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on Unregu

Jan Jan Vichar
...25New Delhi —‘

A growing number of
Indian states have
launched reviews and
regulatory measures
aimed at bringing
madrasa education under
greater administrative se-
curity, reigniting a nation-
wide debate over educa-
tional standards, transpar-
ency and national integra-
tion.

Recent initiatives in
West Bengal, Uttar-
akhand, Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh indicate a shift to-
ward stricter monitoring of
madrasa institutions. Gov-
ernments argue that the ob-
jective is to ensure compli-
ance with educational
norms, financial account-
ability and child welfare
standards while promot-
ing modern education
alongside religious in-
struction.

In West Bengal, au-
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thorities have initiated a
comprehensive survey of
madrasas across the state.
District officials have
been directed to collect
details regarding registra-
tion status, establishment
records, teaching staff,
hostel facilities and cur-
riculum structures. The
move is intended to iden-
tify institutions operating
within legal frameworks
and those functioning
without proper authoriza-
tion.

The issue has gained
further prominence fol-
lowing reforms in

k|

Uttarakhand, where the
state government re-
viewed madrasa opera-
tions after implementing
the Uniform Civil Code.
Officials reported con-
cerns regarding unrecog-
nized institutions, inad-
equate teaching infra-
structure and limited ac-
cess to modern subjects.
The state has subse-
quently introduced a new
regulatory framework for
minority educational in-
stitutions, emphasizing
qualified teachers, trans-
parent financial manage-
ment and contemporary

education.

Bihar has also ordered
audits of government-
aided madrasas and San-
skrit schools. State au-
thorities maintain that in-
stitutions receiving pub-
lic funds must be ac-
countable and adhere to
prescribed educational
standards. Meanwhile,
administrative action
against allegedly unau-
thorized madrasas in
parts of Uttar Pradesh has
intensified the national
conversation.

Supporters of these
measures argue that all
educational institutions,
regardless of their reli-
gious affiliation, should
be subject to uniform
standards of transparency,
safety and academic qual-
ity. They contend that stu-
dents must be equipped
with modern skills and
scientific knowledge to

Continued on Page 17

Assam Raises
DA and DR
to 60%

Guwabhati: In a sig-
nificant relief for gov-
ernment employees and
pensioners, the Assam
Cabinet has approved a
2 per cent increase in
Dearness Allowance
(DA) and Dearness Re-
lief (DR), raising the
rate from 58 per cent to
60 per cent. The revised
rates will come into ef-
fect from July 2026 and
are expected to benefit
more than eight lakh
serving employees and
pensioners across the
state.Announcing the
decision Assam Chief
Minister Dr. Himanta
Biswa Sarma said that
the state government
remains committed to
the welfare and finan-
cial security of its
workforce and retired
personnel.Our employ-
ees and pensioners are
valued partners in
Assam's growth story.
To further support them,
the Assam Cabinet has
approved a2 per cent in-
crease in DA and DR,
taking it from 58 per cent
to 60 per cent from this
July, the Chief Minister
stated.The enhancement
comes ata time whenris-
ing inflation and increas-
ing household

Continued on Page 17

Assam Emerges as India's Rubber Powerhouse

Jan Jan Vichar
...25Guwahati —‘

Assam 1is steadily
carving out a new identity
in India's plantation
economy. Long cel-
ebrated for its tea gar-
dens, the state is now
emerging as a major force
in the natural rubber sec-
tor, with nearly 50,000
hectares under cultivation
and the distinction of be-
ing India's third-largest
rubber producer after
Kerala and Tripura.

The development re-
flects a broader transfor-
mation taking place
across the Northeast,

where rubber cultivation
has expanded rapidly
over the past decade. Ac-
cording to officials of the
Rubber Board, Assam has
become a key contributor
to the region's growing
share of India's natural
rubber production, help-
ing reduce dependence on
imports while creating
new livelihood opportu-
nities for thousands of
farmers.

The success is being
driven by a combination
of government support,
technological innovation
and expanding market
opportunities. A signifi-
cant milestone was

Kapil Chaudhary ad-
dresses media persons in
Guwahati.

achieved with the plant-
ing of the world's first
genetically modified rub-
ber variety designed spe-
cifically for the climatic
conditions of the North-
east. Experts believe this
breakthrough could sub-

stantially improve pro-
ductivity and farmer in-
comes in the coming
years.

The Rubber Board's
INROAD Project has also
accelerated plantation
expansion, benefiting
more than two lakh grow-
ers across the Northeast
and West Bengal. Indus-
try leaders say the focus
is now shifting from
merely increasing acre-
age to enhancing produc-
tivity and value addition.

Equally significant are
the opportunities emerg-
ing from India's Free
Trade Agreements, which
are opening new interna-

tional markets for planta-
tion products. With ex-
ports becoming a central
pillar of economic
growth, Assam's rubber
sector is well-positioned
to capitalize on rising glo-
bal demand.

For decades, Assam's
economy has been syn-
onymous with tea. How-
ever, the rise of rubber
signals a diversification
that could strengthen ru-
ral incomes, generate
employment and attract
fresh investments. As glo-
bal industries increas-
ingly seek reliable natu-
ral rubber supplies,

Continued on Page 17
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Shillong Set to Host Northeast's
Biggest Infrastructure Summit

Jan Jan Vichar
...25Shillong —‘

Meghalaya's capital is
set to become the focal
point of Northeast India's
development discourse
as it hosts the North East
India Infrastructure Sum-
mit & Exhibition
(NEIINFRA Summit)
2026 on June 15 and 16.
The event is expected to
bring together more than
800 delegates, including
senior government offi-
cials, Union ministers,
industry leaders, inves-
tors and infrastructure
experts.

Organised by the Fed-
eration of Industry &
Commerce of North
Eastern Region (FINER)
in collaboration with the
Government of
Meghalaya, the summit
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aims to create a common
platform for policy dis-
cussions, investment pro-
motion and regional in-
frastructure planning.
Union Road Transport
and Highways Minister
Nitin Gadkari is sched-
uled to inaugurate the
summit, while
Meghalaya Chief Minis-
ter Conrad K. Sangma
will attend as the guest of
honour. Representatives
from all eight Northeast-
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ern states and several key
Union ministries are ex-
pected to participate.
The summit will focus
on critical sectors such as
roads and highways, avia-
tion, tourism, digital con-
nectivity, industrial infra-
structure, ports and inland
waterways. More than
eight thematic sessions
and a large exhibition
showcasing emerging
technologies, startups and
infrastructure solutions

Meghalaya Embraces Al Revolu-
tion in Farms and Classrooms

State Partners
with
Wadhwani Al

to Transform

Jan Jan Vichar
....25Shillong —‘

In a significant step
towards technology-
driven  governance,
Meghalaya has partnered
with Wadhwani Al to de-
ploy artificial intelligence
solutions in agriculture
and education, making it
one of the pioneering
states in the Northeast to
integrate advanced digital
tools into public service
delivery.

The Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU),

Agriculture
and Education

signed on June 10 be-
tween the State Council
of Science, Technology
and Environment
(SCSTE) and Wadhwani
Al, aims to improve the
lives of farmers, teachers
and students through
data-driven interventions.

Under the initiative,
farmers will receive lo-
calized advisories, Al-as-
sisted decision-support
systems and real-time
pest and disease surveil-
lance. Officials believe
these tools will help im-
prove crop productivity,

reduce losses and
strengthen agricultural
planning across the state.

In the education sec-
tor, Meghalaya plans to
introduce an Al-powered
Oral Reading Fluency
system that will assess
students' reading abilities
and identify learning gaps
at an early stage. The
technology is expected to
assist teachers and educa-
tion administrators in de-
signing timely academic
interventions.

Beyond these sectors,
the partnership will focus
on research, skill devel-
opment and responsible
use of emerging technolo-
gies. The move reflects
Meghalaya's growing
ambition to harness arti-
ficial intelligence not
merely as a technological
tool but as a catalyst for
inclusive development
and better governance.

are planned.
Organisers
_ believe the event
could serve as a
catalyst for at-
tracting invest-
ments, strength-
ening public-pri-
vate partnerships
¥ and accelerating
economic
growth across
the Northeast.
A New Vision for

the Northeast

Over the past decade,
infrastructure develop-
ment has emerged as a
key driver of growth in
the region. Improved
highways, airports, digi-
tal networks and logistics
corridors have enhanced
connectivity and opened
new economic opportuni-
ties.

The Shillong summit

-

is expected to build on
this momentum by bring-
ing policymakers and in-
vestors together to dis-
cuss long-term strategies
for sustainable and inclu-
sive development.

For decades, the
Northeast's development
potential remained con-
strained by inadequate in-
frastructure and limited
connectivity. Events such
as the NEIINFRA Summit
reflect a growing recogni-
tion that investment in
roads, digital networks,
tourism and logistics is
essential for unlocking the
region's economic prom-
ise. The challenge now is
to translate discussions
into tangible projects that
create jobs, attract invest-
ment and improve the
quality of life for millions
across the Northeast.

Tragedy Deepens Manipur's Eth-
nic Crisis, Six Bodies Recovered

Imphal: In a tragic
development that has
once again highlighted
the fragile security situa-
tion in Manipur, the bod-
ies of six persons be-
lieved to be among those
abducted during recent
ethnic violence were re-
covered on June 10 fol-
lowing an extensive joint
search operation by state
and central security
forces.

The recovery came af-
ter nearly 24 hours of in-
tensive searches involv-
ing around 450 personnel
from the Manipur Police,
CRPF and Assam Rifles,
supported by forensic ex-
perts and sniffer dog
units. Authorities have
launched an investiga-
tion to determine the ex-
act circumstances sur-
rounding the deaths.

The incident is linked
to a hostage crisis that
emerged after a deadly

ambush in Kangpokpi
district on May 13, which
triggered retaliatory de-
tentions between Naga
and Kuki groups. Al-
though several hostages
from both communities
were released through ne-
gotiations, six persons re-
mained unaccounted for
until the latest recovery.

The discovery of the
bodies has renewed con-
cerns about the continu-
ing ethnic tensions that
have plagued Manipur for
more than three years.
Community leaders and
civil society groups have
appealed for restraint and
justice, while security
agencies continue efforts
to prevent further escala-
tion.

The tragedy serves as
a grim reminder that last-
ing peace in Manipur can
only be achieved through
dialogue, reconciliation
and the rule of law.
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Modi Becomes India's Longest
Serving Elected Prime Minister

Jan Jan Vichar
....25New Delhi —‘

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on 10th
June created political his-
tory by becoming India's
longest continuously
serving elected Prime
Minister, surpassing the
record held by the
country's first Prime Min-
ister, Jawaharlal Nehru.

With 4,398 uninter-
rupted days in office since
assuming power on May
26, 2014, Modi has now
completed the longest
continuous tenure ever
served by an elected
Prime Minister in inde-
pendent India. The mile-
stone comes after three
consecutive electoral vic-
tories in 2014, 2019 and
2024, reflecting a decade-
long dominance of the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) in national politics.

The Union Cabinet
marked the occasion by
passing a congratulatory

Surpasses Nehru's Record of Continuous Tenure

resolution and giving the
Prime Minister a standing
ovation.

President Droupadi
Murmu hailed the
achievement as a reflec-
tion of the people's endur-
ing trust in Modi's lead-
ership, citing progress in
governance, economic
development and social

transformation during his
tenure.

International leaders,
including heads of gov-
ernment from Malaysia,
Nigeria and Kenya, also
extended their congratu-
lations, describing Modi's
political journey as a re-
markable example of
democratic leadership

WL
and public service.
However, the mile-
stone also triggered a
sharp political debate.
The Congress party ar-
gued that comparisons
with Jawaharlal Nehru
must take into account the
extraordinary challenges
of nation-building faced
during the early years of

Independence. Congress
leaders  highlighted
Nehru's role in shaping
democratic institutions,
integrating princely states
and laying the founda-
tions of modern India.

Political observers
note that beyond the num-
bers, the achievement
underscores a significant
shift in India's electoral
landscape. Modi has
emerged as the central
figure of Indian politics
for more than a decade,
reshaping governance,
welfare delivery, foreign
policy and political com-
munication.

In a country known for
its diverse electorate and
complex political dynam-
ics, winning three con-
secutive national man-
dates is a rare accomplish-
ment. Modi's continued
popularity and the BJP's
electoral success have
made him one of the most
influential leaders in con-
temporary Indian history.

PoJK Boils Under Pressure as Global Rights Bodies Raise Alarm

London/Islamabad: Paki-
stan-occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir (PoJK) has come under in-
tense international scrutiny fol-
lowing allegations of widespread
restrictions on civil liberties ahead
of regional elections. Amnesty In-
ternational and more than 40 Brit-

ish parliamentarians have report-
edly questioned Islamabad's han-
dling of'the situation, citing con-
cerns over internet shutdowns,
curbs on movement and the sup-
pression of dissent.

The controversy escalated af-
ter Pakistani authorities desig-

nated the Joint Awami Action
Committee (JAAC), a citizens'
organisation, as a terrorist outfit
following failed negotiations.
Human rights advocates have
criticised the move as an attempt
to silence democratic voices.
Reports of communication

blackouts, heavy security deploy-
ment and restrictions on public
gatherings have further deepened
concerns. British lawmakers have
urged Pakistan to restore nor-
malcy, safeguard fundamental
freedoms and ensure a transpar-
ent electoral process.

Continued from Page 15

Nationwide Crackdown on...

compete in an increasingly technology-
driven world. However, critics caution against
generalizations that portray madrasas as cen-
ters of extremism. They emphasize that thou-
sands of madrasas across India provide basic
education, religious instruction and social sup-
port to economically disadvantaged commu-
nities. Minority organizations have called for
reforms based on evidence and educational
improvement rather than political consider-
ations. The debate has also raised broader
questions about balancing religious freedom
with educational modernization. Experts sug-
gest that integrating mathematics, science,

technology and civic education into madrasa
curricula could help bridge gaps while preserv-
ing cultural and religious traditions.

As governments continue their reviews,
the discussion is likely to remain at the cen-
ter of India's educational and political land-
scape. The challenge before policymakers
will be to ensure that reforms strengthen edu-
cational outcomes, uphold constitutional val-
ues and promote social harmony without
alienating any community.

Assam Raises DA and DR...

expenses continue to put pressure on fam-
ily budgets. Officials said the revised allow-
ance is aimed at helping employees and pen-
sioners maintain their purchasing power and
cope with the rising cost of living.

Dearness Allowance is provided to serv-
ing government employees, while Dearness
Relief is extended to pensioners as com-
pensation against inflation. Both are revised
periodically based on economic conditions
and government policy decisions.

Assam Raises DA and DR...

Assam's plantations may become an impor-
tant link in international supply chains. The
growth of the rubber sector demonstrates how
scientific innovation, policy support and mar-
ket access can transform agriculture into a pow-
erful engine of economic development.
Assam's emergence as a rubber hub is not
merely a production story; it is a story of rural
transformation, entrepreneurship and the state's
expanding role in India's growth narrative.
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Unity Begins at Home

The recent meeting of the INDIA
bloc was expected to project a picture
of opposition unity and chart a
roadmap for challenging the BJP in the
years ahead. Instead, it highlighted the
deep divisions and unresolved tensions
within the alliance itself.

Several regional partners openly ex-
pressed dissatisfaction with the Con-
gress over issues ranging from seat-
sharing arrangements to poor coordi-
nation and inadequate consultation on

key political decisions. Calls for a per-
manent coordinator and a stronger
organisational structure reflected grow-
ing concerns about the alliance's func-
tioning.

The backdrop to the meeting was
equally significant. Political instability
in several opposition parties, particularly
the turmoil within the Trinamool Con-
gress, has raised questions about the
strength and durability of the opposition
camp. Internal dissent, leadership dis-
putes and organisational weaknesses
continue to haunt many parties that as-

pire to offer a national alternative.

History teaches that successful al-
liances are built not merely on oppo-
sition to a common rival but on shared
objectives, trust and discipline. While
INDIA bloc leaders remain united in
their criticism of the ruling establish-
ment, they appear divided on leader-
ship, strategy and long-term vision.

If the opposition hopes to emerge
as a credible alternative in 2029, it
must first address the cracks within its
own ranks. Political unity begins at
home.

Dear Gen Z, you don’t need to be treated like cockroaches

—Jan Jan Vichar —

...25Shashi Tharoor

Dear Gen Z Indians who
signed up to the “Cockroach
Janta Party”: It is impossible to
look at the current landscape of
India - the headlines, the stories
emerging from exam centres,
and the raw, unfiltered conver-
sations flooding social media-
without feeling the immense
weight of the collective frustra-
tion gripping your generation.

On May 16, Abhijeet Dipke
posted an invitation to join the
“Cockroach Janta Party”. Five
days later, he had 20 million
Instagram followers. His satiri-
cal movement has captured the
imagination of Gen Z and others
like you, frustrated by the inad-
equacies of our political system
and its failure to meet your
needs. Instagram is your town
square. But it is not a ballot box.

To those of you feeling lost,
angry, and disillusioned: your
pain is seen, and your anger is
heard. The reasons you signed up
for the CJP are valid. When you
dedicate years of your life to
preparation, sacrificing sleep,
social connection, and mental
well-being for a dream, the news
of paper leaks and system fail-
ures is not just a news headline
— it is a betrayal of your time,
your effort, and your future. The
tragic news of students losing
their lives in despair is a devas-
tating reminder that the “rotten
system” isn’t just an abstract

concept; it has real, human con-
sequences that cut to the core of
our society. But there is a danger
in mistaking an outlet for your
frustration as the solution to your
problems. It is not.

The emergence of move-
ments like the CJP offers a pow-
erful, albeit heartbreaking, piece
of political theatre. It captures the
visceral feeling of being treated
as disposable by a system that
seems unresponsive to the
struggles of ordinary citizens. It
seems a safe space for those of
you dealing with the crushing
weight of unemployment, the ris-
ing cost of living, and the nar-
rowing of the pathways to qual-
ity education. But while venting
and finding solidarity in this
movement is necessary for emo-
tional release, there is a danger
in stopping there. History shows
us that while rage can ignite a
fire, it requires a steady hand and
a clear strategy to build a struc-
ture that endures. Instagram
alone doesn’t do it.

If you want more than just
temporary attention, you must
channel this energy into some-
thing that forces the system to
bend. That is why working
within the system you feel has
failed you and pushing against
the existing system so that it
serves your needs is the most ef-
fective path forward.

First, as an MP myself, let me
tell you that you can make your
representatives accountable. The
system is not a monolith; it is
comprised of people who are, at
least in theory, beholden to you.
Flood the offices of your local
MLAs and MPs with structured
grievances and demand they take
it up with the authorities. Use the
RTI (Right to Information) Act to
demand transparency regarding

exam conduct and hiring quotas.
When enough voices demand an
answer on the record, silence be-
comes a political liability.

Next, you can leverage insti-
tutional pressure, even if you feel
the institutions of government
are not working for you. Mass
media thrives on narratives.
When your dissent is organised
around specific, actionable de-
mands (for example, specific
policy reforms for NTA over-
sight, concrete job creation plans,
time-bound commitment to fill
existing vacancies), the media is
forced to cover the solution, not
just the scandal. And parliamen-
tarians are forced to react as well,
to join a debate inside and out-
side the legislature about the ways
forward. Don’t forget there’s a lot
that still works well in India.
Make it work for you.

But you must professionalise
your advocacy. The most suc-
cessful movements in demo-
cratic history didn’t just shout;
they organised, they drafted, they
lobbied, they agitated. Engage
with student unions, legal collec-
tives, and policy advocacy
groups that know how to draft
petitions and fight cases in
courts. Turning “this is unfair”
into “this violates Article 14 or
Article 21” makes you impos-
sible to ignore. If all else fails,
take your case to court. But for
that, you need to have a case, not
just a set of slogans or memes
expressing your frustrations.

And don’t forget the power of
participation. True change often
happens in the mundane pro-
cesses of daily politics. By par-
ticipating constructively in local
civic bodies and engaging in in-
formed voter mobilisation, you
strip the “system” of'its comfort-
able default inertia. When you

become better informed and
more organised than the incum-
bents, you become a force that
has to be negotiated with.

The temptation to opt out of
the system is always there. It is
easy to feel that the game is
rigged and the odds are insur-
mountable. But remember: you
are the demographic majority in
a nation that is still defining its
identity. You have the numbers,
the digital fluency, and the moral
high ground to shift the needle
on the national compass. Your
aspirations reflect the nation’s
future. Your generation will soon
be in charge. Channel your de-
mands constructively, and you
can win.

One more word. Frustration is
not an end in itself. You don’t
need to be treated like cock-
roaches, and you don’t need to
adopt the label as your perma-
nent identity. Work with main-
stream politicians of your choice,
of all parties, to be the rebuilders
of a system that respects the dig-
nity of every student and every
job-seeker.

Don’t let your anger burn out
into apathy. Let it be the fuel for
a long-term, persistent demand
for the changes you deserve. The
system will only change when
those who suffer the most from
its failings decide to challenge
them from the inside, not while
staying outside.

Stay vocal, stay organised,
and most importantly, stay resil-
ient. You are the future of this
country, whether the current sys-
tem likes it or not. Seize the op-
portunity. Don’t give up — and
don’t just be content with vent-
ing on Instagram. Many of us are
listening, but you yourselves
must act.
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Adulthood in Waiting

- esNew Dell | The New Reality of Young India

As children, most of
us imagine adulthood as
a stage of freedom, inde-
pendence and achieve-
ment. We dream ofa suc-
cessful career, financial
stability, a home of our
own and a secure future.
However, for a growing
number of young Indians,
adulthood is turning into
a prolonged waiting pe-
riod, where major life de-
cisions are being post-
poned due to economic
uncertainty and changing
social realities.

Across India, many
members of Generation Z

and the millennial gen-
eration are delaying im-
portant milestones such
as marriage, home own-
ership, higher education
and even starting a fam-
ily. The reasons are not
difficult to understand.
Rising living costs, ex-
pensive housing, increas-
ing educational expenses
and an unpredictable job
market have made long-
term planning more chal-
lenging than ever before.
Even those with stable
jobs often hesitate to
make major financial
commitments, fearing fu-

ture uncertainties.

The impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic
continues to be felt by
many young people.
Those who entered the
workforce during or after
the pandemic faced dis-
ruptions in education, re-
duced employment op-
portunities and changing
workplace dynamics. At
the same time, rapid tech-
nological changes and the
rise of artificial intelli-
gence have created new
concerns about job secu-
rity and career growth.

Economic pressures

are also reshaping per-
sonal aspirations. Many
young professionals are
choosing to save money
rather than spend on wed-
dings, property or busi-
ness ventures. Others are
postponing higher studies
until they feel more finan-
cially secure. What previ-
ous generations consid-
ered natural steps in life
are now carefully calcu-
lated decisions.

Yet this trend should
not be viewed entirely
negatively. Today's youth
are increasingly focused
on financial responsibil-

ity, mental well-being and
work-life balance. They
are questioning tradi-
tional definitions of suc-
cess and creating their
own paths. Rather than
rushing into commit-
ments, many prefer to
build a stronger founda-
tion before taking the
next step. India's young
generation remains ambi-
tious and optimistic.
Their dreams have not
disappeared; they have
merely been delayed. The
challenge for
policymakers, educators
and employers is to cre-
ate an environment where
young people feel confi-
dent about the future.

India's Young Professionals Are Choosing
a Better Life Over Bigger Paychecks

Jan Jan Vichar
....25New Delhi —‘

For generations,
India's biggest cities have
symbolized ambition and
opportunity. From the
crowded streets of
Mumbai to the technol-
ogy corridors of
Bengaluru and the corpo-
rate hubs of Delhi NCR,
millions of young Indians
have migrated to metro-
politan centers in pursuit
of better jobs, higher
salaries and brighter fu-
tures. The belief was
simple: success lay in the
metros.

Today, however, a
quiet but significant shift
is taking place.

An increasing number
of young professionals
are rethinking what suc-
cess means. While career
growth remains impor-
tant, quality of life is
emerging as an equally
powerful consideration.
Long commutes, soaring
housing costs, pollution,
traffic congestion and the
stress of urban living are
prompting many to look
beyond the traditional
destinations of employ-

ment.

The rise of remote
work and digital connec-
tivity has accelerated this
transformation. Profes-
sionals in fields such as
information technology,
digital marketing, media,
education, consulting and
design no longer need to
be physically present in
major metropolitan of-
fices to contribute effec-
tively. As a result, many
are returning to their
hometowns or relocating
to smaller cities where
living costs are lower and
social support systems
are strongetr.

This trend is particu-
larly significant for
India's Tier-2 and Tier-3

cities. Places that were

once considered periph-
eral to the country's eco-
nomic growth are now
attracting skilled profes-
sionals, entrepreneurs
and startups. Improved
internet connectivity, ex-
panding infrastructure
and growing consumer
markets have made
smaller cities increas-
ingly attractive destina-
tions for both workers
and businesses.

The implications ex-
tend beyond individual
lifestyle choices. A more
balanced distribution of
talent can contribute to
regional development,
reduce pressure on over-
crowded metropolitan

centers and create new
opportunities in emerging
urban areas. Local econo-
mies benefit from in-
creased spending, greater
demand for services and
the infusion of skilled
human resources.

At the same time, the
shift presents challenges.
Smaller cities must
strengthen infrastructure,
healthcare, education and
public services to accom-
modate growing popula-
tions and sustain eco-
nomic momentum.
Policymakers and local
administrations will need
to ensure that develop-
ment keeps pace with
changing demographic
and employment patterns.

For employers, the
evolving preferences of
the workforce are also re-
shaping recruitment and
retention strategies. Flex-
ible work arrangements,
hybrid models and decen-
tralized operations are be-
coming essential tools for
attracting talent. Compa-
nies are increasingly rec-
ognizing that employees
value work-life balance,
affordability and personal
well-being alongside sal-

ary packages.

The changing aspira-
tions of India's youth re-
flect a broader social
transformation. Success
is no longer measured
solely by income or a
prestigious metropolitan
address. Increasingly, it is
being defined by a
healthier balance between
professional achievement
and personal fulfillment.

As India continues its
journey toward becoming
a major global economic
power, this emerging mi-
gration pattern may play
a crucial role in shaping
the country's future. The
story of development is
no longer confined to a
handful of metropolitan
centers. It is expanding
into smaller cities and
towns where ambition,
opportunity and quality of
life are finding a new
equilibrium.

The message from
India's young profession-
als is clear: a better life is
not always found in the
biggest city. Sometimes,
it is found in a place that
offers the space to grow,
work and live with dig-
nity and balance.
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Papon Launches Apne Khilaaf’

Jan Jan Vichar
....25Guwahati —‘

Renowned Assamese singer
and composer Papon has un-
veiled Apne Khilaaf, the first
song from his much-anticipated
ghazal album Mehfilz with
Papon. The release marks the
beginning of a unique musical
journey aimed at bringing the
timeless charm of ghazals closer
to contemporary audiences.

Released on June 2, Apne
Khilaaf introduces listeners to
the larger Mehfilz with Papon
series, which combines music,
poetry, and personal storytelling
in an intimate format. The ac-
companying music video recre-
ates the atmosphere of a tradi-
tional mehfil within a cozy liv-
ing-room setting, featuring spe-
cial appearances by actors
Pankaj Tripathi and Meiyang

The T-Shirt Revolution

g

From Undergarment to Fashion Ico

Jan Jan Vichar
....25Feature Desk—‘

for sailors.
The transformation

- S
Chang among a select audience.

Sharing his excitement on
social media, Papon described
the project as the realization of
along-cherished dream. He said
he had always wanted to create
a space where music, poetry, and
emotions could come together in

()

e

»

their purest form, and that
Mehfilz with Papon represents
that vision.

Speaking about the album,
Papon revealed that the project
had been in development for sev-
eral years. He noted that tradi-
tional mehfils had played a sig-

nificant role in shaping his mu-
sical journey and inspired the
concept behind the album. Ac-
cording to him, every aspect of
the project carries a deep per-
sonal connection.

The song has been composed
by Papon, while the lyrics have
been penned by acclaimed lyri-
cist Irshad Kamil. The duo
sought to preserve the beauty of
classical ghazal writing while
making the language and emo-
tions more accessible to modern
listeners. The album explores
contemporary themes of love, re-
lationships, and human emo-
tions, with the aim of connect-
ing with audiences across gen-
erations.

Apne Khilaaf is the first re-
lease from Mehfilz with Papon,
and several more tracks from the
album are expected to be un-
veiled in the coming weeks.

Today, the T-shirt is
one of the most popular
and versatile garments in
the world. Comfortable,
affordable, and stylish, it
has become a wardrobe
essential across all age
groups. However, its
journey began not as a
fashion statement but as
a simple men's undergar-
ment.

The origins of the T-
shirt can be traced back
to T-shaped cotton and
linen garments worn be-
neath expensive clothing
to absorb sweat and pro-
tect outerwear. Its popu-
larity grew in the nine-
teenth century, and in
1913 the United States
Navy officially adopted
the white cotton T-shirt
as standard underwear

from undergarment to
everyday wear acceler-
ated during World War II,
when American soldiers
frequently wore T-shirts.
After the war, images of
servicemen in plain
white tees made the gar-
ment a symbol of
strength and masculinity.

The real breakthrough
came in the 1950s when
Hollywood stars such as
Marlon Brando and
James Dean popularized
the T-shirt on screen. By
the 1970s, it had become
a unisex fashion item.

Today, printed slo-
gans, artwork, and de-
signer labels have turned
the T-shirt into a power-
ful medium of self-ex-
pression, proving that
simplicity never goes out
of style.
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