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Congress MP Gaurav
Gogoi’s sharp criticism of
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah over his reported ab-
sence during much of the
Monsoon Session has trig-
gered a significant debate
about parliamentary ac-
countability. Gogoi ac-
cused Shah of remaining
away from the House for
most of the session and
“waking up” only two days
before its conclusion, par-
ticularly when the Opposi-
tion was demanding an-
swers on issues including
the Jantar Mantar protest
and the NEET contro-
versy.

The language used by

Parliament Must Be a Forum for Answers, Not Avoidance
Jan Jan Vichar
New Delhi

the Congress leader-com-
paring the Home Minister’s
alleged absence to
“Kumbhakarna-like sleep”-
is undoubtedly political
rhetoric. But beneath the
rhetoric lies a serious demo-
cratic question: When the
Opposition seeks answers
on matters of public con-
cern, should the government

not be prepared to respond
directly on the floor of Par-
liament?

According to the report,
Shah later expressed will-
ingness to participate in a
discussion on the NEET-re-
lated protests and asked
Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla to consult the Oppo-
sition regarding the timing.

The government’s position,
as cited in the report, was
that the Public Examinations
(Prevention of Unfair
Means) Amendment Bill,
2026 had already been dis-
cussed and that Opposition
members had not raised the
NEET issue during that de-
bate.

That explanation, how-
ever, does not entirely settle
the larger issue. Parliament
is not merely a place for
passing legislation; it is the
country's principal forum for
questioning the executive.

At the same time, the
Opposition too has a re-
sponsibility. Criticism must
remain issue-based, factual
and constructive. Parlia-
mentary democracy cannot
function if every disagree-

ment becomes a political
confrontation.

The real test, therefore,
is not whether Amit Shah
attended every debate or
whether Gaurav Gogoi's
criticism was politically
sharp. The real test is
whether Parliament re-
mained accessible to ques-
tions, accountable to citi-
zens and capable of pro-
ducing meaningful an-
swers.

India needs a Parlia-
ment where the govern-
ment does not fear ques-
tions and the Opposition
does not fear answers.
Democracy becomes
stronger not when the rul-
ing side avoids criticism,
but when it has the confi-
dence to face it.

The Monsoon Session of Par-
liament has ended, but the questions
surrounding its functioning are likely
to remain. According to the figures
cited in the report, Rajya Sabha
recorded only 39.17% productiv-
ity, while Lok Sabha functioned at
around 19%. The Rajya Sabha
Chairman reportedly said that the
Upper House worked for only 37
hours and 49 minutes.

If Parliament were a classroom
and productivity were its examina-
tion score, these figures would
hardly qualify as satisfactory. But
Parliament is not a classroom, and
its real test is not merely the num-
ber of hours it sits. Its success lies
in how effectively elected represen-
tatives debate legislation, question
the government, raise public griev-
ances and hold the executive ac-
countable. The disturbing question,
therefore, is not simply who is re-
sponsible for the disruption-the gov-
ernment or the Opposition? The
larger question is: who ultimately
pays the price?

Parliament must
remain functional

An Opposition has every right

to protest. It is its constitutional and
political responsibility to question
the government on issues concern-
ing citizens. Whether the issue is the
treatment of protesting students, the
NEET controversy, allegations re-
lating to the Ram Mandir donations,
unemployment, education,
healthcare or any other matter, Par-
liament must provide space for
scrutiny.

But there is a fundamental dif-
ference between protesting inside
Parliament and preventing Parlia-
ment from functioning. If repeated
disruptions result in Question Hour,
Zero Hour and substantive debates
being lost, the Opposition may ac-
tually weaken the very institution

through which it is supposed to
challenge the government.

A powerful question asked on
the floor of Parliament becomes
part of the national record. A slo-
gan shouted during an adjournment
often disappears with the day's
headlines.

The people’s questions that
remained unheard

The figures cited in the report
present a particularly worrying pic-
ture of the Rajya Sabha. Of the
285 starred questions reportedly
scheduled, only 16 could be taken
up. Similarly, of the 380 subjects
intended for Zero Hour and 380
matters listed for Special Men-
tions, only 52 and 93 respectively

could be taken up. Behind every par-
liamentary question, however, there
is usually a real-world concern.

A question about a railway line
may represent an entire region wait-
ing for connectivity. A question
about a hospital may concern thou-
sands of patients. A question about
employment may represent an un-
employed young person. A ques-
tion about agriculture may concern
hundreds of farming families.

When Parliament is disrupted,
it is not merely MPs whose voices
are lost. The voices of their con-
stituents are lost with them.

Government too must
accept responsibility

However, it would be unfair to
place the entire blame on the Op-
position. The government com-
mands the majority, controls the
legislative agenda and has the insti-
tutional responsibility to ensure that
Parliament functions effectively. If
an important issue is generating
public anger, the government's best
response should be engagement,
explanation and debate-not merely
waiting for the controversy to dis-
appear. Even when the Opposition
is unreasonable, the government
must demonstrate

Parliament’s Poor Productivity
Jan Jan Vichar
New Delhi
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political maturity and find ways to bring
the House back to business.

The fact that several Bills were passed
amid disruptions should also concern the gov-
ernment. Passing legislation is not the sole
measure of parliamentary success. Good laws
require informed debate, scrutiny, amend-
ments and the recording of dissent.

If Opposition members have serious ob-
jections to a Bill, Parliament should provide
them an opportunity to place those objec-
tions on record.

Passing Bills is not the same
as parliamentary democracy

The report notes that 12 Bills were passed
during the session. That may be an achieve-
ment from the government's legislative per-
spective, but legislation passed without ad-
equate discussion raises a larger institutional
concern. Whether the subject is examination
reform, tribunal reforms, cooperative institu-
tions, banking evidence or mining and miner-
als, legislation can affect millions of citizens.
The question is not whether Parliament should
pass laws-it must. The question is whether it
should pass them after adequate scrutiny and
meaningful debate.

The referral of the FCRA amendment Bill
to a Joint Committee for detailed examina-
tion demonstrates that parliamentary mecha-
nisms for disagreement and scrutiny already
exist. The challenge is to use these mecha-
nisms more effectively instead of turning ev-
ery disagreement into a confrontation.

No work, no pay’
-a debate worth having?

Another uncomfortable question is whether
there should be stronger accountability for per-
sistent disruption. The principle of “no work,
no pay” is often invoked in public debate. If an
employee deliberately refuses to perform as-
signed duties, questions about remuneration
naturally arise. Parliament, of course, is differ-
ent from an ordinary workplace, and MPs en-
joy special constitutional privileges that protect
legislative functioning and free expression. Yet
those privileges cannot logically mean that elected
representatives have no responsibility toward
the public. Any proposal to link attendance or
disruption with remuneration would need care-
ful constitutional and parliamentary consider-
ation. But the larger principle deserves discus-
sion: should taxpayers continue to bear the full
cost when Parliament repeatedly fails to per-
form its core functions?

The Opposition must also
examine its strategy

The Opposition's strongest weapon is not
disruption; it is argument. If the government is
wrong, expose it with facts. If a policy hurts
citizens, demonstrate its consequences. If a min-
ister has failed, demand an explanation. If a Bill
is defective, propose amendments and record
objections. A functioning Parliament gives the
Opposition something far more valuable than a
street protest: an official national platform. When
the House is adjourned repeatedly, that plat-
form disappears. The Opposition must there-
fore ask itself whether prolonged disruption ac-
tually strengthens its political position or merely
allows the government to claim that it was pre-
vented from conducting legislative business.

The government cannot
escape scrutiny either

The ruling side must also resist the tempta-
tion to treat parliamentary majorities as a sub-

stitute for parliamentary debate. A majority can
pass legislation, but it cannot manufacture pub-
lic confidence. That comes from transparency,
accountability and persuasion. The government
should make every effort to facilitate discus-
sion on contentious issues and respond to le-
gitimate concerns. Important Bills deserve suf-
ficient time for scrutiny. Ministers should be
available to answer questions, and parliamen-
tary committees should be used more exten-
sively. A government confident in its policies
should have no reason to fear questions.
The real report card belongs to both sides

The Monsoon Session should therefore not
become another occasion for the government
and Opposition to exchange accusations. The
Opposition cannot claim democratic virtue
merely because it protests. The government
cannot claim parliamentary success merely
because Bills are passed. Both sides must an-
swer to the people. India's Parliament is not
an arena where one side must defeat the other.
It is an institution where disagreement is sup-
posed to produce better decisions. The people
did not elect MPs merely to raise slogans. Nor
did they elect the government merely to use its
majority. They elected representatives to de-
bate, question, legislate and solve problems.
The productivity figures from this session
should therefore be treated not as a political
weapon but as a warning. If Parliament re-
peatedly becomes dysfunctional, public frus-
tration may eventually turn into something far
more serious than anger at individual MPs-a
loss of faith in the parliamentary process itself.
And that is the one defeat that neither the rul-
ing party nor the Opposition can afford.

The final question is simple: If Parliament is
the voice of the people, who will answer when
that voice is silenced by disruption?

Parliament’s Poor...

The bail hearing of ac-
cused Sandipan Garg and
Amritprabha Mahanta in
the case relating to the
death of  renowned
Assamese singer Zubeen
Garg remained inconclu-
sive before the Gauhati
High Court on Thursday.

The matter was heard
before Justice Anjan Jyoti
Kalita, who fixed Sep-
tember 3 as the next date
of hearing on the separate
bail pleas f iled by
Sandipan Garg and
Amritprabha Mahanta.

During Thursday’s
proceedings, the High

Bail Hearing Inconclusive
Next Hearing on September 3

Zubeen Garg Death Case

Jan Jan Vichar
Guwahati

Court directed that rel-
evant documents pertain-
ing to the case pending
before the fast-track court
be placed before it for
consideration. The direc-
tion is expected to assist
the court in examining the
circumstances and legal
issues arising from the
case while considering the
bail applications.

Sandipan Garg and
Amritprabha Mahanta
have approached the High
Court separately seeking
relief in connection with
the case. Meanwhile, the
court has scheduled Au-
gust 17 for hearing the ap-
plications filed by two
other accused, Siddhartha

Sharma and Shyamkanu
Mahanta.

The proceedings have
attracted considerable pub-
lic attention as the investi-
gation and subsequent le-
gal proceedings in the
Zubeen Garg death case
continue. The separate bail
petitions of the accused are
now being considered by
the High Court, with the
next significant hearing on
the pleas of Sandipan Garg
and Amritprabha Mahanta
scheduled for September 3.

The court’s proceed-
ings and the documents
placed before it are ex-
pected to remain closely
watched as the case
moves forward.

Imphal : Manipur observed Patriots’ Day on Thurs-
day, paying tribute to the heroes who sacrificed their
lives defending the state’s sovereignty during the Anglo-
Manipur War of 1891. Governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla
and Chief Minister Yumnam Khemchand Singh led the
tributes at various memorial sites, including Kangla Uttra
and Shaheed Minar. Ministers, MLAs, senior officials
and security personnel also paid homage to the mar-
tyrs, while a contingent of Manipur Rifles presented a
Guard of Honour.

Governor Bhalla remembered Yuvraj Bir Tikendrajit,
Thangal General and Maharaj Kulachandra, among
other patriots, and said their courage and sacrifice re-
mained an important part of Manipur’s collective
memory. He urged people to preserve the state’s his-
tory, culture and heritage while strengthening peace, unity
and harmony among communities.

Chief Minister Khemchand Singh also recalled the
sacrifices of the 1891 heroes and urged the younger
generation to carry forward their legacy. He highlighted
the achievements of Manipuri sportspersons and other
achievers who have brought recognition to the state at
national and international levels.

Manipur Pays Trib-
ute to Heroes of 1891
Anglo-Manipur War
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PATNA: Students in
688 model schools across
Bihar will soon have access
to teachers online round the
clock, under a new interac-
tive learning initiative being
introduced by the Bihar
School Examination Board
(BSEB). The initiative will

allow students of Classes 9 to 12 to connect with teach-
ers online at any time and seek answers to subject-
related questions. The service will be available 24 hours
a day, seven days a week, and will be provided free of
cost. Students will need to register through the desig-
nated portal or mobile application. After registration,
they can select their class and subject and join live online
sessions. Students will also be able to send questions
to teachers through messages and receive detailed ex-
planations and solutions.

The initiative aims to provide students with quick
answers as well as personalised guidance to improve
their learning. It will enable students to seek teachers’
assistance even after regular school hours, particularly
when they face difficulties while studying at home. The
examination board has directed district education of-
ficers to coordinate with school principals to ensure
effective implementation of the programme.

In Patna, the facility is being introduced in 11 model
schools and PM Shri Bankipur Girls’ Higher Second-
ary School, benefiting students from Classes 9 to 12.
The initiative is being seen as an important step towards
expanding access to academic support through tech-
nology and ensuring that students can receive expert
guidance whenever they need it.

Bihar’s 688 Model
Schools to Offer 24×7

Online Teacher Support

Chamoli (Uttarakhand): A major accident at the
under-construction tunnel of the Vishnugad-Pipalkoti
hydropower project in Chamoli has claimed seven
workers’ lives, while three others remain missing.
Around 28 workers were reportedly trapped after a
sudden surge of water and debris entered the tunnel;
18 were rescued. The incident has raised serious ques-
tions over worker safety and accountability. More
concerningly, the contractor, Hindustan Construction
Company (HCC), reportedly could not provide a clear
count of workers inside the tunnel for several hours.
Initial figures varied between 24 and 28, raising con-
cerns about the adequacy of worker records and emer-
gency preparedness.

The tragedy has also revived memories of the
Silkyara-Barkot tunnel accident in Uttarkashi in No-
vember 2023, when 41 workers were trapped under-
ground for 17 days before a challenging rescue opera-
tion brought them to safety. The Chamoli incident high-
lights the urgent need for strict safety protocols, accu-
rate worker tracking and clear emergency-response
systems at major infrastructure projects. For the fami-
lies waiting for their loved ones, every minute matters-
and accountability cannot be delayed.

Chamoli Tunnel Accident Raises
Serious Safety Questions

Former Punjab Deputy
Chief Minister and
Shiromani Akali Dal presi-
dent Sukhbir Singh Badal
was injured in a knife at-
tack near Takht Sri Hazur
Sahib in Nanded on Thurs-
day morning.

The incident occurred
around 11:30 a.m., when
Badal was on his way to the
gurdwara. According to re-
ports, an attacker ap-
proached him and at-
tempted to stab him with a
sharp-edged weapon. Po-
lice personnel immediately
intervened and overpow-
ered the assailant, but Badal
sustained an injury to his
hand. A police personnel
was also injured during the
incident.

Badal was subsequently

Sukhbir Singh Badal
Attacked in Nanded

Jan Jan Vichar
Nanded

taken to a private hospital
for medical treatment. Po-
lice detained the attacker
and have begun questioning
him to determine the motive
behind the assault.

The incident has raised
serious concerns over se-
curity arrangements around
prominent political and re-
ligious figures, particularly
at a sensitive religious site.
The attack at the gurdwara
premises also raises ques-

tions about how the assail-
ant managed to approach
a former Deputy Chief
Minister despite the pres-
ence of security personnel.

Sukhbir Singh Badal,
son of former Punjab Chief
Minister Parkash Singh
Badal, is a prominent leader
of the Shiromani Akali Dal.
Authorities are investigating
the circumstances surround-
ing the attack and the mo-
tive of the accused.

Signs of a major politi-
cal realignment are emerg-
ing at the Centre, with the
DMK reportedly in talks
to join the NDA and se-
cure representa-
tion in the Union
Cabinet. The
developmen t
could signifi-
cantly alter the
political equa-
tions ahead of
key constitu-
tional and elec-
toral reforms.

According to
reports, final-stage discus-
sions are underway be-
tween the BJP and the
DMK, while a possible
Cabinet expansion could
take place later this month.
The NCP faction led by
Sharad Pawar is also re-
portedly showing signs of
moving closer to the

DMK May Join NDA
Cabinet Expansion Likely

NDA. The possibility of
bringing the Shiromani
Akali Dal back into the al-
liance is also being ex-
plored.

The reported move is
being linked to the
government's efforts to

build wider support for
constitutional amendments
related to delimitation and
the early implementation of
women's reservation.

The DMK, which has
22 Lok Sabha and eight
Rajya Sabha members, is
reportedly seeking two
ministerial positions. The
NCP may seek a ministe-

rial berth for Supriya Sule.
If the reported num-

bers materialise, the NDA
and its allies could have
around 355 members in
the Lok Sabha, just five
short of the two-thirds
mark of 360. In the Rajya

Sabha, the alliance could
reach about 163 members,
only one short of the 164
required.

If these talks succeed,
the political landscape could
witness one of the most sig-
nificant realignments in re-
cent years, potentially put-
ting further pressure on the
Opposition bloc.

Jan Jan Vichar
New Delhi
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FCRA Bill
The decision to refer the Foreign Con-

tributions (Regulation) Amendment Bill,
2026 to a Joint Parliamentary Commit-
tee (JPC) is a welcome and sensible
step. A law governing foreign contribu-
tions must protect national interests and
financial transparency, but it must also
ensure that genuine institutions engaged
in social, educational and charitable
work are not subjected to arbitrary ac-
tion. There is little dispute over the need
for stronger oversight of foreign funds.
The government has a legitimate respon-
sibility to ensure that such money is used

transparently and strictly for lawful pur-
poses. However, regulation must not be-
come a tool for creating fear among
organisations that have maintained a clean
record and genuinely serve society.

The most troubling aspect of the pro-
posed legislation is the provision allow-
ing the government to take over assets or
facilities created with foreign funding
when an organisation loses its FCRA reg-
istration under certain circumstances.
Such sweeping powers, particularly with-
out adequate judicial oversight, could
place institutions at the mercy of execu-
tive discretion. A system in which the ex-
ecutive effectively becomes complainant,
decision-maker and enforcer raises seri-

ous questions of fairness.
Union Home Minister Amit Shah's as-

surance that the legislation will have no
retrospective effect is reassuring. Never-
theless, the JPC must examine the pro-
posed provisions relating to expired reg-
istrations, renewal applications and pos-
sible government takeover of assets. The
objective should be neither to weaken na-
tional security nor to burden genuine in-
stitutions. The committee must strive for
a balanced law—strong enough to prevent
misuse of foreign funds, yet fair enough
to protect legitimate organisations from
unnecessary harassment. Good legislation
is not merely about control; it is about ac-
countability with justice.

EDITORIAL

A trilateral mutual defence agree-
ment was signed between Turkey,
Saudi Arabia and Pakistan in
Mecca. The venue, which has
Islam’s holiest mosque, symbolises
a convergence of three powerful Is-
lamic nations. The mutual defence
clause reflects Article 5 of the Nato
agreement. Though Egypt had
joined the negotiations earlier, it kept
away. Turkey’s foreign minister,
Hakan Fidann, expects it to join
soon. Turkish leaders emphasised
that the agreement was not aimed
at any country and was a purely de-
fensive measure.

Though not a “Middle Eastern
Nato”, some term it the “Islamic
Nato”. Members of Nato had
shared concerns about countering
the Soviet Union and the Warsaw
Pact countries. In fact, their joining
the 2001 US intervention in Afghani-
stan went beyond the original man-
date. Also, Nato countries have a
joint command and control syatem
and a shared nuclear deterrence,
though the US retains the control of
forward-deployed nuclear weap-
ons.  The three Mecca agreement
nations have some, not totally, over-
lapping threat concerns. Turkey has
had differences with Israel. Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
even declared that “our next target
is Turkey”. Consequently, Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
announced that “now you can’t even
touch our hair”. Turkey has berated
Israeli military intrusions into Leba-
non and pressure on the Syrian re-
gime, which Turkey helped install.
Turkey’s relations with Iran have fluc-
tuated. But they share an interest in
containing the aspirations of the

Pak-Saudi-Turkish Pact A Fresh Challenge For India
Jan Jan Vichar
K.C. Singh

Kurdish community which domi-
nates eastern Turkey, the northern
parts of Syria and Iraq as well as
western Iran. Reportedly, Turkey
restrained Israel from employing
Iraqi Kurds for a ground operation
against Iran, co-opting Iran’s
Kurdish minority, at the start of the
US-Israeli war.

 Ironically, the Turkish Ottoman
Empire, after recapturing Diriyah,
the first Saudi state, in 1818, took
the al-Saud family ruler and his sons
prisoner. They were beheaded in
Istanbul, then Constantinople, in
1818. Recent Saudi-Turkish differ-
ences first arose over Turkey sup-
porting the Arab Spring in 2010-11.
Then came the brutal killing of
American journalist Jamal
Khashoggi in the Saudi consulate in
Istanbul. Now the shared threats
eclipse the past differences.

Winning strategies Saudi Arabia
basically perceives a threat from Iran
and its allies like Yemen’s Houthis
and Iraq’s pro-Iran militias. Yemen
has had a truce since 2022, but re-
cently the Houthis targeted Saudi
Arabia’s Aramco oil facility. Regard-
ing Israel, the Saudis have resisted
US pressure to sign the 2020
Abraham Accords and normalise
relations, demanding that Israel must
first present a pathway to a Pales-
tinian state. In fact, the Saudis hur-
riedly signed a mutual defence
agreement with Pakistan in Septem-
ber 2025, days after Israel targeted
Hamas in Qatar, which created a
perception of the US being unable
or unwilling to control Israel target-
ing the GCC countries. However,
the US-Israeli airstrikes on Iran on
February 28 triggered the Iranian
retaliation on US military bases and
assets in the GCC nations. Thus, the
present Mecca agreement covers

Saudi Arabia’s perceived threats
from both Israel and Iran plus its al-
lies. Pakistan presents a different
case. Since independence, it has re-
peatedly tried grabbing the India-
controlled Jammu and Kashmir by
force or multilateral UN intervention
or terrorism-based blackmail. After
1947, while India chose nonalign-
ment during the Cold War, Pakistan
accepted military alliances with the
US and Britain. In 1954, it signed
the mutual defence assistance agree-
ment with the US for obtaining mili-
tary assistance in exchange for an
anti-Communist posture. The new
Air Force aircraft and the Army’s
tanks gave Pakistan a military ad-
vantage over India, which instead
was focused on development and
not strengthening its defence forces.
China militarily defeating India in
1962 and the 1964 death of Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru left the
Indian defence forces demoralised
and under-equipped. Perceiving
Indian vulnerability, Pakistan tried
in 1965 to militarily grab Kashmir,
but failed. The military alliance with
the United States slowly weakened
after Pakistan declined to send
troops to assist America during the
Vietnam War. It eventually col-
lapsed after India won the 1971
war, leading to the creation of
Bangladesh. Pakistan since then
has aligned with China as both
countries want to contain India
while keeping their outstanding dis-
putes alive. In between, Pakistan
again became the military spear-
head of the US-Saudi countering
of the Soviet military intervention
in Afghanistan in 1979. In the new
trilateral arrangement, the Saudis
bring oil wealth and religious stand-
ing; Turks contribute a modern army
and weapons compliant with Nato

standards; and Pakistan represents
the only Islamic nation possessing
nuclear weapons. But the “mutual
defence” commitment has limits.
Iran’s recent targeting of Saudi
Arabia, over the existence of US
military bases on its soil, saw Paki-
stan continuing to play the mediator
without threatening Iran with retali-
ation. Similarly, in Pakistan’s stand-
off with the Afghan Taliban regime,
the Saudis have maintained neutral-
ity, perhaps helping financially or by
military supplies. How does the
Mecca agreement impinge on In-
dian interests? Firstly, the Indian
policy of military retaliation for Pa-
kistan-sponsored terror attacks in
India requires reassessment. The
Iran war has demonstrated the fail-
ure of US airstrikes to intimidate
Iran. The 2025 Operation Sindoor
was an enhanced version of the
2019 Balakot airstrikes. And yet,
Pakistan was not deterred. Saudi
Arabia and Turkey are unlikely to
openly join Pakistan if India under-
takes such an operation again.
Though in the past, Turkey had sup-
plied advanced drones to Pakistan,
both may now openly transfer arms.
But between US President Donald
Trump’s pampering of Pakistan’s
military and civilian leadership,
Pakistan’s Iran war mediation and
now the Mecca agreement, both
the global and the regional diplo-
matic standing of Pakistan has
risen. Closer engagement between
the defence industries of Pakistan
and Turkey, with Saudi financial
backing and Chinese technological
assistance, could present India with
a stronger and economically re-
vived antagonist. Persisting with
non-dialogue with Islamabad, as
even the RSS has argued, is a fairly
poor diplomatic strategy.



Culture/FaithFriday, 14 August 2026 19||

A few kilometres from Agartala,
close to the Bangladesh border, lies
a village that once transformed it-
self into a living canvas. Lankamura,
earlier known as Lankamura
Kapali Para, gradually became fa-
mous as ‘Alpana Gram’, attracting
visitors with its colourful traditional
wall paintings and folk-cultural
identity.

Today, however, the colours
that once gave the village a distinc-
tive place on Tripura’s tourism map
are slowly fading. Along with the
paintings, villagers say, the flow of
tourists and the economic oppor-
tunities that came with them have
also declined.

For more than 150 families liv-
ing in the village, the concern is not
merely about losing a few paintings
on mud walls. The alpana tradition
has become closely linked with their
cultural identity, community partici-
pation and livelihood. Residents
are now appealing to the govern-
ment to revive the village as a cul-
tural and rural tourism destination.

From an ordinary village to
‘Alpana Gram’

The transformation began in
2020 when a folk-culture work-
shop was organised with financial
support from the Government of
India’s Eastern Zonal Cultural Cen-
tre and the initiative of Sanskar
Bharati Tripura.

During the programme, artists
decorated the mud walls of village
homes with traditional alpana de-
signs. The colourful patterns, drawn
from local artistic traditions, gave
the village a completely new ap-
pearance and highlighted the rich
folk heritage of the region.

The initiative soon attracted at-
tention beyond the village. Visitors
from different parts of Tripura and
other states began arriving to see
the distinctive artwork. The village
found a place on the tourism map,
while residents discovered new
possibilities for earning an additional
income.

Local people began selling
handmade products, vegetables,
traditional snacks and other items
to visitors. For many families, tour-
ism became an important supple-
mentary source of income.

A cultural identity that
brought economic hope

According to resident Amrit
Sarkar, the transformation changed
the way people outside the village
viewed Lankamura. He recalled
that the area was earlier known as
Lankamura Kapali Para, but
gradually became recognised as
Alpana Gram. He credited
Sanskar Bharati with playing an
important role in creating the
village’s new cultural identity.

Visitors from different parts of
India and even abroad came to see
the traditional artwork, he said.

The annual three-day Pitha-Puli
festival, organised around Makar
Sankranti, further strengthened the
village’s cultural appeal. The festi-
val offered local families an oppor-
tunity to showcase their traditions
while earning from the sale of pitha,
vegetables, handicrafts and other
local products.

For a village largely dependent
on flower cultivation, vegetable
farming and small businesses, these
opportunities mattered.

When the tourists
stopped coming

The situation, however, has
changed in recent years. Villagers
say tourist footfall has declined con-
siderably, reducing the income they
once earned during festivals and
other busy periods. The enthusi-
asm surrounding the alpana tradi-
tion has also weakened.

Resident Malati Kapali remem-
bers a time when almost every

house participated in decorating the
village during Poush Sankranti. Dur-
ing the Alpana festival, we used to
sell pitha, vegetables and other
products. Many people came, and
we were very happy. Earlier, every
house was decorated with alpana
and everyone participated. But now
fewer tourists visit and our income
has reduced,” she said.

For the residents, the decline in
visitors represents more than a fall
in sales. It threatens the community
spirit that once brought people to-
gether around their traditional art.

Another resident, Arati Sarkar,
said that during the festival season
villagers could earn by selling veg-
etables and other products and by
creating alpana designs. Today, she
said, very few visitors come. She
believes government intervention
could help restore the village’s tour-
ism potential and create economic
benefits for local families.
More than paintings on a wall

What makes Alpana Gram sig-
nificant is that its artwork is not sim-
ply decorative. The paintings rep-
resent the cultural memory of the
community. They connect genera-
tions with local traditions and pro-
vide a visual expression of the
village’s identity. At the same time,
they demonstrate how cultural pres-
ervation can be linked with rural
economic development.

The experience of Lankamura
shows that even a small village can
attract visitors when its local cul-
ture is presented creatively. But

such initiatives require continuous
support, maintenance and promo-
tion if they are to remain sustain-
able.

A call for revival
Villagers are now hoping for

renewed government attention to
the development of Alpana Gram.
They want the cultural initiative to
be revived and the village to re-
ceive greater tourism promotion
and basic facilities capable of at-
tracting visitors throughout the
year. Regular cultural festivals, res-
toration of faded wall paintings,
promotion of local handicrafts and
traditional food, better visitor fa-
cilities and stronger publicity could
help revive the village’s appeal.

The government could also ex-
plore ways of involving local art-
ists, women’s groups and small
entrepreneurs so that tourism gen-
erates direct and sustainable in-
come for the community.

For the people of Alpana
Gram, the fading colours on their
walls carry a larger message. They
represent a tradition that gave their
village recognition and opened a
window of economic opportunity.

If timely steps are taken,
Lankamura can once again become
a vibrant example of how culture,
community participation and rural
tourism can work together. If noth-
ing is done, however, the colours
may disappear one wall at a time-
and with them, a unique chapter of
Tripura’s folk-cultural identity may
slowly fade from public memory.

When the Colours Fade: Tripura’s
‘Alpana Gram’ Seeks a New Lease of Life

Jan Jan Vichar
Agartala
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Melbourne: Indian cin-
ema celebrated one of its
finest performers as Rani
Mukerji was honoured at
the Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne (IFFM) 2026
with a special citation for
Excellence in Acting. The
honour recognises her re-
markable three-decade
journey, memorable perfor-
mances and enduring con-
nection with audiences
across the world.

Rani Mukerji's career
stands out for its remark-
able diversity. From roman-
tic dramas and youthful en-
tertainers to powerful sto-
ries centred on women, she
has repeatedly chosen
characters that demanded
emotional depth, conviction
and courage. Her perfor-

Rani Mukerji: Three Decades of Cinema,
Courage and Characters That Endure

mances have not merely
entertained audiences;
many have challenged so-
cial conventions and
brought complex women
to the centre of the story.

Her impressive body of

work includes acclaimed
films such as Black, Hum
Tum, Yuva, Bunty Aur Babli,
No One Killed Jessica,
Hichki, the Mardaani fran-
chise and Mrs. Chatterjee
vs Norway. Across these
very different roles, Mukerji
has demonstrated an ability
to transform herself while
retaining an unmistakable
screen presence.

Reflecting on the honour,
Mukerji said that she never
imagined as a young actor
that her films and characters
would travel across oceans
and find affection in coun-
tries such as Australia. For
her, the greatest reward of
cinema is the ability to con-
nect people through stories
and emotions that transcend
borders.

Mumbai: As Batwara
1947 arrives in cinemas on
August 14, actress Preity
Zinta has taken audiences
back to the moment when
her journey with the film first
began. Ahead of the re-
lease, she shared a black-
and-white look-test photo-
graph of her character
Hamida, accompanied by
an emotional reflection on
the role.

The photograph cap-
tures Zinta during the early
stage of her transformation
into Hamida. Sharing the
image on social media, the
actress said she wanted to
return to the place “where
everything began” just be-
fore the film reached the-
atres. For her, the look test
was the moment when she
first saw and experienced
Hamida as a character.

Zinta also used a line at-
tributed to the celebrated
Persian poet Rumi to de-
scribe Hamida's spirit: when
everything around appears
dark, one should look again

Preity Zinta Returns to the
Beginning with Batwara 1947

because the light may be
within oneself. The thought
reflects the emotional
strength and resilience as-
sociated with her character
against the backdrop of one
of the most painful chapters
in the subcontinent's history.

Directed by Rajkumar
Santoshi and produced by
Aamir Khan, Batwara
1947 is set against the
backdrop of the Partition of
India in 1947. The film fea-

tures an ensemble cast in-
cluding Sunny Deol, Preity
Zinta, Shabana Azmi, Ali
Fazal and Karan Deol, with
appearances by Aamir
Khan and other prominent
actors.

For Zinta, the film marks
a significant return to the big
screen, while her portrayal
of Hamida places her within
a story shaped by displace-
ment, loss, hope and human
resilience.

Mumbai: Bhojpuri superstar Pawan Singh has
publicly praised actress Amrapali Dubey for express-
ing her desire to adopt a child. His heartfelt message
has touched the actress, who responded with an emo-
tional note thanking him for standing by her as a friend
and source of strength.

The conversation emerged after Amrapali spoke
about her wish to adopt a child on the reality entertain-
ment show Bhojpuri Bawal. Pawan Singh, who affec-
tionately calls her “Pandit Ji,” shared a post praising her
decision. He described adoption as much more than
simply welcoming a child, saying it means embracing an
entire life, and saluted her for the “beautiful decision.”

Amrapali subsequently reposted Pawan Singh's
message on Instagram and expressed her gratitude.
She thanked him and said that having a supportive
family and friends like him gives her confidence that
her decisions will succeed. She also wrote that she
would always remain grateful for their friendship and
for the support that has given her courage.

Pawan Singh
Praises Amrapali


