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"A nation grows
stronger not when it
avoids challenges, but
when it faces them with
truth, courage, and
accountability."

In an era when political
alliances often determine the
direction of governance,
Mizoram's ruling Zoram
People's Movement (ZPM)
has chosen a different path.
Chief Minister Lalduhoma
recently disclosed that both
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah have re-
peatedly invited the party to
join the National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA). Yet,
the ZPM has politely de-
clined, preferring a relation-
ship of cooperation without
formal political alignment.

The announcement is sig-
nificant not because it sig-
nals confrontation with the
Centre, but because it re-
flects a distinctive political
philosophy rooted in re-
gional autonomy.

Addressing a press con-
ference in Aizawl,
Lalduhoma made it clear
that joining the NDA is ‘not
under consideration’ and
has never been discussed by
the party's Political Affairs
Committee. Instead, the
ZPM believes that maintain-
ing cordial relations with the
Union Government while
preserving its independent
regional identity best serves
the interests of Mizoram.
A Regional Party with a

National Outlook
The ZPM describes it-

self as ‘a regional party with
a national outlook.’ This ap-
proach reflects Mizoram's
unique political history.
Long before statehood, re-
gional parties often worked
constructively with which-
ever party ruled in New
Delhi, ensuring that the
state's developmental needs
were addressed without
necessarily becoming part
of the ruling coalition.

Why Mizoram's ZPM Is
Choosing Cooperation Over Coalition

Between Delhi and Aizawl

Jan Jan Vichar
Aizawl

According to
Lalduhoma, this tradition
helped Mizoram secure in-
frastructure, development
projects, and administrative
support while allowing re-
gional leaders to retain their
independent political voice.

Unlike many regional
parties that have either
aligned with or opposed the
Centre on ideological
grounds, the ZPM seeks a
middle path-supporting de-
velopment initiatives while
retaining complete political
autonomy.

Pragmatism Over
Politics

The recent alliance be-
tween the ZPM and the BJP
in the Chakma Autonomous
District Council (CADC)
created speculation that the
party was preparing to join
the NDA. Lalduhoma, how-
ever, dismissed such as-
sumptions.

He explained that the
CADC arrangement was
purely a matter of political
arithmetic. No single party
had enough members to
form the Executive Commit-
tee, making cooperation
unavoidable. The alliance,
he said, should not be inter-
preted as an ideological shift
or a precursor to joining the
NDA.

This distinction highlights
an important feature of In-
dian federal politics: parties
may cooperate on gover-
nance at one level while
maintaining different politi-
cal positions at another.
The Politics of Balance

For the BJP-led NDA,
bringing influential regional
parties into its fold remains
an important political ob-
jective, particularly in the
Northeast where regional
aspirations play a significant
role in electoral politics. An

alliance with the ZPM
would further strengthen the
NDA's presence in a stra-
tegically important border
state.

For the ZPM, however,
political independence ap-
pears equally valuable. Re-
maining outside formal alli-
ances allows the party to
negotiate directly with the
Centre on issues concern-
ing Mizoram while avoiding
the perception that regional
priorities are subordinate to
national political agendas.

This balancing act also
reflects the maturity of
India's federal structure,
where cooperation be-
tween the Centre and states
need not always depend on
coalition politics.

What Lies Ahead?
Although Lalduhoma has

ruled out joining the NDA
‘for now,’ politics is rarely
static. Electoral dynamics,
national developments, and
regional priorities can re-
shape political equations
over time.

For the moment, how-
ever, the message from
Aizawl is clear: the ZPM
seeks partnership without
political merger. It is willing
to work closely with the
Union Government on de-
velopment and governance
but is equally determined to
preserve its independent
regional identity.

In a political environ-
ment often divided into rigid
camps, Mizoram's ap-
proach offers an alternative
model-one that prioritises
constructive engagement
over formal alliance.
Whether this strategy con-
tinues to benefit the state in
the years ahead will depend
not only on political calcu-
lations but also on how ef-
fectively cooperation trans-
lates into development for
the people of Mizoram.

ZPM Rejects NDA Membership: Mizoram
Chief Minister Lalduhoma clarified that the Zoram

People's Movement (ZPM) has not joined the
NDA, and the issue is not under consideration.

PM Modi & Amit Shah Invited ZPM:
Lalduhoma revealed that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah have repeat-

edly invited the party to join the NDA since it
formed the government.

Cooperation Without Coalition: The ZPM
prefers to maintain cordial relations with the Centre
while preserving its independent regional identity,

rather than becoming a formal NDA ally.

CBI Launches Na-
tionwide Crack-
down on Digital Ar-
rest Scam

New Delhi : In one of
it’s biggest coordinated
operations against
cybercrime, the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) on 24th June car-
ried out raids at more
than 80 locations across
16 states as part of its
ongoing probe into the
growing digital arrest
scam. The nationwide
operation, conducted un-
der Operation Chakra,
aims to dismantle
organised cybercrime
networks involved in de-
frauding victims through
fake law enforcement and
judicial threats.

The CBI constituted
60 special teams to con-
duct simultaneous
searches in Punjab,
Gujarat, Delhi,
Maharashtra, Haryana,
Tamil Nadu, Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Assam, West Bengal,
Manipur, Karnataka and
Odisha. According to the
agency, the investigation
covers over 200 cases
linked to digital arrest
frauds. During the opera-
tion, two suspects were
arrested for allegedly cre-
ating shell companies and
opening fraudulent bank
accounts used to launder
money obtained through
cyber scams.

Investigators also un-
covered evidence that the
fraudsters had created a
fake website closely re-
sembling the official
website of the Supreme
Court of India. The
website was allegedly
used to deceive victims
into believing they were
under investigation by law
enforcement agencies and
to extort money. The case
was registered after a
complaint from the Su-
preme Court Registry.

The CBI said its inves-
tigation has revealed that
the scam targeted both In-
dian and foreign nationals,
highlighting the interna-
tional dimensions of the
cybercrime network.
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The FIFA World Cup 2026
has entered a crucial phase,
captivating football fans
across the globe with a blend
of thrilling encounters, sur-
prise results, and historic
achievements. Being hosted
jointly by the United States,
Canada, and Mexico, the tour-
nament has already earned a
place in football history as the
first-ever World Cup featuring
48 participating nations, mak-
ing it the largest edition since
the competition began in
1930. However, the expanded
format has also created oppor-
tunities for emerging football
nations to challenge the estab-
lished order, adding a fresh di-
mension to the world's most
prestigious sporting event.

Among the teams that have
already booked their places in
the Round of 32 are Argentina,
Germany, France, Norway,
Mexico, and the United
States. These sides have deliv-
ered strong performances dur-
ing the group stage and are
among the leading contenders
for the title.

Defending champions Ar-
gentina continue to impress,
led by veteran superstar Lionel
Messi, who recently became
the all-time leading
goalscorer in FIFA World Cup
history. France, spearheaded
by Kylian Mbappé, and Ger-

FIFA World Cup 2026 Reaches Defining
Stage as Giants March Ahead

Jan Jan Vichar
Pijush Saloi

many have also demonstrated
their championship creden-
tials with convincing displays.

Teams such as Uzbekistan,
Jordan, Curaçao, and Cape
Verde have brought fresh ex-
citement and demonstrated
the growing global reach of
football. Their participation
reflects FIFA's goal of expand-
ing opportunities through the
48-team format.

As the competition moves
closer to the knockout stage,
excitement continues to build
across the host nations.
Packed stadiums, passionate

supporters, and high-quality
football have combined to
make FIFA World Cup 2026
one of the most memorable
editions of the tournament.

The World Cup has also
produced several memorable
moments and dramatic con-
tests. Last-minute goals, stun-
ning upsets, and remarkable
individual performances have
kept fans on the edge of their
seats. Several matches have
showcased the
unpredictability that makes
football the world's most
popular sport.

Off the field, organisers
have faced certain challenges.
Weather conditions in some
host cities have occasionally
disrupted schedules, while
concerns regarding playing
surfaces at a few venues have
sparked debate among players
and coaches.

Technology has also played
a major role in shaping the
tournament experience. Ad-
vanced officiating systems,
real-time analytics, and un-
precedented digital coverage
have brought fans closer to
the action than ever before.
Millions are following
matches through multiple
platforms, engaging in discus-
sions across social media, and

consuming football content
around the clock. In many
ways, the World Cup is no
longer confined to stadiums;
it exists simultaneously on
screens, smartphones, and
online communities world-
wide.

For Indian football fans, the
tournament has provided an
opportunity to witness the
highest standards of interna-
tional football while also
drawing attention to the
progress being made by
emerging football nations.
Many experts believe that the
success of smaller countries
in this World Cup offers valu-
able lessons for developing
football systems around the
world, including in India.

FIFA World Cup 2026 is
shaping up to be one of the
most memorable editions in
the competition's rich history.
The coming weeks promise in-
tense drama, unforgettable
moments, and perhaps a few
more surprises before a new
world champion is crowned.
In that sense, the true legacy
of FIFA World Cup 2026 may
not be remembered solely
through its champion, but
through the way it redefined
what a World Cup can be in the
twenty-first century.

Mexico goalkeeper Guillermo Ochoa (13) is celebrated by his team after the World Cup
Group A soccer match between Czechia and Mexico in Mexico City.

Switzerland's Remo Freuler (8) plays the ball in front of
Canada's Stephen Eustaquio (7) during the World Cup Group
B soccer match between Switzerland and Canada in
Vancouver, British Columbia.
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Venezuela is battling one
of the worst natural disas-
ters in its recent history af-
ter two powerful earth-
quakes measuring 7.2 and
7.5 on the Richter scale
struck within less than a
minute of each other on
24th June evening, causing
widespread devastation
across the country. The twin
quakes flattened buildings,
damaged vital infrastruc-
ture, and trapped hundreds
beneath collapsed struc-
tures, prompting the gov-
ernment to declare a na-
tionwide State of Emer-
gency.

According to the U.S.
Geological Survey
(USGS), the first earth-
quake struck about 160
kilometres west of
Caracas, followed just 39
seconds later by an even
stronger tremor. Both
earthquakes occurred at
relatively shallow depths,
making their impact signifi-
cantly more destructive.
More than twenty after-
shocks were also re-

Venezuela Roacked by Twin Earthquakes
Powerful 7.2 & 7.5 Magnitude Quakes Trigger Massive Destruction, State of Emergency
Declared as Rescue Race Intensifies, fatalities could range between 10,000 and 100,000

Jan Jan Vichar
Caracas

corded, forcing frightened
residents to remain out-
doors as fears of further
collapses spread across af-
fected cities.

The capital city,
Caracas, bore the brunt of
the disaster. Residential
apartments, commercial
buildings, offices, and pub-
lic infrastructure suffered
extensive damage. Roads
cracked, power and com-
munication networks were
disrupted, and several dis-
tricts reported collapsed
buildings with people
trapped beneath the debris.
Rescue workers,
firefighters, military person-

nel, and volunteers contin-
ued search-and-rescue op-
erations through the night
using heavy equipment and
sniffer dogs in the hope of
finding survivors.

Although Venezuelan
authorities have not yet re-
leased an official nationwide
death toll, the USGS issued
a Red Alert, warning that
the disaster could result in
very high casualties be-
cause of the intensity of the
earthquakes and the vul-
nerability of buildings in the
affected region. Its prelimi-
nary modelling estimates
that fatalities could range
between 10,000 and

100,000, but these figures
are projections rather than
confirmed counts.

Interim President Delcy
Rodríguez announced a na-
tionwide state of emer-
gency and appealed for in-
ternational assistance. Ex-
pressing condolences to
families who lost loved
ones, she assured citizens
that every available national
resource had been
mobilised for rescue and
relief operations. Authori-
ties also ordered people to
stay away from damaged
structures as powerful af-
tershocks continued to
shake the country.

The disaster struck on
Venezuela's Independence
Day holiday, when most
people were at home with
their families, increasing the
potential human toll. Wit-
nesses described scenes of
panic as buildings swayed
violently and frightened
residents rushed into the
streets. Hospitals declared
emergency protocols, while
medical teams worked
around the clock to treat
the injured. The country's
largest international airport,
Simón Bolívar International
Airport, was closed after
suffering structural damage,
disrupting domestic and in-
ternational flights.

The international com-
munity responded swiftly.
India expressed deep con-
dolences, with Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi stating
that India stands ready to
provide every possible as-
sistance to the people of
Venezuela. The United
States also announced its
willingness to support res-
cue and humanitarian op-
erations as emergency
teams continue to assess the
full scale of the catastrophe.

Fresh questions have
emerged over the financial
management of the Ram
Temple Trust after reports
indicated that an internal
audit conducted in 2020
had identified serious short-
comings in donation man-
agement, record keeping,
and administrative proce-
dures-years before the al-
leged theft of temple offer-
ings came to light.

According to reports,
the audit, carried out shortly
after the formation of the
Trust, warned that the ab-
sence of a Standard Oper-
ating Procedure (SOP) for
financial and administrative
activities could undermine

2020 Audit Report Flagged Ram Temple Management Lapses
SIT May Examine Earlier Audit as Probe into

Alleged Offering Theft Continues

Jan Jan Vichar
Lucknow

transparency and account-
ability. The auditors report-
edly recommended com-
prehensive procedures for
handling donations, main-
taining records, managing
human resources, and en-
suring proper financial over-
sight.

The report is said to
have expressed particular
concern over the manage-
ment of cash donations and
jewellery offerings, recom-
mending the maintenance of
detailed stock registers,
stronger monitoring sys-
tems, and trained person-
nel to supervise financial

transactions. It also high-
lighted deficiencies in data
security, digital record man-
agement, and internal IT
controls.

The developments
come as a Special Investi-
gation Team (SIT) exam-
ines allegations of theft and
financial irregularities re-

lated to temple offerings.
According to media re-
ports, the SIT's preliminary
findings have also raised
questions about financial
management within the
Trust. Investigators are ex-
pected to examine whether
the recommendations made
in the 2020 audit were
implemented or ignored.

The central issue now is
whether the deficiencies
identified six years ago con-
tributed to the alleged ir-
regularities under investiga-
tion. If the recommenda-
tions had been acted upon
promptly, observers say,

stronger internal controls
might have reduced the risk
of financial misconduct.

No final conclusions
have yet been reached by
the SIT, and the investiga-
tion is ongoing. The Trust
has not publicly responded
in detail to the latest re-
ported findings.

The case has renewed
calls for greater transpar-
ency, robust auditing, and
stronger governance in the
administration of major re-
ligious institutions that re-
ceive large public dona-
tions. As the investigation
progresses, attention will
remain focused on whether
systemic lapses, rather than
isolated misconduct, al-
lowed the alleged irregu-
larities to occur.
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The political landscape ahead of
the 2027 electoral cycle is witness-
ing another phase of realignment.
Recent debates surrounding the
strength of the INDIA alliance have
once again raised an important
question: Can Rahul Gandhi emerge
as the consensus leader of a diverse
opposition, or will powerful regional
parties increasingly chart their own
course?

The discussion gained momen-
tum following political commentary
suggesting that several opposition
parties are reassessing their elec-
toral strategies amid changing na-
tional equations. While such assess-
ments remain speculative, they re-
flect a broader reality-coalition
politics in India is entering a period
of uncertainty.

The BJP-led National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA) appears de-
termined to strengthen its parlia-
mentary position after facing chal-
lenges in pushing certain legislation
during previous sessions. Political
observers believe that the govern-
ment is actively working to build
broader support for key bills, en-
couraging new political equations
across party lines.

At the same time, reports of in-
ternal differences within opposition
parties have added to questions
about the future of the INDIA bloc.
There have been discussions about
growing distance between the Con-
gress and the DMK, changing po-
litical calculations within the
Trinamool Congress, and uncer-
tainty surrounding the future strat-
egy of Shiv Sena (UBT). However,
many of these developments re-
main matters of political specula-
tion, and the positions of the re-
spective parties continue to evolve.

For Rahul Gandhi, the challenge
is larger than leading the Congress.

Can Rahul Gandhi Hold INDIA Together?
Jan Jan Vichar
Kamlesh

He must convince influential re-
gional leaders that the alliance is
based on partnership rather than
political dominance. Leaders such
as Mamata Banerjee, Uddhav
Thackeray, Sharad Pawar, M.K.
Stalin, and others command signifi-
cant regional support and have in-
dependent political priorities.
Maintaining unity among such di-

verse partners requires constant
dialogue, mutual respect, and a
shared political vision.

Another challenge for the op-
position is balancing national lead-
ership with regional aspirations. In
many states, regional parties enjoy
stronger public support than the
Congress. Any perception that one
party seeks to dominate the alliance

may create friction, especially when
seat-sharing and leadership ques-
tions arise before major elections.

Meanwhile, the NDA continues
to benefit from a relatively cohe-
sive leadership structure. With a
clear central command and coor-
dinated electoral strategy, the alli-
ance has projected stability, which
remains an important factor in In-
dian politics.

However, Indian politics has
repeatedly demonstrated that alli-
ances can change rapidly. Today's
rivals may become tomorrow's
partners, while today's allies may
pursue independent paths depend-
ing on regional interests and elec-
toral arithmetic. Coalition politics
has always been dynamic, and no
political equation can be consid-
ered permanent.

Ultimately, the future of the IN-
DIA alliance will depend not merely
on speeches or public meetings but
on its ability to resolve internal dif-
ferences, develop a common
programme, and present a credible
alternative to voters. Equally, the
NDA will have to sustain its politi-
cal momentum through gover-
nance, effective legislation, and
continued public confidence.

The coming months will there-
fore be crucial. As Parliament pre-
pares for future sessions and states
move closer to important elections,
both alliances face significant tests.
Whether Rahul Gandhi succeeds in
keeping the opposition united—or
whether regional ambitions reshape
India's political landscape once
again—will be one of the defining
stories of the country's next elec-
toral chapter.

In Indian democracy, alliances
are built not only on ideology but
also on trust, accommodation, and
electoral realities. Leadership is im-
portant, but coalition politics ulti-
mately succeeds when every part-
ner believes its voice matters.

At the same time, reports of internal differ-
ences within opposition parties have added to
questions about the future of the INDIA bloc.
There have been discussions about growing

distance between the Congress and the
DMK, changing political calculations within

the Trinamool Congress, and uncertainty
surrounding the future strategy of Shiv

Sena (UBT).

The tragic fire in Lucknow, which
claimed the lives of several coaching stu-
dents, is more than an accident-it is a
shocking indictment of a system that re-
peatedly ignores public safety. Every ma-
jor fire disaster is followed by compen-
sation, arrests, and inquiry committees,
yet little changes. The same lapses return,
and innocent lives continue to be lost.

The real issue is accountability. Did

When Negligence
Becomes a Killer

the building comply with fire safety
norms? Were emergency exits available
and functional? If violations existed for
years, responsibility lies not only with the
building owner but also with municipal au-
thorities, fire departments, and officials
who failed to enforce the law.

Across India, commercial buildings,
coaching centres, hospitals, and malls of-
ten operate with inadequate safety measures
while inspections remain weak or compro-
mised. Human life cannot be sacrificed for
profit or administrative negligence.

India does not need more promises
after every tragedy-it needs strict en-
forcement before disasters occur. Man-
datory safety audits, regular fire drills,
severe penalties for violators, and per-
sonal accountability for negligent offi-
cials must become the norm.

A nation's progress is measured not
by the compensation it pays after a di-
saster, but by its ability to prevent one.
Until safety becomes non-negotiable,
such tragedies will continue to expose
the deadly cost of official apathy.
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Acids, Bases and Salts
The Foundation of Everyday Chemistry

Chemistry is everywhere-from
the food we eat to the medicines
we take. Understanding acids,
bases and salts helps us understand
the science behind daily life.

Acids, bases and salts are
among the most important topics
in Class X Science. They are not
only essential for scoring well in the
Board Examination but also help us
understand many natural and indus-
trial processes around us. Whether
it is the sour taste of lemon, the
antacid we take for stomach acid-
ity, or the baking soda used in
cakes, all are examples of the prac-
tical application of this chapter.
What are Acids?

Acids are substances that re-
lease hydrogen ions (H+) when dis-
solved in water. They usually have
a sour taste and can react with
metals and carbonates. Acids turn
blue litmus paper red, which is one
of the simplest tests to identify them.

Common Examples:
Hydrochloric Acid (HCl)
Sulphuric Acid (H

2
SO

4
)

Nitric Acid (HNO3)
Acetic Acid (CH3COOH) –

found in vinegar
Citric Acid – found in lemons

and oranges
Strong acids ionise completely

in water, while weak acids ionise
only partially.
What are Bases?

Bases are substances that pro-
duce hydroxide ions (OH-) in wa-
ter. They generally have a bitter
taste and a slippery or soapy feel.
Bases turn red litmus paper blue.

Common Examples:
Sodium Hydroxide (NaOH)
Potassium Hydroxide (KOH)
Calcium Hydroxide [Ca(OH)

2
]

Magnesium Hydroxide
[Mg(OH)

2
]

Strong bases completely disso-
ciate in water, whereas weak bases
dissociate only partially.
Understanding Indicators

Indicators are chemicals that
change colour depending on
whether a solution is acidic or
basic.

The pH Scale
The pH scale measures how

acidic or basic a solution is.
pH below 7 – Acidic
pH equal to 7 – Neutral
pH above 7 – Basic
The lower the pH value, the

stronger the acid. Similarly, the
higher the pH value, the stronger
the base.
Importance of pH in Daily Life

The pH scale has many practi-
cal applications:

Digestion: Our stomach se-
cretes hydrochloric acid to digest
food. Excess acid causes indiges-
tion, which is treated using antac-
ids.

Tooth Decay: When the pH in
the mouth falls below 5.5, tooth
enamel starts dissolving. Brushing
with basic toothpaste helps prevent
decay.

Agriculture: Farmers test soil
pH before cultivating crops be-
cause different plants grow best in
different pH conditions.

Animal and Insect Stings:
Bee and ant stings contain acids,

while wasp stings are alkaline. Ap-
propriate treatment depends on the
nature of the sting.

Environmental Protection:
The pH of lakes, rivers and rain-
water affects aquatic life and agri-
culture.
Neutralisation Reaction

A neutralisation reaction occurs
when an acid reacts with a base to
produce salt and water, usually re-
leasing heat.

Example:
HCl + NaOH - NaCl + H

2
O

This reaction has many applica-
tions, including the preparation of
medicines and treatment of acidic
soils.

Washing Soda (Na
2
CO

3
·10H

2
O)

Used for washing clothes.
Removes permanent hardness

of water.
Used in the manufacture of

glass, paper and soaps.
Bleaching Powder (CaOCl

2
)

Disinfects drinking water.
Bleaches cotton and linen.
Used as a bleaching agent in

paper industries.
Plaster of Paris (CaSO

4
·½H

2
O)

Used for making statues and
toys.

Used in hospitals for fractured
bones.

Used for decorative ceilings and
moulds.

Indicator Acid Base

Blue Litmus Turns Red No Change
Red Litmus No Change Turns Blue
Phenolphthalein Colourless Pink
Methyl Orange Red Yellow
Universal Indicator Red to Orange Blue to Violet

The Universal Indicator gives a wide range of colours and
helps determine the approximate pH value of a solution.

IMPORTANT CHEMICAL REACTIONS
Students should remember these three fundamental reactions:
1. Acid + Metal
Acid + Metal - Salt + Hydrogen Gas
Example:
Zn + 2HCl- ZnCl

2
 + H

2
?

2. Acid + Metal Carbonate
Acid + Carbonate - Salt + Water + Carbon Dioxide
Example:
Na2CO3 + 2HCl - 2NaCl + H2O + CO2?
3. Acid + Base
Acid + Base - Salt + Water
This is called the Neutralisation Reaction.

Common Salts and Their Uses
Baking Soda (NaHCO

3
)

Used in baking powder to make
cakes soft and fluffy.

Used as an antacid.
Used in soda-acid fire extin-

guishers.

Important  Activities
Board frequently asks

questions based on  practical
activities. Students should
revise the activities given in
text book.
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Every few weeks, social
media discovers a new re-
lationship controversy. One
month it is ‘red flags’ in dat-
ing. The next, it is debates
over feminism, marriage,
masculinity, or family ex-
pectations. The latest
storm erupted after a rela-
tionship coach's viral state-
ment advising women not to
marry Indian men.

Predictably, the internet
exploded. Supporters
called it an uncomfortable
truth, while critics con-
demned it as a sweeping
stereotype.

But beneath the outrage
lies a more important ques-
tion: Why are relationship
debates becoming India's

favourite online battle-
ground?

The answer lies in a so-
ciety undergoing rapid
transformation. Today's
young Indians are more
educated, financially inde-
pendent, and digitally con-
nected than any previous
generation. Traditional ex-
pectations about marriage,
gender roles, and family re-
sponsibilities are being chal-

lenged by new ideas about
equality, personal freedom,
and emotional compatibility.

Social media amplifies
these tensions. Platforms
reward strong opinions, not
nuanced discussions. A
controversial statement can
generate millions of views
within hours, turning com-
plex social issues into binary
choices-right or wrong,
progressive or regressive.
As a result, genuine con-
versations about relation-
ships often become shout-
ing matches.

At the same time,
changing aspirations are
reshaping the institution of
marriage itself. Many young
people now prioritize emo-
tional connection, mutual
respect, and personal
growth over social ap-

Don’t Marry Indian Men

Deep beneath the lush
hills of Meghalaya, where
sunlight never reaches and
silence dominates, scientists
have uncovered two re-
markable new species that
remind us how much of na-
ture still remains unex-
plored. The discovery of
two microscopic cave-
dwelling snails-Georissa
meghalayaensis and
Acmella bensoni-has
added another chapter to
Northeast India's extraordi-
nary biodiversity story.

The newly discovered
species, found inside the
limestone cave systems of
Krem Puri and Arwah, are
so tiny that they can only be
properly identified under a
microscope. Yet, despite
their size, they carry enor-
mous scientific significance.
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Kumar Das and Neelavar
Ananthram Aravind of the
Ashoka Trust for Research
in Ecology and the Environ-
ment (ATREE) docu-
mented the discoveries,
which were recently pub-
lished in the European Jour-
nal of Taxonomy. Their
work highlights the rich but
poorly understood under-
ground ecosystems of
Meghalaya.

One of the species,
Georissa meghalayaensis,
was discovered near the
entrance of Krem Puri

cave. It is instantly recog-
nizable by its striking
orangish-red shell deco-
rated with intricate mesh-
like ridges. Named after the
state where it was found,
the species appears to ex-
ist nowhere else in the
world.

The second species,
Acmella bensoni, was
found deeper inside the
caves. Its tiny translucent
shell and delicate ribbed
structure make it unique
among India's cave snails.
It was named in honour of

William H. Benson, the
19th-century naturalist re-
garded as one of the pio-
neers of Indian malacology-
the scientific study of mol-
luscs.

A Global Biodiversity
Hotspot

Meghalaya lies within
the Indo-Burma
Biodiversity Hotspot, one
of the world's richest eco-
logical regions. With over
1,200 limestone caves, the
state provides ideal habitats
for specialised organisms
that have evolved in com-
plete darkness over thou-
sands of years.

Scientists believe many
more unknown species are
waiting to be discovered in
these underground worlds.
Every expedition into these
caves has the potential to
reveal organisms found no-
where else on Earth.

Fragile Ecosystems
Under Threat

The excitement of dis-
covery comes with a seri-
ous warning.

Researchers caution
that growing tourism inside
popular caves could unin-
tentionally damage these
fragile ecosystems. Heavy
foot traffic, artificial lighting,
construction of stairways,
and human disturbance may
alter the delicate environ-
mental conditions required
for these tiny creatures to
survive.

Limestone mining poses
an even greater threat.
Since these snails depend
entirely on limestone cave
habitats, mining activities
could permanently destroy
ecosystems that took mil-
lions of years to evolve.

Unlike larger animals,
microscopic cave species
often go unnoticed, making
conservation even more
challenging.
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