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Jan Jan Vichar
New Delhi

India's space
programme has entered a
new phase of both oppor-
tunity and challenge. While
the country's rapidly ex-
panding private space sec-
tor is attracting record in-
vestments and global atten-
tion, the Indian Space Re-
search Organisation
(ISRO) is facing an unprec-
edented wave of resigna-
tions from experienced sci-
entists, prompting the Gov-
ernment of India to intro-
duce stricter rules govern-
ing resignations from key
strategic projects.

According to official fig-
ures and reports, more than
120 scientists have resigned
from ISRO in recent years,
with a significant number
coming from premier cen-
tres involved in critical na-
tional missions. Among
those who left are several
senior scientists associated
with landmark projects such
as Chandrayaan-3,
Gaganyaan, and India's
heavy-lift launch vehicle
programme.

The resignations come at
a time when ISRO is pre-
paring for some of its most
ambitious missions, includ-
ing the country's first human
spaceflight under the

ISRO Faces Talent Exodus as Private Space Boom Reshapes India's Space Race

Over 120 Scientists Resigned
Government Tightens Exit Rules

Gaganyaan Mission, ad-
vanced satellite launches,
and future deep-space ex-
ploration programmes.

The transformation of
India's space ecosystem af-
ter the 2020 space sector
reforms has created hun-
dreds of new employment
opportunities for aerospace
engineers and scientists.

Hundreds of millions of
dollars have been invested
in Indian space technology.

Companies such as
Skyroot Aerospace,
Agnikul Cosmos, Pixxel,
Digantara, and several oth-
ers are developing launch
vehicles, satellites, propul-
sion systems, and space-
based applications.

These firms are offering-
Higher salaries, Faster ca-
reer growth, Greater re-

search flexibility, Faster de-
cision-making and innova-
tion.

Industry experts believe
this has created intense
competition for highly
skilled aerospace profes-
sionals who were once al-
most exclusively employed
by ISRO.

The resignations coincide
with delays in several impor-
tant ISRO missions, includ-
ing Gaganyaan test missions,
SSLV launch schedule,
GSLV missions, Industry-
built PSLV missions.

Experts point to longer
approval processes, cen-
tralized decision-making,
and increasing administra-
tive delays as factors affect-
ing project timelines.

Government Moves to
Protect Strategic Projects

Recognising the impor-
tance of retaining experi-
enced scientists, the De-
partment of Space has is-
sued fresh guidelines.

Under the new policy-
Scientists associated with
strategic national missions
such as Gaganyaan will no
longer receive routine ap-
proval for resignations.

Every resignation from
critical projects will require
clearance from the Depart-
ment of Space.

The government has ex-
pressed concern that the
departure of experienced
personnel could affect na-
tional programmes involving
years of specialised exper-
tise.

Space policy experts
believe ISRO may need to
modernise its workforce
structure by adopting a hy-
brid employment model
similar to international space
agencies.

Suggested reforms in-
clude:- Project-based re-
cruitment, Greater collabo-
ration with industry, Com-
petitive compensation,
Flexible research opportu-
nities, Stronger talent reten-
tion programmes.

Such measures, experts
argue, would allow ISRO to
retain institutional knowl-
edge while benefiting from
the rapidly expanding pri-

vate ecosystem.
The rapid growth of

India's private space indus-
try reflects the success of
recent policy reforms and
positions the country as a
major global space power.
However, the migration of
experienced scientists from
ISRO to private companies
has also exposed the need
for balancing innovation with
national strategic interests.

For decades, ISRO was
the primary destination for
India's brightest aerospace
minds. Today, it has be-
come the anchor of a much
larger space ecosystem
where government agencies
and private enterprises com-
pete for the same talent.

The challenge before In-
dia is no longer limited to
launching rockets-it is
equally about retaining the
scientific talent that makes
those missions possible.

India's space ambitions
are entering a defining de-
cade. The rise of private
space companies is a wel-
come sign of technological
maturity, but safeguarding
national expertise remains
equally critical. Striking the
right balance between pub-
lic research institutions and
private innovation will de-
termine whether India can
sustain its momentum as a
leading global space power.

Private Space Sector Emerges as
Major Attraction
Within 5 years more than 400 pri-
vate space startups have emerged.

In a remarkable example of
Assam's growing commitment to
wildlife conservation, the Assam
Forest Department successfully
rescued a rare Himalayan Mole
(Euroscaptor micrurus) after it was
swept away by the strong currents

Rare Himalayan Mole Rescued in Manas
Forest Department
Saves Endangered
Mammal Swept Away by
Manas River, CM
Praises Frontline Staff

Jan Jan Vichar
Guwahati

of the Manas River and safely re-
leased it back into its natural habitat
inside Manas National Park.

The rescue operation, carried

out by alert frontline forest person-
nel, has been widely appreciated by
conservationists and wildlife enthu-
siasts. The endangered mammal,

native to the Himalayan region and
rarely seen in the wild, was care-
fully tracked, rescued, medically
examined, and released into a se-
cure forest habitat, ensuring its
survival.

Chief Minister Dr. Himanta
Biswa Sarma lauded the dedica-
tion and professionalism of the

Continued on page 16

"The greatest investment
a society can make is in
education, innovation and
the values of humanity."
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 Forest Department staff. Sharing the suc-
cessful rescue on social media, the Chief Min-
ister described the operation as another ex-
ample of Assam's unwavering commitment to
protecting its rich biodiversity and preserving
every species that inhabits the state's forests.

Rare Species, Timely Rescue : The Hi-
malayan Mole is an elusive, burrowing mam-
mal found primarily in the Himalayan ecosys-
tem. Its appearance in the floodwaters of the
Manas River is believed to have resulted from
strong river currents and changing monsoon
conditions. Forest officials acted swiftly after
receiving information about the displaced ani-
mal. Their prompt response ensured the mole

suffered no major injuries before being released
into its natural environment within the protected
landscape of Manas National Park.
Manas: A Global Conservation Success Story

The successful rescue once again highlights
the ecological significance of Manas National
Park, a UNESCO World Heritage Site re-
nowned for its exceptional biodiversity. The park
shelters several endangered species, including
the Bengal tiger, Indian elephant, one-horned
rhinoceros, pygmy hog, golden langur, clouded
leopard, and numerous rare birds and mammals.

Wildlife experts believe such rescue opera-
tions demonstrate the increasing efficiency of
Assam's forest protection network and its abil-
ity to respond quickly during the monsoon sea-
son, when floods often displace wild animals
from their natural habitats.

Continued from page 15

Rare Himalayan Mole Rescued...
Strengthening Assam's Green Legacy

Over the past few years, Assam has inten-
sified wildlife conservation through anti-poach-
ing initiatives, habitat restoration, scientific
monitoring, and rapid rescue operations. The
successful rehabilitation of the Himalayan Mole
adds another milestone to these efforts and
reflects the dedication of forest frontline staff
working in challenging conditions.

The rescue of the rare Himalayan Mole is
more than a wildlife success story-it is a reminder
that conservation begins with protecting even
the smallest and least visible creatures. As cli-
mate change and extreme weather increasingly
threaten fragile ecosystems, Assam's swift re-
sponse demonstrates how committed conser-
vation efforts can safeguard the state's extraor-
dinary natural heritage for future generations.

Eight Islamic organisations
announce break with Congress
SEEK LAND RIGHTS UNDER BASUNDHARA

Jan Jan Vichar
Guwahati

In a development with
potentially far-reaching po-
litical implications, a coali-
tion of eight Islamic
organisations in Assam an-
nounced that it was sever-
ing ties with the Congress,
while extending support to
the BJP's development
agenda and urging the State
Government to bring eli-
gible poor and landless
Muslims under the Mission
Basundhara land settlement
scheme.

Addressing a joint press
conference, the
organisations welcomed
Chief Minister Dr. Himanta
Biswa Sarma's recent as-
surance in the Assembly
that eligible Indian Muslims
could be considered under
the flagship land rights
programme. They de-
manded a comprehensive
survey of the char-chapori
areas and the issuance of
land pattas to genuine ben-

eficiaries.
The coalition accused the

Congress of failing to raise
the issue of land rights for
poor Muslims, claiming that
apart from Dalgaon MLA
Majibur Rahman, no party
legislator had seriously pur-
sued the matter. It also
criticised Congress MP
Rakibul Hussain, alleging
that he had failed to effec-
tively represent the concerns
of Assamese Muslims after
being elected to Parliament.

Declaring a symbolic
‘three talaq’ to the Con-
gress, the organisations said
development, welfare and
land security had become

the priorities of Assamese
Muslims over traditional
political loyalties. They fur-
ther claimed they would
work to ensure a decisive
BJP victory in the forthcom-
ing Nagaon Lok Sabha by-
election, asserting that vot-
ers were increasingly back-
ing development-oriented
politics.

While the State Govern-
ment has yet to formally re-
spond to the organisations'
latest appeal, the develop-
ment has already sparked
widespread discussion over
changing political priorities
among sections of
Assamese Muslims.

Organisations in the Joint Forum
The united platform comprises:
All Assam Ahle Sunnat Madrassa Education Board
Ulama Council (BTC)
As-Sunnah Trust
Rashtriya Ulama Council,
Assam Islamic Research Center
Jamat Ulama Sunni Assam
Anjomane Tanzime Millat, Assam
Hedayat Islam, Assam

NEWS IN BRIEF

Two Youths Detained
Guwahati : Dispur Police detained two youths-

Nakul Mili of Dibrugarh and Gaurav Singh of Guwahati-
for allegedly painting a portrait of activist Sonam
Wangchuk on a public wall near Jyoti Bishnu Bhawan
without official permission. An FIR (Case No. 524/26)
has been registered, and legal proceedings have begun.
A separate case has also been registered over unau-
thorized paintings beneath the Basistha Flyover, with
authorities warning of strict action against defacement
of public property.

AI-Morphed Photos of Students
Nagaon: Tension gripped Samaguri in Assam's

Nagaon district after AI-generated morphed photo-
graphs of students and teachers from Alhaj Nurul
Hussain High School were allegedly circulated on so-
cial media. Police have detained the accused, identified
as Riajul, after local residents confronted him and
handed him over to authorities. Investigators are exam-
ining his digital devices and social media accounts to
determine the extent of the circulation and identify other
possible victims. The incident has sparked fresh con-
cerns over the misuse of artificial intelligence to create
objectionable content, particularly targeting students and
educational institutions.

20 Cattle Die
Tinsukia: At least 20 cattle have died and several

others remain critical at a gaushala in Assam's Tinsukia
district, with veterinary experts suspecting food poison-
ing as the likely cause. The shelter, which houses over
300 cattle, believes the animals fell ill after consuming
puffed rice (muri) collected from Tinsukia Siding Mar-
ket, raising fears of contaminated feed. Preliminary vet-
erinary findings point to food poisoning, though labora-
tory tests are awaited to determine whether the con-
tamination was accidental or deliberate. The gaushala
management has demanded a fair and thorough investi-
gation into the incident.

Youth Dies En Route to Kerala
Jorhat:  A 32-year-old man from Majuli, Abhijit

Sonowal, died under mysterious circumstances in
Kakinada, Andhra Pradesh, while travelling to Kerala
in search of work. His family has alleged foul play and
demanded a thorough investigation. The incident has
renewed concerns over the safety of Assamese migrant
workers.
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Speaker Recognises Six Rebel
MPs in Shinde Camp

New Delhi : In a major political setback for
Uddhav Thackeray, Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
has recognised six rebel Shiv Sena (UBT) MPs who
joined the Eknath Shinde-led Shiv Sena. With the
recognition, the MPs will continue as Lok Sabha
members under the anti-defection law, having secured
the required two-thirds strength. The move raises the
Shinde faction's strength in the Lok Sabha to 13
MPs, while the Uddhav Thackeray camp is left with
three MPs.

Kakoli Ghosh Recognised as
NCPI Chief Whip

New Delhi : Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla has
approved separate seating for 20 MPs who broke
away from the Trinamool Congress (TMC) to join the
National Citizens Party of India (NCPI). The
Speaker has also recognised Dr. Kakoli Ghosh
Dastidar as the party's Chief Whip.

Woman Held for Plotting
Husband's Murder with Snake

Meerut: Police in Meerut, Uttar Pradesh, have
arrested a woman, her alleged lover, and two snake
charmers for allegedly conspiring to murder her
husband and stage the death as a snakebite. Investi-
gators claim the accused sedated the victim before
releasing a venomous krait into his room. The plot
reportedly involved an alleged affair and a Rs. 20
lakh life insurance policy. The case came to light after
a post-mortem raised suspicion, prompting a detailed
investigation that uncovered the alleged conspiracy.
The matter is under investigation, and the allegations
are yet to be tested in court.

PM Inaugurates Redeveloped
Barmer Railway Station

Barmer: Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
virtually inaugurated the redeveloped Barmer Railway
Station under the Amrit Bharat Station Scheme. One
of western Rajasthan's oldest railway stations,
Barmer has a history spanning over 125 years and
once served as a key rail link to Hyderabad (Sindh)
and Karachi before the 1965 India-Pakistan war. The
station also withstood Pakistani air attacks during the
1971 war. Redeveloped with modern passenger
amenities while preserving its heritage, the station
reflects Barmer's strategic and historical importance in
India's railway network.

Former Punjab SHO Arrested
in 16 Lakh Extortion Case

Jalandhar: Punjab Police has arrested
Gurinderjit Singh Nagra, former SHO of Tanda
Police Station, over allegations of extorting Rs. 16
lakh from a family residing in the United States. The
action follows an investigation that reportedly found
evidence, including financial records, technical
analysis and witness statements, linking the officer to
the alleged extortion. Nagra has been suspended, an
FIR has been registered, and departmental pro-
ceedings have been initiated. Police said further
investigation is underway to uncover the full extent
of the alleged conspiracy.

India and Myanmar are
reportedly considering a
limited land exchange as
part of efforts to resolve
pending boundary align-
ment issues and expedite
fencing along their shared
border, a move that could
significantly strengthen se-
curity along the sensitive
northeastern frontier.

According to reports
citing an official document,
the proposal involves the
exchange of around 1.4
square miles of land be-
tween Border Pillars 65
and 68 in Manipur's
Chandel district, adjoining
Myanmar's Kabaw Valley
in the Sagaing Region. The
initiative is aimed at com-
pleting the demarcation of
the boundary in one of the
few unresolved stretches.

The reported move
comes as India steps up
efforts to secure its 1,643-
km border with Myanmar,
which passes through
Arunachal Pradesh,
Nagaland, Manipur and

INDIA, MYANMAR MULL LAND

SWAP TO SETTLE BOARDER ISSUES
Jan Jan Vichar
New Delhi

Mizoram. The porous fron-
tier, marked by dense for-
ests and difficult terrain, has
long posed challenges due
to illegal migration, cross-
border smuggling and in-
surgent movement.

While New Delhi has
consistently maintained that
there is no formal boundary
dispute with Myanmar un-
der the 1967 India-
Myanmar Boundary Agree-
ment, a few segments, par-
ticularly in Manipur and near
the India-Myanmar-China
tri-junction, continue to re-
quire precise ground de-
marcation.

Officials believe that
completing the boundary
alignment would facilitate
faster implementation of the
Centre's border fencing
project and strengthen sur-
veillance in strategically im-
portant areas.

If approved by both
governments, the pro-
posed land exchange
would represent a signifi-
cant diplomatic step to-
wards resolving long-
pending boundary issues
while enhancing border
management and security
cooperation between the
two neighbouring countries.

In a major push towards sustainable
rural livelihoods, the Nagaland Government
has signed a Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) with Bengaluru-based Industree
Foundation to integrate 30,000 women
farmers into the state's bamboo value chain
through certified plantations, processing fa-
cilities and improved market access.

The agreement, signed between the
Nagaland State Rural Livelihoods Mission
(NSRLM) and the foundation, is part of
the Bamboo Sub-Sector Initiative under
the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana–Na-
tional Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-
NRLM) of the Union Ministry of Rural
Development.

Under the partnership, Industree Foun-
dation will serve as NSRLM's technical and
knowledge partner, supporting the estab-
lishment of certified bamboo plantations,
strengthening processing infrastructure, pro-
moting value-added bamboo products and

Nagaland Bets Big on Bamboo
Empowers 30,000 Women

connecting producers with high-value do-
mestic and international markets.

The initiative also aims to develop
women-led collective enterprises, facilitate
carbon credit accreditation and create
traceable supply chains, enabling small-
holder women farmers to earn higher and
more sustainable incomes.

Industree Foundation CEO Neju George
Abraham said bamboo has long been cen-
tral to Nagaland's culture and economy, and
the state's rich bamboo resources offer im-
mense commercial potential if supported by
modern processing and market linkages. The
project is expected to generate rural em-
ployment, promote environmentally sustain-
able industries and strengthen women-led
entrepreneurship across the state.

The foundation has implemented simi-
lar bamboo livelihood programmes in
Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh,
Jharkhand, Odisha, Telangana and Tripura,
making Nagaland the latest state to join the
initiative aimed at transforming bamboo into
a major driver of rural economic growth.

Jan Jan Vichar
Kohima
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Jan Jan Vichar
Kamlesh Pandey

If you are optimistic about
India's vision of becoming a devel-
oped nation by 2047, it may be
worth pausing to consider an alter-
native perspec-
tive. Some econo-
mists argue that
unless India sig-
nificantly improves
its economic
growth rate, pro-
ductivity, employ-
ment generation
and structural re-
forms, the country
may not achieve
developed-nation
status until 2075,
rather than 2047.

It is important
to note that this is
not an official gov-
ernment projec-
tion, but an eco-
nomic assessment
based on current
trends. Whether this view ultimately
proves accurate will depend on how
India's economy performs over the
coming decades. Nevertheless, the
debate has provided political am-
munition to critics of the
government's ambitious "Viksit
Bharat 2047" vision.

Renowned economist Surjit
Bhalla has observed that if the cur-
rent pace of economic progress
continues without major improve-
ments, achieving developed-coun-
try status by 2047 could become
difficult. His argument is not that
India's economy is failing, but that
high GDP growth alone is insuffi-
cient. Sustainable development also
depends on rising productivity,

Viksit Bharat 2047: Ambitious Vision or Delayed Reality?
quality employment, higher per
capita income and structural re-
forms.

Key Challenges
Economists identify several ma-

jor hurdles that could delay India's
development journey.

1. Slower Economic Growth
To become a developed

economy, India is widely believed to
require sustained real GDP growth
of around 8–9 percent annually over
a long period. If growth remains
closer to 6–7 percent, the target may
shift further into the future.
2. Low Per Capita Income

A country's development is
measured not only by the size of its
economy but also by the income
of its citizens. Although India's
overall GDP is expanding rapidly,
its large population keeps per
capita income considerably below
that of developed nations. Unless
individual incomes rise much faster,
the goal may remain elusive.

3. Employment Generation
Rapid economic growth must

be accompanied by the creation of
high-quality jobs. Without adequate
employment opportunities, house-
hold incomes, consumption and
overall economic prosperity can-

not grow sustainably.
4. Manufacturing Performance

India has made significant
progress in services and digital
technology, but the manufacturing
sector has not expanded to the
level required to generate large-
scale employment and exports. A
stronger manufacturing base is es-
sential for long-term economic
transformation.
5. Global Uncertainties

Geopolitical conflicts, trade bar-
riers, volatile energy prices and glo-
bal economic slowdowns could
also affect India's growth trajectory
over the next two decades.
6. Human Capital

Investment in education,

healthcare, skill development and
labour productivity remains critical.
Without substantial improvements
in these areas, sustained high
growth will be difficult to achieve.

Why the 2047 Goal
May Still Be Achievable
While these concerns are sig-

nificant, they do not amount to a
prediction of failure. Many econo-
mists believe India can still achieve
its 2047 vision if it accelerates re-
forms and maintains strong eco-
nomic momentum.

Supporters of the target argue
that rapid expansion in the digital
economy, artificial intelligence, semi-
conductor manufacturing, green en-
ergy, infrastructure and advanced
manufacturing, combined with bet-
ter governance, investment and skill
development, could significantly
strengthen India's growth prospects.

The Government of India con-
siders "Viksit Bharat 2047" a flag-
ship national vision, marking the cen-
tenary of India's Independence.
Achieving this objective will require
sustained policy reforms, higher pro-
ductivity, stronger institutions and in-
clusive economic development.

Looking Ahead
Rather than viewing 2047 and

2075 as fixed predictions, they
should be understood as alternative
economic scenarios. The final out-
come will depend on India's ability
to sustain high growth, generate
quality employment, strengthen
manufacturing, invest in human capi-
tal, improve infrastructure and con-
tinue governance reforms.

Ultimately, whether India be-
comes a developed nation in 2047
or later will be determined not by
aspirations alone, but by the pace
and effectiveness of reforms imple-
mented over the next two decades.

A New Orbit for India's
Space Ambitions

India's space journey entered a historic
new chapter with the successful launch
of Vikram-1, the country's first privately
developed orbital-class rocket by
Hyderabad-based Skyroot Aerospace.
Coming 46 years after the launch of SLV-
3, this achievement is far more than a
technological milestone-it reflects the
evolution of India's space programme
from being solely government-driven to
becoming a collaborative ecosystem
where public institutions and private en-
terprise work together.

The success of Mission Aagaman dem-
onstrates the impact of the reforms that
opened India's space sector to private par-
ticipation. Today, hundreds of space
startups are contributing to launch ve-
hicles, satellite technology, earth obser-
vation and downstream services, creating
new opportunities for innovation, invest-
ment and high-skilled employment.

However, celebration must be accom-
panied by responsibility. Entering the com-
mercial space race means India must con-
tinuously strengthen launch reliability,
quality standards, cybersecurity, space
sustainability and regulatory oversight.
Private participation should complement-
not replace-the experience and scientific
excellence built over decades by ISRO.

The success of Vikram-1 also carries
a larger message. Nations that invest in
science, research and entrepreneurship
build not only stronger economies but
also greater strategic self-reliance.
India's growing space ecosystem can
support communications, disaster man-
agement, agriculture, navigation and na-
tional security while opening new av-
enues in the global space economy.

The launch of Vikram-1 is therefore
not the destination but the beginning of
a new era. If government policy, private
innovation and scientific talent continue
to move in the same direction, India can
emerge as one of the world's leading
space powers. The countdown to that fu-
ture has already begun.

EDITORIAL
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Today, we live in coun-
tries with defined borders,
national flags, constitutions
and elected governments.
But have you ever won-
dered how the idea of a
nation came into existence?
During the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries, Eu-
rope was divided into king-
doms and empires ruled by
powerful monarchs. People
identified themselves more
with their local rulers, lan-
guages or regions than with
a nation.

The idea of nationalism
changed this. It encouraged
people to believe that those
sharing a common history,
culture and aspirations
should live together as one
nation. This chapter traces
the rise of nationalism in
Europe and explains how it
eventually led to the unifi-
cation of countries like Ger-
many and Italy.

The Rise of Nationalism in Europe
CBSE :: Class X :: Social Science :: Chapter 1

The French Revolution
The Birth of Nationalism

The French Revolution of 1789 is regarded as the be-
ginning of modern nationalism. Before the Revolution, France
was ruled by an absolute monarch. The Revolution trans-
ferred power from the king to the people and introduced
the idea that citizens, rather than rulers, formed the nation.

Several measures strengthened national unity. A new
tricolour flag replaced the royal flag, the National Assembly
was established, uniform laws were introduced, internal cus-
toms barriers were abolished and the French language was
promoted across the country. These reforms created a sense
of equality and common identity among the people.
The French Revolution transformed subjects into citizens.
Napoleon and the Spread of Nationalism
Napoleon Bonaparte extended French influence across much

of Europe. Although he later became an emperor, he intro-
duced several reforms that reflected revolutionary ideals.
His Napoleonic Code (1804) abolished feudal privileges,

established equality before the law and protected the right
to property. These reforms inspired many Europeans to
dream of freedom and national unity.

However, Napoleon's rule also imposed heavy taxes,
censorship and compulsory military service. As a result,
people initially welcomed him as a liberator but later op-
posed French domination.

The Unification of
Germany and Italy

Nationalism inspired many divided regions to
unite into independent nations.

In Germany, the movement was led by Otto von
Bismarck, the Chief Minister of Prussia. Through three
successful wars against Denmark, Austria and France,
Germany was unified in 1871. Bismarck's policy be-
came famous as ‘Blood and Iron,’ highlighting the role
of military strength in nation-building.

Italy followed a similar path. Visionary leaders such
as Giuseppe Mazzini, Count Cavour, Giuseppe
Garibaldi and King Victor Emmanuel II played cru-
cial roles in bringing together the different Italian states.
Italy finally achieved unification in 1861.

Culture and National Identity
Nationalism was not shaped only by wars and po-

litical movements. Literature, music, art and language
also played a significant role.

Artists created symbolic female figures to repre-
sent their nations. In France, Marianne became the
symbol of liberty and the republic. In Germany,
Germania represented courage, unity and national
pride.

Folk songs, poems and local traditions also strength-
ened people's emotional attachment to their homeland
and helped build a common national identity.

Nationalism Turns Aggressive
By the late nineteenth century, nationalism took a

different direction. Instead of promoting freedom alone,
many powerful European countries began using na-
tionalism to justify imperial expansion. Competition for
colonies and political influence created intense rival-
ries among European nations, especially in the Balkan
region. These tensions eventually contributed to the
outbreak of the First World War in 1914

Liberalism and
Conservatism
During the nineteenth

century, two important
political ideas shaped Eu-
rope.

Liberalism supported
individual freedom, equal-
ity before the law, consti-
tutional government and
representative institutions.
The growing middle class
strongly supported these
ideals.

In contrast, Conserva-
tism aimed to preserve
traditional institutions such
as monarchy, the Church
and the aristocracy. After
Napoleon's defeat, Euro-
pean rulers met at the
Congress of Vienna
(1815) under Austrian
Chancellor Metternich to
restore the old political
order and prevent future
revolutions.

Some Important Questions
1. Explain any five measures introduced by the French revolutionaries to create a sense of

collective identity among the French people.          (5 Marks)
2. Describe the main features of the Napoleonic Code of 1804. Why was it welcomed in

some parts of Europe and opposed in others?      (5)
3. "Nationalism no longer retained its idealistic liberal-democratic sentiment after 1871."

Justify the statement.                   (5)
4. Explain the contribution of Giuseppe Mazzini to the growth of nationalism in Europe. (3/5)
5. Explain the role of Otto von Bismarck in the unification of Germany.       (5)
6. Describe the role of Count Cavour and Giuseppe Garibaldi in the unification of Italy. (5)
7. Explain the role of culture in creating the idea of nationalism in Europe.       (5)
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India's most celebrated tele-
vision quiz show, Kaun Banega
Crorepati (KBC) is set to return
with its 18th season on August
10, 2026, and this time, host
Amitabh Bachchan has a clear
message for contestants:

‘Knowing the answers alone
won't be enough-you'll have to
think.’

In a series of newly released
promotional videos, the legend-
ary actor introduces a refreshed
format that reflects the realities
of an AI-powered world, where
information is readily available
but the ability to analyse, inter-
pret and apply knowledge has
become more valuable than
ever.

KBC 18 Raises the Bar

Knowing Answers Won’t Be Enough : Big B
Jan Jan Vichar
Mumbai

AI Era Inspires
New Format
Where Critical
Thinking Takes
Centre Stage

The latest campaign highlights a significant shift in
the philosophy of KBC. Instead of rewarding rote
memorisation, the new season promises to challenge
contestants' reasoning, decision-making and critical
thinking skills. Whether in a café, at an airport or
standing on a rain-soaked balcony, Amitabh
Bachchan repeatedly reminds viewers that today's

world has changed dramatically.
“Geography, history and science alone won't be

enough this time. The game has changed. Memorising
answers won't work anymore... you'll have to think,”
he says in one of the promos. The campaign's central
message- ‘Sochna Padega’ (You'll Have to Think)—
captures the spirit of Season 18.

A Quiz Show for the AI Generation- ‘SOCHNA PADEGA’ When and
Where to Watch

Kaun Banega Crorepati Sea-
son 18 premieres on August 10,
2026, and will air Monday to Fri-
day at 9:00 PM on Sony Enter-
tainment Television and stream on
Sony LIV.

Beyond Google
Beyond AI

The makers acknowledge a
reality that defines modern life:
almost every factual answer is
now just a smartphone search
away. Artificial Intelligence can
generate explanations, solve
problems and answer questions
within seconds.

However, KBC 18 argues
that true intelligence lies not in
finding information but in under-
standing it.

A Reflection of
Modern Education

The new format also mirrors
global changes in education and
recruitment, where employers and
academic institutions increasingly
value problem-solving abilities
over memorised knowledge.

In many competitive exami-
nations, analytical aptitude, com-
prehension and decision-making
have become as important as
subject knowledge. KBC ap-
pears ready to embrace this
evolving trend.

Contestants may now face
questions requiring logical
reasoning, interpretation of
facts, situational judgement
and analytical thinking
rather than simple recall.

Ghoomar is one of
Rajasthan's most cel-
ebrated folk dances, ad-
mired for its graceful move-
ments, colourful costumes
and rich cultural heritage.
Although it is closely asso-
ciated with Rajput royalty
today, historians believe the
dance originated among the
Bhil tribe, one of
Rajasthan's oldest indig-
enous communities. Bhil
women performed
Ghoomar during religious
ceremonies and festive oc-
casions as an expression of
joy and devotion.

Over time, the dance
was adopted by the Rajput

Ghoomar: Rajasthan's Timeless
Dance of Grace and Tradition

Jan Jan Vichar
Cultural Desk

royal families, particularly
during the rule of the
Kachwaha dynasty, and
became an important part
of palace celebrations. The
name "Ghoomar" comes
from the Hindi word
ghoomna, meaning "to
spin", reflecting the dance's
signature circular move-
ments.

A distinctive feature of
Ghoomar is that women
traditionally perform it with
their faces partially covered
by a ghoonghat (veil). This

custom symbolises mod-
esty, dignity and respect,
values deeply rooted in
Rajput culture. The dance
is performed in colourful
ghagras adorned with
gota-patti, mirror work and
traditional jewellery, mak-
ing every performance vi-
sually captivating.

Accompanied by folk
songs and rhythmic beats of
traditional instruments,
Ghoomar is an integral part
of festivals such as Teej,
Gangaur and weddings.
Today, it is recognised
worldwide as a vibrant
symbol of Rajasthan's cul-
tural identity, preserving
centuries-old traditions
while captivating audiences
across generations.
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