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Union Health Minister
J.P. Nadda on Wednesday
assured Assam of complete
support from the Centre for
relief and rehabilitation as
devastating floods continue
to affect large parts of the
state. During his visit to
flood-hit areas of Sivasagar
district, Nadda said there
would be ‘no shortage’ of
relief assistance and that the
Union government was
committed to helping af-
fected families rebuild their
lives.

Accompanied by Assam
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma, Nadda vis-
ited Bihubor and Nepali
Khuti, among the worst-af-
fected areas, and interacted
with families who have lost
homes, household belong-
ings, crops, livestock and
sources of livelihood.

Speaking to residents,
Nadda said the Centre was
extending complete financial
assistance to Assam and that
central teams were already

In a rare display of po-
litical appreciation cutting
across sharp ideological
differences, Raijor Dal
president and Sivasagar
MLA Akhil Gogoi praised
Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma for
personally entering severely
flooded areas to assess the
situation on the ground.

Gogoi, one of the stron-
gest critics of the BJP-led
Assam government, ac-
companied the Chief Min-
ister during his visit to
flood-hit parts of Sivasagar.
He described Sarma’s de-

Akhil Gogoi Praises Himanta’s Flood Response
Political Rivalry Takes a Back SeatJan Jan Vichar

Guwahati

cision to walk barefoot
through waist-deep flood-
water as an unprecedented
moment in Assam’s political
history.

Gogoi said the visit al-
lowed the Chief Minister to
see the devastation directly
rather than through a care-
fully managed inspection.
He expressed satisfaction
that he could show Sarma
the actual conditions faced
by residents, without what
he described as ‘red-carpet
arrangements’ or an inspec-
tion from the safety of heavy
machinery.

rounded by deep floodwa-
ter.

While political differ-
ences between Gogoi and
Sarma remain sharp, his
public acknowledgement of
the Chief Minister’s efforts
stands out at a time when
Assam is battling a severe
flood situation across sev-
eral districts.

Sarma has been touring
flood-affected areas of Up-
per Assam, including
Sivasagar and Charaideo,
inspecting relief operations
and interacting with affected
families. Homes, roads, ag-

ricultural fields and liveli-
hoods have suffered exten-
sive damage in the deluge.

The episode also high-
lights an important principle
of disaster management:
political differences can
wait when people are in
distress. What matters first
is reaching affected citi-
zens, understanding their
suffering and ensuring
timely relief and rehabilita-
tion.

Gogoi’s praise may be
politically unusual, but it
sends a powerful mes-
sage-the flood crisis de-
mands cooperation, ac-
countability and action be-
yond party lines.

The Sivasagar MLA said
he personally held the Chief
Minister’s hand and guided
him through the inundated
area towards Phuleshwari
School, which was sur-

Centre Assures Full
Flood Relief Support

Jan Jan Vichar
Sivsagar

assessing the extent of dam-
age. He said the Union gov-
ernment was fully engaged
in relief and rehabilitation
efforts.

The assurance comes at
a critical time for thousands
of flood-affected families
who are now facing the dif-
ficult task of rebuilding their
homes and livelihoods. In
several areas, residents
have been forced to leave
their homes and seek shel-
ter in relief camps or on
higher ground.

The immediate challenge

is no longer limited to res-
cue and relief. Rehabilita-
tion, restoration of liveli-
hoods and rebuilding dam-
aged infrastructure will de-
termine how quickly af-
fected communities recover.

The Assam government
is continuing relief distribu-
tion and damage assessment
across Sivasagar and other
flood-hit districts. Assis-
tance has also been an-
nounced for damaged
houses, crop losses, live-
stock and livelihood resto-
ration.

Ajmal’s
Sharp Attack
on Assam
Government

Barpeta: AIUDF presi-
dent and prominent Assam
politician Badruddin Ajmal
launched a sharp attack on
the BJP-led Assam govern-
ment, urging political lead-
ers to rise above religious
divisions and put humanity
at the centre of public life.
During his visit to Barpeta
district, Ajmal criticised
what he described as at-
tempts to divide people in
the name of religion. He
questioned the continued
political emphasis on
Hindu-Muslim differences
and called upon leaders to
recognise that people’s ba-
sic identity is ultimately hu-
man.

“You will neither be-
come Hindu nor Muslim;
you are the children of hu-
man beings,” Ajmal said,
while questioning when
those making divisive state-
ments would understand
the importance of humanity.

In an unusually aggres-
sive remark, the AIUDF
chief said those promoting
such politics should first
learn to behave like human
beings. He accused them of
being ‘worse than animals’
and urged political leaders
to stop repeatedly invoking
Hindu-Muslim divisions.

Lucknow: The
Samajwadi Party held a
show of strength in
Lucknow on the birth an-
niversary of socialist
leader Janeshwar Mishra.
Addressing a party con-
ference aimed at reach-
ing out to the Brahmin
community, SP chief
Akhilesh Yadav offered a
new interpretation of the
party’s PDA formula,
saying the ‘P’ could also
stand for Pandit.

Yadav said the SP
would seek to unite dif-
ferent social groups
ahead of the 2027 Uttar
Pradesh Assembly elec-
tions and claimed that
political change in the
state was inevitable.

Former minister
Abhishek Mishra also
accused the BJP govern-
ment of carrying out al-
leged fake encounters
targeting Brahmins and
promised an investigation
if the SP returned to
power.

Akhilesh
Redefines
PDA, Says ‘P’
Stands for
Pandit



||Friday, 7 August 2026Assam/North East16

Assam has once again
emerged as a centre of remark-
able biodiversity with the dis-
covery of a new species of un-
derground blind eel in Goalpara
district. The discovery by a team
of Indian and German research-
ers has opened a window into a
mysterious subterranean eco-
system believed to exist beneath
the groundwater aquifers of
Northeast India.

The newly identified species,
named Rakthamichthys anchi, is
a reddish, earthworm-like blind
eel measuring between 25.5 cm
and 31.8 cm in length. It was dis-
covered in wells in a village in
Goalpara and appears to live
permanently underground, away
from sunlight.

The research, published in the
international peer-reviewed
journal Zootaxa, was conducted
by ichthyologists from
Germany’s Senckenberg
Naturhistorische Sammlungen
Dresden and researchers from
Assam Don Bosco University

Seven minor girls from
Assam’s Dhubri district,
rescued from a brick kiln
in Bihar after allegations of
exploitation and abuse,
have finally returned home
after spending several
months in a government
shelter in Saharsa.

The girls were brought
back to Dhubri under
Bihar Police escort and
subsequently handed over
to the Child Welfare Com-
mittee (CWC) after
completion of the required
legal formalities. Officials
said the survivors will now
be placed under the care
of their respective legal
guardians, with child pro-
tection authorities monitor-

Assam’s Hidden World Beneath the Ground
New Blind Eel Species Discovered in Goalpara

Jan Jan Vichar
Goalpara

Scientists Find Rakthamichthys
anchi in Underground Wells,
Pointing to a Previously Un-
known Ecosystem Beneath
Northeast India’s Floodplains

and Dhanamanjuri University,
Imphal.

The name ‘anchi’, meaning
‘red’ in the Garo language, refers
to the species’ distinctive reddish
body. Researchers noted that the
creature apparently has no visible
eyes, an adaptation that reflects its
life in complete darkness.

Genetic analysis indicates a sig-
nificant difference between the
newly discovered species and re-
lated species found in other parts
of India. Researchers have so far
found R. anchi in only two wells
in a single village. The exact loca-
tion has deliberately not been dis-
closed to protect the fragile popu-

lation from disturbance and poten-
tial exploitation.

What makes the discovery
even more significant is that it fol-
lows another extraordinary find-
ing from the same village. Earlier
this year, researchers identified
Gitchak nakana, described as the
first known miniature subterranean
blind fish, from the same locality.

The discovery of two highly un-
usual underground fish species in
one small area suggests that
Goalpara may harbour a rich and
largely unexplored subterranean
ecosystem beneath its alluvial
floodplains.

Scientists say permanent un-

derground life is extremely rare
among fish. Of more than 37,500
described fish species world-
wide, only a little over 300 are
known to have adapted to per-
manent subterranean habitats.

For Assam, the discovery is
more than a scientific curiosity. It
is a reminder that the state’s
biodiversity extends far beyond
its forests, wetlands and rivers.
Even beneath ordinary village
wells, unknown forms of life may
be surviving in ecosystems that
science has only just begun to un-
derstand.

The findings also underline the
urgent need to protect ground-
water habitats and conduct fur-
ther research. Development,
groundwater extraction and en-
vironmental changes could
threaten species that exist only in
highly specialised underground
conditions.

The real significance of the
Goalpara discovery may there-
fore lie not simply in naming an-
other species, but in revealing an
entire hidden world beneath
Assam’s soil-one that could con-
tain many more secrets waiting to
be discovered.

Seven Assam Girls Return Home
After Bihar Brick Kiln Ordeal
Jan Jan Vichar
Dhubri

ing their rehabilitation and
safety.

The girls were among 47
workers from economi-
cally vulnerable families in
Dhubri, including adults
and children, who had trav-
elled to Bihar around five
to six months ago in search
of employment at a brick
kiln in Saharsa district. The
case came to light in April
after workers allegedly com-
plained of confinement,
forced labour, non-payment
of wages and harsh treat-
ment. The allegations also
included serious abuse of
the seven minor girls. Bihar
Police subsequently ar-
rested the alleged kiln owner,
and criminal proceedings
against him and his associ-
ates are continuing under
relevant laws, including pro-

visions of the Protection of
Children from Sexual Of-
fences (POCSO) Act.

The rescue operation
followed an incident in
March in which a woman
worker was allegedly shot
in the leg. Several labourers
managed to escape and
approached local residents
and the police, leading to
intervention by the authori-
ties. While the other res-
cued workers returned to
Dhubri in April, the seven
girls remained in the Bihar
shelter home for medical
care, protection and assis-
tance while the investigation
and statutory procedures
continued. Dhubri child
protection officials said au-
thorities in Assam and Bihar
worked together to com-
plete verification and repa-

triation procedures. Offi-
cials will also conduct regu-
lar home visits to monitor
the girls’ welfare and reha-
bilitation.

The tragedy exposes the
vulnerability of poor families
who migrate in search of
livelihood and can fall prey
to exploitative labour net-
works. For these seven
girls, returning home is only
the beginning. Justice must
follow rescue, and rehabili-
tation must go beyond pa-
perwork. The authorities
must ensure continued pro-
tection, education, counsel-
ling and livelihood support
for their families while bring-
ing all those responsible to
justice. No child should
have to leave home in search
of livelihood only to become
a victim of exploitation.

Tamil Nadu Sets
Aside Rs 1,000
Crore for Gifts

Chennai : The C. Jo-
seph Vijay-led Tamil
Nadu government has al-
located over Rs1,000
crore in its maiden Bud-
get to fulfil election prom-
ises through a range of
welfare gift schemes. Un-
der the ‘Thai Maaman
Thanga Mothiram
Thittam’, every newborn
delivered in a government
hospital will receive a 1-
gram gold ring, with Rs
560 crore earmarked for
the scheme. Another Rs
812 crore has been allo-
cated to provide women
with an 8-gram gold coin
and silk saree at marriage.
The government will also
provide free milch cows
to 10,000 eligible women
annually and offer
subsidised goat and
sheep rearing support to
vulnerable groups.
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TVK MLA MR Pallavi arrives to attend the
presentation of Tamil Nadu government's
maiden budget during the Assembly session, at
Fort St. George in Chennai.

India’s Geographical
Indication (GI) landscape
has witnessed a major ex-
pansion over the past 12
years, with the number of
GI-tagged products cross-

ing 820, Minister of State
for External Affairs Pabitra
Margherita said on
Wednesday.

Speaking at the ‘GI &
Beyond 2.0’ Summit in
New Delhi, Margherita said
India had around 200 GI-
tagged products until 2014,
while more than 600 addi-
tional products have re-
ceived the recognition since
then.

The minister said a GI
tag should not be viewed
merely as an intellectual

India’s GI Map Expands
Rapidly : Margherita

“Over 600 New GI Tags Added in 12 Years”
property certification. Ac-
cording to him, it represents
the identity, cultural heri-
tage, regional uniqueness
and civilisational strength
associated with a particu-
lar product.

GI recognition is par-
ticularly important for India

because many of the
country’s traditional prod-
ucts are closely linked to
specific regions, communi-
ties and generations of in-
digenous knowledge. Such
recognition can help pro-
tect these products from
imitation while giving local
producers greater visibility
in domestic and interna-
tional markets.

The expansion of GI
registrations also presents a
significant economic op-
portunity. Traditional handi-

crafts, agricultural prod-
ucts, textiles, food items
and other region-specific
goods can generate em-
ployment and strengthen
rural economies when they
are effectively marketed
and connected to wider
markets.

However, obtaining a GI
tag should not be treated as
the final achievement. The
real challenge lies in ensur-
ing that the artisan, farmer,
producer and local commu-
nity actually benefit from the
recognition.

Better branding, quality
control, packaging, e-com-
merce access, tourism pro-
motion and international
marketing will be necessary
to convert GI recognition
into sustainable income.

The ‘GI & Beyond 2.0’
Summit focused on increas-
ing the visibility, value and
market potential of India’s
GI-tagged products.

For a country as cultur-
ally diverse as India, every
GI product represents
more than a commercial
commodity-it represents a
story of a place, its people
and its traditions. The next
step must be to ensure that
these stories reach global
markets while the commu-
nities that created them re-
ceive a fair share of the
economic benefits.

Jan Jan Vichar
New Delhi

The Reserve Bank of In-
dia (RBI) kept the repo rate
unchanged at 5.25 per cent
for the third consecutive
policy meeting, opting for
stability amid continuing un-
certainty in global energy
prices, trade and financial
markets.

The Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) unani-
mously decided to maintain

RBI Holds Repo Rate at 5.25% for Third Time
Jan Jan Vichar
New Delhi

the repo rate at 5.25 per
cent and retained its neutral
policy stance, signalling that
the central bank wants flex-
ibility to respond to chang-
ing economic conditions.

The Standing Deposit
Facility rate remains at 5 per
cent, while the Marginal
Standing Facility and bank
rate continue at 5.5 per cent.

RBI Governor Sanjay
Malhotra said the prolonged
crisis in West Asia has cre-
ated uncertainty around

crude oil prices and finan-
cial markets. Persistent trade
concerns, including new tar-
iffs imposed by the United
States, have added another
layer of risk for the Indian
economy. The decision also
comes against the backdrop
of rising retail inflation. Con-
sumer Price Index-based
headline inflation increased
to 4.38 per cent in June,
moving above the RBI’s
medium-term target of 4 per
cent. For ordinary borrow-

ers, however, the rate pause
offers an important measure
of predictability. Existing
floating-rate home and other
loans are less likely to face
an immediate change in bor-
rowing costs, while pro-
spective homebuyers can
plan purchases with greater
certainty. The real estate sec-
tor has welcomed the deci-
sion, saying stable interest
rates could support housing
demand, construction activ-
ity, MSMEs and employ-

ment.
But the RBI faces a deli-

cate balancing act. It must
protect economic growth
without allowing external
shocks—particularly oil
prices and supply disrup-
tions—to push inflation
higher. The message from
the central bank is clear:
India’s economy remains
resilient, but global uncer-
tainties demand caution. For
now, stability has taken pri-
ority over another rate cut.

CJP to Remain Pressure Group
New Delhi: The Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) will

function as a pressure group for the time being, founder
Abhijeet Dipke said ahead of the organisation’s core team
meeting in Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar, Maharashtra. The
meeting will discuss issues including declining public trust
in institutions, unemployment and ethanol-blended fuel.
CJP leaders also plan to continue pressing the govern-
ment to withdraw FIRs registered against students who
participated in the recent protests over the NEET-UG
paper leak and other examination irregularities. CJP
spokesperson Saurav Das said the group would seek
legal and medical assistance for protesters injured during
the agitations. He also confirmed that activist Sonam
Wangchuk would continue as the organisation’s mentor.
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Why an 850-seat Lok Sabha threatens Indian democracy

By-Poll Setbacks
Three Assembly by-election results

may not change the national political
arithmetic, but they can change the po-
litical mood. For the BJP, the defeats in
Bihar’s Bankipur and Madhya Pradesh’s
Datia are not ordinary setbacks. They are
warning signals that a party accustomed
to winning may be beginning to under-
estimate voter dissatisfaction.

The Bankipur defeat is particularly
significant. Losing a seat held by the BJP
for 31 years (and associated with the
party’s national president) is not merely
a statistical loss. It suggests that

organisational strength and past loyalty
cannot indefinitely substitute for perfor-
mance, credibility and local engagement.

Prashant Kishor’s victory for the Jan
Suraaj Party is equally significant. One by-
election does not make a new political
force, but it proves that voters are willing
to experiment when established parties fail
to inspire confidence. Opposition parties
should not dismiss this opportunity. The
BJP also needs to examine the message
from Datia. Candidate selection, faction-
alism and local leadership cannot be treated
as minor organisational issues. Elections
are won on the ground, not in television stu-
dios or social-media campaigns.

More importantly, the party must con-

front growing public questions over gov-
ernance, accountability and administrative
responsiveness. Controversies surround-
ing major institutions and public issues
can accumulate even when they do not im-
mediately produce electoral punishment.

The BJP’s greatest strength has always
been its organisational discipline and
ability to read political signals. This is
precisely why it should take these results
seriously. The danger is not losing three
by-elections. The danger is refusing to
understand why they were lost.

If the BJP mistakes electoral domi-
nance for permanent public approval,
today’s by-poll warning could become
tomorrow’s political reckoning.

EDITORIAL

Jan Jan Vichar
Shashi Tharoor

The government’s seeming de-
termination to proceed with a re-
vised delimitation that drastically in-
creases the size of the Lok Sabha
to 824 or 850 seats marks a disas-
trous watershed in India’s institu-
tional architecture. The underlying
justification offered by the govern-
ment is purely mathematical: The size
of the Lower House cannot remain
frozen at the 543-seat limit estab-
lished in 1972, since when the
nation’s population has more than
doubled. Yet, beneath this seemingly
democratic argument lies a profound
hazard.

Amid all the other major chal-
lenges of the looming delimitation
exercise - notably the severe politi-
cal and federal friction caused by
penalising southern states for suc-
cessful population control, while dis-
proportionately rewarding the north-
ern Hindi heartland for its failures- a
basic question remains unaddressed:
Does it make any sense to have a
legislature so massive and structur-
ally unwieldy? No established de-
mocracy does.

Every mature democratic system
recognises that a Parliament must be
capped at a size that permits genu-
ine legislative scrutiny, cohesive de-
bate, and individual member partici-
pation. By choosing to push the Lok
Sabha towards 850 seats (a size no
other democratic legislature has),
India is charting an anomalous and
dangerous course. Democratic
theory and global practice consis-
tently show that beyond a thresh-
old, a legislature ceases to function
as a deliberative body and deterio-
rates into a chaotic colosseum where
only a select few can speak, while
the rest are reduced to passive spec-
tators, mere numbers on voting ma-

chines.
After all, the United States House

of Representatives was legally
capped at 435 in 1929, when the
United States population stood at
120 million. Today, the American
population has tripled to over 335
million, yet the size of the House re-
mains at 435. Americans recognise
that increasing the number of repre-
sentatives to match population
growth would paralyse the legisla-
tive process. Instead, each member
simply represents a larger number
of voters, relying on robust local
staff, modern communication, and
a highly organised committee sys-
tem to bridge the governance gap.
Indian MPs can do that too.

The realities of an 850-member
Lok Sabha are devastating for indi-
vidual legislators. In a standard par-
liamentary session, time is an un-
yielding, scarce resource. Consider
the daily Question Hour or a stan-
dard legislative debate on a com-
plex bill. If a debate is allocated four
hours, and time is distributed ac-
cording to party strength, at most
15-20 MPs out of 850 will be able
to participate. In practice,
backbenchers and members of
smaller parties will be mostly si-
lenced.

With an oversized Parliament, a
vast majority of MPs will never get
to ask a question, initiate a private
member’s bill, or participate in a
substantive debate during their en-
tire five-year tenure. They will be
transformed into silent placeholders,
raising their hands when the party
commands. This will worsen an al-
ready distressing trend in Indian gov-
ernance: The shrinking role (and
systemic degradation) of Parliament.
In recent years, the number of days
Parliament meets annually has
steadily declined, bills have been
passed via voice vote within min-

utes without standing committee
scrutiny, and the Opposition is fre-
quently sidelined. Flooding the
chamber with hundreds of addi-
tional members will accelerate this
marginalisation, burying quality un-
der the sheer weight of quantity.

An oversized legislature where
the vast majority of members have
no voice suits an executive that pre-
fers compliance over scrutiny. When
a Parliament becomes too large to
debate, it naturally cedes its over-
sight power to the executive cabi-
net. The individual lawmaker loses
leverage, and the House is reduced
to a notice-board and a rubber-
stamp.

This structural transformation
bears an ominous resemblance to the
authoritarian legislative model in
Beijing or Pyongyang. Specifically,
an 850-seat Lok Sabha risks be-
coming a desi version of the Chi-
nese People’s Political Consultative
Conference or the North Korean
Supreme People’s Assembly -
enormous, unwieldy bodies de-
signed to look grand, representative,
and pluralistic, but reduced to ap-
plauding set speeches by the Great
Leader. Their sheer size guarantees
they cannot engage in real legisla-
tive negotiation or challenge the rul-
ing executive. They exist to perform
consensus, not to build it through
debate. If India builds a massive leg-
islature where MPs are stripped of
their voices due to the arithmetic of
time constraints, it will have success-
fully hollowed out its democracy, re-
placing a vibrant deliberative body
with a performative pageant. Far
better to save the extra expenditure
on salaries, accommodation, travel
and pensions for 300 more MPs and
instead build a serious office build-
ing for the existing MPs near Parlia-
ment, as every other democracy
provides its legislators.

The government’s primary de-
fence - that a single MP cannot ef-
fectively represent two to three mil-
lion citizens - is a fallacy that misin-
terprets the role of a national law-
maker. An MP’s constitutional duty
is national legislation, foreign policy,
macroeconomic governance, and
holding the Union executive ac-
countable. They are not municipal
councillors or MLAs. If India es-
tablished a sharp, institutional de-
marcation between the roles of
Members of Legislative Assemblies
(MLAs) and Members of Parlia-
ment (MPs), a smaller, focused
group of MPs could easily repre-
sent large constituencies. Local
grievances, municipal infrastructure,
and civic amenities fall squarely
within the domain of state legisla-
tures and local panchayats or mu-
nicipal corporations under the 73rd
and 74th Amendments; as popula-
tion increases, expand the number
of MLAs! If local governance
frameworks are empowered, the
local citizen does not need to look
to an MP for everyday civic needs.
By keeping the Lok Sabha compact
and focused on national governance,
and leaving localised representation
to state and municipal levels, India
could maintain a highly efficient, ef-
fective, and truly participative fed-
eral structure, without ruining the
functionality of Parliament.

The proposal to expand the Lok
Sabha to 850 would create a House
that is not a forum for governance but
an echo chamber for the government.
As we contemplate the future of our
democracy, we must realise that true
representation lies in the quality of
debate, the rigour of legislative com-
mittee scrutiny, and the empower-
ment of local levels of government -
not in creating an unwieldy mega-
chamber that replaces democratic
discourse with empty theatre.
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1. Background of the
Partition of Bengal
At the beginning of the

twentieth century, the In-
dian national movement
was becoming stronger.
People were increasingly
demanding freedom from
British rule. Bengal was
one of the most important
centres of nationalism.
Newspapers, students, in-
tellectuals and political
organisations were actively
spreading nationalist ideas.

At this time, Lord
Curzon was the Viceroy of
India. In 1905, his govern-
ment decided to divide the
large province of Bengal.

The British government
gave an administrative rea-
son for the partition. It ar-
gued that Bengal was too
large to administer effi-
ciently. However, Indian
nationalists believed that
the real purpose was to
weaken the nationalist
movement and divide In-
dians.

This policy was com-
monly understood as ‘Di-
vide and Rule’.

2. Partition of
Bengal -1905

The Partition of Bengal
came into effect on 16
October 1905.

Bengal was divided
mainly into: Eastern Ben-
gal and Assam, with Dacca
as its capital. The remain-
ing part of Bengal, with
Calcutta as its capital.

The partition created
widespread anger among
Indians.

People believed that the
British were deliberately
creating divisions between
different communities, par-
ticularly between Hindus
and Muslims, to weaken
Indian unity.

Therefore, the partition
became an important turn-
ing point in the Indian free-
dom movement.

3. Beginning of the
Swadeshi Movement

The strongest response
to the partition was the
Swadeshi Movement. The
word Swadeshi means ‘of
one's own country.’

The basic idea was:

Use Indian goods and
boycott foreign goods.

People stopped buying
British-made products, espe-
cially foreign cloth. They en-
couraged Indian industries,
handicrafts, handlooms and
locally produced goods.

The boycott became a
powerful political weapon be-
cause it directly affected Brit-
ish economic interests.
People organised:

Public meetings
Processions
Boycott campaigns
Demonstrations
Bonfires of foreign cloth
Picketing of shops selling

foreign goods
The movement gradually

spread beyond Bengal and
helped strengthen Indian na-
tionalism.

4. Role of Students
and Women

The Swadeshi Movement
was not restricted to political
leaders. Students actively

participated in demonstra-
tions, boycotts and nation-
alist activities. Many stu-
dents left government-con-
trolled educational institu-
tions and joined national
educational institutions.

Women also began par-
ticipating more actively in
public political activities.
They joined meetings, pro-
cessions and campaigns
encouraging the use of
Swadeshi products.

This was important be-
cause nationalism was
gradually becoming a
movement involving ordi-
nary people rather than only
political leaders.
5. National Education

The Swadeshi leaders
believed that British-con-
trolled education was not
sufficient for creating patri-
otic citizens. Therefore,
they promoted national
education. The National
Council of Education was
established in 1906. The

aim was to provide
education that would:

Develop patrio-
tism.

Encourage scien-
tific and technical
knowledge.

Promote Indian
culture.

Create self-confi-
dence among stu-
dents.

Reduce depen-
dence on British
educational institu-
tions.

National schools
and colleges were
established in dif-
ferent places.

6. National Litera-
ture and Culture
Literature, songs,

poems and newspa-
pers became important
tools of the nationalist
movement. Writers
and poets used their
work to inspire people
to love their country

and oppose foreign rule.
Rabindranath Tagore

played an important role in
promoting unity during the
anti-partition movement.

On 16 October 1905,
the day the partition came
into effect, people ob-
served Raksha Bandhan as
a symbol of unity and
brotherhood.

Songs and patriotic
writings helped create a
feeling that Indians be-
longed to one nation.

7. Rise of National
Industries

Another important re-
sult of the Swadeshi
Movement was the growth
of Indian industries.

People understood that
political freedom would be
difficult without economic
strength. Therefore, Indi-
ans encouraged:

Indian textile industries
Handloom
Cottage industries
Soap and other local
products
Indigenous businesses
The movement encour-

aged people to become
economically self-reliant.

Thus, Swadeshi was
not only a political move-
ment but also an economic
movement.

8. Formation of the
Muslim League

During this period, an-
other important political
development took place.
The All-India Muslim
League was established in
1906 at Dacca. The
organisation initially aimed
to protect the political in-
terests of Muslims. The
British government en-
couraged separate political
identities among communi-
ties, which contributed to
the growth of communal
politics.

The formation of the
Muslim League became an
important development in
the later history of Indian
nationalism.

to be continued...
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Paintings are usually
meant to be seen. But
in Rajasthan, there is a
remarkable tradition
where paintings are not
merely displayed-they
are sung, narrated and
performed.

Known as Phad
painting, this centuries-
old folk art is tradition-
ally created on long
pieces of cloth and
depicts the stories of
Rajasthan’s folk dei-
ties. Among its most
celebrated forms is the
Pabuji Phad, associ-
ated with the legendary
folk hero and deity
Pabuji. The tradition
has survived for nearly
700 years and contin-
ues to connect art,
music, faith and
storytelling.

When Paintings Come Alive in Song
Rajasthan’s 700-Year-Old Pabuji Phad TraditionJan Jan Vichar

Cultural Desk

ally, the long painted cloth was rolled up
and opened during performances, reveal-
ing different scenes of a larger story.

The paintings use bold colours and de-
tailed figures to portray battles, journeys,
heroic deeds, religious episodes and sto-
ries of legendary characters.

Phad painting is traditionally associated
with the Mewar region, particularly
Bhilwara and Shahpura. Unlike paintings
made on canvas or paper, Phad is created
on specially prepared cotton or khadi cloth.

The word Phad is associated with the
idea of unfolding or opening. Tradition-

A Painting That Tells a Story

The most fascinating
part of the Phad tradition
is what happens after the
painting is completed.

Traditionally, village
priest-storytellers known
as Bhopas, accompanied
by female performers
called Bhopis, would
travel with the Phad. Af-

From Painting to Performance
ter sunset, the painted
scroll would be ceremoni-
ally unfolded. The Bhopa
would then narrate and
sing the story depicted in
the painting, often ac-
companied by the
ravanhatha, a traditional
string instrument.

The performance was

not simply entertainment.
It was considered a form
of devotion and a way of
invoking the deity whose
story was being narrated.

For generations, these
performances also
served as a means of pre-
serving history, folklore
and cultural memory in

communities where sto-
ries were passed from one
generation to another
through oral traditions.

The Story
of Pabuji

Pabuji
is one of
Rajasthan’s
most re-
vered folk
h e r o e s .
He is par-
ticularly

worshipped by the
Rabari community of
Rajasthan and Gujarat,
who regard him as a
protector of their cattle
and camels.

According to popu-
lar belief, Pabuji was a
brave Rajput warrior
who sacrificed his life
while protecting cattle.
Folk traditions also as-
sociate him with an in-
carnation of Lakshmana,
the younger brother of
Lord Rama.

His heroic life forms
the central subject of the
Pabuji Phad, with differ-
ent scenes portraying his
adventures, battles and
devotion to protecting
his people and animals.

A Living Heritage
Phad painting is more than an artistic style.

It represents a complete cultural tradition in
which painting becomes storytelling, storytelling
becomes music, and music becomes devotion.

While Pabuji remains central to the tradi-
tion, contemporary Phad
artists have also begun
depicting stories from
the Ramayana,
Mahabharata and
Panchatantra, allowing
the art form to reach new
generations.

In an age dominated
by digital entertainment

and rapidly changing lifestyles, Rajasthan’s Phad
tradition reminds us that a painting can do much
more than decorate a wall-it can preserve a
community’s memories, beliefs and stories, and
bring them alive through the human voice.

How Is a Phad
Made?

Creating a Phad is itself an elabo-
rate artistic process. A piece of cot-
ton or khadi cloth is carefully pre-
pared with a starch-like paste made
from rice or flour. Once the sur-
face becomes suitable for paint-
ing, artists begin creating intricate
figures and scenes.

Traditional Phad artists have
historically relied on natural and
plant-based colours. Strong reds,
yellows, greens, blacks and other
earthy shades give the paintings
their distinctive visual character.

The composition is generally
crowded with figures, yet each char-
acter and scene has a specific place
in the larger narrative.


