boycott Movement?
8. How did the Swadeshi Movement promote Indian

Important Dates
Date/Year Event
19 July 1905 Partition of Bengal announced
16 October 1905 Partition came into effect
1905 Swadeshi and Boycott Movement developed
11 March 1906 National Council of Education established
1906 Calcutta Session of Congress; Swaraj adopted as an important goal
1906 All-India Muslim League established
1909 Morley-Minto Reforms
12 December 1911 Partition of Bengal annulled

industries?
9. What was the role of national education in the
Swadeshi Movement?
10. Write a short note on the National Council of Edu-
cation.
11. What role did students play in the Swadeshi Move-
ment?
12. What role did women play in the Swadeshi Move-
ment?
13. What role did literature and art play in the Swadeshi
Movement?
14. What was the contribution of Rabindranath Tagore
to the Swadeshi Movement?
15. Why was the 1906 Calcutta Session of the Con-
gress important?
16. What was the significance of the formation of the
Muslim League in 1906?
17. What were the Morley-Minto Reforms of 1909?
18. What were the effects of the British repression of
the Swadeshi Movement?
19. Why was the Partition of Bengal annulled in 1911?
20. How did the Swadeshi Movement strengthen In-
dian nationalism?
C. Long Answer Questions –        4/5 Marks

1. Discuss the causes and objectives of the Partition of
Bengal in 1905.
2. Describe the Anti-Partition Movement against the
Partition of Bengal.
3. Explain the major programmes of the Swadeshi
Movement.
4. “The Swadeshi Movement was more than a move-
ment to boycott foreign goods.” Explain.
5. Discuss the economic, political and social significance
of the Swadeshi Movement.
6. Explain how the Partition of Bengal strengthened the
Indian nationalist movement.
7. Discuss the role of students, women, literature and
education in the Swadeshi Movement.
8. Explain the importance of national education during
the Swadeshi Movement.
9. Describe the major events from the Partition of Ben-
gal in 1905 to its annulment in 1911.
10. Explain how the British policy of Divide and Rule
contributed to the growth of communal politics in India.

Important Questions

Lord Curzon
Partition of Bengal
Surendranath Banerjee
Anti-Partition Movement

Bipin Chandra Pal
Swadeshi nationalism
Aurobindo Ghosh

Revolutionary/nationalist
activities

Dadabhai Naoroji
1906 Calcutta Congress
Rabindranath Tagore

National unity and
cultural mobilisation

Abanindranath Tagore
Bharat Mata
P. C. Ray

Bengal Chemicals

Persons
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Marwadi Kadhi is one
of Rajasthan’s traditional
dishes, known for its tangy,
spicy and aromatic flavour.
Made with gram flour
(besan), curd and a blend
of whole spices, this simple
dish can bring the authentic
taste of a Rajasthani kitchen
to your dining table.

Ingredients: ¼ cup
besan, 1 cup fresh or
slightly sour curd, About
4 cups water, Salt, tur-
meric and red chilli pow-
der to taste, 1–2 tbsp
ghee,  Mustard seeds,
cumin and fenugreek

seeds,  1 small piece of
cinnamon, 2 cardamoms,
2–3 cloves, 4–5 black
peppercorns and 1 bay
leaf, Green chilli, ginger,
curry leaves and a pinch
of asafoetida

Easy Method : Sieve
the besan and whisk it thor-
oughly with the curd until
the mixture becomes com-
pletely smooth and lump-
free. Add salt, turmeric and
red chilli powder, followed
by about four cups of wa-
ter. Heat ghee in a pan and
add mustard seeds, cumin,
fenugreek and the whole

spices. Once they begin to
crackle, add chopped
green chilli, ginger, curry
leaves and asafoetida.
Sauté briefly on low heat.
Slowly pour in the besan-
curd mixture while stirring
continuously. Keep stirring
until the kadhi comes to a
boil. This prevents the curd
from splitting. Reduce the
heat and simmer for 15–20
minutes, allowing the
flavours to develop and the
kadhi to thicken.

For the finishing touch,
prepare a small tempering
with ghee, cumin, mustard
seeds, dried red chilli and a
pinch of chilli powder. Pour
it over the kadhi and garnish
with fresh coriander.

Serve hot with steamed
rice or roti for an authentic
Rajasthani experience.

On the Nilachal Hill, where the
spiritual atmosphere of Kamakhya
Temple is deeply intertwined with
Assam’s cultural traditions, the an-
nual Devdhwani (Deodhani) Utsav
creates a spectacle unlike any or-
dinary festival. Held in August
alongside the worship of Goddess
Manasa, the festival brings together
faith, ritual, music and a distinctive
tradition of devotional trance. The
official Kamakhya festival calendar
lists Manasa Puja and the
Debaddhani Festival among the
temple’s August observances.

At the heart of the celebration
are the Deodhas-devotees re-
garded within the ritual tradition as
vehicles or mediums of divine
power. As the beats of traditional
drums intensify, the atmosphere
changes dramatically. The ritual
movements become increasingly
energetic, and the performers en-
ter a trance-like state that devotees
associate with the presence of the
deity.

Marwadi Kadhi: A Spicy Taste of
Rajasthan Made with Besan and Curd

Devdhwani Utsav at Kamakhya
Where Faith Finds Its Rhythm

Jan Jan Vichar
Guwahati

The word Devdhwani is com-
monly explained through Deva-the
deity-and Dhvani-sound or utter-
ance. In this sense, the festival rep-
resents the symbolic ‘voice of the
divine’, expressed through the ritual
performer. The tradition is closely
associated with the worship of
Manasa, the serpent goddess, and
reflects the meeting of Shakta wor-
ship with older indigenous ritual tra-
ditions of Assam.

Calling Devdhwani merely a

dance festival would diminish it’s
significance. Scholars describe the
Kamakhya tradition as a form of
ritual or shamanic performance in
which the performer becomes a
medium through whom devotees
perceive divine presence. Histori-
cal accounts also connect the
festival’s development with the long
religious history of Kamakhya and
the worship of Manasa.

The festival generally extends
over three days, corresponding to

the transition from the end of
Shravan to the beginning of
Bhadra. During the celebration,
devotees gather at Kamakhya from
different parts of Assam and be-
yond, turning the temple precincts
into a vibrant centre of religious and
cultural activity.

A living heritage of Assam
What makes Devdhwani par-

ticularly significant is its ability to
preserve a cultural memory that
cannot be confined to scriptures or
temple architecture. It survives
through rhythm, ritual, oral tradition
and human participation.

In an age when many traditional
practices are being reduced to per-
formances for tourists, Devdhwani
remains deeply rooted in its reli-
gious context. Its power lies pre-
cisely in that authenticity-the drums
are not merely music, the move-
ments are not merely choreogra-
phy, and the gathering is not merely
a spectacle.

It is a moment when myth be-
comes movement, faith becomes
rhythm and tradition becomes a liv-
ing experience.


