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Assam has witnessed a
significant decline in multi-
dimensional poverty over
the past decade, with the
rate falling from 32.67 per
cent in 2015 to 14.47 per
cent, Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma told
the Assam Assembly, attrib-
uting the achievement
largely to the state's Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT)
programmes.

Replying to the discus-
sion on the state budget, the
Chief Minister said direct
cash transfers have
emerged as the most effec-
tive instrument for poverty
alleviation, enabling financial
assistance to reach benefi-
ciaries directly and trans-
parently. He asserted that
the government's next ob-
jective is to reduce Assam's
multidimensional poverty
rate to single digits.

Sarma stated that while
economic growth through
agriculture, industries and

VOICE OF ALL, FOR ALL

MSMEs remains essential,
such measures require time
to generate results. In con-
trast, DBT schemes pro-
vide immediate financial
support to vulnerable fami-
lies and have had a measur-
able impact on improving
living standards.
Highlighting key welfare
initiatives, the Chief Minis-
ter said flagship schemes
such as Orunodoi, Nijut
Moina, and the free
foodgrain distribution

| JAN JAN VICHAR

Guwahati, Friday, 17 July 2026

programme have played a
decisive role in reducing
poverty across the state. He
also credited Aadhaar-
linked bank accounts and
digital governance for en-
suring that government ben-
efits reach intended recipi-
ents without leakages.

The Chief Minister fur-
ther said that strong support
from the Central Govern-
ment has enabled Assam to
undertake transformative

WEEKLY

Assam Must Embrace

Development or Risk
Falling Behind: CM

Jan Jan Vichar
....25Guwahati —|

Chief Minister

Himanta Biswa Sarma

cautioned that Assam
could lose its competitive
edge in the Northeast if
major infrastructure and
industrial projects con-
tinue to face prolonged re-
sistance, stressing that the
State must create a devel-
opment-friendly environ-
ment to attract invest-
ment, generate employ-
ment and sustain long-
term economic growth.
Replying to the discus-
sion on the Assam Budget
2026-27 in the State As-
sembly, Sarma said Assam
must actively participate
in the era of ‘competitive

Continued on page 16 federalism’ by accelerat-

Assam to Boost Farm Infrastructure

ing projects in power gen-
eration, industry, semi-
conductors, artificial in-
telligence and higher edu-
cation.

Drawing a compari-
son with neighbouring
Arunachal Pradesh, the
Chief Minister said the
State has secured strong
public support for large
hydropower projects and
is moving towards gener-
ating nearly 30,000 MW
of electricity, with around
10,000 MW already under
development. He warned
that if these projects are
completed as planned,
Arunachal Pradesh could
emerge as the most eco-
nomically advanced state
in the Northeast.

Sarma observed that
Continued on page 16
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In amajor push to strengthen ag-
ricultural infrastructure and improve
farmers' access to institutional fi-
nance, Assam Agriculture Minister
Pijush Hazarika appealed to all
Members of the Legislative Assem-
bly (MLASs) to mobilise progressive
farmers, agri-entrepreneurs and eli-
gible beneficiaries for the Agricul-
tural Infrastructure Fund (AIF)
Awareness Programme scheduled
for July 25 at the Jyoti Bishnu Au-
ditorium in Guwahati.

Addressing the Assam Assembly
during the Budget Session, Hazarika
said the programme will be attended
by Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma and is expected to bring to-
gether nearly 5,000 agri-entrepre-
neurs from across the state. The
Minister described the Agricultural
Infrastructure Fund (AIF) as a flag-
ship initiative of the Government of

Jan Jan Vichar -|

India aimed at creating modern post-
harvest infrastructure, improving
storage facilities and strengthening
the agricultural value chain.

Under the scheme, eligible farm-
ers, Farmer Producer Organisations
(FPOs), cooperatives, agri-startups
and other stakeholders can avail
loans ofup to Rs. 2 crore witha 3
per cent interest subvention for de-
veloping agricultural infrastructure.
Applications are processed through
the AIF online portal, and eligible
beneficiaries receive institutional fi-
nance after bank approval.

Hazarika informed the House

5,000 Agri-Entrepreneurs to Join
AIF Awareness Programme

Pijush Hazarika urges MLAs to

mobilise farmers
Himanta Biswa Sarma to attend

that several beneficiaries in Assam
have already established agricultural
infrastructure under the scheme.
However, he noted that many eli-
gible farmers and agri-entrepreneurs
are still unaware of the opportuni-
ties available through the fund.

The July 25 awareness
programme aims to educate pro-
spective beneficiaries about the
scheme, simplify the application
process and encourage greater par-
ticipation in infrastructure develop-
ment projects that can improve farm
productivity, storage capacity and
market access. Seeking coopera-

for July 25 event

tion from legislators across party
lines, the Agriculture Minister urged
MLAS to ensure maximum partici-
pation from their constituencies and
encourage farmers and rural entre-
preneurs to take full advantage of
the centrally sponsored initiative.
The initiative is expected to ac-
celerate agricultural modernisation
in Assam by promoting investment
in warehouses, cold storage facili-
ties, processing units and other criti-
cal rural infrastructure, strengthen-
ing the state's farm economy and
creating new opportunities for ag-
ricultural entrepreneurship.
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I?loods and Landslides Leave Mizoram

and Arunachal Battling Nature's Fury
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The relentless monsoon
has unleashed widespread
devastation across North-
east India, with Mizoram
and Arunachal Pradesh
bearing the brunt of inces-
sant rainfall. Floods, land-
slides, washed-away
bridges and blocked high-
ways have disrupted daily
life, forced evacuations and
left thousands stranded,
highlighting the region's
growing vulnerability to ex-
treme weather events.

Postpone Your Visit
Mizoram Appeals to
Tourists

The Mizoram govern-
ment has issued a rare ad-
visory urging tourists to
defer their travel plans until
weather conditions im-
prove. Days of continuous
rainfall have triggered land-
slides, overflowing rivers
and severe damage to in-
frastructure across the
state.

In southern Mizoram's
Lunglei district, nearly 100
families have been evacu-
ated after the
Khawthlangtuipui River
overflowed, inundating
residential areas in and
around Tlabung near the
Bangladesh border.

Travel has also been
severely disrupted after a
massive landslide blocked
National Highway-54,
leaving around 200 travel-
lers stranded between
Lawngtlai and Siaha dis-
tricts. Although authorities
have deployed heavy ma-
chinery to clear the debris,
fresh landslides caused by
continuous rain have re-
peatedly halted restoration
work.

Another major landslide
at Ngaizel, near Aizawl,
continues to block the im-
portant Aizawl-Thenzawl-
Lunglei Highway, while
swollen rivers have sub-
merged agricultural fields in
Serchhip district.

The India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) has
reported continued rainfall
across the state, with

Serchhip recording the
highest rainfall of 34 mm in
the latest 24-hour period.
Arunachal Flood
Crisis Deepens
Neighbouring
Arunachal Pradesh is fac-
ing one of its worst flood
situations in recent years.
According to the State
Emergency Operation
Centre (SEOC), 97,182
people across 425 villages
in all 26 districts have been
affected by floods and land-
slides. The disaster has al-
ready claimed seven lives,
injured 29 people, and left
two schoolboys missing in
Tirap district, where rescue
teams continue their search.
The scale of infra-
structure damage is
enormous: 150 roads
damaged, 19 bridges
washed away, 21 culverts

destroyed, 221 water sup-
ply systems affected, 58
government buildings dam-
aged, 156 power lines and
224 electric poles dis-
rupted, 10 hydel projects
impacted, Two hospitals
and three schools damaged

Large stretches of farm-
land and forest have also
suffered extensive losses,
affecting livelihoods across
the state.

Road Connectivity
Severely Hit

In Kurung Kumey dis-
trict, flash floods washed
away bridges connecting
villages and damaged pub-
lic buildings, churches and
homes. A massive landslide
has blocked National High-
way-13 in Pakke Kessang
district, while a washed-out
road near the Sela Tunnel
has forced authorities to

%o
el

divert traffic through the old
Selaroute. The Potin-Kimin
road in Papum Pare district
also remains inaccessible
following another landslide.
Climate Warning for
the Northeast

Experts say the recurring
pattem of intense rainfall, flash
floods and landslides reflects
the increasing impact of cli-
mate variability across the
Himalayan and northeastern
region. Fragile hill slopes,
rapid urbanisation, defores-
tation and extreme rainfall
events are making disasters
more frequent and more de-
structive. The situation also
underscores the urgent need
for stronger disaster-resilient
infrastructure, better early
warning systems and cli-
mate-adaptive planning in
one of India's most ecologi-
cally sensitive regions.

Continued from page 15
DBT Drives Sharp Drop in...

infrastructure projects, including the
Kaziranga Elevated Corridor and the pro-
posed underwater tunnel beneath the
Brahmaputra River. He described the state
budget as a reflection of the Centre and Assam
government's shared commitment to long-term
development.

Calling for accelerated industrialisation and
economic expansion, Sarma warned that re-
sistance to major infrastructure projects could
slow Assam's growth momentum. He urged
public representatives to encourage entrepre-
neurship, support development initiatives in
their constituencies, and guide young people
towards education, skill development and
competitive examinations.

Defending the state budget against Oppo-
sition criticism, the Chief Minister maintained

that it represents a continuation of the
government's long-term vision of building a self-
reliant, economically stronger and poverty-free
Assam.

The government believes that sustained wel-
fare support, combined with infrastructure de-
velopment and employment generation, will help
Assam achieve faster economic growth while
lifting more families out of poverty.

DBT Drives Sharp Drop in...

development projects in Assam often face
prolonged protests and legal hurdles, leading
to delays and higher costs. He said issues rang-
ing from infrastructure expansion to major en-
ergy projects frequently encounter opposition,
making it difficult for the state to maintain its
development momentum.

Without naming any organisation, the Chief
Minister alleged that certain groups consistently
oppose government development initiatives,
discouraging investors and creating uncertainty

around land acquisition. He stressed that at-
tracting industries, promoting clean energy,
advancing artificial intelligence and establish-
ing world-class educational institutions are es-
sential for Assam's future growth.

Highlighting the government's achievements,
Sarma said more than 81,000 appointments
have been made in the education sector over
the past five years. He also credited the Cen-
tral Government for supporting several trans-
formative infrastructure projects, including the
proposed Kaziranga Elevated Corridor and the
Numaligarh—Gohpur tunnel, describing them as
crucial to Assam's long-term development
strategy.

The Chief Minister urged all stakeholders
to support development initiatives, saying sus-
tained economic growth, industrial expansion,
modem education and improved infrastructure
are essential for making Assam a stronger and
more self-reliant economy.
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India Deepens Gulf Ties

Focus on Energy Security and Regional Stability

Jan Jan Vichar
...25New Delhi —|

External Affairs Minis-
ter Dr. S. Jaishankar's four-
nation visit to the Gulfhas
reinforced India's strategic
engagement with West
Asia, with energy security,
trade, investment, and re-
gional stability emerging as
the key pillars of discus-
sion.

During his visits to
Qatar, Kuwait, Bahrain,
and Oman, Jaishankar held
high-level meetings with
political leaders and foreign
ministers to strengthen bilat-
eral ties and review coop-
eration across critical sec-
tors. According to the Min-
istry of External Affairs, the
discussions also focused on
the evolving security situa-
tion in West Asia, under-
scoring India's commitment
to peace, dialogue, and re-
gional stability.

Commission
Summons 15
Police Personnel

Ara: In a major devel-
opment in the Bharat
Bhushan Tiwari encounter
case, the Judicial Inquiry
Commission has issued
summons to 15 police per-
sonnel, including the Sub-
Divisional Officer (SDO),
the then Deputy Superin-
tendent of Police (DSP),
and the former Shahpur
Station House Officer
(SHO), directing them to
appear before the commis-
sionon July 16 and 17.

The commission is ex-
amining the circumstances
of the June 17 encounter in
Bilauti village of Bhojpur
district and has sought tes-
timony from officials in-
volved in the operation. As
part of the ongoing investi-
gation, police have also
seized the service pistols of
several officers, including
the DSP's bodyguard, a
sub-inspector, and an as-
sistant sub-inspector, for
forensic examination.

) «.»'
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MEA spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said en-
ergy security featured
prominently in all the meet-
ings, reflecting the Gulf's
continued importance as
India's primary energy
partner. The leaders also
exchanged views on re-
gional developments and
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explored ways to enhance
cooperation in trade, in-
vestment, and people-to-
people ties.

In Qatar, Jaishankar
met Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Sheikh
Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman Al Thani,
appreciating Doha's diplo-

matic efforts in regional
mediation while reviewing
bilateral cooperation. In
Bahrain, he met King
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa
and senior leadership to
expand cooperation in key
sectors. In Oman, discus-
sions focused on strength-
ening the India-Oman stra-
tegic partnership, with
Jaishankar expressing
gratitude for Muscat's sup-
port to Indian sailors dur-
ing recent regional tensions.

The visit highlights
India's growing diplomatic
footprint in the Gulf at a
time of geopolitical uncer-
tainty. As one of India's
most importa nt economic
and energy partners, the re-
gion remains central to New
Delhi's foreign policy, with
stronger engagement aimed
at ensuring energy security,
safeguarding Indian inter-
ests, and promoting stabil-
ity across West Asia.

Taslima Nasrin Returns
Bengal Politics Heats Up

Jan Jan Vichar
....25Kolkata -|

Controversial Bangladeshi author
Taslima Nasrin is set to return to Kolkata
on August 1, marking her first visit to
the city in nearly 20 years. She will
participate in a cultural and intellec-
tual event at Rabindra Sadan, orga-
nized by the Secular Mission and the
Human Rights and Bangladesh Free-

dom Fighters Foundation.

Her visit comes after the renewal
of her Indian residence permit and
follows a change in West Bengal's
political landscape. Organizers have
described the visit as a sign of amore
open environment for free expres-
sion, while opposition voices have
criticized the event, alleging that it is
being used for political messaging.

Nasrin left Kolkata in 2007 af-
ter violent protests over her book
Dwikhandito and concerns over law and
order. Although she continued to stay in
India with central government permission,
she had not returned to Kolkata for nearly

two decades.

Her scheduled appearance has once

again sparked debate over freedom of ex-
pression, cultural space, and the relation-
ship between literature and politics. Sup-
porters view her return as a symbol of in-
tellectual freedom, while critics argue that

it risks deepening political and social divi-
sions. With public interest growing ahead
of the event, Nasrin's visit is expected to
be closely watched, not only as a cultural
occasion but also as a development with
wider political significance in West Bengal.

Indian Casual-
ties Mount as
US-Iran Con-
flict Escalates
in Gulf

New Delhi : The
continuing US-Iran
conflict has taken a
growing toll on Indian
nationals working in the
Gulfregion. According
to the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA),
13 Indians have been
killed and three remain
missing since the
conflict intensified in
March 2026.

The latest incident
occurred after attacks
on two commercial
vessels in the Strait of
Hormuz, where one
Indian sailor was killed
and 10 others were
injured, including two in
critical condition. India
has lodged a strong
protest with Iran over
the attacks and reiter-
ated its concern for the
safety of Indian citizens
and international
shipping.

The MEA con-
demned attacks on
commercial vessels and
called for an immediate
cessation of hostilities,
urging all parties to
resolve differences
through dialogue and
diplomacy.

The escalating
conflict has also dis-
rupted global energy
markets, with crude oil
prices reportedly rising
sharply amid fears of
renewed fighting. Indian
authorities are closely
monitoring the safety of
148 Indian sailors
aboard seven India-
flagged vessels cur-
rently operating in the
Persian Gulf.

With tensions
threatening one of the
world's busiest energy
corridors, New Delhi
continues to prioritize
the safety of Indian
nationals while advo-
cating for stability,
freedom of navigation,
and peaceful resolution
of'the crisis.
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EDITORIAL

Let Politics Answer

The conviction of former AAP coun-
cillor Tahir Hussain in the murder of In-
telligence Bureau officer Ankit Sharma
marks a significant legal milestone in one
of the most disturbing cases linked to the
2020 Delhi riots. While the quantum of
punishment is yet to be decided, the
court's verdict reinforces an essential
democratic principle: no individual is
above the law.

However, this judgment raises a larger
and equally uncomfortable question.
What about the political leaders who pub-
licly defended or attempted to shield an
accused facing such grave allegations? In

a healthy democracy, accountability can-
not end with the convicted individual. Po-
litical responsibility must also be exam-
ined.

The murder of Ankit Sharma was not
merely another criminal case. It became a
symbol of the human cost of communal
violence. His family waited years for jus-
tice while the legal process ran its course.
The court has now delivered its findings
based on the evidence presented before it.
Those findings deserve respect, regardless
of political affiliation.

Political parties have every right to de-
fend constitutional principles, due pro-
cess, and the presumption of innocence
before a verdict. But there is a clear dis-
tinction between defending legal rights and

creating a political shield around an ac-
cused in a case of exceptional gravity.
When political loyalty begins to over-
shadow moral responsibility, public trust
in democratic institutions suffers.

The lesson from this verdict extends
beyond one party or one individual. Ev-
ery political formation must remember
that temporary electoral calculations
cannot outweigh justice. Leaders who
rushed to defend the accused before the
judicial process reached its conclusion
owe the public an explanation.

Justice is complete only when the
guilty are punished and when politics
learns that no vote bank, ideology, or
partisan interest is greater than the rule
of law.

Arranged Marriage Needs an 'Upgrade'

—Jan Jan Vichar
....25Meghna Pant

For generations, Indian parents
have told their daughters: Study
hard, dream big, and make some-
thing of your life. But as soon as
marriageable age arrives, that mes-
sage often changes. Suddenly, the
expectation becomes: Learn to
compromise.

I'have seen this script play out
countless times.

Many brilliant young women
who aspired to become doctors,
entrepreneurs, artists, or academ-
ics seemed to disappear after col-
lege-sometimes even before com-
pleting their education. They got
married. Careers were no longer
seen as essential. Financial inde-
pendence became optional. Their
ambitions were neatly folded away,
almost as if packed into a designer
wedding lehenga. Their identities
were reduced to three words: wife,
mother, and daughter-in-law.

To be clear, this is not an argu-
ment against arranged marriages.
Millions of arranged marriages in In-

dia are happy, loving, and success-
ful. Thereal issue is with a version of
arranged marriage that mistakes obe-
dience for virtue, compliance for con-
sent, and duty for desire.

India has undergone remarkable
transformation over the past few
decades. Women are topping uni-
versity merit lists, leading corpora-
tions, commanding fighter squad-
rons, building unicorn startups, and
arguing landmark cases before the
Supreme Court. We trust them with
positions of immense responsibil-
ity, yet we still hesitate to trust them
with one of the most personal de-
cisions of their lives-the choice of
a life partner.

The questions remain the same:
What will people say? Is the boy
from the right community? Will the
girl be able to adjust? But how of-
ten do we ask a woman what she
truly wants?

Consider the recent case of
Siya Goyal. Nothing can justify the
crime she is accused of. However,
the incident has forced many of us
to confront some deeply uncom-
fortable questions. What happens

when women feel they have little
or no control over one of the big-
gest decisions of their lives? What
are the emotional consequences of
living a life largely designed to fulfill
family expectations rather than per-
sonal aspirations?

We cannot afford to wait until a
tragedy occurs before asking these
questions. We need to ask them
before marriages are arranged.

Today's generation of women
understands that consent is not
merely saying ‘yes’ on the wedding
day. Consent also means having the
freedom to say ‘no’ without emo-
tional coercion, social isolation, or
lifelong guilt. It means having the
freedom to decide whether to
marry, when to marry, and whom
to marry. And no, these are not
Western ideas-they are fundamen-
tally human ideas.

The irony is striking. We invest
years in educating our daughters,
encouraging them to think indepen-
dently and compete at the highest
levels. Yet, when marriage enters
the conversation, independent
thinking is suddenly viewed as re-

bellion.

The problem is not arranged
marriage itself. The problem is that
we have modernized almost every
institution except marriage. Marriage
should not be a reward for obedi-
ence. It should be the outcome of a
free and informed choice.

Families can still introduce po-
tential partners. Society can con-
tinue to celebrate its traditions.
Culture can remain intact. But when
a tradition begins to suppress indi-
vidual freedom instead of enrich-
ing it, that tradition needs to evolve.

The strongest relationships are
not those sustained by family pres-
sure or social obligation. They are
the ones built on two people freely
choosing each other.

The issue is not arranged mar-
riage itself. The issue is that while
society has modernized nearly ev-
ery other aspect of life, the institu-
tion of marriage has often remained
unchanged. Marriage should never
be merely areward for obedience;
it should be the result of an
individual's free and independent
choice.

Global Honours for PM Modi Reflect India's Rising Stature

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi receiving Indonesia's
highest civilian honour, the
Bintang Adipurna, is another
indication of India's growing
diplomatic influence. Since
2016, he has received 34 inter-
national honours from countries
across Asia, Africa, Europe,
and the Americas-the highest
number for any Indian Prime
Minister.

Some sections of the interna-

tional media have questioned
these recognitions. However, such
honours are sovereign decisions
made by independent nations and
reflect their assessment of India's
expanding global role.

Over the past decade, India
has strengthened its international
standing through initiatives such
as Vaccine Maitri, humanitarian
relief missions, promotion of In-
ternational Yoga Day, the global
adoption of UPI, and the Indian

Navy's maritime security and
anti-piracy operations. These ef-
forts have enhanced India's repu-
tation as a reliable and respon-
sible partner.

Criticism and debate are es-
sential in a democracy, but dis-
missing honours conferred by mul-
tiple countries without credible evi-
dence overlooks the independent
judgment of those nations.

International awards alone do
not define a country's success. Yet

when governments across di-
verse regions choose to honour
India's leadership, they acknowl-
edge the country's growing influ-
ence in diplomacy, development,
humanitarian assistance, and glo-
bal cooperation.

The value of these honours
lies less in the medals themselves
and more in what they represent-
India's emergence as a confi-
dent and increasingly influential
global power.
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Devotees across
Guwahati are preparing
to celebrate the sacred
Jagannath Rath Yatra on
July 16, 2026 (Thursday).
The grand festival is
expected to be marked
with religious fervour,
devotional music and
community participation
from all districts of Assam.

Similar celebrations
will take place across
India on the same day,
coinciding with the world-
famous Rath Yatra in
Puri, Odisha.

In fact, the annual
chariot festival
commemorates the
ceremonial journey of
Lord Jagannath,
accompanied by Lord
Balabhadra and
Goddess Subhadra, from
their temple to the
Gundicha Temple. The

festival symbolises the
Lord’s outreach to
humanity, conveying the
timeless message of
equality, compassion and
universal brotherhood.
In Guwahati, the
festival has evolved into a
major spiritual and cultural

event, attracting
thousands of devotees
from Assam and

neighbouring states.
Colourfully decorated

chariots, Harinam
Sankirtan, devotional
singing, cultural

performances, prasadam
distribution and volunteer
services are expected to
create a vibrant
atmosphere throughout the
city.

Several Vaishnava
organisations, including the
Hare Krishna Mandir, North
Guwahati, and ISKCON
have announced
preparations for the Rath
Yatra celebrations on July
16. These temples have

Jagannath in AT
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W The 10-day long annual
festival of chariots is
starting from July 16,
2026.

& Jt is celebrated
throughout the world by
the faithfuls of Lord
Jagannath, Baladev and
Subhadra.

As artificial intelligence
(AI) reshapes economies,
education, healthcare,
governance and
communication across the
globe, one of India’s oldest
spiritual traditions continues
to demonstrate an enduring
truth: technology may
transform the way people
live, but faith continues to
shape why they live.

The Deity in a Digital
World: Lord Jagannath,
revered as the ‘Lord of the
Universe’, has inspired
generations through values
of inclusiveness,
compassion and equality.
His annual Rath Yatra is
among the world’s largest
religious  gatherings,
attracting millions of
pilgrims and visitors every

year. The festival
symbolises the Lord coming
out of the temple to bless all
humanity, irrespective of
caste, creed, nationality or
social status.

Al as a Silent Sevak:
Artificial intelligence is
increasingly becoming an
invisible volunteer—a
‘digital sevak’—during large
religious gatherings.

Authorities now employ
intelligent surveillance
systems capable
of monitoring

density in £
real time. (g
Predictive
analytics
h e | p g,
estimate AL
congestion at N
major entry points,

allowing officials to redirect

pilgrims before bottlenecks

develop. Emergency
response teams receive Al-
generated alerts that

improve coordination and
reduce response times.
Navigation apps guide
devotees through alternative
routes, while multilingual Al
assistants answer

invited devotees and the

general public to
participate in the

procession and receive the

blessings of Lord
Jagannath.
Organisers are

coordinating with local
authorities to ensure
smooth traffic movement,
public safety, medical
assistance and crowd
management. The festival
is expected to bring
together people from
diverse communities,

reflecting Assam’s long

tradition of religious
harmony and cultural
inclusiveness. Devotees will
participate by pulling the
sacred chariot, chanting
the holy names of Lord
Krishna and engaging in
acts of charity and
community service. With
devotional enthusiasm
building across the city,
Guwahati is set to once
again witness a grand
celebration where faith,
culture and community

\_{‘/
converge, transforming the
streets into a living
expression of devotion to
the “Lord of the Universe.”
Terming the annual
Rath Yatra of Lord
Jagannath in Puri as a
‘national festival’,
Odisha Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi on
Monday appealed for
proper coordination
between administration,
servitors and devotees to
make the event a mega
success.

Age: Faith Meets Technology

frequently asked questions
regarding rituals,
accommodation,
transportation and festival
schedules.

Far from replacing
human service, Al is
strengthening it.

Global Devotion
Beyond Geography: For
millions of devotees unable
to visit Puri due to age,

health or geographical
distance, technology has
become a bridge of devotion.

High-definition
livestreams, virtual temple
tours, Al-powered language
translation and digital
archives allow followers
from North America,
Europe, Southeast Asia,

Africa and Australia to
participate in spiritual

celebrations almost

instantaneously.
Preserving Heritage

Through AI: Beyond

festival management, Al is
opening new possibilities for
preserving Jagannath
heritage.Researchers are
digitising ancient palm-leaf
manuscripts, temple
inscriptions and rare Odia
literature. Machine
D learning tools help
restore
damaged
historical
documents,
] identify
fading
scripts and
; create
~" searchable digital
archives for future
generations.
Three-dimensional
imaging technologies are
documenting temple
architecture with
unprecedented precision,
ensuring that invaluable cultural
heritage can be preserved
against natural disasters and
the passage of time.
Ethical Questions:

The Al age also raises
important philosophical
questions. Can algorithms
understand devotion? Can
machines  experience
compassion? Can artificial
intelligence  interpret
spiritual wisdom without
human consciousness?
Religious scholars
suggest that while Al can
organise information and
improve services, it cannot
replace faith, surrender,
moral responsibility or
divine experience.
Technology may guide the
journey, but spirituality
continues to guide the
traveller. The Jagannath
tradition itself offers an
answer: knowledge should
always serve humanity
rather than dominate it.
Lessons from Lord
Jagannath for the Al

Generation: The
Jagannath philosophy
carries remarkable

relevance in the twenty-first
century. It teaches
inclusiveness in an era of
digital divides.It promotes
humility in an age
increasingly fascinated with
technological power.
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Every year, millions of
devotees gather along the
Grand Road (Bada Danda)
of Puri in Odisha to witness
one of the world's oldest
and largest religious pro-
cessions-the Jagannath
Rath Yatra. More than a
festival, the Rath Yatrais a
celebration of faith, equal-
ity, devotion and the endur-
ing bond between the divine
and humanity.

The sight of three tow-
ering, beautifully decorated
wooden chariots carrying
Lord Jagannath, Lord
Balabhadra and Devi
Subhadra through the
streets transforms Puri into
asea of devotion. The fes-
tival attracts pilgrims from
every corner of India and
abroad, making it one of
Hinduism's most revered
annual events.

The Meaning Behind
the Divine Journey

Unlike most temple fes-
tivals where devotees visit
the deity, Jagannath Rath
Yatra is unique because the
deities come out of the
temple to meet the people.
This symbolic journey re-
flects the belief that God
belongs to everyone, irre-
spective of caste, religion,
language or social status.

The deities travel from
the Jagannath Temple to the
Gundicha Temple, believed
to be the birthplace of Lord
Jagannath, where they stay
for several days before re-
turning in the Bahuda Yatra.

For devotees, pulling the
sacred chariots is consid-
ered an act of immense
spiritual merit and humility.
The festival reminds people
that everyone is equal be-
fore the Almighty.

ATradition
Spanning Centuries

The origins of the
Jagannath Temple date
back to the 12th century
during the reign of King
Anantavarman Chodaganga
Deva. Since then, the Rath

Yatra has evolved into one
of India's most iconic cul-
tural and religious tradi-
tions.

One of its most fascinat-
ing aspects is that new
chariots are constructed
every year using specially
selected wood. Skilled ar-
tisans follow age-old ritu-
als and traditional crafts-
manship passed down
through generations.

Each chariot has its own
distinctive identity:

Nandighosha
Chariot of Lord Jagannath
Taladhwaja
Chariot of Lord Balabhadra
Darpadalana
(Devadalana)
Chariot of Devi Subhadra

The construction itselfis
regarded as a sacred ritual
rather than ordinary crafts-
manship.

The Rituals that
Inspire Millions

The festival begins with
Snana Purnima, when the
deities are ceremonially
bathed with 108 pitchers of
holy water. Following the
ritual, the deities are be-
lieved to fall ill and remain
away from public view dur-
ing the Anasara period.

When they reappear
during Nava Jaubana
Darshan, devotees believe

the deities have regained
their youthful appearance
before embarking on the
grand chariot procession.

The return journey,
known as Bahuda Yatra,
concludes with the famous
Suna Besha, during which
the deities are adorned with
magnificent gold orna-
ments, followed by Niladri
Bije, marking their return to
the sanctum.

A Festival
Beyond Odisha

Although Puri remains
the spiritual heart of the fes-
tival, Jagannath Rath Yatra
is celebrated across India
and in many countries
around the world.

In Assam, temples and
cultural organisations
organise colourful Rath
Yatra processions in
Guwahati, Barpeta,
Nagaon, Silchar,
Dibrugarh and several
other towns. Thousands of
devotees participate in pull-
ing the chariots, singing de-
votional songs and distrib-
uting prasadam.

The International Soci-
ety for Krishna Conscious-
ness (ISKCON) has also
helped popularise the Rath
Yatra globally, with cel-
ebrations held in cities such
as London, New York,

Sydney,

Toronto,
Johannesburg
Singapore.
The Universal Message
The Jagannath Rath Yatra
is much more than a reli-
gious procession. It carries
timeless lessons that remain
relevant in today's world:
Equality: Every devo-
tee, regardless of back-
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ground, has the privilege of
pulling the chariot.

Unity: People from dif-
ferent communities come
together in a spirit of devo-
tion and service.

Compassion: The Lord
stepping out of the temple
symbolises divine grace
reaching every individual.

Humility: Even the
King of Puri traditionally
performs the ‘Chhera
Pahanra’ ritual by sweeping
the chariots with a golden
broom, signifying that no
one is above service.

Faith in Motion

In an age of rapid tech-
nological change and fast-
paced lifestyles, the
Jagannath Rath Yatra con-
tinues to remind humanity of
values that never grow
old—faith, service, equality
and togetherness. As the
massive wooden chariots
roll through the streets amid
the chants of ‘Jai Jagannath’,
they carry more than sacred
idols. They carry centuries
of tradition, the hopes of
millions and a timeless mes-
sage that the path to the
Divine is open to all.

Jai Jagannath!
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